PROJECT: DDL RP Filming 
Mi-LUncat. UK50 [7] Library Filming 


Author: 


Title: The parliamentary or constitutional history of England; 
being a faithful account of all the most remarkable 
Transactions in Parliament, from the earliest times. 
Collected from the journals of both Houses, the records, 


"2hv.; 8 
66011319 
OUT TO RP: RP Reel No.: 
IN TO LIBRARY: | RP ID NO. 
REJECTED. Ofg O4LO22221-003 
DO Tight Bindings [J Not on Shelf QU] Fragile DU] Library Archival Film 


FILMING COPY 


© & n . 
7 * , * 
* . " 
T £ — 


PN * a 
EY * 8 * 


as = 5 * I £ . * s 8 
0 "oo a Y * „ 1 - 
* > 2 — * v" 
1 „ >. * % - 4 * > 
* Fa : 4 1 ye . - 5 q = 
WAIT a; 4 4 _ 1 N 
8 2 1 . - = - * 
= = % nd. w i + 6 a \ jd : *. 
We” ＋ ” ys * . * * Pp * .þ 
. * 
N $;% 
ws 
- 
#- : 
. n * . 


FARLIANENTAR * F 


2 y 
1 4 


"* - MY 
Tos kit ztöndk AY 


Hiſtory of W ; 


„ 4. .* _ 
\ FAITHFUL ACCount 

| dr , fs. Beg 
ds cinarkable Tein 5c 10468 
ah It PARLIAMENT,. 3 7 
run the enlieſt TIE 3 


. þ „ ee 


X a of King Ciaii.es Y 
1. * wi 
FOE > LEY» boch 1 5 


NUSCRIPTs, ſcarce Srxchzö, and TRAcrSs; all þ 
compared with the ſeveral Contem porary Writers, and ed. — 


r 1 
By SE WE RAL HAND / 2 

>, 95756 ee integres occedere Mites 

ao, 2K 


f NIR ching of the Jas Army into Eaglend, under dead, n SY 


= of King -Cher/e; the Second, in Augu#, 1651, to the 
of Cum third Parliament, in Seprember, 1656, 


tn n 
4 fold by 8 r 1 


+ | 3 


89 ® 


r 
= 


. 0 „ 
PE * 
* 


* — * * hy 

Cad 7 "—_— , mn ** 1 * 1 , : 
$A « 8 * * ” ws — *% * . 

* > » | 

. * 5 
* 1 . g 
9 
* 
” 
- * 
* 5 
* * — 0 


. 4 
* * * 
4 E, 
- d 4. * * ; 
. + 
4 5 E - — þ 4 ? 
PY 
7 a . 
_ . i * o 
© * , 
9 « „ 
| : 4 " 
- 4 * 
* * 
N * 
* * 
F: - * 
A 1 * : i 18 
* o 
# 
4 
* * 
= * 
4 
22 F 
N 0 
3B x p 
* ” s 
* 
Pn 
| NOV 22 1927 
1 | 
FL * = 
| Nui. 


i "+ co 


* 


= 
” = 
+8} 
\ 


"4. 
* . 


- 
= 
* * 
. — . 
' * 
= 
1 
] . 
= 
* 
3 
AJ e 
0 . 
* 


parliamentary Hiſtory 
ENGLAND. 


NTA $XCKUR laſt Accounts left the EngliÞ inter- esu 
Te» 
8 0 


and Scots Armies within a few 163. 
M Days March of each other. 
97 Their further Progreſs will be . 

' beſt deſcribed, by the following 
DN Series of original Letters to the 
KESIX Speaker, read in Parliament, 
which we ſhall give in their proper Order.. 


| On the 1 5th of Augu a Letter from Major- A Letter to the 
| General Harriſon, with ſeveral intercepted Letters —— Brnaar \ 
incloſed, from the Duke of Hamilton, Lord Vent- Harriſon, . 
. worth, and the Earl of Lauderdale, was read as fing an intercept- 
follows : * 8 | 1 , 
R A Ripon, 
2 All theſe Letters were printed by Order of the Houſe, at this 
Time, and are in our Collections. That from Harriſen (inclofing 
the others) has been compared with the Original, now in the Poſſeſ- 97 
ſion of the Rev, Dr. Grey, Rector of Houghton-Congueſt, in Bedford- 
fire: A Gentleman to whom the Compilers of this Work are much 
obliged for the Loan of ſeveral MSS. &c. which have greatly con- 
tributed to the Improvement of this Work. 2 
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| Tater-regnum. © ' Ripon, 11th Day of the 6th Month, 
1651. 8 Ry 1631, 25 Noon. 
5 Shall ſpare giving any large Account of our 
OED & I Affairs, Wings andy Wa the Council 
s that Trouble; whereof I believe you will not be 
ignorant, or of ſo much as is worthy the Parlia- 
+ ment's Knowledge. | 3 
This Morning I received an Expreſs from 
© Major-General 3 dated the gth, about 
© Twelve at Noon, within ten Miles of Penrith, 
© and ſeveral Letters incloſed, which he had ta- 
ken, and therewith ſix of the Enemy convoying 
them, whereof two were Lairds. He deſired my 
_ © Diſpatch of theſe Letters to my Lord-General 
© Cromwell, which accordingly I have done: But 
© conſidering that they came from the Duke of Ha- 
© milton, Lord Lauderdale, and Lord Wentworth ; 
and that the Eſteem they have of the Preſbyte- 
* rian Party, (whom Hamilton calls Rogues, and 
Lauderdale thinks they are very well rid of) and 
the Pleaſure they take in their preſent pure Ca- 
© valieriſh Compoſition, may help to ſatisfy thoſe 
_ © diſpleaſed Friends, I thought it my Duty to tranſ- 
© mit you Copies of them, till his Excellency can 
© ſend the Originals, I being ſo much nearer than 
; ©he s.. 5 
II am confident the Duke ſpeaks their very 
Heart, not knowing the Danger of the Convey- 
*ance as the other did, who writ accordingly : And 
© we expect, Day by Day, the Lord will more open 
© their Eyes to fe the Snare whereunto himſelf in 
| Judgment hath led them: So that the Terrors 
i 8 © of the Lord will prove a ſorer Enemy to them 
© than we. ; x 
My Lord Howard's Son commanded a Troop 
- © at Carliſle, whom ere this I had ſecured, but 
© that he is his Son. He took off with him but 
_ © 12 of his Troop, (as the Major-General and the 
© Governor of Carliſle inform me) which would 
© have been caſhiered, had we had Opportunity, 
© and they ſtaid. The Riddance of ſuch are no 
fn L“oſs 
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Of ENGLAND. 
Loſs to us, nor their Acceſſion Strength to them. Inter- regnum. 
The Major-General will be this Night, I hope, 1651. 
© in their Rear, and I am haſtening to get the Van. 
and if poſſible to recover the Middle Parts of uf. 
Lancaſbire before; for which Purpoſe, the Lord 
© pleaſing, I defign this Night to be at Skipton, and 
© ſo towards Pre/t,n or Mancheſter, as Providence 
* ſhall direct. 
© If the Enemy keep conſtant Motion he might 
© be near Pre/ton this Night, as he lay at Kendal on 
Saturday, which is but about 35 Miles diſtant, 
and ſo may put us a little to it to reach him. I 
know the Majer- General will not 5 their Rear 
go off quietly, whereby he may eaſily clog their 
4 E * Y ee cop 
My Lord-General is in Northumberland, and 
© Sir drthur Haſelrigge writes me he will be at 
* Hexham on Tueſday; I believe ſooner, knowing - 
© he will make Haſte. | 
The Lord prepare all our Hearts for the great 
© Mercy he will ſhortly ſhew us, (whereof, thro' 
© his Grace, we do not in the leaſt doubt) and help 
© us to cry to him for Strength againſt his and our 
© inward Enemies, whilſt he ſtrengthens us againſt 
© his and our outward Enemies. Pardon * 
*neſs ; I am upon my March, and in ſome Haſte 
© ſubſcribe myſelf | | | : 
"1, Feds Dur moſt humble Servant, 
T. HARRISON. 


The intercepted Letters mentioned in the fore- 
going. And firſt, | 


A LETTER from the Duke of Hamilton ts 
Mr. William Crofts : 


Dear WII I. Penrith, Auguſt 8, 1651. N 
7 HE laſt Thing I did was to drink your Health _ 5 Duke , 
| with Lord Thomas, Dan. O'Neal, and Lau- : 
derdale, who are now all laughing at the Ridicu- 
' Jouſneſs of our Condition. We have quitted Scot- 
land, being ſcarce able to maintain it; and yet we 
A 2 graſp 
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later-vegnum. graſp at all, and nothing but all will Jos us, of © 
1651. 7 boſe all. I confeſs I cannot tell you to ther our 

* Hopes or Fears are greateſt; but we have one flout 

| — Argument, Deſpair ; for we muſt now either floutly 

fight or die. All the Rogues have left us, I hall not 

Jay whether for Fear or Diſloyalty ; but all now 

with his Majeſty are ſuch as will not diſpute his 
Commands. Lord Thomas tells me he will explain 

all this to you ; ſo 1 tell you nothing but what you 

knew before, that I am | 

Wo fs Yours, 


3 : HAMILTON. 
From Lord Wentworth o to the ſame. 


ES From the Leaguer by Penrith, - 
My dear Couſin, Auguſt 8, 1651. . 
Another from 12 to you, a long Letter by Mr. Sandys, by 
Lord Wentworth, I whom 1 alſo ſent you an Order from the King 
| for the Payment of 5001. Sterling to me, out of 
the Money you got for his Majeſty in Poland. T7 
Aid defire you, in that Letter, in the firſt Place to 
pay yourſelf out of it, and then to ſend me the ręſt 
with the beft Speed and Conventency you could, I 
ſhould now, by this, deſire you to ſend. to my Lady 
Lauderdale 1001. Sterl. of that Money into Hol- 
land, or to any other Place ſbe ſhall defire it in. 1 
have borrowed the Money here of her Lord, and thts 
is one May he hath choſen to ſupply his Wife with 
ſuch a Sum of Money. Mon cher Couſin, I am 
confident you will bs careful in this Matter, as 1 
'  fhall be in any Thing that concerns you. Concernin 
£0 your own Buſmeſs, I wrote you at large in my laſt, 
i end fo have no more to ſay for the preſent.  _ 
q1 8 FFeor the public News; this is all: By God's Grace 
„„ we are come as far as Penrith, in Cumberland, 
CS 3 with a good Army of 14 or 15,000 Foot, and about 
= - Soo Horſe, all abſolutely at the King's Command, 
it as much as any Army that ever I ſaw under the 
| Command of his Father. We are marching for- 
ward, and this Morning My. Howard, whom the 


King 


b Eldeſt Son to the Earl of Cleveland, 


- 


ENGLAND. 5 
King knighted, is come over to him with his whole Inter- regnem. 
Troop. We have very good Hopes that others will 65%» 
follow. I am now in an Army where our Friends are — 
together, and where you are many Times remembred. : 
The Times are well changed ſince this Time twelve 


onths. 
22 Mon cher Couſin, 
/ h I am yours, | 
THO. WENTWORTH. 


From the Earl of Lauderdale to the Lord Balcarras. 


| Charlton, near Penrith, 
My dear Lord, Aug. 8, 1651. 
v neglet any Occaſion to let you know his And two from 
Majeſty and his Army are well, God be praiſed. the Earl of Lau- 

Never Men were more hearty for all their Toil; and, Aerdalt. 
_ ſeriouſly, you would not know this Army. A natural 

Purge is wholeſome, and I hope ours 1s ſuch, when 
all the ill Humours are gone. Truſt me we have not 
taken the Worth of Six-pence, and the Country is 
kind to us; we might have Men enough if we could 
get Arms; ſome we get. This poor Place hath given 
in a Day's Bread and Cheeſe, which is our firſt Sup- 
ply in England. We have a flrong Party advanced 
to Kendal for more Proviſions, whither we are to 
march To-morrow, God willing. More I would 
write, but it is probable my Friends ſhall not be the 
firft that ſhall fee this; for it goes a Way I am not 
— „ and through an Enemy Quarters a long 


ay. | 
1 fhall intreat you to haſte the — to Holland 
by the:firſt ſafe Occaſion; and if my Lord Inchiquin 
come and bring any Bill from my Wife for 100]. 
payable upon Sight, let him not want it; this is 
Juſtice. I have ſaid this, more I would ſay 0 
private Buſineſs, but I have no Time to write, al 
as I ſaid, the Conveyance is dangerous: I Hall only 
acquaint you that this Morning the Lord Howard of 
Eſkrick's Son is come in to his Majefly, and with 
A 3 bim 
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Inter- regnum. him his whole Troop ; his Majeſty received him gra- 
165: ciouſſy, and immediately did knight him. He is the 
Auguſt firſt, but I have Reaſon to believe he ſhall not be the 
= aft, ere long, that ſhall return to his Duty. 
18 Yeſterday we had a ſmall Party, commanded. by 
988 Capt. Inglis, of the Regiment that was Riccarton's, 
who diſcouered about 20 of the Enemy; he ſent a 
Corporal and fix Horſe, who drove them before them; 
then he advanced himſelf alone, and only two with 
him; they overtook them at a Gate which the Enemy 
; were making faſt, 5 the Enemy made Haſte off, but 
# -Inglis received a Shot in his Leg, which I hope is no- 
thing: Upon this, and the Intelligence that 1ooo Horſe 
FA the Enemy were near, the Right Wing of our 
orſe advanced very faſt half Way to Apulby ; but 
finding it impoſſible to overtake them, ſecing they were 
"then the Length of Brough, we retired, having only 
the Advantage to get us hot Caats; and mine was as 
Hot as ever in my Life. . 
This Day, to refreſh our Men, we reſt; To-morrow 
we march (God willing) towards Kendal. | 
When I know of a good Occaſion I ſhall write 
again. I Hall intreat you to ſend to Holland, with 
this incloſed, a Copy of the King's Declaration, which 
| I ſent you. I cannot ſend it herewith, for taking 
too much Room. My Service to all Friends, eſpe- 
cially my dear Cummer, and ſbe that is your Wife 
and mine; and make my Excuſe that I wrote net to 
any of them, it being impoſſible, for the King is in 
Bed, and I lie this Night in his Chamber; ſo I have 
Time to ſay no more, but farewell. God ſend us a 
good Meeting. | 


Yours, . 
LAUDERDALE. 


P. S. Let the Fuſtice-Clerk direct this, and all 

. that go to ny Wife into Holland, to Sir Alexander 

Home, Maſter-Houſbolder to the Princeſs Royal, 
at her Highneſs's Court at the Hague. 

Mie have not got a Man of the Galloway ar 

Nithſdale Foot, ſo your Committee muſt be careful 

for levying them. His Majefly hat PO 

| * them 


G ENGLAND: 7 
them not to follow him. You are flow in writing ; Inter. regnum 
toe have not heard from you fince we parted. 1651, 


From the Earl of Lauderdale to his Lady. I_ 


My dear Heart, Charlton, Aug.8, 1651. 
1 Wrote unto you, at length, by Sir William Bel- 
lenden, and gave you Notice of 1001. Sterling, 
which is ſent over to you by Bill. I was aſhamed it 
was ſo little, but I could not help it. I have now 
made a Bargain with a Noble Friend of mine, my 
Lord Wentworth, for another 1001. Sterling, to be 
paid to you by Mr. William Crofts, who was his 
Majeſty's Ambaſſador in Poland. I am ſure Mr. 
| Crofts hath all the King's Money that he received 
there, at leaſt the far greateſt Part of it, in his own 
Hands; and I am certain the King hath given a 
IWarrant to pay more Money to my Lord Wentworth, : 
therefore, if this Letter come ſafe, I do not at all 
doubt of the Payment of the Money to you. My 
greateſt Doubt 1s the ſafe conveying this Letter to 
you; but I am reſolved to adventure it, and ſome 
others to this Purpeſe; many Ways, left it come not. 
Your Couſin Shenbury will inform you for certain 
where Mr. Crofts is, and there you are to advertiſe 
Him where you will have the Money paid, and he 
will pay it Ry as my Lord Wentworth's Letter 
comes to his Hands, This incloſed Writ, directed 
to Mr. Crofts, you are to be careful that it come ta 
his Hands. I have written to my Lord Balcarras to 
pay punctually to my Lord Inchiquin the 1001. Ster- 
ling, upon Sight of your Order, that you have recei- 
ved; as alſo, if bis Credit can reach ſo far, to ſend 
you another 1001. Thais is all that a ruined, plunder- 
ed Man, without an Eflate, can do. If I were able 
to provide for you better, truly I ſhould do it; and, 
as I write often, it is my greateſt Trouble you ſhould 
have been iu provided. 
As. for News, I can tell you little: 
His Majefly is thus far advanced into England, 
with a very good Army, able, by the Bleſſing of God, 
" to do his Bujieſs : They are, 7 dare ſay, near * 
8 the 


LE The Parliamentary HisToRy 
Jater-regaum. the Number of thoſe that the King of Sweden enter'd 
165. Germany with, if they be not more. As ſoon as we 

fame into England his Majefly was, by an Engliſh- 

Kat, man, (whom he inade King at Arms) proclaimed 

King of England, at the Head of the Army, with 

great Acclamations of the Army, and ſhooting off all 

' the Cannon of the Army. Then Yeſterday he was pro- 

claimed here in Penrith, and will be in all the Mar- 
ket-Towns where we march. Never was an Army 

o regular as we haue been ſince we came into Eng- 

land; I dare ſay we have not taken the Worth of 

4. Six- Pence And whatever you hear of our Mi sfor- 
tunes in Fife, or whatever our Enemy print or write, 
truſt me, this is the beſt Scots Army that ever I ſaw, 
and I hope ſhall prove beſt. All thoſe that were un- 
willing to hazard all in this Cauſe with their King, 
moſt of them have, upon a ſpecious Pretence, left us. 
This 1s a natural Purge, and will do us much Good, 
Nothing 4 Action yet done, except the driving of 
ſome ſmall Parties, with which I will not trouble. 

Jon. One Thing I cannot forget; this Day my Lord 

Howard of Eſkrick's Son came in to us from the 
Enemy, with his whole Troop. His Majeſty recei- 
ved him graciouſly, and immediately knighted him. 
He is the firſt, but I am confident a few Days will 
ſhew us more that will return to their Duty. This 
Letter is to ge To-mght, and a great Way through 
the — ee it is Oads of Lay it ever come 
to you, 1 ſball therefore ſay no more. 

Remember my Service to your Noble Couſm Shen- 
bury. I am aſhamed to write to him till I can tell 
him ſome extraordinary good News, which I hope 
all, by the Grace of God, be ſhortly. He may be 

Aſſured none alive is more his Servant, than your own. 


nat LAUDERDALE. 
P.S. My Bleſſing to gon” and my Service ta 
: 


all other Friends. I have no Time to write; neither 
is it pleaſant, when it is likely others may ſee my Let- 
ters | os my Friend. I am aſhamed to write to 
Hr. Crofts myſelf, ſeeing it is when Money is de- 

fired at the ſame Time to be paid to you. © 0 


Of Cromwell's Motions you will hear better from Inter. regnum. : 
Scotland. I have alſo written to my Lord Balcarras f | 
to ſend you a Copy of the King's Declaration to the td 

| Kingdom of England. I cannot get it ſent herewith, 


Aug. 16. A Letter from the Governor of Ox- 
ford, to the Council of State, was read : 


Right Honourable, Auguſt 15, 1651. 


c Aving, upon this Invaſion of the Scots, A Series of Let- 
8 II made my Application to the Vice-Chan- ters from diffe- 

6 cellor, to know what Aſſiſtance I might expect wy . IM 

6 in Caſe of Danger, I Was chearfully aſſured — 4 of the 

© 120 Horſe, with able, and I believe well- affect - King's Army, 

© ed, Riders, which I have preſumed to head, and OC 

* exerciſe two ſeveral Days, being deſired by them oppoſe them. 

to be their Leader; promiſing the Officers, for the 

* preſent, to procure Commiſhons, which I humbly 

© implore your Honours ſpeedily to diſpatch ; my 

© being many Gentlemen of Quality, and likely to 

* coſt you little more than Words; and I doubt 

* not but, by my Endeavours, to procure a Regi- 

© ment of Volunteers, all faithful Men, or a Num- 

+ © ber proportionable in Horſe and Dragoons, which : 
© will be a very great Security to us, a Terror to 

the Malignants, an Encouragement to our Friends, 

© and a conſiderable n the Common- 


© wealth. I humbly take my Leave, and remain 
| Your humble and faithful Servant, 
WILL. DRAPER. 


Another Letter to the ſame, from the Com- 
miſſioners of the Militia for the County of Leiceſter- 


| Right Honourable, Leicefler, Aug. 13, 1651. 


; W E received your Lordſhip's Letter of the 
. Iith Inſtant by this Bearer, being met 
here this Day upon ſome Intelligence of the Scots 
March into England; whereupon, the laſt Lord's 
* Day, we ſent through this County to invite all 

; © well- 


* 
* 


| ; Inter-regnum, 
1051. 


Auguſt. 
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cell · affected Perſons to come in hither to us, with 
© their Horſes and Arms, and have a full and free 
« Appearance here this Day; the People generally 


«© ſhewing themſelves unanimous, and ready to join 
© againſt the common Enemy. We have alſo gi- 


uz ven Order to draw all our liſted Horſe together, 


< that they may be ready to execute your Lord- 
<'ſhip's Directions. We ſhall uſe all poſſible Di- 
© ligence in this important Service, upon all Occa- 
© ſions, and ſhall thoroughly endeavour to unite 
© the whole County in the common Defence there- 


' © of, and to prevent and ſuppreſs the Attempts and 


© Enterprizes of all that would diſturb it; and, to 
© that End, ſhall diligently obſerve and put in Exe- 
< cution your Directions on that Behalf, humbly 
« deſiring your Lordſhip's Approbation of what we 
© have already done in the preſent Service, where- 
© in we apprehended fo great Neceſſity. 


Aug. 18. Letters from Major-General Harri- 
ſon, Lord Grey ©, and others, addreſs d to Serjeant 
Bradſhaw, Lord-Preſident of the Council of State, 
were read. 

| Bolton, [in Lancaſhire] 15th Day 
of the 6th Month, 1651, near 

My Lord, wo in the Morning. 5 
I Receiv'd yours of the 11th Inſt. by Mr. Paine, 
and one before by your other Meſſenger; I 
© muſt crave your Pardon that I have not written 
© to you ſince. I was at Ripon, expecting a Con- 
junction with Major-General Lambert, and I for- 
© bore theſe two Days, till I might have ſomething 
« conſiderable to ſignify. Yeſterday we joined on 


© Haſſe-Mor, and are now about 6000 Horſe in 


© the Van of the Enemy. The Enemy made ſome 
© Halt on Elb:1]- Moor, four Miles on this Side 
© Lancaſter, whereby we were fomewhat amazed, 
thinking they might be on Councils for a timely 
© Retreat to their own Country; but this Day, 
© about Noon, we received Underſtanding of their 
NR. "ore: 
e Heir Apparent to the Earl of Stamford, and Member for the 
Town of Leiceſter, | 


Of ENGLAND. II 


s Adyance for Preſton, and ſoon after of their 
March through a Town on this Side; in Deſign, 
probably, to get before us to the Paſs at Mar- 
£ rington, where we have about 3000 Foot (wait- 
© ing ConjungJion with us) from Cheſhire and Staf- 
* fordſhire. Thereupon we marched to this Place, 
and To-morrow Morning, by Day-light, ſhall 
be ſetting forth for Warrington, the Lord willing, 
* whereabouts the Country being more open. and 
© champainous, after the Acceſſion of theſe Foot, 
ve truſt we ſhall be uſed by our God to bring it 
© to a ſpeedy and glorious Iflue. , 

Their King, we hear, is diſcontented and caſt 
down, that his Subjects, as he ſtill calls them, 
come in no faſter to him; his Expectations being 


great therein, though anſwered inconſiderably 


© either as to Perſons or Numbers, many more 
of their old Soldiers running away from them 


daily than we can underſtand of * Acceſs to 


£ them. There is a Rumour of their Intendment 
© for the landing of ſome Troops in North-Wales 
from the Iſle of Man; but of that no Certainty ; 


though it may be a further Argument to you that 


the Iſle of Man ſhould be well guarded. 
Cbeßbire hath been very forward in their Levies 
© upon this Emergency, moſt of the Foot above- 
* mentioned being from thence. Six hundred of 
Col. Fennings's Horle are come to Mancheſter, 
* whom I have ſent to, that they may meet us at 
* Warrington. | | | 
There. are ſeveral Things I ſhould have touch- 
ed to your Lordſhip, but I hope you ſhall receive 
© a further Account from Warrington, in the Even- 
ing. I commend your weighty Affairs to the 
Grace of. an approved good Lord, in whom we 
© reſt abſolutely aſſured of a wonderful and glorious 
+ Iſſue of the Work in Hand; remaining, | 


My Lord, | 
Your moſt faithful Servant to my Power, 


T. HARRISON. - 


W 


* 
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W Honoured Sir, Newcaſtle, Aug. 14, 1651. 
; © LY Be N Tue/day laſt his Excellency croſſed the 
, O — Netoburn, with eight Regiments 
© of Foot, and two Regiments of, Hacker's and 
© Thomlinſon's Horſe, ſome eight Guns, &c. and 
< pitched their Tents on Ryton-Haugh, juſt by the 
© Water-Side, and my Lord quartered at Stella- 
© Houſe, hard by the Camp. The Soldiers were 
much tired out by ſo faſt a March, and wanting 
© Proviſions, Ifent to them from this Town, by our 
© Governor's Order, Bread, Cheeſe, Biſcuit, - and 
| © Beer. Yeſterday the Mayor and Magiſtrates of 
| 6 © this Town went to viſit my * 1 at 
4 Stella; they carried up good Store of Proviſions 
= for the Officers and Soldiers, and 2 beſtowed 
| < all upon them that this Town could afford in Pro- 
3 © viſion. The Soldiers were very quiet, not one 
| | loud Word in the whole Camp, nor an Oath ; 
1 8 © but carry wonderful fair in all their March, and 
_.-. - not the leaſt Abuſe offered by them to the Coun- 


« - 

WF his Morning my Lord and the whole Army 
© marched from Ryton towards Branſpeth, betimes ; 
© andit is ſaid my Lord-General quarters this Night 
© at Branſpeth. Col. Lilburne, with 1000 Horſe, 
© marched over Newburn on Tueſday betimes, to 
join with Major-General Lambert and Major- 
© General Harriſon ;. who, we hear, were to join 

about Skipton two Days ſince. I believe the Scots 

© Army is about K:irby-Lonſdale, and think that our 

Forces are gotten Southward before the Enemy 
© by this Time. 

| Your very humble Servant, 

| | * . E. 


My Lord, Warrington, Aug. 15, 1651. 
: I Have received both your Lordſhip's, &c. As 
©. to your firſt, I thought I could not better an- 
© ſwer it than by Action, wherein I was ſo much 
© engaged, that indeed I had not Leiſure otherwiſe 
©todo it. I bad only Time to acquaint the Coun- 


— 


©cÞ 
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eil of State, that I had got a ah ready to march Inter-regnum. 
to a Conjunction with Major-General Harriſon, 1552. 
which I have done, through the Lord's Goodneſs, 51 
this Day, with betwixt 6 and 700 Horſe and Dra- * 
goons, well arm'd at this Place. Our Deſign, 
for the preſent, is, having here ſome 8000 Horſe, 
E 1000 Dragoons, and about 3000 Foot; to main- 
tain this Paſs at Farrington till the General come 
up with his Infantry, who is expected here with- 
in ſome three or four Days, theſe Counties be- 
* ing chiefly for Foot Service; and, in the mean 
Time, the Counties from all Hands are drawing 
© up to us. a a 
© The Enemy lies betwixt Vigan and Preſton, 
© being in a forlorn and wretched Condition, ra- 
© ther decreaſing than at all increaſing. A Letter, 
© lately intercepted from one of the chiefeſt in their 
* Army, acknowledges very much Deſperation. | 


My Lord, 
Your faithful humble Servant, 
H. D. 


| Aug. 17, 1651, Two Clock 
My Lord, in the Afternoon. 


* ST Night I received an Expreſs from 15 


G our Commiſſioners in Leicefter/hire, of that 

* County's unanimous Willingneſs to engage againſt & I 

* the Enemy, and that the only Difficulty they meet | 2 
© with is to provide Horſes for their Men, which 

* will haſten me hither To-morrow, according to 

* my laſt; not doubting, by God's Bleſſing, , 

* to give your Lordſhip a Account of our Pro- 

© ceedings there, and in Rutland, which ſhall be 

* the Endeavours of, 


Your Lardſhip's moſt affeftionate 
and humble Servant, 


THO. GREY. == 
My a 


Inter · regnum. 
1551. 


Augzuſt. 


Junction with about 4000 Foot and Dragoons, 


© Mancheſter; leaving thoſe only open to them 


« Enemies, Lam 7 % biinbls Servant, 
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At the Camp near Warrington-Bridge, 
| the 16th Day of the 6th Month, 
My Lord, about Eleven in the Morning. 

5 Aving join'd with Major-General Lambert, 
8 H about Twelve at Noon, on the 13th Inſt. 
© on Haſſe- Moor, within ſeven Miles of Pre/ton ; 
© the Enemy, according to our beſt Intelligence, 
© lying then on Elbill Moor, four Miles on this Side 
- | $a” and that Evening march'd to Haworth- 
Moor, within eight Miles of Pre/ton, and, Y eſter- 
day through Pre/ton towards Wigan; deligning, 
© as we conceive, to get up to Y/arrington- Bridge 
before us; and Yeſterday receiving a ſudden Ac- 
count of their marching through the Town, we 
* croſſed the Country, and about One of the Clock 
© this Morning reached Bolten; and, after ſome 
© ſhort Stay for refreſhing our Men, we marched 
© away for Warrington, where we are now, in Con- 


raiſed in Cheſhire and Staffordſhire. 

We are improving the little Time we have got 
© before them here, to the ſpoiling the Fords and 
Paſſes on the River, "pes between us and 


< where, if they attempt a Paſlage, we may be moſt 
© conſiderable to make Oppoſition ; and, if the Lord 
will, engage them. Wherein we wait his Plea- 
© ſure and Providence concerning us, not queſtion- 
© ing but, if we be clearly call'd to give them Battle, 
© or if they ſeek us out and force us to it, (as in 
© Reaſon it ſeems to be much their Intereſt) before 
6 uy Lord-General comes up with the Foot and 
© Train, which is by this Time about Barnard- 
© Caſtle, we ſhall find our Hearts filled with a hea- 
© venly Power from the Lord, and ſee his antient 
* Arm lifted up, as in former Times, againſt his 


ot 5 HARRISON. 


P. S. We expect this Day they will attempt 
to force their Paſſage at ſome of the narroweſt 


6 Paſles, 
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< Paſſes, where they apprehend our Reſiſtance leaſt Inter-regnum, 


© conliderable. We are appointing a Council to 
© conlider whether we ſhould not withdraw, tho” 
© there be a Spirit given generally to preſs to engage 


them, if the Lord ſhould vouchſafe an open Field 


© for it.. $4 

Beſides all the foregoing Letters, the Parliament 
received Advice from Chepftaw, that, at a Rendez- 
vous of their Forces in that Neighbourhood, there 
appeared 6000 Horſe and Foot, who had ſecured 
ſuch Gentlemen of that Country as they ſuſpected, 
and ſeized moſt of the Horſes in Monmouthſhire : 
Alſo from Briſtol, That that City was raiſing a 
Troop of Horſe ; and that the Governor had or- 
dered all Strangers to depart thence in twelve 
Hours, and the Innkeepers to bring in, every 
Night, an Account of their Gueſts. 


Aug. 19. Another Letter from Major-General 
Harriſon, to the Preſident of the Council of State, 
was read, | 


Upon the March from Knotsford towards 
Congleton, Aug. 17, 1651, about 
SIX, Nine of the Clock. 

, Eſterday, the 16th, the Enemy came on 
; with their whole Army, and preſs d to paſs 
at the Bridge, and Fort near it, which we had 
broken down and ſpoil'd as well as we could in 
* ſo ſhort a Time. A Company of our Foot were 
* drawn down to the Barricade of the Bridge, who 
* behaved themſelves gallantly, and gave the Ene- 
* my Oppoſition, till we ſaw Cauſe to draw them 
* off, ſecuring their Retreat by Parties of Horſe; 
* which we did, becauſe we were unwilling to en- 


gage the whole Army, where our Horſe could 


not come to make Service thro? the Incloſures: 
* The Enemy thereupon haſten'd over their whole 
* Army, and their King in the Van, if not Forlorne, 
* which was his own Life Guard, as ſome Priſon- 


ers told us ſince; and preſs'd hard upon our Rear, 
| © where- ' 


1651. 


Auguſt, 


3 
* 
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tater-vegnum. © whereof Col. Rich had the Guard, who wheel'd 
2651. off Parties, and charged them thrice as they 
WE A © came on, and the Lord every Time cauſed thoſe 
doof the Enemy, that were ſo forward, tofly before 
* 


8 us. | 

BN we + EE We kill'd the Officer that commanded one of 

A _ © their Parties, and two or three Troopers; and 

© ſome: Countrymen ſince bring us in Word that 

a 28 of theirs were ſlain in the — Skirmiſhes, 

| © and but four of outs that I can hear of, there, 

and at the Bridge. 8 1 

« As they fell on they ctied, Oh you Rogues, we 

© will be with you before your Cromwell comes; 

© which made us think they would preſs to engage 
aus with all Speed. | 11 8 | 

© We are drawing up at Knotsford Moor to wait 

© them, though we hear ſince, that they marched a 

good Part of the Night on the London Road, 


. | | Your faithful Servant, 
o c THO. HARRISON. 


; Aug. 20. This Day a Letter from Major-Gene- 

ral Harriſon, to the Speaker, was read, 

_— - Lese, Aug. 18, 1651. 
#50 Ts Night we quartered with our Forces 


<8 at Leeke, in Staffordſhire, intending for 

9 © Cheadle, towards Bagot's-Bromley To- morrow. 

1 The Enemy ſeems to be much diſcouraged by the 

"Hep © ſeaſonable ee, of Forces the 
< is making thereabouts; by the Country's forbear- 

© ing to come in to them as they expected ; and, 

« laſtly, by the Inconſiderableneſs of the Earl of 

© Derby's Forces; who, after- all that Noiſe, can 

© make but 250 Foot and 60 unarm'd Horſe, as 

© our beſt Intelligence ſaith, with whom he landed 

on Saturday lat, at Hier-Water, in Lancaſhire, 

* © haſting to, his King, if not interrupted in the 

| Way, which we hope he will be. Their Army, 
5 8 *e heard this Morning, lay laſt Night about 

; _— © Northwich, and this Evening advanced between 
| RE : * Nant- 


© Nantwich and Cheſter; their Councils ſeem very 
© unſteady.” | 


Aug. 21. The Houſe received Intelligence, That 
the Scots Army lay on the 17th at Northwich, and 
the next Day advanced between Nantwich and 
Chefter ; and that Major- General Lambert and the 
Forces with him were chearfully followed by the 
Officers and Soldiers of the Cheſhire and Lancaſhire 
Militia of Foot; who, upon this Emergency, 
(though their Harveſt was ready to cut) promiſed 
not to leave them till they either ſhould be pro- 
perly diſmiſſed, or the Lord put a ſeaſonable Hue 
to this Buſineſs. 8 
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Inter-regnum, 
1651. 


— — 
Auguſt. 


The ſame Day a Letter from the Committee of 


the Militia at Coventry, to the Speaker, was read: 


Right Honourable, 


E being now neareſt the Enemy, take 
0 ourſelves obliged to give you this Ac- 
count of their Motion. The iat Night they were 
© encamped upon Blore- Heath, in this County, not 
far from Drayton, amongſt whom we ſent a Sol- 
dier the laſt Night, who had a View of them, 
© being near their King's Tent there. We had 
© alſo a Gentleman, this Morning, who had the 
© View of their March Yeſterday. They have be- 
© twixt 5 and 6000 weak Horſe, and ſome 6 or 
© 7000 very ſickly Foot. n 

Me hear further that, upon Sunday Night laſt, 
my Lord of Derby came up to them, who brought 
with him ſome 60 Horſe, moſtly Gentlemen; 
© and return'd back towards Lancaſhire, where he 
© left his Foot, ſome 200, to raiſe more. This 
© Day we have an Account that they are moved 
with their Body to Newport, where we ſuppoſe 
* their Head Quarters will be this Night.” 


Aug. 22. Mr. Bond reported from the Council 
of State, That Major-General Lambert had ſent 
them a _ of a — to him from Col. Rich- 

Vol. XX. B ard 


Inter · regnum. 
ä 1651. 
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ard Duckenfield, Governor of Chefter ; adviſing, 
That ſome Parties from thence having taken ſe- 


veral of the Scots Army Priſonets ; a Letter from 
the King to Major-General Maſſey (who was em- 


ployed to ſolicit Aſſiſtance from the Miniſters in 


Lancaſhire) was found upon one of thoſe that were 


-mortally wounded ; and that Lambert had ſent a 


Copy thereof to Cromwell. ee 


The King's Letter was in hec Yerba: 


'From Stoke, three Miles from 
Nantwich, Aug. 18, late. 


_ +» Major-Gen, Masser, REY 


An informed that, by ſome Miſtake, a Clauſe is 
added to the Letter from the Preſbytery of the 
Army to the Miniſters of Lancaſhire, whic may 


be very dangerous, by breeding Diviſion among/t 


thoſe that would own me : For I hear they do add to 


the Letter a Deſire that Conſideration be taken of 


© How Uangerous f 


Men's former js 
is may be, and how inconſiflent 
with a former Expreſſion of the Letter of the Kirk 


| 7 Scotland, owning this Army, I leave you to judge: 


efore I would have you burn the Letter, and 
then I am ſure it is la, and can do no Hurt. | 
Haſte you to the Army, where you will be of very 
great Uſe the Way we are to march. Tam 


Your affectionate Friend, 
CHARLES RX. 


Next a Copy of a Letter from Col. Moncte, Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Ordnance, to the Lord-Ge- 
neral Cromwell, was read : DE 


"H Stirling, Aug. 14, 1651. 
May it pleaſe your „ ** 
0 HIS Day, very early in the Morning, our 
2 Guns began to play, and before {I at 
© Night the Enemy in the Caſtle craved Leave to 
* capitulate, which was agreed unto by the 1 * 
| | ent 


* 
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© ſent of the Officers, and the Surrender to be by Inter-regnutn, 


Ten of the Clock next Day. 

© When I ſent my Summons to them, they ſeem- 
© ed to be ſo valiant that they wanted Civility to 
return me an Anſwer. The Records which were 
« at Edinburgh are to be given up to us, which ſhall 
© be diſpoſed of as your Excellency ſhall think 
„fit. K 

© hope to be on my March towards Dundee 
© before this Letter comes to your Hands, to reduce 
that Town and Caſtle that commands the Ri- 
ver. | 


Your Excellency's moſt humble Servant, 
GEO. MONCKE. 


Aug. 23 %. This Do the Parliament received 
Intelligence from the Maj 
Herrin, dated the 22d, That the Scots Army lay 
the Night before at Tonge, in Shropſhire, and that 
they inclined towards Worcefler ; that Col. Dan- 
vers, Governor of Stafford, with ſome'few Horſe, 
fell in upon ſome of their Quarters, and killed five 
of their Men; but gave an Alarm to the whole 
Army. | 
8 Letter it was certified that the Scott 
had, of Horſe and Foot, 120 Colours; that their 
Horſe were poor and harraſſed out; that their Foot 
were miſerably ragged, and ſick Creatures a great 
Number of them; that their King was found, with 
Cap in Hand, deſiring them yet a little longer to 
ſtick to him; perſuading them that, within two 
Days March, they ſhould come into a Country 
where all Things would be plentifully provided tor 
them, and ſhortly thence to London : That the 
Parliament's Forces were at Tamworth, and from 
thence had ſent ſeveral Parties to attend the Enemy's 
Motion; and to diſpoſe their own Marches, in or- 
der to a Conjunction with the Lord-General, and 
the other Forces lately * from London, a 
| 2 ; Aug. 
4 There is an Hiatus in the ournals of this a 
is ſupplied from The Preceding of alla, No, — ; 198 


ors General Lambert and 


1651. 
— 
Auguſt 
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later-regnum. Aug. 25. A Letter from the Mayor and City of 


1651. 


— 
Auguſt. 


m mouſiy provided to reſiſt any Attempt that ſhall 


Glouceſter, to the Speaker, was read. 


TAR: - Aug. 23, 1651. 


6 HE Enemy came to Worcefter Yeſterday, 
4 where, there being ſome Foot of the Coun- 


© try, and ſome Horſe, they made a gallant Refiſt- 
© ance, and ſeveral Times beat them back: But per- 


« ceiving that,-thro' the Treachery of ſome in the 
Town, the Townſmen had laid down their Arms, 


Land ſome of them ſhot out of the Windows on 


our Men, while they were fighting for them, our 


< Forces removed the Magazine, and withdrew 


© their Horſe and Foot, while 30 Men only reſiſted 


© the Enemy, and beat them back; at laſt (when 


© our Forces were ſecure on their Way to Glou- 


© ceſter) theſe alſo withdrew, and left the Town of 


© Worceſter to the Enemy. 15758 
All our Forces are now ſafe here, at Gloucefler, 
© which is ſtrongly fortified, and the Citizens unani- 


© be made on this City.” 


This Account gave ſo great Satisfaction to the 
Houſe, that they ordered a Letter of Thanks to the 


Mayor and City of Glaucgſter, for their Fidelity and 
good Affections to the Parliament. 


A Lathes bet The King havin ſent a Letter; dated the 16tB 


from the King to of this Month, - addreſs'd to the Lord Mayor and 


don, 


the City of Lon- City of London, and Mr. Whitlock having reported 
3 ogg © from the Council of State, a Proclamation there- 


upon; after ſome Alterations made by the Houſe, 
it was ordered to be printed forthwith, and pub- 
liſhed the next Day at Noon, with Drum and 


State was alſo directed to take Care of the Publi- 


cation thereof in all other Cities and Towns 


throughout England. And the King's Letter was 
ordered to be burnt at the Exchange in London, by 
the Hands of the common Hangman. . 

A Win 4 ts e 


— 


Trumpet, at the Exchange in London, and in Ne- 
 minfler by the Serjeant at Arms. The Council of 
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We have not been able to meet with a Copy of [nter-regnum. , 
51. 


his Majeſty's Letter; but the Parliament's Procla- 


mation thereupon was in hec Verba: r 

9 Aug. 25, 1651, 

6 Hereas divers of the Scots Nation, and And a Procla- 

© ſome Engliſh Fugitives, being lately mation iſſued, de- 
* come out of Scotland into England, with their Tast, kim = 


© Leader Charles Stuart, Son to the late Tyrant, 
do here levy War againſt the Commonwealth, 
and commit many Outrages, —— and Mur- 
© ders upon the People of this Na 

© ſaid Charles Stuart hath cauſed himſelf, by the 
© ſaid Men of Scotland and Engliſh Fugitives, to 
© beproclaimed King of England; and, by Declara- 
tions, profcribing ſome who have performed great 
© and excellent Service to the Public, and offer- 


© ing Indulgences to others, would draw Adherents 


© to him in his wicked and traiterous Practices; 
© particularly by Letters in his Name, directed to 
© the City of — and ſpread abroad by ſome 
© of his clandeſtine Agents, he labours to court 
them to his Party, by boaſting his own Condi- 
© tion, and by endeavouring to annihilate the Ho- 
* nour and Eſteem of the Parliament and their 
© Forces ; who, through God's Mercy, have been 
© ſo often inſtrumental to chaſtiſe him and his 
© Confederates; and will, through God's Blefling 
we truſt, ſtill prove a burthenſome Stone. unto 
© them ; hoping, it ſeems, in the mean Time, that 
© that famous City, (whoſe Faithſulneſs and eminent 
Services in behalf of Religion, Laws, and Liber- 
© ties, are ever. to be acknowledged) and that others 
© of this Land and Nation, into whom, by his 
© Cunning and Flatteries, he would thus infinuate, 
© can forget the horrid and bloody War raiſed by 
© the late Tyrant his Father, and the Devaſtations 


© attending it; and, by his Deluſions and Impo- 


© ſtures, be perſuaded to betray themſelves and their 
© Liberties again into Vaſlalage and Bondage, 
which, thro” the Goodneſs of God, at fo great 


2 "= an 


tion: And the 


|  Inter-regnum. an Expence of Blood and Treaſure, have been 


1651. 


— 
Auguſt, 


_ © rately involved: 


© owe to their native * upon ſuch deludin 
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© vindicated from the Pride and Tyranny of that 
© Man and his Father's Houſe : 

© Which laborious Fraud and Falſhood of him 
© the ſaid Charles Stuart hath hitherto notwith- 
+ ſtanding, thro' the Favour of God to his People, 
© proved of ſmall or no Effect but to aggravate his 
© own Guilt, he being a Traitor of a former Date, 
© and to render himſelf and his Accomplices more 
and more obnoxious to the Penalties of the Laws 
of England, declaring and adjudging that High 
* Treaſon, wherein they are ſo deeply and deſpe- 


And whereas, by a late Act and Declaration 
© of Parliament, all Perſons have been warned and 
* commanded not to give any Countenance or Aſ- 
« ſiſtance to the ſaid Charles Stuart, or his Party; 
but to oppoſe them, and to aſſiſt the Forces of 
© this Commonwealth for apprehending of them, 
* to which a moſt chearful and general Obedience 
© hath been given by the People according to their 
Duty, wherein the Parliament doth humbly ac- 
© knowledge the Goodneſs of God to this Nation, 
© and ſhall not fail to manifeſt their good Accep- 
©* tance of the People's Affections herein: ; 

All which the Parliament of England having 
© taken into their ſerious Conſideration, althoꝰ they 
© cannot conceive that any true Engliſhman can be 
* debauched from the Duty and Fidelity which they 


and falſe Pretences as the Enemy hath uſed, an 
© therefore it is not e to make any further 
Declaration herein; yet, for the more Notoriety 
of the Fact to all Perfons concerned to take 
© Knowledge of the ſame, and to avoid all Pretence 
of Ignorance in any touching the Condition of 
© this and his Followers, have thought fit to 
5 publiſh and declare the ſaid Charles Stuart, to be 
* a Rebel, Traitor, and public Enemy to the Com- 
s monwealth of England, and all his Abettors, 
Agents, and Accomplices to be Rebels, 3 
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England; and do hereby command all Officers, 
« Civil and Military, in all Market Towns and 
convenient Places, to cauſe this Declaration to 
be proclaimed and publiſhed. ' 

H. SCOBELL, Cler. Parl. 


Aug. 26. This Day the Parliament kept an Hu- 
miliation at Margaret's, Weſtminſter, to ſeek unto 


the Lord for his Bleſſing upon their Counſels and 


Forces, and for Succeſs againſt the Enemy now in 
the Land : This Ceremony being over, the Houſe 
ordered Thanks to their — on that Occa- 
ſion; and then proceeded to read the followin 
Letters from Col. Okey and Lieutenant-Gene 
Fleetwood, addreſs'd | | 


| To the Rt. Hon. Joux Braps Haw, Lord-Pre- 
ident of the Council of State at Whitehall. 


My Lord, Stirling, Aug. 19, 1651. 


o 
© pleaſed God to give us Stirling Town, I with 


Col. Berry, and two Troops of Horſe more, and 
© two of Dragoons, marched to Glaſgow and the 


© Weſt Country; being fully informed that ſome + 


Lords were returning from the King with full 


© Commiſſion to raiſe in thoſe Parts o Horſe 


© and Foot, and accordingly had their Commiſſion- 


ers 2 at Glaſgow-and Paiſley, for levying of 


© the ſaid Forces, and having already ſome Hun- 
« dreds liſted about, and drawing what they had 
© together to a Rendezvous, we marched with all 
© poſlible Speed to prevent them. 

And upon the 11th Inſtant ſet forward from 


© hence, and marched to Glaſgow, Paiſley, and Ir- 


© win, and ſent out Parties all over the Coun 


round about; and, through the Goodneſs of God, 


© have ſo ſcoured the Country, that we may now 
© march with 100 Horſe from this Place all over 
© the Weſt and South, We have totally * 
7 
Ts, 


count 


© I Make bold to trouble you with a few Lines to Col. © e , 
let your Lordſhip know, that after it had fairs of Scala. 
ple 


© and public Enemies to the Commonwealth of Inter-regnum, 


1651. 


Auguſt. 
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Inter-regnum. all their Levies, and have taken ſome of their 
10651. „chief Commiſfioners Priſoners; as the Lord Or- 
EXT © mifton and ſome others, and returned back to this 
; " © Place with our Horſe Yeſterday, the 18th pre- 
: - © ſent. | hes 
| A Party of ours alſo, which I ſent to Bog-Hall, 
© brought me fourteen Miniſters Priſoners, who 
© were all met together in a Barn by a Wood-Side, 
< ſix Miles from Gla/gow, but were releaſed again, 
© being about a Work that I hope will prove ad- 
© yantageous to us. It is thus: The General Aſ- 
_ © ſembly having ſilenced many of them, and for- 
bid them to preach both in public and in pri- 
vd vate, they were there met together to ſeek the 
= © Lord, whether they ſhould obey or diſo — the 
General Aſſembly's Order. And they aſſured 
© us, as in the Preſence of the Lord, that they were 
about no other Work; and that God had ſet it 
upon their Hearts, that it was better to obey God 
© than Men, and fo accounted their General Aſ- 
* ſembly a malignant uſurp'd eK which 
_ © ought not to be obeyed: And therefore, they being 
© ſet at Liberty by us, did on the laſt Lord's Day, 
in Glaſgow a other Parts, preach public 
< againſt that wicked Authority. The Lord hath 
© done great Things for us in theſe Parts, whereof 
© we have great Cauſe to be glad, and we are con- 
© fident alſo he is doing great Things for you in 
© England, IT ſhould enlarge, but muſt now 
© abruptly break off, the Poſt ſtaying for my Let- 
. © ters. I forbear to trouble you any further, ſave 
© to tell you that I am, | 
| My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's very humble Servant, 
; JOHN OKEY. 


e —_ S for Affairs here, I ſhall preſent you with 
: by A this brief Account : The Enemy, we un- 


tions of both Ar- ! 
mies in England. derſtand, came into Morceſter upon Friday laſt 
4 a in 
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© in the Afternoon; our Men retreated from them inter · regnum 
to Glouceſter, which was looked upon as ſeaſon- 1651. G 
« able for that Place, apprehended to be, before — 
their coming, in ſome Danger. The Scots ſtaid IO 
© not long in the Town, but march'd their Army 
over the Severn, leaving a Party behind, who give 
© out, that they intend to re-fortify that Place, and 
© to that End have ſummoned in the Country to 
© repair the Works, and that which is called the 
© Royal Fort. If this be their Buſineſs, I doubt 
© not but we ſhall be up with them, before any 
Thing conſiderable can be done: But I be- 
© lieve their main Deſign is to ſecure the Paſſes up- 
© on the Severn,' thereby to ſecure themſelves, re- 8 
© freſh their wearied Army, and invite their Friends 
© to come in to their Aſſiſtance; which indeed is a 
Mercy not to be lighted by us, that though this 
© precious e hath ſo many Enemies, yet ſo few 
© adventureW@Tome in unto them. It is thought 
© by us that their Army doth not conſiſt of above 
© 12,000 Horſe and Foot effective; and thoſe of 
© their Foot very much, harraſſed, by often and fre- 
quent marching, inſomuch that they did impor- 
d tune their King to take Pity on them; who an- 
ſwered, That they ſhould ſuddenly have Refreſh- 
ment, and gave them good Words, and told them 
© what Aſſiſtance he expected from his Friends. 
© They have very few of Englih Horſe amongſt 
| them, their Foot Highlanders. I ſee it is not 
: good to deſpiſe the meaneſt Creature. It is ſaid 
that Major-General e marches with a Party 
© to Glouceſter, in hopes that, upon his Approach, 
© his old Friends would appear for him. 
My Lord-General came laſt Night to War- 
© wick, his Foot will be there this Night: We 
* ſhall, either this Day or To-morrow, march 
© near the Enemy, and not give them the Liberty 
© of ranging far; and thou : their-Confidence be 
much in their Paſſes, yet I truſt we ſhall not find 
that Work ſo difficult as it ſeems at a Diſtance 
* both to you and us: However, you know _— 
N © the 
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_- '* the Lord hath carried us through the greateſt 


Straits, before we have attained our deſired Iſſue. 
And if it be ſo now, it ſhould be the leſs ſtrange 


' "Avgift, to us. I ſhall not further trouble you, ſave to 


© ſubſcribe myſelf, 


8 | 
" Your faithful and humble Servant, 


: CHA. FLEETWOOD. 


Aug. 27. The Houſe received a Letter from 
Col. Mackworth, incloſing a Summons and Letter 
to him from the King, with his Anſwer: All which 


were read. 
And firſt the Summons, which was addreſs'd 


_ 
To Col, Mack woRTH, Governo 


_—_—_ 
CHARLES X. 3 
Col. MAckwokrR, 


f * ing defirous to attempt all fair Ways for reco- 
Ivering our own, before we proceed to Force and 
Extremity; and, where the Controverſy is with Sub- 
jects, accounting that a double Victory which is ob- 
tained without E Safin of Blood, and where the 
Hearts, that of Right belong to us, are gained 
as. well as their Strengths; we do _ fummon 
you to ſurrender Fu - ith, into our Hands, our 
Town, with the Caſtle of Shrewſbury, as in Duty 
and Allegiance, by the Laws of God and the Land, 
you dre bound to do; thereby not only preventing 

the Miſchief which yon may otherwiſe draw upon 

yourſelf and that Place, but alſo opening the 7 

Door ta the Kingdom's Peace and py and 
the Enjoyment of every one, both King an 

that which pertains to them, under certain and known 

Laws, the End for which we are come. 

Given at our Camp at Teng-Noxton, this 20th 
of Auguſt, 1651, 


Next 


els, | 
People, 


| 
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Next, the Letter ſent therewith : 8 es 


Toong-Norton, Aug. 20, 
Col. MacxwoRTH, _ _ 1651. 

Hau ſent you herewith a Summons to render 
into my Hands my Town with the Caſile of 

Shrewſbury, I cannot but perſuade myſelf you wi 
do it, when I conſider you a Gentleman of an antient 
Houſe, and of very differing Principles, as I am in- 
formed, from thoſe with whom your Employment ranks 
you at preſent : I you. ſhall peaceably deliver them 
to me, I will not only pardon you what is paſt, and 
prote you and yours in your Perſons, and all that 
belongs to you, but-reward ſo eminent and ſeaſonable 
a Teftimony of your Loyalty, with future Truſt and 
Favour; and do leave it to yourſelf to propoſe the 
Particulars ; being, upon that Condition, ready to 


e, and to approve myſel, 
at * Your Friend, 
| CHARLES X. 
How much his Majeſty was miſtaken in his Opi- 
nion of this Gentleman's good Diſpoſition towards 
l him, appears from the contemptuous Style of his 


1631. 
— 
Auguſt, 


grant you preſqatly any Thing you ſhall reaſonably de- 


Anſwer, which was not addreſs d To the King, but 


directed thus: = | 
| For the Commander in Chief of the Scots Army. 


q SIX, Shrewſbury, Aug. 21, 1651. 
D your Trumpet I received two Papers, the 
6 one containing a Propoſition, the other a 
© direct Summons for the Rendition of the Town 
© and Caſtle of Shrewſbury, the Cuſtody whereof 
© I have received by Authority of Parliament; and 
© if you believe me a Gentleman, as you ſay you 
© do, * may believe I will be fai to my 
| © Truſt; to a Violation whereof neither Allure- 
ments can perſuade me, nor Threatenings of 
Force, eſpecially when but Paper ones, compell 
* me, What Principles I am judged to be of I 
f f - know 


Iitera6gnom,” © know not, but I hope they are ſuch as ſhall ever 


- | 1651. 


Surrender of 
Stirling-Caſtle. 


Account of the © N this Day Se'nnight we perfected our Plat- 


_ © annoy them; they ſhot —_—_— the Steeple, but 
an. 


form this eng. 
< dinefs to go roundly to work with the Caftle, the 
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« declare me honeſt, and no way differing herein, 
© az I know, from thoſe engaged in the ſame Em- 
« ployment with me; who, fhould they deſert that 
. Cauſe they are embark'd in, refolve to be found, 
© as I am, unremoveably, | 


The faithful Servant of the 
| * Commonwealth of England, 
HUM. MACKWORTH. 


This Behaviour of Col. Mackworth was ſo plea- 
ſing to the Houſe, that they order'd the Lord- 
Commiſſioner I bitlocle to draw up a Letter of 
Thanks to him, to be ſign'd by the Speaker; ac- 
knowledging their good Acceptance of his Fidelity: 
They alſo reſolved that a Gold Chain and Medal 
of the Parliament, to the Value of 1001. be ſent to 
him as a. Mark of their Favour. 


The ſame Day a Letter to the Speaker, from 
Dr. Cierte, Advocate to the Court of Admiralty, 
iving an Account of the Surrender of Stirling- 
le to the Parliament's Forces, was read. 


Mr. Speaker, ' Stirling, Aug. 19. 16 51. 


c. forms for Batteries, and two Mortar-Pieces 
brought up from Leith for the reducing of Stir- 
© ling-Caſtle. The Enemy ſhot thro' ard thro” our 
© Batteries, but did not hurt any of our Men. 
T 4, 1-4 ay'd hard againſt our Men that were in 
© the Steeple of the Town Kirk, which did much 


© all their Shots hurt but one f 
Two Mortar-Pieces were drawn to the Plat- 
All Things being in Readi- 


© Lieutenant-General ſent a Summons in to the 
Governor of the Caſtle, requiring him to deliver 
the ſame to the Uſe of the Parliament of England; 
> ; C to 
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to which he returned a verbal Anſwer, That he 


« Priſoners for ſome of ours he had in the Caſtle; 
© but it ſeems he would ex none, in hopes 


< Blakegave a Paſs to come from Scilly into Scotland, 
« kiſs'd the King's Hand, and went as far as Gl 
goto with him towards England; but is come back 
© hither, declaring much Diſaffection and Diſſatiſ- 
faction at the Enemy's Deſign, and ſays he will 
not join any more with them. | 

On Wedneſday the two Mortar-Pieces were 
« planted, and Mr. Hean the Engineer, (who was 
© ſent for from St. Fobiſtoun for that Purpoſe) made 
© two Shots with each of them for Trial, two of 
© which fell and brake in the Midſt of the Caſtle. * 

On Thurſday the 14th both Guns and Mortar- 
© Pieces play d hard againſt the Caſtle; we made 


two Gunners with ſmall Shot. 

© In the Afternoon, whilſt our Mortar-Pieces 
* were playing hard, they in the Caſtle beat a Par- 
© ley; which being hearkened unto, they ſent out 
© 2a Drummer with a Letter, intimating Defires 
© of a Treaty : The Lieutenant-General ſent in a 
© Letter, wherein he took Notice of the Governor's 
© lighting his. firſt Summons, but propoſed three 
Articles to him, which he would t if they 
would render forthwith, otherwiſe he would not 
accept of any Treaty. Hereupon, about half an 
Hour after, the Governor ſent out Capt. James 
* Cunningham and one Mr. Wright, as Commiſ- 
© miffioners to treat; but the Records of Scotland, 
* which the Governor deſired might be conveyed 


© to make Terms by them. Col. Pinchbeck, an 
« Engliſhman, and one of the Colonels that Col. 


© two of their Guns unſerviceable ; they hurt us 


would keep the Caſtle as long as he could. The 16532. 
Lieutenant- General alſo ſent about Ex of — ogg 


* to ſome other Garriſon of theirs, being denied 


them, Mr, Mrigbt ſaid his Commiſſion was blown 


* up, and would not treat; however that Night 


the Articles were all agreed on, and Hoſtages 
«* ſent forth. 0 


The 
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The Occaſion of their moſt haſty Surrender, 

© was from a Mutiny of the Soldiers in the Caſtle; 

© who, i commanded Party of their Army, 


© and moſt Highlanders, not accuſtomed to Gra- 
© nadoes, were much affrighted, and beat the Drum 
© without Order, threatening to throw over their 
Officers if they ſhould diſturb them; ſaying, 


. © They would fight for their King and Kingdom, and 


© not for their Country's Geer. 
The next Day the Governor, with about 300 


' © Officers and 80 diers, marched forth according 


© to Agreement: The Soldiers had the Night be- 
© fore broken open many of the Trunks in the 
© Caſtle, and went away with as much Geer 
© as they could carry. 3 | 

| © There were in the Caſtle 40 Pieces of Ord- 
© nance, vix. 27 very fair Braſs Pieces, two great 
© Iron Guns, and 11 Leather Guns; Proviſion of 


© Meal to ſerve 500 Men above twelve Months, 


540 or 50 Barrels of Beef, about 5000 Arms, (new 
© Muſkets and Pikes) 26 Barrels of Powder, 20 or 
J 80 Veſſels of Claret Wine and ſtrong Waters, great 
© Store of Match with other Ammunitian, Lances, 
Swans Feathers, Darts, and other Inſtruments of 
War of that Nature; all the Records of Scotland*, 
the Chair and Cloth of State, the Sword, and 
© other rich Furniture of the King's, the Earl of 


\ © Marr's Coronet and Stirrups of Gold, with his 


< Parliament-Robes : There was alſo Store of 
© Goods of the Country and Town's People in the 
© Caſtle, which they had Liberty to carry away ac- 
«* cording to Articles, and came in great Numbers 
© for three or four Days together, little or nothing 


| © beingembezzled, but what hath been taken away 


© tenant Jones, and others taken at Newark. 


© by their own Men. We had releaſed, a little 


© before our Entrance, 32 Priſoners, among whom 
were Mr. Cornelius van Behmen, Engineer, Lieu- 


© 'Thus 


 , © Eighty-four Hogſheads of theſe Records were loſt in their Re- 


turn to Seor/apd by Sea, after the Reſtoration. 
Es of Merc, Pub, Anyo 1661 p. 52. 
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| © Thus hath God in leſs than a Week's Space, Inter-regnum. 
© nay, leſs than a Day's Space, (for we did not play 1631 
© ſo long with our Guns and Mortar-Pieces) given -—7 — 
into our Hands one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
magnificent Caſtles in Scotland, and the moſt, if 
not only, conſiderable Paſs into the Country be+ 
<yond it. When we came before it, a Quare 
© was made who ſhould lead us into this ftron 
« Caſtle? it was anſwered, The Righteous bal 
6 79 1 El the Gates of their Enemies; and certainl 
the Mercy is not the leſs for vs gained with ſo 
© little Loſs, but the greater; and is a Pledge of 
« what he will do for thoſe that are now like to be 
«© engaged in England. 
6 Vince my coming into the Caſtle, which is one 
© of the ſtatelieſt and faireſt Buildings I have ſeen 
ein Scotland, TI obſerved this Motto over the Cha- 
| © pel Door, J. 6. R. Nobis hæc invifta miſerunt 
© Centum ſex proavi, 1617. It ſeems it had paſs'd 
© the 107th unconquered, but not the ro8th. 
Col. Okey is return'd with his Party who went 
© into the Weſt : He took the Lord Or:n:ton, Mr. 
Alexander, Mr. Henderſon, and others, who were 
«* ſitting at Paiſley for the raiſing of a Regiment to 
© be under the Command of Col. Cochran, whom 
their King had ſent out of England for that Pur- 
© poſe, though he had before promiſed it to Major- 
General Yan Roſs ; they were both in the Town 
© the Day before, but got away with the Laird of 
« Blair's Troop into the Highlands. 
We are now preparing for a March with our 
© Horſe and Foot towards Dundee. When our 
* Convoy had brought thoſe that marched out of 
© the Caſtle of Stirling as far as St. Jobſtoun, they 
all went to their ſeveral Homes, except about 140. 
© I crave your Pardon for this Boldneſs, and reſt 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


W. CLERKE. 


In conſequence of this Letter the Houſe reſoly'd, 
That all the Records, with the Regalia and Inſig- 
na, taken in Stirling-Caftle, be lodg'd in the _ 

| | 6 


8 
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um. of London, under the Direction of the Maſter of the 


1651. Rolls 


Col. Hewwſen's © 
Account of the c 
State of Ireland, 


Laſtly was read a Letter from Col. Hewſon, Go- 
vernor of Dublin, touching the State of Affairs in 
that Kingdom. | | 


To the Right Honourable the LoxD-PRESID ENT 
the Council of State. | 


Tord, Finagb, Aug. 6, 1651. 
INC E my Return from Stirtloe, I marched 
to Athlone, from whence I ſent 500 Recruits 
© to my Lord-Preſident. The Enemy is come to 
© this Side of Galliway, and endeavoured a Con- 
junction of their Forces, to raiſe or diſturb the 
Siege at Limerick ; and, to that End, Muſterry 
and Fitz-Patrick were to join on this Side the 
© Shannon and Dungan, and Roche on Connaught 
Side; but the Works before Gallway being fi- 
niſhed, my Lord-Preſident hath left his Foot in 
« Security at the Siege, and he with ſome Horſe 
« doth lie in one Place, and a Party from me join- 
ing with a Party from my Lord-Deputy, under 
© the Command of Sir Theophilus Jones, doth lie 
« fifteen Miles beyond Azhlone, whereby they can- 
© not join. Muſterry was met with by my Lord 
© Broghill, and was routed, with the Loſs of 500 
Men upon the Place, and as many wounded. 
© Limerick is in great Straits, we hope it will be 
yours ſpeedily ; Gallway may hold out longer; 

© the Jriſb increaſe in Numbers, but their Gather- 
© ings are in order to their breaking in Pieces. 
* Fitz- Patrick is in King's County with 2000 Men, 
and Dominick O'Connor, Barth. O' Neale, ind 
Mr. Longford with (it is reported) 5000, but I 
< ſuppoſe hardly half. Phelim M*Hugh Riley, in 
© Cavan, is reported 3000. They ſcuffle apace ; 
© Fitz-Patrick hath ſurprized Melecks upon the 
© Shannon, the Soldiers being aſleep. | Part of Ri- 
© ley's Men beſieg'd this Place, and ſtorm'd it Ve- 
* | N . © ſterday. 
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© ſterday Morning; but · were beaten off with great Inter. repnum. 


© Loſs: We loſt only four Men. Their Stay here 
vas twenty-eight — I find them unwilling 
© to fight, though their Numbers be great. I have 
not 1000 Foot, nor 400 Horſe, yet whenſoever 
] purſue them they fly into Places of Security. I 
© intended to have attempted Ballincarge, but find- 


1651. 


— 
Auguſt 


© ing the Enemy much over- number me, I think 


© it not adviſeable to engage our mo Fas to be 
taken, when I may ex- 


© looſe untill Limerick 
« pect the Leinſter Horſe back again. I came this 
Day to the Relief of this Place, but found the 
Enemy ſcattered ; yea, and they ſhall ſcatter, 
tumble, and fall, when the Terrors of the Lord 
© do make them afraid. I am, | 


My Lord, 
Your very faithful Servant, 
IJ. HEWSON. 


Aug. 28. A Letter from Lieutenant-General , 


Fleetwood to the Speaker, intimating the Arrival of 


the King's Army in and about Warcefter, was read. 


SIR, Shepftone, Aug. 27, 1651. 


8 UR Army is this Day upon their March 
8 O towards Eveſham, and fo likewiſe are we. 2s 


Enghf and 
"gh 


] ſuppoſe To-morrow we ſhall march up to Mor- draw near each 


© cefter. The Enemy, the laſt Saturday 
ſultation about fortifying that Place, and were 
« very different and uncertain in their Councils 
© about it, but were prevailed with by the Mayor, 
« Sheriff, and ſome of the Aldermen, to fortify that 
Place, which now they are very buſy a doing. 

This Day they have a Faſt, To-morrow a 
general Rendezvous of their Army and the Coun- 
try a Mile on this Side Morcgſter; but I ſuppoſe 
ve ſhall ſpoil that It is ſuppoſed that, 
upon our Approach to Worcefler, they will quit 
* that Place, but it may be their Hearts are har- 


« dened to ſtay to their own Deſtruction: This 
C will 


Vol. XX. 


, had a Con-. 


about Wore 


. ® . : " 
* 8 % 
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Inter-regnum. * will prevail much with them to ſtay, that their 
1651. - < Reputation, which they have ſeemingly got, will 
+ 8 be otherwiſe loſt, , they having perſuaded the 
People that there is no ſuch Man alive as my 
© Lord-General Cromwell, and that we have no 
Army left: Upon this Account they have had 
© more Additions of Men in Worceſterſhire than in 
all England beſides, yet I doubt not but we ſhall 
© havethat Appearance from the Lord with us, that 
© it will be manifeſted to the World, that the righ- 
teous Cauſe we are engaged in is his. Iam per- 
ſuaded we are near a very ſignal Mercy; the Lord 
© Keep us humble and believing, and fit both you 
who are our Governors, and ourſelves, for what 
© we ſhall receive. 

The Enemy are likewiſe fortifying Maxfield- 
© Houſe, near Worceſter. Mr. Moore, and ſome 
© other well - affected Perſons of Worcęſter, came to 
© us this Morning. You will have a more full 

Account how they were betrayed at Vorcęſter. 


& 


c I am, My Lord, - | is 


Wur moſt humble and faithful Servant, 
. FLEETWOOD. 


Ag. 29, A Letter from Colonel Birch to the 
Speaker, with Advice of the Earl of Derby's being 
routed in Lancaſhire, was read as follows: 


SIR. Liverpool, Aug. 26, 1651. 
A Relation of © I T pleaſed the Lord, Yeſterday, to give an ut- 
: boos 2 2 rag ter Overthrow, by Col. LZilburne's Regiment 
' Zarcaſoire, * oft Horle, to the Karl of Derby, who was raiſing 
Mien here in this County for the Scots King. The 
Earl, at his coming over from the Ile of Man, 
brought but 300 Men, whereof 60 were Horſe ; 
but landing about the Middle of the Shire, when 
the Scots Army were paſſing out of it, he had 
the better Opportunity, by our Diſtractions, to 
* march up to Harrington to them; and there he 
had the Aſſiſtance of Major-General Maſſey, with 
99, | 5 s : 02 


- 


* 
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© a Regiment of Horſe, to countenance his Pro- 


© ceedings while he gathered more to him, who. 


© afterwards left him when the Earl's Forces were 
© reputed conſiderable enough to carry on the 
© Work: And there being none in this County left 
competent to make Oppoſition, but all marched 
d out with the Army, I ſent both to my Lord-Ge- 
© neral and the Majors General to acquaint them 


with it, whereupon Col. Zilburne came very op- 


< portunely ; yet the Enemy being ſtronger in Foot, 
and ſecuring himſelf betwixt two Rivers, he was 
© not to be attempted. by Horſe only; and all that 


© could be afforded in Aſſiſtance were two Foot 


© Companies from Cheſter, (one of the Regiments, 
left about Mancheſter, not being ſo ready as the 
© reſt to march out) and what Muſketeers I horſed 
from hence, with ſome few Countrymen ; but 


© ſince my Lord-General's own Regiment of Foot 


being ſent up, and within one Day's March, the 
Enemy attempted to join the Scots Army; but 
£c avg purſued by Col. L:/burne's Regiment, and 
the 
Conjunction of my Lord-General's Regiment, it 
© pleaſed God to give them an abſolute Overthrow. 
© The Number of Priſoners and the Slain, with 
© their Qualifications, I cannot yet give further 
© Account of, but L hope this Succeſs prevents all 


mall Addition before named, without the 


Inter- regnum. 


Deſigus in theſe Parts. I muſt beg Excuſe for this 


« diſtracted Letter, and ever am, 
S1 X, + 
Your moſt real and humble Servant, 
h THO. BIRCHE. 


The next Day came a Letter from Col. Lilburne 
himſelf to the Speaker, containing all the Particu- 


lars of the Earl of Derby's Defeat. 
Mr. Speaker, Wigan, Aug. 25, 1651. 


a Y Lord-General being pleaſed to com- 


: mand me to ſtay here, to aſſiſt the Well-. 


affected againſt the _ Derby, who. was then 
* 2 wy 


\ 


\ 
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Inter-reznum. at Warrington in this County, with ſome confi- 


1651. 


— n=mnd 
Auguſt. 


« fiderable F orce both from the Ifle of Man, and 
which he had from the Scots Army; wherewith 
© he did not only much encourage the Enemy, but 
c alſo diſcourage all the Well-afteted in theſe 
Counties of Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, and whereof 
< he thought himſelf wholly Maſter, as indeed he 
« was, (none in thoſe Counties being able or daring 
to appear againſt him) and began to beat Drums 
< and raiſe Men in all Places where he came; and 
would have been very ſtrong in a ſhort Time, 
© not only thro' the Acceſs of many Malignants, 
« Papiſts, and diſaffected Perſons, but that Aſſiſt- 
« ance the Miniſters and thoſe who are called Pref- 
< byterians afforded, and would have more abun- 
« dantly appeared ; for they are the Men who are 
< grown here more bitter and envious againſt you 
© than others of the old Cavaliers Stamp. The 
< Power of the Almighty was very much ſeen in the 
total Overthrow ([ hope) of that wicked Deſign 
© which was laid and hatched not only here, but 
through the whole North of England, who was 
getting into the like Poſture, as you may further 
« underſtand by thoſe Papers I have here Gat you. 
But that God, who hath all along appeared with 
© us and for us, hath ſhewed himſelf very good and 
powerful in the diſſipating of this Enemy, who 
was, about 14 or 1500 ſtrong ; whilſt I had only 
© three Companies of Foot, about 50 or 60 Dra- 
© goons, and about 30 Horſe from Liverpool, with 
my own wearied and fomewhat ſcattered Regi- 
giment, through our tedious March from Scot- 


and, and hard Duty we had. here. 


« Yeſterday Morning (the Enemy having march- 
© ed from Preſton the Night before about Eleven 
© or Twelve o'Clock) we lay within two or 
© three Miles of them, where we expected thoſe 
Supplies of Forces which came not; and ſome of 
© our Intelligence informing us the Enemy were 


© running away towards their Army with what they 


© had gotten, we purſued them hither, with ſome 
s Can ence that that Intelligence was true; and 
| "© we 


\ 
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' © couragement we put upon them the Day before; 
but upon our Approach hither we found it other- 


| © wiſe, for they were bending their Courſe towards 


* Mancheſter, where they had not only very great 
Hopes of ſurprizing my Lord-General's Regi- 
© ment of Foot, but alſo great Aſſurance of the Aſ- 
© ſiſtance of 500 Men in and about that Town; 
© yet, upon the Sight of our near Approach, they 
© unexpectedly put themſelves into ,a Poſture of 
fighting with us, which then we endeavoured to 
« decline, in regard of the great Advantage they 
© had by their many Foot, and Hedges, and the 
© Danger we apprehended my Lord-General's Re- 
© giment of Foot at Mancheſter to be in. 

We were drawing off, thinking to have march- 
© ed in the left Flank of them thither, to have 
gained a Conjunction with our Friends, who had 
: Orders to march to me that Day towards m_ 
ton; and had Thoughts to have met them in the 
Way, having ſent ſeveral Meſſengers ta let them 
© know both the Enemy's and our Motion; but the 
Enemy perceiving us to draw off, quickly advan- 
© ced upon us with their Horfe and Foot; which 
© we perceiving, and that we could not go off ſafely 
© enough, we fell to diſpute with them, which 
: laſted almoſt an Hour; our Horſe not being able 
© to do any Service but in Lanes, and they over- 
© powering-us much in Foot, made the Buſineſs fo 
very difficult, that we hardly knew whoſe the 
© Day would be for ſo long; but therein was the 
«© Salvation of God the more ſeen, and the greater 


Opportunity we had to que}; them: I defire that 


© he may have the Praiſe and Glory of that happy 
* Succeſs he was pleaſed to give unto us, his poor 
Creatures. | | 

Having given you this Narrative in general, 
which I thought it my Duty to do, this incloſed 
« Liſt will inform you further of the Particulars. 
© The Country now begins to bring in Priſoners, 
© and to ſhew themſelves to me, though before but 
© a few appeared, I L. Enemy's Word was Taz 

an 


* 


c we believed it the rather, becauſe of ſome Diſ- Inter · regnum. 


1651. 
Auguſt. 


* 


Inter- regnum. 
15651. 


3 


38 The Parliamentary His rox 
© and their Signal White about their Arm; our. 


Word was Providence, and Signal Green. 


] deſire the Lord would teach us to walk in ſome 


© Way anſwerable to thoſe manifold and gracious 


Diſpenſations he daily gives us Experience of, 
and manifeſts his Love unto us in, that his Name 
© may be magnified in all we do, in our ſeveral 
Places and Stations: This great Mercy to us 
here, I hope, is the Earneſt of his further Ten- 
© derneſs to the great Concernments of all good 
People in this Nation, which is the hearty Deſire 


e Faithful and om 
mat humble Servant to my Power, 
ROB. LILBURNE. 


P. S. This Bearer was all the while in the En- 
gagement, and is able to give you a further Re- 
lation. . ! 4 
I haus not loft an Officer in this Engagement 
but en, and not above 10 Soldiers ſlain, 
hut very many wounded. | | 

Priſoners taken at Wigan. Colonels, Throckmor- 
ton, Legg, Robinſon, Baynes, Gerrard, and the Ad- 


Jutant- General; ' Lieutenant - Colonels, Rigby, 


Baynes,Gall:ard, and Conſtable; MajorGower; four 
Captains; two Lieutenants; one Quarter-Maſter ; 
20 Gentlemen and Reformadoes ; 400 private Pri- 
ſoners; all their Baggage and Sumpters, Arms and 
Ammunition; the Lord Derby's three Cloaks with 
Stars, his George; Garter, and other Robes. © 
Slain, and dead ſince they were taken. The Lord 
Widdrington ; Major-General Sir Thomas Tildfley ; 
Colonel Matthew Boynton ; Majors, Cheſter and 
Trollop ; and divers others of Quality, whoſe Names 
are not yet brought in, beſides 60 private Men. 


.  Incloſed in the foregoing was a Letter from 
Col. Lilburne to the Lord-General Cromwell ; but 
as it is much to the ſame Purpoſe, we paſs it 
Over. | 1 * | 


In 
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In conſequence of all theſe great Succeſſes, the Inter. regnum. 


Houſe ordered Thanks to be given to Almighty 
God, the next Lord's Day; and that the reſpec- 
tive Miniſters ſhould, at the ſame Time, beg the 
Divine Bleſſing upon the Parliament's Army now 
ready to engage with the Enemy; and that the 
Lord Mayor of London do take Care to give them 
Notice accordingly. _ f 

In the Midſt of all this Hurry of Affairs an 
Act was paſſed for continuing the Aſſeſſment of 


120, ooo. per Menſem, for three Months longer, The Aſeſſment 


1651. 
Auguſt. 


- 


from the 29th of September enſuing. And a Letter of 120,000. per 
was ordered to be ſent to the Commiſſioners for n farther 


this Aſſeſſment, to inforce the Collection thereof 
in the reſpective Counties of this Commonwealth, 
which was as follows : : 


Gentlemen, 


continued, 


AME Parliament have, by their Act herewith Letter fon 


ſent you, continued the Aſſeſſments of the Speaker to 


120, oo l. a Month for three Months from the inforce the Col- 
lection thereof. 


© 29th of September next; and ordered that the ſame 
be at once aſſeſſed, and the Collection thereof ſo diſ- 
© poſed and effectually proſecuted, that one Moiety, 
© at the leaſt, may be paid into the Treaſury, on 
© or before the 20th of October next; and the other 
© Moiety on or before the 1ſt of December next. 
© And in regard the punctual, Obſervance of their 
© Order therein, ſo as timely Proviſions may be 


made for the Forces that are now by the Scots 


© Incurſion drawn together, and ftraitened in their 
© Quarters, and for other emergent Occaſions, is 
© of that Importance that the Safety of the whole 
© Commonwealth very much depends thereupon, 
they have commanded me to recommend to you, 
who are chiefly concerned, in reſpect of your 
© Truft, in the Management of this Work, the 
Neceſſity for the Improvement of your utmoſt 
* Endeavours therein. I ſhall not need to preſs 
you with any Arguments, the public. Peace and 
Safety of this Commonwealth being ſo highly 
concerned, and at this Seaſon requiring a more 


than 
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Inter. regnom. © than ordinary Care and Diligence: Whereof not 
1651. ( doubting, 1 reſt | C8 9 b 
September. MWM loving Friend, | 
NE 6 | W. LENTHALL. 


About this Time the King publiſhed another 
Declaration, intitled, Hrs Majeſty's ſecond Decla- 
ration, ſet forth upon his Arrival at FYorcefter - 
This was alſo read in the Houſe, and burnt a few 
Days after by the common Hangman. 
The only Act paſſed this Month worth our No- 


© Hd | An AQ for re. tice, beſides thoſe already mentioned, was for the 


ducing public lowering of the Common Intereſt of Money from 

Intereſt. 8 to 6 per Cent. The Preamble to this Act informs 
us, that the Reaſon for paſſing it was, That Land 
was lately fallen greatly in its Value. Probably 
this was in ſome Meaſure owing to the bringin 
the Revenues of Biſhops, Deans and Chapters, - 
Delinquents Eftates, to public Sale. 


September. This Month begins with a Series of 
Letters from the Army, communicated to the 
Houſe by the Council of State, from whence the 
News of a general Engagement was daily ex- 
-< 90g The two following are the moſt mate- 


A Letter from Lieutenant-General Fleetwood. 


- Upton, Aug. 29, 1651, Three in 
My Lord, © 1 25 f rm. 


Letters intima- c Eſterday Major-General Lambert, with a 
— — . Regiment of Horſe from us, three Troops 
| Kagagement, * ragoons, and ſome Horſe from the Army, 


© marched up to ſee the Paſs here; and finding a ve- 
© ry ſlender Guard upon it, ordered ſome few Dra- 
6 goons to poſſeſs the Church that commands the 
« Paſs, which they accordingly did without any 
© conſiderable Oppoſition. 1 
© Major-General Maſſey was here, and com- 
© manded in Chief; he had not above 500 * 
n nd 


2 \ 
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c beſides ſome few Dragoons, with him; and tho? Inter-regnum. | : 


© the Number of ours were very inconſiderable to 
* Maſfy's, yet the Lord gave them not Hearts to 
* make any great Reſiſtance, but ran away. 


1651. 


— mnd 
September. 


We kill'd ſome few of their Horſes and Men, 


« Maſſey himſelf wounded in his Hand. This 
© Mercy which we have got, without the leaſt Drop 
of Blood, is great; the Lord, I truſt, will direct 
© us to a right Improvement thereof. That which 
we thought would have been a Work of much 


« Difficulty and Time, in gaining a Paſs, the Lord 


© hath been pleaſed to make eaſy : As ſoon as our 
Men had gained the Paſs, Major-General Lam- 
bert ſent to me for ſome Foot to make it good; 
and accordingly I mounted about 300 behind our 
« Horſe, and ordered the Foot to march after us 
with what Speed they could, which they did with 
* ſo much Chearfulneſs, that they were ſoon after 
us at this Town, where we now are, both Horſe 
© and Foot, in Town and Fields. 

© We underſtand, by a Priſoner we took this 
Morning, that the Scots Army lyeencamp'd a Mile 
on this Se Worcefler. We expected this Morn- 


© ing their Advance towards us, and accordingly 


did prepare ourſelves, by the Lord's Bleſſing up- 
on our Endeavours, to make our Reſiſtance; but 
© they came not near us, only with their Horſe- 
© Guard four or five Miles off us, which, upon the 
Approach of a Party of ours, they ſent back to 
© Worceſter. We underſtand by the ſame Party, 
that my Lord-General is playing againſt Mar- 
© cefter with his Great Guns. 

It is a Mercy exceedingly to be admired, that 
© there is ſo great a Reſtraint upon People's Hearts, 
© that few Englif ap ainſt that righteous 
© Cauſe we engage in; but theLord is our Strength, 
© and that we may more and more make our whole 
s Dependency upon him, is the Prayer of 


Nur moſt faithful and humble Servant, 


. CHA, FLEETWOOD. 
* 
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Another, dated Gloucefter, Auguſt 30, 1651. 
.8 1 R, a ä N ol 3 
N Thurſday Morning laſt the Lord-General 
6 Cromwell came before Woreefter, having 
© about 17,000 Horſe and Foot, with Major-Ge- 
© neral Lambert and Major-General Harriſon. He 
< lies at preſent upon the South-Weſt Side of Wor- 
© ceſter, and is not, as yet, Extended to the North 
Side. e 

Upon Thurſday Night the Enemy ſallied out, 


but were beaten in without Loſs of one Man of 
our Army, only one wounded, three of the Ene- 


my being ſlain, and five Horſes taken. : 
Upon Friday Night, between One and Two 

o' Clock, the Enemy made a very deſperate Sally 

© out of Sidbury-Gate, with 1500 Horſe and Foot, 


- © or thereabouts, with an Intent to ſet upon an 


< Houſe wherein our Army had ſet 200 Muſketeers, 
being about a Mile off the City, upon the Road 
© towards Glauceſter, South-Eaſt of the River; they 
© came within leſs than eight Score Y ards of the ſaid 
© Houſe, but the Officers and Soldiers being ready 
© and the Army having taken the Alarm, prevented 
© the Deſign, beat them back into the City, with 
© the Loſs of one Man, being a private Soldier. 
And there were found dead this Morning, be- 
© ing Saturday, of their Men upon the Highway, 


eleven, — 2 whom was an eminent Man, as 
y 


© it is thought by his Habit: Three more of the 
Enemy lot their Way, and came within the Body 
of our Foot, whom they preſently flew. The 
Enemy within the City are making their Works 


. © very ſtrong, and are this Day upon the Mount 


City. 8. | 
IR Over Severn, upon the Weſt Side of the City, 
© lies all the Army of the Enemy contracted within 


« Gies near the River, on the South-Eaſt of the 


two Miles of the City, to my beſt Intelligence; 


© but all viſible to our Army, except only ſmall 
Parties that are out to fetch in Proviſions ; and 
in the Night they ſend into the City 3 or _ 
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« of their Horſe, which they conſtantly draw out Inter- regnum. 


© in the Day. They ſhoot-all Day exceſſively at 
our Horſe and Foot, as if they feared never to 
< want Powder or Bullets. 


1651. 
— — 
September. 


The Lord Grey, Lieutenant-General Fleet- 


co, and Major-General Deſborough, came to 


< Upton Bridge upon Thurſday Afternoon, ot the 


« Paſs, and poſſeſſed themſelves of Upton Church 


on the other Side the River, without the Loſs of 


© one Man; kill'd two of the Enemy, kill'd Maſ- 
© ſey's Horſe under him, took his own Servant, who 
< is ſince dead, who confeſſed his Maſter was en- 
© gaged, and that it was his Maſter's Horſe that 
6 ſay dead in the Street, and that a Highlander lent 
© him his Horſe to make his Eſcape. | 

Our Army at Upton Bridge are between 10 and 
© 11,000, at MWorceſler about 18,000, beſides 3000 
© that are within one Day's March. All the Com- 
.* manders in Chief of our Army are in good 
Health, and very active. Maſſey himſelf is 
* wounded in the Right Arm, and ſome ſay in the 
© Thigh too. He was led into H/orce/ter between 
two on Horſeback on either Side of him; he look'd 
© very pale; ſome ſince report him dead, but that 
is not believed.“ 0 


The Lord - Commiſſioner Liſle reported, from the 1 


Council of State, a traiterous and ſeditious Paper, fem the King 


intitled, By the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty, a ordered to be 
General Summons to the Kingdom to riſe for the King burnt. 


and Laws; and alſo an Act prohibiting the keeping 
and publiſhing the ſaid Paper, or any other ſuch 


traiterous and ſeditious Papers; and requiring all 


Perſons to bring in the ſame to the Council of State, 
in order to their being burnt by the common Hang- 
man; which was read a firſt and ſecond Time, and 
committed. 


But there was no great Occaſion for all this Pre- ; 


. caution: For, 


On the 5th of this Month, the Houſe receiv'd di- 


vers Letters of the Defeat of the Scots Army _ 
EI or- 
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Later-regnum. Worcęſter, two Days before: That from the Lord- 
1651. General himſelf will be ſufficient in this Place. 


For the Right Hon. William LENTHALL, Eq; 
Speaker of the Parliament of the Commonwealth 
F England. | | 
* Near Worceſter, Sept. 3, 1651, 
1 | | 725 at Week , 
Gen. Cromwell's6 Eing ſo weary, and ſcarce able to write, yet 
n I 1Kought it my Duty to let you know ns 
Ay ot Werce-< much, that upon this Day, being the Third of 
. 6 September, (remarkable for a Mercy vouchſafed 
© to your Forces. on this Day Twelve- month in 
Scotland) we built a Bridge of Boats over Severn, 
© between it and Tame, about half a Mile from 
© Woreefter, and another over Tame within Piſtol- 
© ſhot of our other Bridge : Lieutenant-General 
© Fleetwood and Major-General Dean marched 
© from Upton, on the South-Weſt Side of Severn, up 
© to Pawick, a Town which was a Paſs the Enemy 
© kept. | We paſſed over ſome Horſe and Foot, 
© and were in Conjunction with the Lieutenant- 
© General's Forces. We beat the Enemy from 
Hedge to Hedge, till we beat him into Worceſter - 


— 
— 


The Enemy then drew all his Forces on the other 


Side the Town, all but what he loſt, and made a 
< very conſiderable Fight with us for Three Hours 


Space; but in the End we beat him totally, and 


< purſued him up to his Royal Fort, which we 
; © took, and indeed have beaten his whole Army. 


When we took the Fort we turned his own Guns 


c upon him. The Enemy hath had great Loſs, 
and certainly is — 
We are in purſuit of him, and have laid Forces in 
© ſeveral Places, that we hope will gather him up. 
Indeed this hath been a very glorious Mercy, and 
« as ſtiff a Conteſt for four or five Hours as ever 
I have ſeen; both your old Forces and thoſe new 
© raiſed, have behaved themſelves with very. great 
Courage, and he that made them come out, made 


them willing to fight for you. The Lord God Al- 


WW: mighty 


and run ſeveral Ways, 


Of ENGLAND. 455 
mighty frame our Hearts to real Thankfulneſs Tnter-regnum, 
« for this which is alone his own doing. I hope I 1657. 

« ſhall, within a Day or two, give you a more per- 
« fe Account. In the mean Time I hope you will . 


pardon, © © 
SIR, | 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
O. CROMWELL. 


For this moſt remarkable Inſtance of Succeſs 
the Parliament ordered a" Thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God the next Lord's Day, till another 
could be appointed, to be obſerved throughout the 
Nation. 


Sept. 6. Major Cobbet, who was ſent by the Ge- 
neral from Worceſter, gave the Houſe a farther Ac- 
count of the Battle near that City : He alſo pro- 
duced a Collar of 88, which was the King of 
Scots, and his Garter; which the ſaid Officer took 
in the King's Quarters at Worcefler; and preſented 
a ſecond Letter from the Lord-General to the 
Speaker, which was in hec Yerba : * | 


STR, | Moreęſter, Sept. 4, 1651. 
Am not able yet to give you an exact Ac- 
© | count of the great Things the Lord hath 
0 — 4 for this Commonwealth, and for his 
People, and yet I am unwilling to be ſilent; but, 
according to my Duty, ſhall repreſent it to you 
© as it comes to Hand: This Battle was fought 
© with various Succeſs for ſome Hours, but ftill 
© hopeful on your Part; and in the End became an 
© abſolute Victory, and ſo full a one as proved 
© a total Defeat and Ruin of the Enemy's Army, 
© a Poſſeſſion of the Town, (our Men entering at 
the Enemies Heels, and fighting with them in 
© the Streets with very great Courage) and of all 
* their Baggage and Artillery, What the Slain 
| | 8 are 

© This and the foregoing Letter from Cromtvell are from 
the original Edition, printed by Jobs Field, by Order eb che Houle 


Inter- regnum. 
1651. 
: ptember « 
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© are I can give you no Account, becauſe we 


have not taken an exact View; but they are very 


© many, and muſt needs be ſo, becauſe the Diſ- 
pute was long and very near at Hand, and often 
© at Puſh of Pike, and from one Defence to an- 
© other. Fg” 6 HR 90s 

There are about 6 or 7000 Priſoners taken here, 


and many Officers and Noblemen of very great 


Quality; Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of Rothes, 


and divers other Noblemen; I hear the Earl of 


Lauderdale, many Officers of great Quality, and 
© ſome” that will be fit Subjects of your Juſtice. 

We have ſent very conſiderable Parties after 
< the flying Enemy; I hear they have taken con- 


_ © fiderable Numbers of Priſoners, and are very 


© cloſe in the Purſuit: Indeed, I hear, the Coun- 
© try riſeth upon them every where, and I believe 
the Forces that lye, through Providence, at Bewd- 
© ley, and in Shropſhire and Staffordſhire, and thoſe 
< with Colonel Lilburn, were in a Condition; as 
if this had been foreſeen, to intercept what ſhould 
return. | $148 
A more particular Account than this will be 
prepared for you as we are able. I heard they 
© had not many more then 1000 Horſe in their 
Body that fled. I believe you have near 4000 
Forces following and interpoſing between them 
© and home. „ . n 1 | = 
Their Army was about 16,000 ftrong, and 
q ght ours on H/orcefter Side of Severn almoſt 
with their Whole, whilſt we had engaged half our 
Army on the other Side but with Parties of theirs. 


Indeed it was a ſtiff Buſineſs, yet I do not think 


ve have loſt 200 Men. Your new-raiſed Forces 
did perform ſingular good Service, for whieh 
© they deſerve a very high Eſtimation and Acknow- 
© ledgement, as alſo for their Willingneſs there- 
< unto, foraſmuch as the ſame hath added ſo much 
© to the Reputation of your Affairs; they are all 


_ © diſpatched home again, which, I hope, will be 


try, which is a great Fruit of theſe Succeſſes. 


much for the Eaſe and Satisfaction of the Coun- 


The 
Za 
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The Dimenſions of this Mercy are above my Inter-regnum. 


© Thoughts, it is, for ought I know, a crownin 


Mercy; ſurely if it be not, ſuch a one we ſhall 


< have, if this provoke thoſe that are concerned 
cin it to Thankfulneſs, and the Parliament to do 


1652. 


September. 


„the Will of him who Bath done his Will for it 


and for the Nation, Whoſe good Pleaſure it is to 
« eſtabliſh the Nation and the Change of the Go- 
« vernment, by making the People ſo willing to- 
< the Defence thereof, and ſo ſignally to bleſs the 
Endeavours of your . Servants in this late great 
Work. I am bold humbly to beg, that all 
© Thoughts may tend to the promoting of his 
Honour, who hath, wrought ſo great Salvation; 
© and that the Fatneſs of theſe continued Mercies 
may not occaſion Pride and Wantonneſs, as for- 
© merly the like hath done to a choſen Nation 
© but that the Fear of the Lord, even for his Mer- 
© cies, may keep an Authority anda People fo pro- 
© ſpered and bleſſed, and witneſſed unto, humble 
and faithful; and that Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, 
Mercy and Truth, may flow from you as a 
« thankful Return to our gracious God; this ſhall 
© be the Prayer of, 


SIR, 
' Your moſt humble a 
5 obedient Serve, 

O. CROMWELL. 


P. S. © Your Officers behaved themſelves 
© with much Honour in this Service, and the Per- 
* ſon who is the Bearer hereof was equal in the 
* Performance of his Duty to moſt that ſerved you 
© that Day. | 


After reading this Letter the Houſe appointed 
the ſecond of October enſuing to be kept as a Day 
of Thankſgiving throughout England, Ireland, and 
even Scotland too. They likewiſe reſolved to dine 


together, on that Day, after Sermon, at the Ban- 


queting- 
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later. regnum. queting-Houſe in I hiteball; and the Council of 
1651. State were ordered to provide Dinner accordingly-. 
WA The Houſe went ſtill further in this Thankſgiving 
ſeptember» than ever they had done before, 5 ordering in an 
id 


For which the Act not only to ſet apaxt the ſa ay, but alſo to 

Houſe appoint a appoint an annual Commęmoration of this Victo 
— Thankſ- on the third of September, for Time to come. 4 
| Deputation, conſiſting of two Commiſſioners of the 
Great Seal, Mr. Liſſe and Mr. Jhitlocke, with the 
Lord Chief Juſtice St. John and Sir Gilbert Pick- 
ering, were appointed to go and compliment the 
General on this Occaſion; and it was referred to 
a Committee to conſider of ſomewhat to be done 
dation ta oe. by the Parliament, as a Teſtimony of their thank- 
— him on ful Acceptance of the great and faithful Services 
his great Victory. performed by the Lord-General. In the mean 
Time, Apartments were ordered to be fitted up 
for him in Hampton-Court ; and the Council of 
State were impower'd to give ſuch reaſonable Gra- 
tuities as they ſhould think proper to the Perſons 
who gave Intelligence to the Parliament's Forces 

of the Enemy's FranſaQtions at Worceſter. 


And ſend a De- 


Sept. 9. This Day the Commiſfioners appointed 
to wait upon the General, being ready to ſet out, 
the Houſe delivered to them the following Inſtruc- 
tions: 5 

| September 9, 1651. 
6 OV are, in the Name of the Parliament, to 
6 congratulate his Lordſhip's good Reco- 
© very of Health, after his dangerous Sickneſs; and 
to take Notice of his unwearied Labours and 
© Pains in the late Expedition into Scotland, for the 
© Service of this Commonwealth; of his Diligence 
© in Proſecution of the Enemy, when he fled into 
England; of the great Hardſhips and —_— b 

| f The Thank ſgiving- 9 

for which this n — wn 
be Notice timely enough for all the Three Nations to obſerve it on 
the ſame oy The Order for appointing a Dinner for the Parlia- 
ment was alſo afterwards revoked. — We have frequent Inſtances, 
a — aſide the 
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© hath expoſed himſelf to, and particularly at the 
© late Fight at Worce/ter ; of the prudent and 
faithful managing and conducting throughout this 
great and impartial Affair, which the Lord from 
a Heaven hath ſo ſignally bleſs d, and crowned 
© with ſo compleat and Dna an Iſſue. Of all 

«© which, you are to make known to his Lordſhip, 
- © the Parliament have thought fit, by you, to cer- 


therein: And for the ſame you are to return, in 
© the Name of the Parliament and Commonwealth 
« of England, their moſt hearty Thanks : As alſo 
4 to the reſt of the Officers and Soldiers, for their 
great and gallant Services done to this Common- 
« wealth. . 
© You are likewiſe to let his Lordſhip know that 


* tify their Acceptance and great Satisfaction 


© ſince, by the great Bleſſing of God upon his Lord- 


© ſhip's and the Army's Endeavours, the Enemy is 
© ſo totally defeated, and the State of Affairs, as 
well in England as Scotland, ſuch, as may very 
« well diſpenſe with his Lordſhip's Continuance in 
© the Field; they do defire his Lordſhip, for the 
© better Settlement of his Health, to take ſuch Reſt 
and Repoſe as he ſhall find moſt requiſite and 
© conducing thereunto: And for that Purpoſe to 
make his Repair to, and Reſidence at or with- 
in, ſome few Miles of this Place, whereby al- 
* ſo the Parliament may have the Afflſtance of 
© his Preſence, in the great and important Conſul- 
* tations for the further Settlement of this Com- 
* monwealth, which they are now upon. 


Mr. Whitlocke gives us the following Reſult of 

this Embaſly : * That they met the General near 
Ayleſbury, delivered their Meſſ: and he receiv'd 
them with all Kindneſs and Reſpet: That he 
gave each of them a Horſe and two Scots Priſoners, 


as a Token of his thankful Reception of the Par- 


liament's Regard in ſending them to meet and con- 
gratulate him.“ A Fournalift® of theſe” Times 
W Adds, 


© Nouvelles Ordindires de | Fr 
a. Sorel Olin Lada, pie, n by 


\ 
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Inter-regnum. adds, That Cromwell was met, at Acton, by the 
1651. Speaker, the Lord Preſident Bradſbatu, many Mem- 
————— _ bers of Parliament and the Council of State, with the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of Londen - 
That he enter'd the City in a Coach of State, and 
was receiv d with all poſſible Acclamations of Joy.” 
© All which, ſays Mr. Ludlotu, tended not a little to 

heighten the Spirit of this haughty Gentleman. 


| Rewards voted, The Engliſh Army in Scotland, which Cromivel! 
by Parliament, had Jeft behind him, under the Command of Ma- 
2 jor- General Lambert, Lieutenant- General Moncte, 
Commiſſary- General Mhalley, Colonel Okey, and 
Colonel Alured, had made great Conqueſts in that 
Kingdom; whereupon che Houſe, on the 9th of 
this Month, ordered Lands of Inheritance, to the 
Value of 10001. per Aunum, to be ſettled on Lam- 
bert; 500 l. on Mencte and JYhalley; 3001. on 
Okty; and 2001, on Alured, for their great and 
eminent Services to the Commonwealth, Some 
Time after they voted Lands of 1000 J. per An- 
num to Lord Grey of OO 5007. to Commiſlary- 
General Reynolds ; 1001. to Major Cobbet, who 
brought up the King's Collar of SS and Garter ; 
and 1007. to Colonel Joyce, who ſeiz d upon his 
late Majeſty's Perſon at Holdenbly, *© © 
And to ſhew the Scott Nation that the Engli/b 
were reſolved to keep what they had conquer d in 
that N 975 1 550 ordered a Bill to be 
brought in, For aſſerting the Right of England to 
fo wn 2 of Scotland 2 now 2 Poon of 
their Forces, and to py it under the Government 
of this Commonwealth. E 


7 


Sept. 10, The following Proclamation was iſ- 
ſued out For the Diſcovery and Apprehending of 
Charles Stuart, and other Traitors, bi Adherents, - 
SHR oo io nil Ko oY 
x 4 Proclamation £, FX 7. Hereas Charles Stuart, Son to the late 
„ Tyrant, with divers of the Engliſh and 
bending the. Scots Natign, have lately, in a traiterous and ho- 
King's Perſon. Nene NR K * « ſtile 


= 
=— 
„ 
— 
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t ſtile Manner, with an Army, invaded this Na- 3 


tion; which, by the Bleſſing of God upon the 
« Forcgs of this Commonwealth, have been defeat- 
ed, and many of the chief Actors therein ſlain and 
taken Priſoners ; but the ſaid Charles Stuart bath 
© eſcaped: _ Rota. .- 1 F tg | 
« For the ſpeedy apprehending of ſuch a mali- 
© cious and dangerous Traitor to the Peace of this 
Commonwealth, the Parliament doth ftriat! 
© 6harge and command all Officers, as well Civi 
© as Military, and all other the good People of this 


Nation, that they make diligent Search and In- 


© quiry. for the ſaid Charles Stuart, and his Abet- 
tors and Adherents in this Invaſion, and uſe their 
_ ©* beſt Endeavours for the Diſcovery and Arreſting 
© the Bodies of them and every of them; and, be- 
ing apprehended, to bring, or cauſe to be brought, 
« forthwith, and wichout Dela „in ſafe Cuſtody, 
© before the Parliament or Council of State, to be 
© proceeded with and ordered as Juſtice ſhall re- 
© quire. | | | 
_ * And if any Perſon ſhall, knowingly, conceal 
© the ſaid Charles Stuart, or any of his Abettors or 
© Adherents, or ſhall not reveal the Places of their 
© Abode or Being, if it be in their Power ſo to d 

© the Pailiament doth declare that they will hold 
_ © them as Partakers and Abettors of their traiter- 
© ous wicked Practices and Deſigns. 


o 


1651, 
September 


And the Parliament doth further publiſh and 


declare, That whoſoever ſhall apprehend the 
< Perſon of the ſaid Charles Stuart, and ſhall bring, 
© or cauſe him to be brought, to the Parliament or 
© Council of State, ſhall have given and beſtowed 
© on him or them, as a Reward for ſuch Service, 
© the Sum of 10007. | 

And all Officers, Civil and Military, are re- 
* quired to de aiding and affiſting unto ſuch Perſon 
and Perſons therein. h 
"31 on at Weſtminſter this 10th of September, 

| 1651. | © 
. HENRY SCOBELL, Cler. Parl. 


3 The 
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Iater-regnum. + The fame Day it was teferred to the Council of 
265} State to cotiſider of fuch Priſoiiets, as well £rigti/b 
— as $tots, as wete fit to be made Examples of pub- 
le Juſtice; and to give ſueh Direction for ſecuring 
and diſpoſing of the teft, as might be moſt for the 
— of the Nation. An A& for continuing the 
High Court of Juſtice to tlie laſt — Sa of Dacember 

nent, was alſo ordered in immediately. 6 


' The Pirliametit beg alread) en wine 
e _ Officers in the Scars Wars, they now 
S thoug oper to regatd their Commander in - 
| Chitef, © Actorditigly;” on the i 1th of this Month, 
they reſelv's that Lands of Inheritance, to the 
arly Value of 4000 J. belonging to the State, 
; beſides 2500 J. = Ann. formerly granted] be ſet- 
tled upon the Lord-General Cromwell and his 
W e as # Mark of Favoiir from the Parliament, 
for his great and ement Services to the Common- 
wealth. Likewife 2000 J. yearly Rent, was or- 
_ to be ſettled on Henry Ireton,. Eſq; Lord- 
Depiity of Ireland, Crointbell's Son-in-Law. Mr. 
Ludlow writes, & That 'wheti the News of this 
Gtant was brought over to Iieton, it was f6 un- 
acteptable to him, that he ſaid; The Parliament 
© bad many juſt Debts; which he deſired they 
< would pay befote they made any ſuch Preſents ; 
© that he had nb Need of their Land, and therefore 
© woald ftot have it; and that he ſtiotild be moro 
© conterited to ſee chem doin ng the Service of the 
« Natioti, th Unger fo fiberal in diſpoſing of the Public 
6 « Tredfire. 


Tie mme Diy: 851 11, 4 Letter fam Mgr: 
General Harriſon, to the Speaker, was read: 


$78 Prolin, 1th Day of the 5th Math. 


N 


Several Letters I Mal veſtion ou have had a large 
_— = _ * e my Lord General, of the Mer- 
Ser hens after Cy at Worceſter, which was very eminent, aye as 


the Battle of ta 
W &c, 28 $7 Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 371. 


The Battle being turned by our God, it pleaſed 
© his Excellency to appoint me the Purſuit z and 
* haying a little breathing Time, I judge it my 
a Duty td give you the beſt Account I can of the 
© Lord's Coodnels to us therein, which I have 
duly diſpatched to his Excellency by Letter, or 
6 4 Officer, as I could for Time. 

And I conceive he hath tranſmitted to you all, 


„that is yet come to him, conſiderable : And. 


< therefore I ſhall not trouble you much with the 
« Paſlages of the Eyening and Night of the third 
© Inftant, and the Day following, wherein were 
taken and flain in the Purſuit {and ſo diſperſed 
that the Copnyy might bring them in) at. leaſt 
* 2000 Horſe and Foot, according to our beſt Gueſs ; 
and amon them the Earls o Derby, Cleveland, 
6 Lauderdale, and other conſiderable Officers.  - 
On the fifth Day of the Month we had Intel- 
© ligence that the Enemy divided and took three 
| 2 and accordingly I divided the Forces with 
Appoipting Colonel Sanders, with his Re- 
giment . 7 2 of thoſe that might take 
Derbyſhire and Yorkſhire; Colonel Blun- 
12 we Colonel Barton, with $00 Horſe, and 
our 


or We Troops of Ware, ns je gap ah 
O 


c ward ; an and fourteen T ;roops of ſe to . 


* rington ; Fein ſo gnward on don theta Hand with 1 q 


1 a Ying the the Co Directions (and 
© taking Orin Courſe allo myſelf) to-keep out 
6 3 N — 2 of the ableſt Horſe cloſe after 
6 5 Enemy, while our Troops fellow as they 


| CAP; if the Enemy, of about 590, paſſed 
c © Over ik 21 at Flallin Ferry near Har- 
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September 


Bridge bei ahem) of 
tan (the 9 , 


ck 0m we bad and, he- 

rn ta . 

Ache Fern the VI — Ken dr 
ro n þ many co 

c W W TIRES es 


D* » Thoſe 


* 


A Crown to all the Lord vouchfaſed us formerly. Inter. regnum. 
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Inter-regnurn. | © Thoſe that eſcaped of this Party are ſo ſcattered 
1651. c that the Country People will bring them in; I 
September, having before ſent to the Commiſſioners, that 
t the Country People might get together in their 
5 ſeveral Diviſions and Hundreds, with what Arms 
£ they had for that Purpoſe. PET Ott” 
0 < juſt now I am informed of 100 more taken 
near Bolton Yeſterday, and 60 rendered them- 
* ſelves Priſoners to Capt. Carter and Capt. Ella- 
fon, of my Lord General's Regiment of Foot. 
The greateſt Body that is left of the Enemy, 

' © being about 1000, I find is turned off ſome Way 
© towards Yorkſhire ; but I hope ſome of the afore- 
mentioned Parties will light on them, the Work 

being, through the Lord's Goodneſs to us, ſo well 

over this Way. I am croſſing the Country to 

+ Skipton, to fall in with them alſo, to do further 

upon the Remainder of the Enemy, as the Lord 

' © ſhall give Strength to our Forces, and miniſter 
Opportunity. F (tee) F- 3s "A: 

The commanded Party that purſued: on this 

© Road fdrawm out of Colonel Riche's, Colonel 

| $ Lilburne's, Colonel Barton's, and my on Re- 

giment) having moſt of them reached Lancaſter 
« the laſt Night, I haſten what may be towards 
Appully, that they may join with what freſh Horſe 
the Governor of Carliſſe can raife, and attend 
© what Providence may offer; not knowing (tho 
none of the Enemy be on this Road in their Van) 

5 but that ſome may dribble down that Way: Gi- 
c ving them alſo Directions to get up to Hexham, 
c with what Speed may be, where, poſſibly, they 
© may get the Van of the Enemy, and be very 
6 uſeful to encourage the Country to riſe before 
them. 
3 They are, undoubtedly, at a Loſs, and 
e have great Reaſon to hope few or none of 
them will eſcape out of England; and, if any do, 

s Phope our Friends in Scotland (having had time- 
©1y Notice of this Mercy) will be in a good Rea- 
s dess to receive them. | | 3 
"2591 3 * i C o The 
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© The Lord grant that the Parliament (whom he 
© hath thus fuxther honoured, and owned in the 


Eyes of all the World) may improve this Mercy, September. 


intruſted to their Management, according to 
© the Will of God, in eſtabliſhing the Ways of 
© Righteouſneſs and Juſtice yet more; relieving of 
© the Oppreſſed, and opening a wide Door to, the 
* publiſhing of the everlaſting Goſpel of our only 
1 Lord and Saviour, who is worthy to be loved, ho- 
© noured, exalted, and admired by all his People; 
© and it will be ſo, through the Spirit that he will 
give them, and all his Enemies ſhall be made 

0 bis Footſtool. I commend you to his free Grace, 
© which is exceeding gbundant towards his poor 
People; remaining, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
T. HARRISON. 


After reading the foregoing Letter, Mr. Scott, Some of the ca- 


from the Council of State, reported to the Houſe pital ' Priſoners 


the Names of thoſe Perſons they thought proper a 2 


to be made Examples of Juſtice, which were theſe; 
James Earl of Derby, Col. Edward Maſſey, Duke 
of Hamilton, John Earl of Lauderdale, the Earl of 
Cleveland, Capt. Benbow, Sir Timathy Feather flon- 
 haughy alſo Thomas Licence and James Bridges, the 
one Mayor, and the other Sheriff, of Morceſter. 
Theſe were all ordered to be tried by Courts Mar- 
tial, in different Places. 
The State, at this Time, had a Regard, we find, 
to retrench their great Expences, and cafe the Pub- 
lie-ſomewhat of that monſtrous Tax of 120,000 /. 
a Month. Accordingly they had directed a Lift 
of all the Garriſons in England, and the ſeveral 
Forces in the Field, to be laid before them, in or- 
der to the diſbanding Part thereof: And this Day 
the ſame was brought in by the Perſons commiſſion- 
ed for that Purpoie. The Particulars at large are 
enter'd in che 5e 
recitet. | 
in as a Sept. 


ournals, but are too tedious to be 
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— 
September, 
LY 
_ * 


were read in the Houſe ; the one from Dr. Cler4, 
relating to the Progreſs of the Parliament's Forces 
in Scotland, and the other from Col. Birche, in 


conſequence of the late Defeat at Morceſter. 


defable; I have ſent a Lift incloſed of ſuch Pri- 


© ſoners of Quality as are yet diſcovered i, many of 
them bei corded 5 Soldiers. * | 

There were 1500, upon the Line when we 
© fform'd; and now we come to bury the Dead, 
which is not yet fully done, we find that there 
« were near 800 kill'd. The Spoil is like to prove 
very great; were you here you would not know 
a private Soldier from an Officer, divers of them 
having got gallant Apparel. Though we are not 
yet ſettled here, yet this little wee Bit of an Ar- 


- © my will not be idle: If you fend us more Men, 


and ſome Money too, for Encouragement, we 
doubt not but, thro God's Aſſiſtance, we ſhall 


© © do much more before Winter, and get Footing 
© ſix Score Miles further into the Highlands | 


| laxized. in the ſucceeding f 
in chis and the following Letter, are purpoſely omitted. 


- © This Day a ſtrang Party of Horſe was ſent to 


* Monjroſs, a Port- Ton about twenty-four Miles 
© hence, by whom the Lieutenant-General hath 


* ſent 2 Summons, having Intelligence that the 
Enemy were preparing to garriſan the Town. 


© Some Gentlemen of Quality hereabouts have 
© ſent their Submiſſions to the Power of the Parlia- 
ment of England, and ſeem to be free both as to 


Contribution and Aſſiſtance; yet we ſhall not 


« truſt them further than we ſee them. 
rot BU Bs: vs 


-. 
- 
* » 


I am,. 


! As the Names of the moſt confiterable-Prifoners are partico- 
ized. ing Narrative, the Lide of them, mentioned 


SIA 


\ 


S. I R, Dundee, Sert. 5, 1651. 
4 E Succeſs of the Engliſb Forces at Dun- 
2 dee, appears yet every Day more conſi- 


at the M CLERK. 
5 "2 ' 


2 N, Ras 


dis Way upon their Defeat at Morceſter, the 
Country generally roſe againſt them, and brought 
them Priſoners to the next Toyns. 


And having Notice of many conſiderable Per- 
© ſons taken hereabouts, I came hither Yeſternight; | 


ed, 


and to thoſe 1 N into Liverpool haue 
in the incloſed Lift; ſuch as &fqund there. 


* There are ſeveral other Done, as Warring- 


fon, Preflen, and Wigan, where Priſoners are; 


« and the Account of the Commanders there 1 


© vet have not; and beſides them, in theſe ſeveral 
. Places, there are not leſs than Ic or 1200 
common Soldiers | 


I think the Scots King came this Day with 
Lieutenant - General Leſey and Lieutenant-Ge- 
© neral Middletan, who were taken on Blackflone- 
Edge, in the Moors between Rochdale and Hali- 
* fax ; and we believe that he eſcaped towards 
e . in ſome Diſguiſe. | 
All Search is made for him here, that may be, 
' © amongſt the Priſoners, but he cannot be beard 
Ca = : | 
+ Sir, I was deſirous to give you this Account, 
© which is all your preſent Trouble from | 


Your moſt obliged and moft bumble Servant, 
W ps” HO. BIRCHE. 


Sept. 16. This Day the Parliament's victorious 
General, Cromuell, appear'd in the Houſe; when 
the Speaker, in their Name, made an eloquent 
Oration, as the Journals expreſs it, to him; and 
gave him their hearty Thanks for his great Ser- 
vices to the Commonwealth. And the ſame Day 


he was moſt ſplendidly entertained at Merchant- 


Taylors-Hall, by the Lord Mayor. 
Upon the Return of .the General, we find that 
the Bill for an equal Repreſentative in Parliament 


was briſkly revived ; for it was, this Day, ordered 


Newcaſtle, Sept. 9, 1651. * 
0 80955 5 Parties of the Enemy's Horſe flying 


* 


* 
tember » 


- 
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Inter. regnum. to be taken into Debate the next Morning, and 
1651. nothing to interv ene. 


September. Accordingly, Sepr. 17, it was made the Subject 

almoſt of this whole: Day; but nothing further is 

entered, about it, than that it was adjourned to this 

Day Se'nnight ; and then the Report to be made 

to the Houle of it, the firſt Buſineſs. * 

Ihe fame Day the Scots Priſoners were brought 

to London, and march'd thro” the City into Tothill- 

Fields; the Lord Grandiſon, and ſome other Eng- 

h/þ Officers of „ 4. being diſcovered amongſt 

them, The Earls of Cleveland, Derby, and Lau- 

Aierdale, and the Mayor and Sheriff of Vorceſter, 
were ordered by the Houſe to a ſpeedy Trial. 

The Parliament alſo reſolved to appoint an Hu- 
miliation to be kept in the Houſe on the 23d, to 
ſeek, from Almighty God, Counſel and Aſſiſtance 
for making a right Improvement of the great Mer- 
cies he had ſhewn to this Nation, and doing; thoſe 

Things which might moſt conduce to his Glory, 
and the Settlement and Good of the Common- 
wealth. Which was obſerved on that Day, with 
the uſual Solemnity. e 


3 The two next Days were almoſt wholly em- 
in, for fring a Ployed in debating the grand Point of a new Re- 
Period to the preſentativs; on the latter of which the Queſtion 
ö eing put, That a Bill be brought in for ſetting a 
2 5 Time cettaih for the Sitting of this Parliament, and 
| for calling a new one, with ſuch fit Rules, Quali- 
fications, Proportions, and other Circumſtances, 

as this Parliament ſhall think fit, and ſhall be for 

the Good and Saſety of this Commonwealth, the 

Houſe divided, the Teas went forth ; when 

the Lord-General and Mr. Scott, the Tellers of 

them, brought in the Numbers 33; Sir Henry 

Mildmay and Sir James Harrington for the Noes, 

26; on which the Bill was ordered in, and a Com- 


mittee appointed for that Purpoſe. 4 4 
_ 'Sept/26. This Day an Act For ſetting apart the 


24th of October, 1651, for a Day of public. Thankſ- 
| | giving, 


4 
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giving, together with a N arrative declaring the later- 
Grounds and Reaſons thereof, was read a third 1631. 
Time, paſſed, and ordered to be en and * WER 
liſhed, as follows: ptember, 


\HE Works of 8 by which the An aa appoint- 
Lord hath pleaded the Cauſe f this Par- ing a Thank- 


* > e piving Day for 
* and men; in ch Sigh Hut of th the Patliament's 


Nations round about, ale orious, and will be great Succeſſes, 
« ſought out by gl In 0 ave Pleaſure in with a Narrative 


© them; and ks 1 5 oh —— of the Particulars 
© mon Title of Een 1 War, the hereof. 
Lord having ſo done this ates of Work for 
Time and Place, with a Concurrence of all other 
remarkable Circumſtances, that it ought to be 
© had in everlaſting Remembrance, both by our- 
* ſelves, and by the Generations which ſhall be 
© born. 
After the Lord, the great and righteous Judge 
of Heaven and Earth, was pleaſed ſo ſignally to 
bear Witneſs to the Juſtice and Neceſſity of our 
* Army's marching into Scotland, by giving Sen- 
© tence (when ſolemn Appeals were made unto him 
#1 both Parties) on our Side, in that glorious 
ictory vouchſafed unto our Army, Sept. — 1650, 
* againft the Scots near Dunbar : ſame Divine 
Providence led on our Forces there to the gaining 
© of many Towns and Garriſons, Q. 
1 the 22d of Auguſt, about Noon, the Ene- 
» with 500 Horſe and Dragoons, enter d Vor- 
©; * than which no Place ed more to an- 
* ſwer all his Ends; it being a City ſeated on the 
_ © Severn, within twelve Miles of five Counties, 
© near unto Gloucefler, the Foreſt of Dean, and 
© South-Wales, where Maſſey (who was a little be- 
© fore called off from the 1 of Derby. to ſerve 
this Deſign) pretended his greateſt Intereſt to be; 
* and, by gai that Place, the Enemy well knew 
© he ſhould be de Maſter of all the P upon the 


Severn, from Shrewſbury to Glouceſter; and (there 
not being 100 of the Parliament's Forces within 
* twenty Miles of him) he might lie the more ſe- 

. cure 
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* Tnter-regqum- © cure far refreſhing his wearied Men, employ his 


165 I 
September. 


Intereſt to get what additional Strength he could 
* from thoſe Parts, or at leaſt make it a Winter 
War; and thereby gain Time for foreign Aſſiſt- 
© ance, and bette 9 for his Agents to 
* ſtir up Tumults in England, and for the raiſing 
* a new Army in Scotland under the Earl of Leven, 
* (whom he had left General there for that Pur- 
© poſe) to come alio into Exgland. Our Forces in 


© Waxcefter being few, and finding the Place unte- 


* nable; (though 60 only of them beat the Enemy 
* tyyice out of the "Town, and killed and wounded 
99 of them) withdrew in Safety to Gloxcefler. 
* The General with his Forces (which on the 3d 
of Auguſt were at St,. Fohn/toun, in Scotland) up- 
© on the 28th of the ſame Month, with a continued 
* March, except one Day's Reſt, took up his Head 
© Quarters within two Miles, on the Eaſt Side, of 
C Warce/ter, being from St. Toba about 300 


Miles, the reſt of the Forces which had hitherto 


* attended the Enemy being joined with him. The 
Lieutenant · General, with the Forces under him, 
* quartered the ſame Day about ſeven Miles from 
* Warceſier, near Upton Bridge, of which Paſs the 
Enemy was poſſeſſed; and in Upton Town, on 


© the other Side the River, was 7777 


* Maſſey, with 60 Nragoons and 200 Horſe to ſe· 
© cure it, whilſt a ſmall Party of ours went to view 
© the Bridge, without Deſign or Expectation at that 
Time 10 gain the Paſs ; but finding the Bridge 
* broken;dowp by the Enemy, (one Piece of Tim- 
ber only left, which reached fram one Arch to 
© another) 20 Dragoons and diſmounted Troopers 


with Carbines, being commanded over to pofleſs 


© the. Church near the Bridge, crept over the Piece 


© of Timber, and got to the Ghurch; whereupon 


< the Enemy took the Alarm, adyanced towards 
chem, ales them Quarter, and were attempt - 
© ing to ſire Door; mean while 200 Dragaqns 
more came up, and, in like Manger, get aver 


b and beat off the Enemy, vhoſe hole Party Mas 


© now come down upon them; in which Hun 5 
| * Major-. 
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© Major-General Maſſty had his Horſe kill d under Iater-rennum. 


© him, | himſelf received ſeveral Shots, and was 
* wounded, and forced to retreat with his Party, in 
« Diſorder, towards Worceſter. The Lord having 
been pleaſed, thus unexpectedly and happily, to 
give us this Paſs, the Lieutenant-General march- 


* ed over, and lodg'd Part of his Forces that Night 


© at Upton. EY $::=S 
«* Whilſt the General was on his Marcl6from' 
Scotland, he ſent off Col. Lilburne with His Re- 


giment of Horſe to wait upon the 8 
os in 


who finding the Earl of Derby raiſing | 
«* Lancaſhire, in his endeavouting to prevent him 
© was forced to engage; where the Lord was gra- 
. _ pleaſed, by that Regiment of Horſe (tho* 
© hatrafſed by a tedious March from Scotland) and 
« three Companies of Foot, to defeat the Earl of 
« Derbys whole Forces, being 1500 Horſe and 
Foot, near Vigan in Lantaſhire ; where were 
« flain Sir William Widdrington, Major-General, 
Sit Thomas Tildfley, Col. Boynton, (ſometime 
Governor of Scarbrough for the Parliament, 
which Place he betrayed to the Enemy) and 
Col. Trollop; and 400 taken Priſoners; together 
with Sir Wilkam Tbroctmorton, Sit Timothy Fea- 
© therflonhaiizgh, and ſeveral Colonels and Com- 
* manders of Quality' the Earl of Derby, with 
about 30 Horſe, eſe 


1651. 


September, . 


aping, carried the News of 
© his own Defeat to Vorceſter. In which Mercy 


the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to appear for bur 


« {mall Forces; (who were engaged upon great Diſ- 
advantages of Place and Number, beyond their 
© Intentions) and that moſt ſeaſonably, in deſtroy- 
© ing that growing Army, and giving up the ſame, 
, 9 of what he would yet do for His 
8 e. | & 
© Theſe glad Tidings were followed b 
* from Scotland of the Surrender of 8g 
© in which were mariy Thouſand A 
of Ordnance; 26 Barrels of Pow 


Caffe, 
& Pieces 
the public 


Records of Scirland, the Sword, Clotis, and Chait 
n « Not 


« of State. 


165. 
1 — — 
September 


- 


General of their 
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Not long after this followed the Routing of the 
*. 1 8 the Enemy he Weſt of Scotland, 
taking the Lord Ormiſlen and other Priſoners; 


© the gaining An/truther by Storm, with 15 Ships 
*-1n the Harbour; the ſurprizing the Earl of Leven, 
es in Scotland; the Earl of 


- 


0 
Crauford and L For , Lieutenant-General; the 


© Earl Marſhal, with Kur Lords more, and divers 


© Koights, Miniſters, and Gentlemen of Quality; 
< with the ſcattering and diſperſing 4000, which at 
« that Time were rendezvouſed at Ellit in Perth, 
© to eve Dundee, then beſieged by our Forces; 
Ihe taking many Priſoners at Dumfries, and diſ- 
© Gpating them, attempting again new Levies there; 
© and the gaining Dundee itſelf by Storm, in which 
© were 40 Pieces of Ordnance, 2 of the Enemy 
© ſlain, with Major-General Lumſden, the Gover- 
© nor, Col, Cunningham, late Governor of Stirling, 
« and many others of Quality; 400 taken Priſoners; 
great Store of Ships and other Veſſels found in 
the Harbour; to which was added the Giving-up 
01 St, Andrew's, Montroſe, and Aberdeen. F 
On Saturday, Aug. 23, the Scots King with his 
© whole Army marched into Worce/ter, and applied 
© himſelf to the fortifying thereof, and had ſoon 
© made up ſome Works, and: repaired the Royal 
Fort on the Eaſt Side of the City, and planted 
Cannon upon it, the General being encamp'd be- 


© fore the Town. 


On the 3d of September (being the ſelf-ſame 
© Day of the Month upon which, a Year before, 
Ve obtained that memorable Victory at Dunbar) 
* our Forces at Upton, under the Command of 


„ the Licutenant-General, in purſuance of former 


Councils, (the Execution whereof Providence had 
delayed till this Day, without any ſuch Pre- deter- 
« mination on out Part) advanced towards the Ene- 
my at Meter; but, by reaſon of ſome Hinder- 
andes, ed not to Tame River (which, lying 
on the Side of the Severn, empties itſelf 


© thereinto'about a Mile beneath Worceſter) till be- 


6 tween Two and Three o Clock in the Afternoon; 
Sed cage en © Boats 


4 
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© Boats being alſo brought up at the ſame Time, ſater-qeanum, 
two Bridges were made over the Rivers. The 1651. 
Enemy, taking no Alarm till the V an of our Force 
« were march'd within Sight of the Town, did now September. 
draw down his Horſe and Foot from his Leaguer 

© at St. John's, 150 Ha the Hedges, from their Paſs 

© at Powick to the River Severn, with Muſketeers 

© to oppoſe our Advance. The Gener 7 
© manded ſome Forces over the Severn towards the 
Enemy, whilft others were ſent over be; the 


* ſame Ground, The Enemy's Foot, with Tome. 
« Difficulty, were beaten from the Hedges, Which 
© they for ſome Time diſputed; and were at len 
© driven back to the Body of their Horſe and Foot, 
which was then drawn up in Wickfield, near Pow- 
© :c4 Bridge, being the ſame Field wherein the late 
« King firſt engaged the Forces of the Parliament, 
in the ſame Monch of September, 1642. Our 
* Horſe and Foot marched up with great Reſolu- 
© tion to the Enemy's Body, and came to Puſh of 
Pike with them; and, through the Goodneſs of 
God, drove back and wholly routed them, kil- 
ling many upon the Place, and purſuing the reſt 
© to. the Draw - Bridge and Gate of the City. 
* Whilft this was in Action, ſome Horſe and Dra- 
© goons, ſent to a Paſs over Tame, about two 
Miles above Powzck Bridge, which the Enemy 
had broken down, gained that Ford; where our 
* Horſe paſſed over, and purſued ſuch of the Ene- 
* my's Horſe as could not get into the Town, and 
* ſecured that Bridge at the Weſt Gate, that none 
x might eſcape that Way. f 
The greateſt Part of our Army was now drawn 
© over to the Weſt of the Severn, where it was 
* conceived the Streſs of the Battle would be; 
which the Enemy perceiving, and ſuppoſing 
© them too far engaged to get back ve Brid 
© of Boats that Nieht, he poured fafth at The ſe- 
* veral Gates of the City all his Hyg 


1d Foot, 


* upon that Part of our Forces left H the Eaſt 
Side of the River; which being ſealonably diſto- 
* vered, our General himſelf haſten'd back to that 


Part 
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Part of the Army, which the Enemy prefettly | 
ce 


charged with go Reſolutiott ? yet, thro? 
good Hand of God upoſi that Patt bf the Army, 
© aftef about two” Hours ſharp Diſpute, they wete 
5: beaten back into the Town 5 and our Men paſ- 
ſimg by their greut Fort and Cannon, enter'd the 
* Fown withſe Enemy, Wilſt other of our Fortes 
ran up and form'd the Royal Fort itſelf, and poſ- 
< ſeſs'd themitlves of it, turtũng the Cannon upon 
6 Ti | 

* Horſe with ſome Highlatid Foot, leaving the reſt 
in the Town, "fled towards Bewdley, whither 
the Genefal ſent the Day before 2000 Horſe 
and Dragoons to ſeeure that Paſs, Who took mor 
Priſoners than themſelves were in Number; an 
many who" eſcap'd them #nd the Horſe ſent in 
* their Purſuit, were met with by other of the Ar- 
* my and Country F orces, fo as they were g Tm 
© up by Hundreds and Fifties; that vety few of thoſo 


_ © wbo fed from Worcefter eſcaped. 


Thus was our gracious God pleaſed to appear 


© as The Lord of Hoſts (which Was bur Word in 


this and the Battle at Dunbar) with and for his 
People, in deſtroying this deſperate and infolent 
Enemy; and working a glorious Salvation for us. 
Of che Enemy, which were about 1600 Horſe 
and Foot, there were flain, in and about Mbrteſſer 
and in the Purſuit, about 3090. The Priſoners 
taken in the Town and in their Flight, about 
12, 00; amongſt whom were the Duke of Ha- 
© milton; the Earls of Derby, Clevelunu, Rot bes, and 
Luudtrualt; the Lords, Kenmuir, Montgomery, 
© Paiſley, Cranſton, and Grandiſon, with many 
other Petſons of Quality, Cc. A 
© The Parliament taking the Premiſes into their 
«ſerious Conſiderution, and being exceedingly af- 


ſected with the glorious Appearances of God for 


them, and ſot all the gobd People throughout 
Englund, Irelund, and Scotland, in vouchlafinę 
« theſe wonderful and unpatallel'd Succeſfes an 
+ Victories to theit Armies and Forces . 
the 


* 
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© the Forwardneſs of the Counties to ſend out their Inter-regnum. 


« reſpective Militias, and the Courage and Reſolu- 
tion of their Soldiers, expreſſed in this Service, 
by owning this Cauſe and preſent Government 
* againſt the common Enemy, is a Mercy greatly 
to be acknowledged by us, and receive a laſting 
Memorial) have thought fit to enact and or- 
< dain, &c. [in the uſual Form.) © | 


Having thus given all the moſt material Circum- 
ſtances of King Charles the Second's Attempt to 
recover the Crown of England, and of the utter De- 
feat of the Scots Army, from original Letters and 
Evidences printed by Authority of Parliament, we 
ſhall next exhibit a Relation of the late Action at 
Warceſter, as drawn up by an Officer of the Royal 
Party, who was taken Priſoner *, 


A RELATION of the * 1 1 the KINO“ 
Forces at Worceſter, Sep. fs, 1651. 


1651. 


— — 
September. 


Cheſter, Sep. 17, 1651. 


I Believe you have too ſoon heard of our Miſ- 
* | fortunes at //orcefter, and it is probable there 


An Account of 
the Action at 
Worcefter, by an 


are amongſt you ſome that blame our Proceedings Officer of the 
rather than pity us: But if they knew the State ing Army, 


* of our Maſter's Affairs, when he was in Scotland 
and here, they would ſay otherwiſe. *Tis cer- 
* tain Cromwell would not fight us in our own 
Country but with great Advantage to himſelf, 
* he knowing that our Army lying idle would 
- © moulder to nothing, as indeed it had, if his Ma- 
g Jelly had not brought them away. | 

It conſiſted of 12,000 fighting Men abſolutely 
© under the Command of his pray which be- 
ing march'd into the Heart of the Kingdom, and 
* polleſs'd of the City of Morceſler, might, in Pro- 
< bability, have prov'd a notable Step towards the 
* reſettling of this Kingdom, had not God deter- 
* mined otherwiſe. | | 


Vor. XX. E 7 I am 
. k From Dr. Nalſon's MS. Collections, Vol. XVI, printed in Dr. 
Grey's Appendix to his Examination F Mr. Neale's 4th Volume 
of the 1iftory of the Puritans, | 


% 
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Inter- regnum. I am ſure the King omitted nothing that could 


1651. 


September. 


encourage the People to riſe with him, or at 
© leaſt to lie neuter: But on the contrary they aroſe 
* (which had _y, not done, without doubt we had 


» © beaten CromwelPs Forces, they being inconſider- 


© able) violently againſt us, to ſuch Numbers as 
© made the Enemy near 40,000. - The leaſt any 
© of their Officers report them was 36,000, and - 
with this Number they came before us at Wor- 
© ce/ter, and the City was neither fortified nor vic- 
© tualled. , | 

His Majeſty thought he could not, in Honour, 
© leave thoſe to be plundered by the Enemy, who 
© had fo willingly received him. During the Ene- 
© my's lying there, the King was very active, and 
© ſerit out often ſtrong Parties; but the Enemy 
Was fo watchtul, and lay ſo ſtrong, that though 
© our Men behav'd courageouſly, they could get 
no Advantage of them. The Day and Manner 
« of our Fight you may gather from their Letters. 
His Mzjelty behav'd very gallantly with his own 
Regiment of Horſe and Duke of Hamilton's. He 


© broke a Regiment of Foot, and forced back 4 


* © conſiderable Body of their Horſe ; but at laſt 


our Horſe, being overpower'd, ran away, though 
© the King ſtrove to make them ſtand. 

* The King being cloſely purſued, and our Men 
« ſtopping the Os was forced to quit his Horſe, 
and climb up our balf-rais'd Mount, and there ſo 


_ © encouraged the Foot, that the Enemy retired 


* with Loſs. The King perceiving the Enemy 
© too numerous, and our Men worſted, drew them 
* within the Walls, where it was long diſputed ; 
then the King taking a freſh Horſe, rode to the 
* Cavalry, with Intention to rally them, and ſcour 
© the Foot from the Walls: But it was in vain; for 
6 Middleton was wounded ; the chief Horſe Offi- 
* cers diſmounted, ſlain, or I do not know where 
David Leſlie: rode up and down as one amazed, 


or ſeeking to fly he knew not whither; for they 
were ſo confuſed that neither Threats nor Intrea- 


ties could perſuade them to charge with the King. 
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What became of bis Majeſty afterwards I Inter- regnum. 


know not: God preſerve him, for certainly a 
© more gallant Prince was never born. Towards 
the Evening all Things look'd very horrid: 
© Alarms in everyPart of the City, and a certain Re- 
© port that the Fnem had entered one End of the 
© Town, and we of the Horſe trampling one upon 
another, much readier to cut one another's 
© Throats than defend ourſelves againſt the Ene- 
my. In this Confuſion, at laſt, we got out of 
© the Town, and fled as faſt as we could; and in 
© the Head of us (as appeared next Morning) were 
© our two Lieutenants General. 


We had no Guides, fo we often loſt our Way, 


c — reach'd Newport by the next Morning, 30 
o 


iles on this Side Yorce/ter, and there thought 
© to have refreſh'd ourſelves and march'd for Scot- 
© land : But our Enemies flew faſter than we, and 
© there wanted not conſiderable Forces in every 
© Place to front us; and we were ſo cloſely pur- 
© ſued in the Day by the Army and Garriſon- 
© Forces, and in the Night by the Country, that 
© from the Time we came out of Worceſter, till 
© Friday in the Evening that I was taken Priſoner, 
© ſeven Miles from Pre/ton, I nor my Horſe never 
5 reſted. 1 
Our Body conſiſted of 3000. In the Day we 


© often faced the Enemy, and beat their little Par- 


© ties back to their main Body; but ſtill thoſe of 
© us whoſe Horſes tir'd, or were ſhot, were loſt, 
© unleſs they could run as faſt as we rode. In the 
© Night we kept cloſe together, yet ſome fell aſleep 
© on their Horſes ; or if their Horſes ſtaid behind, 
© we might hear.by their Cries what the bloody 
© Country People were doing with them. 

On Thurſday Night our Lieutenants General, 
© Middleton and Leſlie, left us, or loſt us willingly: 
© But as much Haſte as they made, both of them 
are here Priſoners, with Sir William Fleming. I 
left the Duke of Hamilton Priſoner, at my co- 
ming out of Worcefler, being ſhot in the Leg: 


He is ſince dead upon cutting it off. Few or 


E 2 © none 


- 


1651. 


September, 


68 The Parliamentary His rox Y 
Iater-regnum. © none of the King's Servants are eſcaped. The 
a — Earls of Derby and Lauderdale, and Sir David 

September, © Cunningham and Mr. Zane, are Priſoners here in 
* © the Caſtle. Many are Priſoners in private Houſes, 
* the Church and Caſtle being full. They carry 
© Things ſo high, that they have even condemn'd 
ſome Houſhold Servants of Noblemen ; ſo that 

* what will become of us I know not.” 


We ſhall conclude this important Criſis of Eng- 

I Hiſtory with a Letter from the Marquis of Or- 
mond to the Marquis of Clanrickard, for an Appli- 
<yfion to the Pope as the laſt Effort for the King's 
eſtoration ; which we give upon the Authority 

of Mr. Carte u. 


eee Diſpatches ſince my coming into this King- 
Marquis of Clan- dom, they could not till this Inſtant have given 
rickard, in con © 2 any Advertiſements ſo certain, or of ſuch 
Ban of that Importance, as I believe you did expect. Nei- 
: ther, for ought appears to me, could you have 
had Ground, from any Information, to have va- 
; © ried from the Courſe you have held, to the Ap- 
© probation of all thoſe Fom whom you could wiſh 
© or expect it. Yet have not failed, on my Part, 
to give you thoſe uncertain Notions that came to 
my Hands; however my Endeavours have failed 
© of Succeſs, as well in that as in the Aſſiſtances I 
knew neceſſary for you. And though the Con- 
* veyance of what I am now to ſay be almoſt as 
© uncertain as the Subject is certain and fad, yet I 

will do my Part towards your Information, that 
© you may 40 yours for the Safety of yourſelf, and 
© ſuch as have adhered to you. ES 
It would be too tedious an Aggravation of our 

© Misfortune to tell you, with how admirable.a_ 

© Wiſdom, and with how conſtant and high a Cou- 
© rage, the King overcame all the Difficulties that 

were in his Way to the Trial, wherein it 2 

4 0 
m Tt is printed in his Collection of original Letters, c. found 
b Dulce of Ormond's Papers, publiſhed in 1739, Vol. J. 

P. 45 | 


A Letter from © 1. I could have wrote, and you received, daily 
the Marquis of ( 


* 
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God to give Succeſs to his Enemies: And how Tater-regtroia. 


© proportionable to thoſe Beginnings he carried 
© himſelf in his long March to /Yorcefter, and in 
© the Conflict there, wherein, the F; of this Month, 
© his whole Army was routed, but himſelf for that 
Time eſcaped : And it is more our Prayers and 
« Wiſhes, than Hope grounded on any human 
«£ Likelihood, that he may be reſerved to be yet the 
© Reſtorer of the antient Government and Freedom 


of the Engliſb Empire and Nation, who are yet 


© unworthy of ſo excellent a Prince. 
« Whiltt others entertain you with more Parti- 


© culars of this great Blow, I cannot forbear to ac- 


< quaint you with thoſe Circumſtances, that to me 
make it appear more deſpairingly, and coneluſive 
© to all our Hopes, than perhaps it is apprehended 
by ſome. ' Be pleaſed to conſider, when it may 
again be reaſonably hoped to have a King of 


England at the Head of 20,000 of his own Sub- 


« jects in the Heart of England, and to have the 
© Rebels at the ſame Time employed with two 
© other Armies, the one in Ireland, the other in 
© Scotland; whether ever ſuch as have profeſſed 
© themſelves ready to riſe upon a much weaker 
© Countenance, and have failed upon this, will be 
© relied on by any Foreigner; or when it can be 
© hoped, that ſoreign Princes will be ſo much at 
© one __— themſelves, and fo generous as to 
aſſiſt our King with ſuch an Army: And if they 


were, will they not find the Rebels much more 
« ſtrong by the Conqueſt of Ireland and Scotland, 


© and much more experienced in the Ways of Rule 
© and Government? And will not the Exceptions 
© taken at the King's coming with a Scottiſb Power 
© be more obviouſly taken up againſt any Foreigner, 
© of what Nation or Religion . cub by thoſe that 
© are weary of Hazards, and indulgent to their Eaſe, 
< Pleaſure, and Profits? More of theſe Queſtions 
might be aſk'd than I take Pleaſure to find out: 
And that it may appear I ſeek not theſe to juſtify 
< any flackening of my Duty to my King, but to 


© be clear in the "4 of my T houghts to you, 


for 


1651. 


September. 
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Iater-regoum. for whom I have an inſeparable Friendſhip, I will 
© give you my Conceptions of the remaining Way 


1651. 


September, 


— 


to be taken by the King. 
. © It is clear to me, that there is neither Power 


nor Affection ſtrong enough in any of his own 


Subjects, (at leaſt cannot be found in any) 


excluding the Rebels Party, to raiſe his Cauſe to 
© a Poffibility of being diſputed ; it muſt follow, 


© that foreign Aſſiſtance mult be ſought, or elſe the 


. © Cauſe for the preſent deſerted, and the Rebels left 


© at Reſt; from which it may be expected Emula- 
© tions and Ambitions will ariſe, from thence Di- 
* viſions, and out of them an Occaſion of ſetting 
c the Intereſt of the Crown on Foot again. This 
I take. to be a remote, lazy Speculation, and 
+ very near lying in the Dirt, and crying God help, 
God often blefſes very improbable Endeavours, 


but I find not where he promiſes, or when he 


© hath given, Succeſs to flat Idleneſs, unleſs Con- 


$ tempt or Miſery, which are the proper Fruits of 


$ it, may be ſo call'd. I am therefore clear, that 
c foreign Help is immediately, and thus, to be 


+ ſought. | 


All the Princes and States of Chriſtendom are 


bat this Inſtant full of their own Projects, either to 


s enlarge or preſerve their Dominions; and I can- 


not think of any one that is in Plenty. Ta make 


s Application to them by ſeveral Miniſters will be 
« certainly tedious and fruitleſs; and if it were poſ- 
s fible for the King to find Means to ſend ſo many, 
(as I ſee not whence he will have it) they will be 


looked upon as ſo many Beggars ſent for Gather- 


S-ings; and at the laſt, as ſuch, will be ſent away 
Voyages. Therefore to come ſhortly to what I 


© would be at, wherein you may be concerned, I 
s conceive ſome one muſt be found that hath Power, 


$ ſuch, and among the Roman Catholics it is viſible 


the Pope has moſt of Authority and Perſua- 
t fton; And it ſhall be without Scruple my Ad- 


vice 


with pitiful Alms, which will be conſumed in the 


if not with all, yet with moſt Chriſtian Princes 
© and States. Among the Proteſtants there is none 
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vice, and that ny; fitting Miniſters Inter-reguum. | 
may be ſent, and apt Inducements propoſed to 1651, 

* himffor his Interpoſition, not only with all Princes — 4 

and States | September, 


4 


The learned Editor gives no Reaſon for break- 
ing off ſo abruptly. Whether therefore he had 
no more of this Letter than what he has printed, 
or was really poſſeſs'd of the whole, but choſe to 
ive no more of it, we know not. If the former l 
was the Caſe, he ought to have ſaid ſo: If the 
latter, and his Deſign was to ſink the Marquis's 
Advice as to the en propoſed for the King's 
Reſtoration, he has gone too far; ſince this Frag- 
ment only is more than enough to convince any 
Reader of the Reality of an intended Application 
to the Pope. It is very ſtrange that this is the only 
Letter in which we find ſuch an Hiatus; and it is 
not leſs remarkable that thoꝰ Mr. Carte has digeſt- 
ed the Marquis's Letters, &c. under their proper 
Series of Time, and this before us was manifeſtly 
wrote in September, yet it is placed among the Pa- 
— of May foregoing; whether by Accident or 
eſign we pretend not to determine. - 
The Marquis's Advice for courting the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Pope in this ſhatter'd State of the Royal 
Cauſe, a Period when no human Foreſight could 
point out any other Way, was certainly the Reſult . 
of a deſperate Mind, unwilling to lie idle (as be 
calls it) in his Maſter's Cauſe; and is ſomething 
ſimilar to a Paſfage in a Letter from Lord Byron 
at Chefter, Fanuary 30, 1643, to the Marquis of 
Ormond, wherein he writes thus, © Since the Re- 
© bels [meaning the Parliament] have calPd in the 
© Scots, I know no Reaſon why the King fhould 
make any Scruple of calling in the Iriſb, or the 
* Turks, if they will ſerve him.“ ®"—It ſeems as if 
both theſe Lords had this Line of the Poet in their 
Mind when they were writing, 2 
, Flectere fi nequeo Superasr, Acheronta movebs. 
| | Thus ; 
= Printed at large in Mr, Carte's Collections, before cited, p. 39+ 


, 
. 


1651. 


The Earl of Der- 
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Inter · recnum. Thus much by way of Digreſſion. 


We now 
return to the more immediate Affairs of Parlia- 
ment. 


October 1. The grand Queſtion of fixing a Time 
for putting an End to the preſent Parliament being 


carried in the Affirmative, as before- mentioned, 


the Bill was ordered to be brought in that Day 
Se'nnight, and the Committee to fit thereupon 
every Afternoon at TWO o'Clock. Accordingly, 


„Od. 8. The Bill was reported to the Houſe, read 
a firſt, Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading on the 
Ioth, when it was committed to a Grand Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe; to ſit de Die in Diem, 


- with ſome Intermiſfioas, for a Fortnight, on this 


important Affair. | 

| By a Letter from Cheſter, the Parliament was 
informed that the Court-Martial there had tried 
and condemned to Death, James Earl of Derby, 
Sir Timothy Featherſlonbaugh, and Capt. John Ben- 


| bow, the firſt of this Month. And, on the 14th, 
the Houſe received a Letter, by the Speaket, from 


the Earl; which being put to the Queſtion, to read 
it or not, was carried in the Affirmative by 22 
againſt 16. So the Letter, with a Petition incloſed, 
intitled, The humble Petition of James Earl of Der- 
by, were both read; but nothing is entered fur- 
ther about them in the Journals. . an Au- 
t ꝛority before cited informs us That the 


Earl offered to give up the Ile of Man, and ſend 


tne neceſſary Orders to his Lady and the Governor 
tor that Purpoſe, on Condition of obtaining his 
Pardon; and that the Petition was preſented by his 
Son Lord Strange. But the Parliament paid no 
Regard to this Propoſal; for he was beheaded the 
next Day at Bolton, in Lancaſhire ; as was Sir Ti- 


drend ochre ex-matby Featherflonhaugh, at Cheſier. Capt. John 


-  ecuted, 


Benbow was alſo ſhot at Shrewſbury. Moſt of the 
common Soldiers were fent to the Engliſb Planta- 
| | tions z 
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tions; and 1 500 of them were granted to the Gu7- Inter- rernum. 


ney Merchants, and ſent to work in the Gold Mines | 


there. 


It may be remembered that Mr. Love, a Preſby- 
terian Miniſter, had been beheaded upon Tower- 


Hill, about three Months before, for High Trea- 


ſon, in holding Correſpondence with the King. 
Several Miniſters and others being alſo at this 
Time under Proſecution before the High Court of 
Juſtice, for the ſame Offence, Petitions were pre- 
ſented to the Houſe in their Favour : That from 
Mr. Jentin (who had already ſuffer'd for his Non- 
compliance with the Orders of the preſent Govern- 
ment; and, by way of Atonement for his former 
Conduct, thought proper to acknowledge the Efta- 
bliſhment of the Commonwealth Government to 
be Jure Divine) is too intereſting to be omitted. 
We ſhall therefore give it at large, as printed by 
Order of the HouſmeG. 


To the Supreme Authority, the PARLIAMENT of the 
. COMMONWEALTH of England, 


The HunzLE PeTiTION of WILLIAM IENKIx, 
Prijner, 


_ Moſt bumbly ſheweth, | | 


1657, 


— — 


October. 


HA your Petitioner is unfeignedly ſor- A petition to the 


0 rowful for all his late Miſcarriages, whe- Houſe from Mr, 
ther teſtified againſt him or acknowledged by e, for a Par- 
him, and for the great and finful Unſuitableneis 


of them to his Calling and Condition. i 
. © That upon earneſt ſeeking of God, and dili- 


v gent inquiring into his Will, your Petitioner is 


convinced, that the Alteration of Civil Govern- 
ments are ordered by, and founded upon, the 
© wiſe and righteous Providences of God, who re- 
© moveth Kings and ſetteth up Kings, ruleth in 
© the Kingdoms of Men, and giveth them to whom- 
&ſoever he will: A 
FO | | © That 


» In our Nineteefth Volume, p. 296. 
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Inter-regnum. - That the Providences of this God have, in the 
2651. Judgment of your Petitioner, as evidently ap- 
1 © peared in the removing of others from, and the 
| © inveſting your H ith, the Government of 
inveſting your Honours with, 
6-this Nation, as ever they appeared in the taking 
away, or beſtowing of, any Government in any 
Hiſtory of any Age of the World: 

|  -  , © "That he apprehends that a Refuſal to be ſub- 
| < ject to this preſent Authority, under the Pretence 
1 of upholding the Title of any one upon Earth, is 
| © a Refuſal to acquieſce in the wiſe and righteous 
| | £ Pleaſure of God; ſuch an Oppoſing of the Go- 
| « verninent fet up by the Sovereign Lord of Hea- 
| £ ven'and Earth, as none can have Peace, either in 
acting in, or ſuffering for ; and that your Peti- 
c ttioner looks upon it as his Duty to yield to this 
Authority all active and chearful Obedience in 
the Lord, even for Conſcience Sake; to promiſe 
© (he being required) Truth and Fidelity to it, and 
to hold forth the Grounds-of his ſo doing to any, 

© as God ſhall call him thereunto. 
That though an Impriſonment, accompanied 
with the Loſs of Eftate, and to be followed, with- 
© out your gracious Prevention, with a ſpeedy Ar- 
© raignment before an high and eminent Judica- 
© tory, are far from being pleaſing to Fleſh and 
Blood; and though the Enjoyment of your Grace 
. . © and Favour be a Bleffing moſt deſerving to be 
© reckoned amongſt the beſt of Temporals, yet 
© that neither the feeling and fearing of the former, 
d nor the Expectation of the latter, could have in- 
© duced your Petitioner againſt the Light of his own 
Judgment, and the prepondering Part of his own 
© Conſcience, to have made or preſented this Ac 
* knowledgment; he ſadly forecaſting, that a whole 
nin is but a contemptible Recompence for' a 
© wounded Conſcience. _ | 
That nevertheleſs, he truſteth, he ſhall be ex- 
© cuſeable in tendering, thus far, even his outward 
Condition, as to repreſent to your Honours, that 
# he is in moſt apparent Danger of his irreparable 
Loſs of his Health, the ſweeteſt of outward _ 
; 6 23, 
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0 ſings, unleſs, by your gracious Grant, he may Inter-regnum. 


© ſpeedily enjoy a more free and open Air than this 
© his cloſe — — will allow him. 

„And this Chriſtian Favour, which even for 
« Chriſt's Sake your poor Petitioner moſt humbly 
« begs, your Honours are as able to enlarge, even 
© to a Pardoning of his Offences, and a perfect re- 
© leaſing of him from his Impriſonment, as he is 
© ſubmiſſively forward in deſiring them, though 
< confeſledly far from deſerving them. 

He nevertheleſs promiſing, that your compaſ- 
© fionate affording hereof ſhall be a ſtrong and 


1651. 


October. 


« ſtanding Engagement upon him; daily beſeeching 


© the Heart-making and Heart-changing God, that 
© all thoſe who, either through former Accuſtom- 
© edneſs or preſent Inadvertency, do not clearly 
© diſcern the Mind of God concerning the Altera- 
© tion of this Government, may (by obſerving your 
prime and ious Induſtry to advance, through- 
© out this Commonwealth, the Power of Godli- 
© neſs, a Scripture Reformation, and the Truth as 
© it is in Feſus) be won to a Yielding to your Ho- 
* nours conſcionable Obedience; and not only in 
Word, but in Heart and Life, may be true and 
faithful to this preſent Government. 


The Parliament was lo greatly pleaſed with this which is grant- 
high-flown Compliment from one who had hither- ed to him and o- 
to bid Defiance to their Authority, that they re- der Priſoners. 


ſolved that he and all-the other Petitioners ſhould 
be pardoned both for Life and Eſtate, in reſpect · of 
their Treaſons and other Crimes, and alſo diſ- 
charged from Impriſonment and Sequeſtration. 

he. Houſe continued to proceed almoſt every 
Day this Month on the Bill for diſſolving the pre- 
ſent Parliament ; but nothing was yet reported from 
the Committee about it. And the only Law made 


worth our Notice, was intitled, An Act for Increaſe 


of Shipping, and Encouragement of the Navigation 
of this Nation. The Riſe and Occaſion of thia 
Act has been already mentioned, —As it is in itſelf 


very 
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Inter-regnum. very intereſting, and the Paſſing thereof was the 
65% Foundation of the Grand Quarrel that ſoon after 
oa enſued between the Republics of England and Hol- 
a land, we ſhall give an Abſtract of every Clauſe of it. 
Tbe Preamble ſets forth, That the Increaſe of 
An Act paſs's Shipping, and the Encouragement of the Naviga- 
for Encourazge- tion of this Nation, is, under the good Providence 
— 3 of Naviga - and Protection of God, a great Means of the Wel- 
fare and Safety of this Commonwealth: And there- 
fore the Parliament enacted, That no Goods ſhould 
be imported from Aſia, Africa, or America, but in 
% Ships, under the Penalty of Forfeiture” of 
e ſaid Goods and Ship; 2 thereof to 
the Uſe of the Commonwealth, and the other to 
the Proſecutor; nor from any Part of Europe, ex- 
cept in ſuch Veſſels as belong to the People of that 
Country of which the Goods are the Growth or 
Manufacture, under the like Penalty: That no 
Goods of foreign Growth or Manufacture ſhould 
be imported, but from the Ports where ſuch Goods 
could only be, or uſually had been, firſt ſhipp'd for 
Tranſportation, under the like Penalty: That no 
Salt-Fiſh, Whale-Fins, or Oil ſhould be import- 
ed, but what were caught or made by the People 
of England; nor no Salt-Fiſh to be exported, or 
carried from one Port to another in this Nation, 
but in Engliſh Veſſels, under the like Penalty: 
But Commodities from the Levant Seas, the Eaft- 
Indies, the Ports of Spain or Portugal, might be 
imported from the uſual Ports or Places of trading 
uſed heretofore, though the ſaid Commodities were 
not the very Growth of the ſaid Places.” This 
Act did not extend to Bullion or Prize Goods, nor 
to Silk or Silk Wares brought by Land from [tay 
to Offend, Amflerdam, &c.- provided they were 

brought from thoſe Ports in Engliſb Veſſels. 


Before we conclude the Tranſactions of this 
Month we ſhall only obſerve, that notwithſtand- 

ing the Proclamation of 1000/7. Reward lately iſ- 
ſued, for Apprehending of the King's Perſon, and 
che indeſatigable Pains taken to diſcover * 
|| Bed evaded 


4 
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evaded all his Purſuers, found Means to hire a lIater-regnum 


Veſſel on the Coaſt of Suſſex, and landed at Havre- 
de- Grace. On the 28th of this Month an Extract 
of two Letters from Paris were publith'd, (licens'd 


by the Clerk of the Parliament) ſetting forth, That An Account of 
on the 18 the Scots King arrived there, and was theKing'sEſcape 


met by the Duke of Orleans not far from that City, 
who had the Day before ſent ſome Coaches for him 


into France, as 
publiſhed by Au- 
thority of the 


to Maguy, where he lay that Night: That his Houſe, 


Highneſs conducted him to the Louvre, where the 
late Queen, his Mother, repaired preſently == 
from Chaliot, where ſhe had been erecting a Nun- 
nery : That the King gave the Company a full 
Natrative of all the Particulars of what happened 
at the Fight at Worceſter, threw out ſome reproach- 
ful Words againſt the Scots, put ſome ſcurrilous 
Language on the Preſbyterian Party in England, 
and boaſted much of his own Valour : That he 
told them how he flipt out of Worcęſter, and how 
near he was of being taken there; firſt in the Fort, 
and after in his Chamber : How he diſguiſed him- 
ſelf, and went from County to County, and what 
Shift he made for Victuals and Lodging; ſometimes 
being driven to beg a Piece of Bread and Meat, and 
ride with Bread in one Hand and Meat in the 
other; and ſometimes ſetting a Guard about a little 
Cottage while he reſted there untill the Moraing : 
As alſo his being in London, and the Manner of his 
paffing diſguiſed through ſeveral Counties in Eng- 
land, till he made his Eſcape: .'The Relation 
whereof produced ſome Laughter, at the Ridicu- 
louſneſs of his Condition. Thus much for the 
Parliament's Account of the King's Eſcape. ' His 
Majeſty's own Narrative thereof may be found at 
large in Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, who had all the 
Particulars from the King himſelf. * 


November. Little Buſineſs was done in the 
Houſe this Month, except nominating Sheriffs of 
Counties for the Year enſuing, till the 14th, 
when the Members in and about 2 minſler- Hall, 


P Val, VI, P- 413, et ſeg. as 


* 
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Inter-regoum, as Well Judges as others, were all ordered to be 
1651. Wasen l Wy the Sctjeant with his Mace, and 
8 r required to give their Attendance in the Houſe. 
November. - The Debate upon the Bill for the Diſſolution of 
the Parliament was then reſumed ; and the Que- 
ſtion being put, That it is now a convenient Time 
to, declare a certain Period for the Contiriuance 
of this Parliament, beyond which it ſhall not ſit, 
the Houſe divided ; when the Yeas brought. in by 
the Lord-General Cromwell! and tlie Lord Chief 
Juſtice St. John, were 49; the Nees, by Colonel 
Morley and Mr. Bond, 47 : A near- run Buſineſs, 
and evidently ſhews with how great Reluctancy 

they agreed to part with their Power. 
After this Reſolution, the Houſe did nothing 

more than adjourn to 


The Parliament Nov. 18. When it was reſolved, That the Time 
fix upon a Timefor the Continuance of this Parliament, beyond 
-- apa Diffolu- hich. they reſolve not to fit, ſhall be the third 
| Day. of „ 1654.— Thus was this great 
Buſineſs, which had continued in Agitation ſo 
many Months, at length concluded, but the Diſ- 
ſolution put off ad longum Diem. However, they 
did not live to the deſtined Period; ſor, before that 
Time, this Remnant of a Parliament met its Fate 
under the ſuperior Power ot their Lord - General | 
Cromwell! and his Army. 


A new Council ANov.19. A Report being made from the Coun- 
of State elected. cil of State, That the Time of the ceaſing of the 
Power of the ſaid Council determined on the firſt of 
December next, the Houſe reſolved, That the 
Number thereof, for the Year enſuing, ſhould be 
© - Twenty-one choſen out of the preſent Members, 
and Twenty new ones; to be elected, as before, 
Ballot. Accordingly, a few Days after, the 
Houſe proceeded to the Election, when the Lord- 
General Cromwell, the Lord- Commiſſioner Whit- 
Locle, the Lord Chief Juſtice St. Join, Sir Henry 
Vane, jun. John Gurdan, Eſq, Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Fleeru 


00d, the Lord Chief Juſtice Rolle, the 
Lord- 


, * 


T 
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Lord - Commiſſioner Liſſe, Serjeant Bradſbau, Inter- regnum. 
Sir Arthur Haſelrigge, Dennis Bond and Thomas 1651. 
Scott, Eſq'*. Colonels Pureſiy and Wauton, Sir Wil- — 
liam Maſbam, Sir James Harrington, Thomas Cha- * 
lenet, Eſq; Major Salway, Sir Gilbert Pickering, 
obn Carew and Nicholas Love, Eſq”*. were re- 
| eleted, The new Members were Herbert Mor- 
ley and Anthony Ka » Eſq''. Sir Peter Went- 
worth, Philip Lord "he Alexander Popham, Tobn 
Corbet, Abraham Burrel, William Hay, and Cor- 
nelius Holland, Eſq'*. Alderman Pennington, Wil- 
liam Maſham and John Downes, Eſq'*. Sir Wil- 
liam Conſtable, Fobn Dixwel, Henry Nevil, Henry 
Herbert, and Robert Blake, Eiſq'*. Philip Earl of 
Pembroke, Henry Martin, and Robert Wallop, Eg“. 
It is remarkable that, upon this Conteſt for Power, 
120 Members were preſent, though, upon other 
Occaſions, the Houſe very ſeldom conſiſted of more 
| than 50, and oftentimes under 40. a 


The laſt Thing we find memorable, in the Pro- Limerick, and the 
ceedings of this Month, was appointing another 5 . 
Day of Thankſgiving, for taking of the fron —— 
populous City of Limerick, in Ireland, by the Lord; liament. 
eputy there, October 30, 1651, with all the Ar- | 
tillery, Arms, Ammunition, -&c. therein: Like- 
wiſe for taking the Iſles of 8.5 and Man, with 
all their Caſtles and Forts, Ordnance and Ammu- 
nition contain'd in them. But Jreton, the victo- 
rious General in Ireland, did not long ſuryive his 
Conqueſt there; for he died at Limerick, the 26th 
of November, two Days before the Houſe had or- 
dered ſome Phyſicians to go over, with all Speed, 
to attend him. | 
Notwithſtanding the Death of /reton, in whom 
Cromwell loſt one of his moſt truſty Confidents, 
E this Accident caſt no Damp upon his Ambition: 
or having now, by the Rapidity of his Conqueſts, 
three Nations under his Feet, and the Parliament 
and Council of State at his Devotion, he ſeems to 
have meditated a Deſign to aſſume the Royal Dia- 
dem, and to fix it upon his own Head: * 
| re 
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Tater-regnum, fore he attempted to put this hardy Egterprize in- 
3653+ _ .  to'Execution, he thought it adviſeable to take the 
Opinion of his Friends. Accordingly hs defired 
November, 4 Meeting of ſome Members of Parliament, and 

c Chief Officers of the Army at the Suoaker's Houſe, 
The Particulars'of this extraordinary Conference, 

as related by Mr. Whithi#e biiaſef, one of the 


Perfons preſent on this Occaſion, will Sead u- 


luſtrate the ſubſequent Part of this Wo | 

A Conference The Company being aſſembled, Cromwell pro- 
| between Crom- poſed, That now the old King being dead, and his 
welt and others, Son being defeated, he held. it neceſſary to come to a 
ture Settlement Saftlement of the Nation: And that, in order there- 
of the Nation, unte, he had requeſted this Meeting, that they, toge- 
| ther, might conſider and adviſe what was fit to be 

done, and to be preſented to the Parliament. | 
LENTHALT, Speaker. My Lord, This Company 

were very ready to attend your Excellency ; and the 


Buſineſs you are plegſed to propound to us is very ne- 


| 40 40 to be conſidered. God hath given marvellous 


' Succeſs to our Forces under your Command, and if 


we do not improve theſe Mercies to ſome Settlement, 


fuch as may be to God's Honour and the Good £4 this 


Commonwealth, we Pall be very much Blame- 
worthy. n | 
- Major-General HARRISON. I think that which 


my Lord-General hath propounded is, to adviſe as to 


a Settlement both of our Civil and Spiritual Liber- 
ties; and ſo that the Mercies which the Lord hath 
given in to us, may not be caft away : How this may 
be done is the great Duerſtion. | 225 f 


WHITLOCKE. 7 is great Quęſtion indeed, and ; 


not ſuddenly to be reſolved ; yet it were Pity that a 


| Meeting of ſo many able and worthy Perſons, as T 


fer here, ſhould be fruitleſs, | 
I ſhould bumbiy offer, in the firſt Plate, whether 
it be not requiſite to be underſtood in what Way this 
Settlement is defired, whether of an abſolute Repub- 
lic, or with any Mixture of Monarthy © 
' CromwELL. My Lerd-Commiſfener Whitlocke 
hath put us upon the right Point; and indeed it is 
Cs my Meaning that we ſhould conſider, whether a 9 
| 2751 | ? K 


* 


- 


* 
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| public or a mix d Monarchical Government will be Inter- xugnumi 


| beſt to be ſettled; and, if any Thing Monarchical, 
then in whom that Power ſhall be placed? 


Sir T. WipprRINGTON. I think a mix'd Monar- 
chical Government will be moſt vat to the Laws 


3 any Monarcbi- 
7 


and People of this Nation ; an | 
cal, I ſuppoſe we ſhall. hold it moſt juſt to place that 
1 in one of the Sons of the late King. 

Col. FLEET WOOD. I think that the Queſtion; 
whether an abſolute Republic or a mix d Monarchy 
be beſt to be ſettled in this Nation, will not be very 
eaſy to be determined. „ 

Lord Chief Juſtice ST. Jon; It will be found 


that the Government of this Nation, without ſome- 


thing of Monarchical Power, will be very difficult to 


be ſo ſettled, as not to ſhake the Foundation of our 
Laws, and the Liberties of the People: 


Speaker. It will breed a ftrange Confu fon to ſettle, 
omething of + 


4 Government of this. Nation without 
onarc 


hy. 
Col. 8 I beſeech you, my Lord; 


why may not this, as well as other Nations, be g- 


verned in the Way 2 a Republic ? 

Wurrrockk. 7 
| terwoven with the Power and Practice of Monarchy, 
that to ſettle a Government without ſomgthing of Mo- 
narchy in it, would make ſo great an Alteration in 


the Proceedings of our Law, that you baue Lare. 
Time to refify ; nor can we well foreſee the Incon- 


- 


veniences which will ariſe there. 
Col. WHALEY. I do not well underſtand Mat- 


ters of Lau, but it ſcems to me to be the beſt Way 


not to have any Thing of Meonarchical Power in the 
Settlement of our Government: And if we ſhould re- 
ſolve upon any, whom have we to pitch upon The 
late King's eldeft Son hath been in Arms againſt us, 
and his ſecond Son likewiſe is our Enemy. 


Sir T.WippRINGTON. But the late King's third 


Son, the Duke of Glouceſter, is fill among us, and 


too young to have been in Arms againſt us, or infected | | 
Warts 


with the Principles of aur Enemies. 


be Laws of England are ſo in- 
Yr 


1651. 
November 


Inter- regn 
"4 16 51 . 
December. 


um. 
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Wntrrockk. There may be a Day given for the 
King's eldeft Son, or for the Duke of York bis Bro- 
ther, to come in to the Parliament; and, upon 4 
Terms as bull be thought fit and agreeable both to 
our Civil and Spiritual Liberties, a Settlement may 
be made with them. | | 
** CROMWELL. That will be a Buſmeſs of more than 
ordinary Diffieulty; but really I think, if it may be 
done with Safety, and the Preſervation of our Rights, 
both as Engliſhmen and as Chriſtians, that a Settle- 
ment, with- ſomewhat of Monarchical Power in it, 
zvould be very effeftual. | | | 


Our Memorialiſt adds, © That there was much 
Diſcourſe, by divers Gentlemen then preſent, but 
too large to be inſerted : That, generally, the Sol- 
diers were againſt any Thing of Monarchy, tho” 
every one of them was a Monarch in his own Re- 
giment or Company: That the Lawyers were for 


a mix'&Monarchical Government; and many were 


for the Duke of Gloucefter to be made King; but 


Cromwell ſtill put off that Debate, and came to 


. Commiſſicners 


ſome other Point: And that in Concluſion, after 
a long Debate, the Company parted without co- 
ming to any Reſult at all; only Cromwell diſco- 
vered, by this Meeting, the Inclinations of the 
Perſons that ſpake, which he fiſh'd for, and made 
uſe of what he then diſcern'd.” —— Thus far 
Mr. Whitlocke: | | » 


Though, by the Reſult of this Conference, 
Cromwell was ſuffciently convinced that his At- 
tempt upon the Crown was impracticable, yet we 
ſhall ſoon fee him inveſted with a more abſolute 
Power than any Monarch of theſe Nations ever 
afſum'd'orvenjoy'd!—— To proceed then: 


December 10. The Conmiffioners to be ſent 


appointed for the down into Seotlard, in order to introduce an E ngliſh 
Governmeat of Government in that Kingdom, were this Day no- 


"  Scotlend, 


minated and appointed, and were theſe: Lord 
Chief Juſtice St. Fobn, Sir Henry Vane, jun. Col. 
— en + George 


PG 
Secorgs Fenwick, Major Richard Salway, the Ma- Inter. regnum. 
jors General Lambert and Deane, Lieutenant · Ge- 1651. 
neral Moncke, and Alderman Titchburne of London. 7, r ” 
But the Inſtructions for theſe Commiſſioners were 
forbid by the Parliament to be enter'd in the Your · 
nals, and only one Copy thereof ordered to be in- 
groſſed for the Uſe of the Council of State. 7 


Dec. 12. The Exciſe on Malt Liquors had been 
general; but, in order to make ſome Reduction 85 
therein, the Houſe this Day reſolved, That from A Reduction of 
and after the 2 5th of December, 1651, no Beer or the Exciſe, 
Ale be exciſeable, but ſuch as ſhould be brew'd by 
common Brewers; or elſe brew'd to be fold by 
Vintners, Inn-keepers, Alehouſe-keepers, Cooks, 
Chandlers, and other Perſons, brewing in theit 
Houſes, and ſelling again by Retale or otherwiſe. 


A Deputation of three Ambaſſadors being ſent 
from Holland, to ſettle: ſome Diſputes between the 
two Commonwealths, which were likely to break 
out into a War, the Houſe gave them an Audience 
on the r9th.: But the Ceremonial being much the 
ſame as before, we pals it over.” 22 

The ſame Day an Act for laing an Aſſeſſment, . the 
of go, ooo. a Month, for ſix Months, for Main- Ionthly ageds 
tenance of the Army, was read a third Time and ment. | 
paſſed ; ſo that here was a Saving to the Public of 
30,0001, a Month, and yet a very heavy Tax left 


behind, 


January. Buſineſs. of any great Moment now 
begins to be very ſcarce in the Proceedings of the 
Houſe, and little can be pick'd out of them fit for 
theſe Inquiries.. There is.a Multiplicity of various 
Matters included; but they were only private Af- 
fairs, the more public ones being now ſo fully ſet- 
tled, that this new Republic ſeemed to be eſta- 
bliſhed in Perpetuum. Some Regulations in Go- 
vernment were propoſed to be made; particularly 
a, Bill was ordered to be prepared and brought in, 
to rectify the Inconveniences that were then in the 

"DIY Law; 
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"> dans -regnum, Law; and how the Miſchiefs which rew from 

woe Delays, Chatgeableneſs and Irtegulatities in 

; — the Proceedings of the Law, might be prevented, J 

tema)” with the ſpeedieſt Way to reform the ſame: And 

2 Committee of ar Perſons, not then Members of 

the Houfe, of whom Matthew Hale, Eq; was the 

Chairman, were nominated to propoſe ſome Scheme 

A Committee for for that Purpoſe to the Committee of Patliament 
2 appointed to bring in the Bill, and to adviſe the 

Law. in thig Buſineſs, with Powe to ſend for Perſons, 

LL Records, Cc. and to meet in the late Houle of 

Lords for that Purpoſe. : /' 

An Act of Oblivion, or ae Pardon, was alſo 

debated this Month; and many Alterations and. 

Amendments made to it, but not paſled. oY 

Jab Prouate Laſtly, Col. Fohn-Lilburne havin joined m a 

> wg aye Petition wich Fo Prymate, to the Houſe, againſt 

2 rain Sir Arthur T Then ' complaining of his great 

Vu AburHaſel- Oppreſſion an ranny, in ſeizing on certain 

| e. Collieries in the County of Dur bam; and over- 

2  awing and Aresiag dhe Commiſfioners to whom 

: he had applied for Relief, the ſaid Petition was 

5 voted falſe, malicious, and ſeandalous, and otder'd 

to be burnt by the common Hangman. 'Prymate» 

and Lilburne were fined each 3000 J. for the Uſe 

| of the Commonwealth; 20001. to Sir Arthur Ha- 

"Wo | ſelrigge for Damages, and 500 J. a- piece to the 

|... Commiſſioners before whom the Cauſe had been 

heard. "The former of them was alſo committed 

to the Hleet till Payment-ſhould be made, and the 

latter was ordered to be baniſhed out of Englant,. 

Scotland, Ireland, and the Territories thereto be- 


lovgiog, and to ſuffer Death i in e 


F Almoſt all this Month was: taken up 
with Debates on the Bill mentioned for a general; 
Pardon and Oblivion; but ſuch a Multitude of 
Proviſves,. propoſed and divided upon, are 45 

| ponds. as [plainly ſhew the an 


E Rags 6 ra 
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=o Many Petitions were alſo preſented from the 
Merchants, touching private Inconveniences ſuſ- 

tained by. the new Navigation Act. 
There was alſo an Act paſſed, giving further 
Powers, touching the Sale of Delinquents Eftates ; 
and another, whereby all Honours,” Titles, Oc. 


Act for vacati 
Honours 'grant 


anuary,, 164.1, were declared null and void, by the late King, 


be by King Charles the Firſt, face che 4th of 


rits were ordered to be iſſued to the Sheriffs, far 
bringing in all ſuch Patents for Honours, Sg. in- 
to the Court of Chancery, in order to their being 
cancell'd, with a Penalty of 504. on Refuſal. Every 
Peer aſſuming ſuch Title to forfeit 1000. a Baronet 
or Knight, 40. And any Perſon, giving ſuch pro- 
hibited Title by way of Addreſs, 105... 
' i . ; 


March. . The Parliament's Commiſſioners in 
Scotland having now. made great Progreſs in their 
Reformation of the Government in that Kingdom, 
Sir Henry Yane, jun. and Col. Fenwick, two of their 
Number, were ſent by the reſt to give an Account 
to the Houſe of their hon he There are only 
the Titles of the public Papers which were exhi- 
bited to the Houſe, on this Qocafion, in the Feur- 
nals; and to recite even theſe would be ſo tedious, 
that we forbear the further Mention of them till we 
come to the final Reſu lt. 
We ſhall finiſh our Account of the Proceedings 

of the Legal Year 1651, with obſerving, That on 
the 25th of this Month the Parliament made ſome 
further Progreſs in the Bill for Refot mation of the 
Laws. An Act was brought in for taking away 
Fines upon Bills, Declarations, and original Writs; 
another for the more ſpeedy Recovery of Rents ; 
and a third againſt cuſtomary Oaths; which were 
e twice, and committed to the — 
before, appginted to ſit on this great Affair. 
4 The Aft paſſed now . few, that we 
ſhall content ourſelves with giving an Abſtract 
7 the moſt material of them at the End of the 
F ear. * » S —ͤ 


1 


e Oe 
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* 
a il Nothing "oO private Aﬀairs inteifering; 
April, neon to the 13th of this Month, when a Bill 
ought in for incorporating of Scotland into 
one — . ealth and Free State with England; 
And for les the Kingly Office in Scotland. 
It Was read a firſt and ond "ime, and committed 
to & large Committee; Y but all that came were to 
Jus Voices in it. 
more Additions were made to we Bill for 
12 g the Law; which went on voy eye 
being the Intereſt, ſays Ludlow, of th 
to N the Lives! Liberties, and Eſtates of the 
whole vr ener their own Hands. 80 that upon 
dme Debate, adds this Memorialift, of regiſtering 
+ © Deeds in each County, for want of which, within 
à certain Time fix*d-after the Sale, ſuch Deeds 
fuld be void; and, being ſo regiſtered, that Land 
thould riot be ſubject to any Incumbrance; This 
1 0 Inrumbranc was fo managed by the Laws 
Diese, that it took up three Months Time before it 
3 could be aſcertained by the Committee. 
Vote * Bn. The Buſineſs of Tythes was alſo another Topic 
Tythgs, this Month; and, Debate -upon them, the 
; Houſe ordered it to be referred to the Committee 
ed to receive Propoſals for the better Propa- 
ion ie him the 3 to conſider how a convenient 
ainte nance for a godly and able 
Mihiſtry ma may de ſettled in lieu of Tythes, and ww 
ſent their 8 to the Houſe. And the 
Mon being put that this Clauſe be added, 
be 5m ſhould be paid as formerly, untill Sor 
afntenahce be d, the Houſe Ivided ; when * 
tor: carried i in the Affirmative, by 27 San 17. 
May 7. The firſt Thin we find remarkable in 
the Proceedings of this Month is, that the Parlia - 
went, according to Order, took into Conſideration 
now te Evuſe r de enn with Mernbers. 


* 1 F Ludlew's Memvirs, vel. l pools . 
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Next they voted, That the Grand Committee for 
ſettling a certain Time for the Sitting of this pre- 


' ſent Parliament, and providing for ſucceſſive Par- 


liaments, be revived... Accordingly on the 12th 
they reſum'd this Buſineſs, and ordered it to be con- 
tinued every Medneſday, as before. . 


May 14. The Commiſſioners ſent into Scotland The Affairs of 
to ſettle Affairs there being return d, they this Day Scand. 


gave an Account to the Flouſe of their Tranſac- 
tions in that Kingdom; which. were fo ſatisfag- 
tory, that the Speaker was ordered to return them 
Thanks for their extraordinary Care and Pains in 
managing the Affairs of Scotland. Letters of 
Thanks were alſo ordered to be ſent to Major - 
General Lambert, Lieutenant General anche, 
Alderman Tichburne, and Major-General Deane, 
for the ſame Services. The Colonels Overton, 
 Ingald/by, and Pryde, had 500 J. a- year ſettled on 
each of them, out of the forfeited Eſtates in Scoc- 
land; ſo that that Nation was now almoſt entirely 
ſubdued, and made a Fief to the Commonwealth 
of England. * « 


+ About this Time a Sea-Fight hengened in the A Sea-Fight ; 
Deum, between the Englih and the Dutch; *the wich the Due; 


particular Account of which was, on the 21ſt, 


communicated to the Houſe in a Letter from Ad- 
miral | Blake, but not enter'd in the Fournals. : 


However they voted their Approbation of what the 
Admiral had done in this Affair; and ordered the 


Council of State to take Care of the ſtrengthening. 


the Fleet, for the Security and Benefit of the 
Commonwealth. And the next Day of Meeting, 
day 25, on a Report from the ſaid Council, the 
Houſe ordered that 40 Sail of Ships, more than 
were already in the Service of the Commonwealth, 
ſhould be taken on ſpeedily, and to employ other 
Forces, as they ſhould' ſee Cauſe, and to proceed 


vigorouſly... , 


About the ſame Time with the late Sea-Fight, 


three Ambaſſadors. from the States arrived at Lon- 
an, and were conducted to a public Audience of 


2 * 
— 


— 
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Juter-tenum. the Houſe. Mr, Ludlow gives the following Av- 
8 count of this Embalily : 7 The os OR: 
—— being highly diſpleaſed with the late Act of Navi- 
Jun: gation paſſed by the Parliament, which _ AC- 
counted to be a great Obſtruction to their Trade, 
reſolved to leave no Means unattempted to pro- 
cure it to be repealed, To this End they ſent 
Who thereupon three Ambaſſadors to England“; who pretending 
ſendAmbaſladors a Deſire to finiſh the Treaty begun formerly be- 
Parliament gu =.» b 
dhe Par . "- tween the two States, requeſted that TR might 
de as they were at the Time of the Parliament's 
 Ambaſlador's Departure from Holland; deſigning 
thereby that the AQ . paſs'd for the Encou- 
ragement of our Seamen ſhould be ſuſpended, and 
all ſuch Merchandizes reſtored as had been ſeized 
from the Dutch by Virtue of the ſaid Act. The 
Parliament refuſing” to conſent to this Propoſal, 
the States General gave Orders for the equipping 
a conliderable Fleet, conſiſting of about 100 Ships 
of War, giving Notice to the Houſe, by their Am- 
baſſadors, of theſe Preparations ; and allurin them 
that they were not deſign'd to offend the Engliſb 
Natien, with whom they deſired to maintain a 
friendly Carreſpondence; and that they were pro- 
viced to no other End, than to protect their own 
Subjects in their Trade and Navigation. But the 
Parliament, being unwilling to — upon the Pro- 
miſes of thoſe, who, by their paſt and preſent Ac- 
Vue, had manifeſted little Friendſhip to them, re- 
olved to make what Preparations they could to 
defend themſelves. e A rin 


We. 1 1 ld 4.4 
June. Moſt of this Month is taken up with 
Notes or Inferences, in the Journals, relating to 
the Tranſactions between the Parliament and 
Council of State, and the Dutch Ambaſſadors, 
But theſe Notes are ſo abſtractedly enter d, as not 
to be capable of an Explanation. After 
Their Names wee James Carts, Lord of Vulpen; Gerurd 
1 7285 Alderman of erdam ; and Paul Vande Perre, Oounſel- 
: lor Penfionary of Middleburgb. The Memorial preſented by them, 
| > _ with the Patliament's Anſwer, are in Fbithche. Many other Pa- 
| rs, touching this Negotiatiom are printed in the Firſt Volume of 
re State Paper, and in Heath"s Chronicle. 


OF ENGLAND. 89 
After the late Sca- Eight, the States of "Holland inteternem. 
diſpatched away another . to the Com- 2682. 
monwealth of England, the Lord Paws, who took W 
upon him the Character of an Ambaſſador Extra- F 
ordinary, and had Audience of the Houfe accord- 
ingly, on the roth. His Buſineſs was, by what can 
be pick' d out ef the Journals, to expoſtulate with the 
Parliament on the late violent Proceedings of the 
Engliſh Fleet in the Downs, and to ſettle Affairs be- | 
tween the two States in an amicable Manner. 
But all theſe Negotiations had no Effect; for 
we find that the Engliſh Demands being to have 
Satisfaction from the Dutch for all Charges and 
Damages this State had ſuſtained, and been put to 
this Summer, on their Account, the Dutch denied 
to cbnſent to it: And the Ambaſſadors having de- 
ſired to take their Leave of the Houſe, it was grant- 
ed, and done with great Ceremony on the 29th. 
The Council of State was alſo ordered to prepare 
them convenient Paſſes and Safe Conducts for their 
Return home, and they fet forward that very Night 
for that Purpoſe. © The Houſe voted their Appro- 
bation of the Proceedings of the Council in this 
Affair; and likewiſe ordered them to draw up and 
prepare a Declaration, to aſſert the Right of the 
Commonwealth of England in the Sovereignty of 
the Seas, and, to the Fiſhery; to be made Us of 
_ the Parliament ſhould' ſee 3 | N | | 
Nothing elſe memorable in this Month; but, 
about the Middle of it, the Houſe paſs'd a Bill "wes 
continuing the Aſſeſſment of 90,0001. a Month, continued. 
for ſix Months longer. 8 * 
8 DN F A 1 ; 


Juh. The War with Holland now began to be 
enter'd into in earneſt; Sir George Ayſcough, one 
of the Englih Admirals, lately returned from re- 
ducing the Plantations to the Obedience of Par- 
liament, fought the Dutch Fleet, under Admiral Yan 
Tramp, and took, ſunk, and diſperſed" 36 Sail of 
their Ships. An Account of which coming on the 
6th of this Month to the Houſe, they ordered that 
3 Letter of Thanks be written from the Parliament 


Iuly. 


Cathedral 
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Inter-regnum, to Sir George Ayſcough, taking Notice of his great Ser- 


vices to the Commonwealth, and that he ſhould give 
their Thanks alſo to the Officers under him. 
Admiral Blake was ſent with a ſtrong Squadron 
Northward, to diſturb the Dutch Fiſheries on that 
Coaſt, where he fought and diſperſed their Men of 


War, and took molt of their Fiſhing Buſes, &c. 


' Tuly 7. This Day a Declaration of the Parlia- 
ment of the Commonwealth of England, relating 
to tlie Aﬀairs and Procecdings between them and 


the States General of the United Provinces of the 


Liw Countries, and the preſent Differences occa- 
fion'd on the States Part; together with the Papers 
to which this Declaration related, all tranſlated in- 
to Latin, Dutch, and French, were ordered to be 
forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


- 


The Parliament owing large Sums of Money to 


\Crurcheorter® divers People, on what was called The Public 


to be pull'd down 


and told ; 


Faith, an Order had been made the 18th of Fe- 
bruary, That all the Cathedral Churches in Eng- 
land, where there were other Churches ſufficient 


| for the People to meet in for the „ jp of God, 


ſhould be ſurveyed, pulled down, and the Mate- 
rials fold; the Valve received for which ſhould 


applied to ſet the Poor on Work. And on the gti 
of this Month a Motion was made for referring it 


to a Committee to conſider what Cathedrals were 
fit to ſtand, or what to be pulled down, or what 
Part thereof; and how thoſe Cathedrals, or ſuch 


Part of them as ſhould be pulled down, might be 


applied to the Payment of the Creditors upon the 
Public Faith; which was agreed to. But theſe 

| 6 G Aa <1 4 '4 0 N Words, 
u In conſequence of this Reſolution, we find the following Ad- 


vertiſement printed in a Diary of thefe Times: 


At Lichfield, in Staffordſhire, is great Store of Lead to be 2 
by reaſon of taking down the Cathedral Church or Minſter there, and 
alſo the Bells of the ſaid Cathedral ; all <ohich wwill be ſold wort 
tbe Money. any pleaſe ta repair thither to buy them, they may 


be well uſed in the Price of them, 


But this noble Fabric happened to, be preſerved from being ut- 
terly ruined by the Sacrilegious Violence of theſe Times; and was 
afterwards reſtored to its priſtine Elegance, by the Care and Gene- 
roſity of Biſhop Hacket, as may be ſeen in Dr, FFillis's Hiſtory of 
Carbedrali, Vol, I. 4to, p. 394. | 


% 
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Words, Collegiate Churches, being propoſed to be Inter-regnum, 
added; the Houſe divided, when the latter Build. 1652 
ings were voted to be ſpared, by the poor Majority TI 
of 25 againſt 21. Another Queſtion being put, 
That the Bells of ſuch Cathedrals as the Parlia- 
ment ſhould think fit to be pulled down, ſhould 
be applied to public Uſe, for making Ordnance for 
Shipping, it paſſed in the Negative, by only 23 
- againft 21. 1 | — — 
The Parliament had not yet done with fleecing Alſo Money to 
the Royaliſts; but ſeveral more Bills and Additions}* —— han 
to Bills for Compoſition or Sale of their Eſtates, towards — 
were ſtill going forward, and eſpecially at this on the Dutch 
Time; when the Navy they were obliged to main- War. 
tain againſt the Dutch, took up a great deal of Mo- >, 
- ney to ſupport it; amongſt which the Roman Ca- 
tholics were rated very high: For on the 20th of 
this Month it was reſolved, That ſuch Papiſts De- 
linquents, whoſe Eſtates ſhould be expoſed to Sale, 
might compound for them at ſix Years Value, and 
then be allowed to ſell the whole fo compounded 
for, provided they departed the Nation within one 
Year after ſuchCompolition; otherwiſe their Eſtates, 
although compounded for, to be ſtil] ſubject to the 
Law. And the next Day the Eſtates of William 
Lord Craven, Sir Francis Howard, Sir Ediuard 
Ratcliffe, Sir Walter V, oveſer, and many others, 
(whoſe Names are particularized in the Faurnal ) 
were ordered to be ſold for the Uſe of the Navy. 


Auguſt. The Buſineſs of this Month ſeems to 
run ſtill for raiſing Money on Delinquents Eſtates. 
The Houſe alſo went upon the Diſtribution of the 

nds lately conquered in Ireland, and appoint 
Oliver Cromwell, by the Title of Captain-Genera 
of all the Parliament's Forces; Lieutenant-Gener 
Fleetwood, as Commander in Chief under him, in 
4, 70 i 2 7 ep Cor- 

ett, John Jones, and John Weaver, Eſq", Com- 
1 7 rh Y fe 1 2 Wieners 
* Cromwel!"s Warrant, appointing Fleetwood to this Command, 
„mee 
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ANT 92 De Parliamentary His rox 
Inter- retznum. miſſioners for ordering and managing the Affairs of 
that Nation, with the following Inſtructions ſor 
nn e Bo” 
Tnſtructions for I. VO are to endeavour, by the beſt Ways 
the Commiſſion- Y and Means you can, to preſerve the Peace 
—__ ww; of Ireland, and that the People there may have 
vernment of Le. Right and / Juſtice duly adminiſter'd to them; 
ld. and to that End, as near as the preſent Affairs 
: < will permit, you are to ſee that the Laws of Eng- 
land, as to 3 of Government and Admini- 
<ſtration of Juſtice, be put in Execution in Jre- 
land And you are authorized to erect, allow, 
© alter or continue any Court or Courts of Juſtice 
2 or Judicatories, in any Place in Ireland, with all 
£ Rights, Powers, Juriſdictions, Incidents, and Ne- 
8 5 requiſite for the ſame 5 and to appoint 
and place in every of them ſuch Judges, Juſtices, 
Officers, and Minifters ; and to appoint for every 
© of them reſpectiyely ſuch Salaries and Allowances, 
and to iſſue forth ſuch Commiſſions and Depu- 
< tations for. the Execution thereof, as you ſhall 
© judge; needful and moſt conducing to the Peace 
and Good, of that People, and to the ſettling of 
them in-@bedienceto the Parliament of England, 
< untill further Reſolutions be taken by the Parlia- 
© ment concerning the ſame: And you are to cauſe 
< ſuch;Seals to be made and, uſed in the Courts of 
< Juſtice, or for paſſing Grants or tranſacting Pro- 
© ceedin there, as are or ſhall be, in that Bebalf, 
by the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, directed and appointed. 8 
II. © You are to cauſe the AR, intitled, An Act 
< for ſettling of Ireland (whereof ſeveral printed 
« Copies are herewith delivered unto you) to be 
« publiſhed” and diſperſed in the ſeveral Provinces 
< of, Ireland, in ſuch Manner as you ſhall think 
+ fit; to, the End that all the People of that Na- 
© tion, concerned therein, may underſtand what 
the Intentions of the Parliament are towards 
< them; and you are to take Care that the ſame be 
t put in Execution accordingly. 4 
| | os III. You 


07 NGLAND. 93 


III. You are to conſider of © the teadieſt and we gge. 


e deſt Ways for ſettling that Country, and preſent 
your Opinions therein to the Parliament as there 


« ſhall be Cauſe. 10 010% | 1 


Nag, 


IV. © You are to endeavour the Promul ation 
of the Goſpel and the Power of true/ Re = 
and Holineſs there, and to cauſe competent 
© tenance to be allowed and duly paid out of the 

public Revenue; to ſuch Miniſters and Perſons of 
© pious Life and Converſation, and well-affected to 
© the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, as are ſitly qualified with Gifts for preach- 
< ing the Goſpel, and inſtructing of the People 
© there in / Godlineſs and Honeſty ; and to take 
Care that all due Protection, Countenance, and 
Encouragement be given thereunto by all in Au- 
tkority under the Parliament; and to put in Exe- 
© cution all Acts, Ordinances, and Orders of Par- 


< liament, now in Force; againſt Pluraliſts, Ane | 


4 nants, and ſcandalous M iniſters. | 
V. Lou are to conſider of all due Ways and 
© Means for the advancing of Learning and train- 
© ing up of Youth in Piety and Literature; and 
to promote the ſame, by ſettling of Maintenance 
upon fit Perſons to be employed therein. 

VI. Lou are authorized to remove but of any 
„Office or Place of Civil Government in Ireland, 
© any Magiſtrate, Governor, Officer; or others, 
© whom you' ſhall find unfit for the Truſt repoſed 
in > rn gr or to be dangerous to this Common- 
wealth; and you ſhall place others in their room, 
nas you ſee Cauſe; fitted for ſuch Employment, 
© for the better Advancement of the Service of this 
© Commonwealth, and for the Good ann Peace of 

the People thereof, 

VII. You are to take Care ant no Papiſt or 
© Delinquent, or diſaffected Perſons, be entruſted 
«with, ot any way employed in, the Adminiſtra- 


on the — "Juſtice, or of | 


Ofree-ofr Place of Fruſt in ireland; : 
VIII. < Yowre to take Care that no Pa wy hor 
— permitted, directly nor Wed. 


Mag Studie — Denn Ste 
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mee © to practice as Counſellors at Law, Attornies, or 


1652. 


Solicitors, nor to keep Schools for the training 
© © of Youth. 


IX. Lou are to inform e of the State 
c of the antient Revenue, and all the Profits of for-' 
< feited Lands in Ireland, and to cauſe all Forfeitures 
and Eſcheats to be improved for the beſt Advan- 
© tage of this Commonwealth; and to cauſe all Acts, 
<. Ordinances, and Orders of Parliament, now in 
Force in this Commonwealth, for ſequeſtring of 
<. Delinquents and Papiſts Eſtates, and of all the 
<Eſtates- of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans and 
Chapters, to be put in Execution in Ireland: 
And alſo to put in Execution all Acts and Ordi- 
8 „ of Parliament for the levying and recei- 

ving of the Duties of Cuſtom and Exciſe, at the 
c . Rates and Proportions expreſſed in the ſaid 


and Ordinances for levying the fame in 


© England. 
— 5 « You-ate authorized by yourſelves, or ſuch 
© as you ſhall appoint: fit for that Purpoſe, from 
© Time to Time, as you ſhall ſee Cauſe, upon the 
< Place, to impoſe and lay Taxes and Aſſeſſments 
© upon the Lands and Goods of the People of Ire- 
© Jand,: not exceeding 40, ooo l. a Month, towards 
< the Pay and 2 of the Army and Gar- 
< riſons there, and for the defraying of the Public 
< Charges, and carrying on the Affairs of this 
0 — — in J in order to the Exe - 


cution of theſe Inſtructions; and, as much as may 


© be, for the Eaſe of the Charge of this Common- 
6 « wealth: And you are alſo by yourſelves, or ſuch” ' 
as you ſhall appoint, to ſett and Jett all ſuch 


| Lands, Houſes, and other Hereditaments what- 


c ſoever, i in Ireland, as are, or ſhall be, in the Diſ- 

© roſal of the Parliament of England; as alſo the 
« Rents, Iſſues, and Profits 01 all Eccleſiaſtical 
© Benefices of ſuch Miniſters as ſhall be ejected, 
and of all ſuch other Eccleſiaſtical Promotions and 
© Benefces as ſhall become vacant, and not other- 
© wiſe diſpoſed of, en, or Order of Parliament, 
< for ſuch Time or Term of — not exons 
i! © even 


- 


c 
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other Conditions as you ſhall conceive to be moſt 
« for the Public Advantage: And you are to give 
« ſuch Directions or Inſtructions as, upon the Place, 
« you ſhall think fit, concerning the Public Reve- 
« nue ariſing out of that Nation. | 
XI. © You are authorized, by Warrants under 
your Hands, from Time to Time, to charge the 
0 Treafury and-Public Revenues ariſing out of that 
Nation, and to diſpoſe of ſo much thereof as you 
« ſhall judge neceſſary for the carrying on or effect - 
ing of any Thing in theſe Inſtructions, or in pur- 
« ſuance thereof: And you are to appoint Recei- 
vers, Collectors, and all Officers and Miniſters 
* © needful for the raiſing, collecting, receiving, ma- 
< naging, and iſſuing of the ſaid Public Revenue; 
and to allow them, and every of them, fitting 
« Salaries for their Service therein; and your ſaid 
Warrant for iſſuing out or diſpoſing of any Sum 
© or Sums of Money out of the ſaid Revenue, 
« ſhall be a ſufficient Diſcharge to the ſaid Officers 
_ © reſpectively for the ſame; all other Warrants for 
0 12 of the Army, either in Money or Pro- 


viſions, or the incident Charges thereof; and 


© likewiſe all Warrants for Ammunition to be de- 
livered out of the Public Stores, being to be iſſued 
by > ja Commander in Chief of the Forces in Ire 
© land. | | 
XII. You are to cauſe to be put in Execution, 
© effectually, all Laws now in Force againſt the 
< counterfeiting, clipping, waſhing, or debaſing of 
Coin; and are impowered to put forth Procla- 
© mations, as you ſhalt think fit, for ſuppreſſing 
© thereof. \ | 
XIII. You are, from Time to Time, to com- 

© miſfionate and appoint Judges, Juſtices, Com- 


* miſhoners, Miniſters, and ſuch other Perſons as 


* you ſhall judge requiſite for putting in Execution 
© all and every of theſe Inſtructions; and to order 
and appoint them fitting Salaries and Allowances 


« for the ſame, with Regard had to the Eaſe of the 


Charge of this Commonwealth; and, from Time 
. to 


« ſeven Veats; and at and under ſuch Rents and 1 4 
52. 


Auzuſt. 
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inter-wernum. (to Time, to remove and diſplace them, or any of 
; 22298: chem, and place others in their Room, as you | 
- Avgaſt, mall ſee Cauſe, for the Public Service there. 
XIV. Tou are hereby authorized and impow- 
© ered to erect and make Uſe of, or command, any 
Preſs or Preſſes there for printing and publiſhing 
© any Proclamations, Declarations, Orders, Books, 
or other Matters, which you ſhall think fit for the 
Public Service; and to prohibit the Uſe thereof 
| he Perſon, or in Caſes where you ſhall ſee 
„ ages _ ” | 
XV. © You are authorized to ſend for, in ſafe 
Cuſtody, and to commit to Priſon, or otherwiſe 
© to reſtrain, ſuch Perſons in Jreland, (not under 
Military Command) whom you ſhall at any 
„Time find to be any ways dangerous to this 
Commonwealth; and ſuch as ſhall be by you 
<-imipriſoned, or reſtrained, to releaſe and diſcharge 
cout of Priſon, or Reſtraint, again, at any Time 
* when you ſhall ſee Cauſe to do the fame for the 
© Advantage of the Public Service: And you are 
authorized to remove from their Places of Habi- 
tation, and to ſend into England, or ſuch other 
Places as you ſhall think fit, any Perſons whoſe 
- © Refidence in thoſe Patts from whence they afe to 
5 be removed, you ſhall judge dangerous to this 
| Commonwealth, or prejudicial to the Authority 
© thereof,” or the Peace of that Nation: And you 
© may give Licence to any Perſons that ſhall be by 
< you ſo removed, to return again: to their Places 
of Reſidence, or Habitation ; at any Time when 
| hs = ſhall ſee Caufe, for the Advantage of the 
\ Public Service there. de th | 
XVI. © You are authorized, by yourſelves, or 
© ſuch as you ſhall depute or appoint for that Pur- 
© poſe, to adminiſter any Oath or Oaths to any 
« Perfon or Perſons whatſoever, in purſuance 'of 
< theſe Inſtructions, or in order to the Execution 
XVII. © You are to conſider, with the Com- 
© mander' in Chief, of all due Ways and Means 
I | bor leſſening the Public Charge of the Common- 
; < > "dh" ft Au 3 Us. Os hs 45 7 * wealth 
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© wealth there, either by reducing the Forces in- Inter-regium, 


© to fewer” Regiments, diſbanding Supernumera- 
© ries, demolithing of Caſtles or Garriſons, or 
* by moderating and ede en, the preſent Eſta- 
* bliſhment of ce Pay for the ſaid Forces; ot by 


* taking away any other ſuperfluous 3 of what 


« Kind ſoever, wherewith the Public Revenue is 
charged; and to put the ſame into Practice and 
Execution, with ſuch convenient Speed as the 
Condition of Affairs will admit, and as you find 
the fame may ſtand with the public Safety and 
Advantage. (997 P 9 
XVIII. You are authorized to be preſent at 
© all Councils of War, and to give ſuch Advice as 
you ſhall ſee Cauſe. N * 
XIX. All Officers and Soldiers of the Forces 
© of this Commonwealth in Jreland, and all other 
©'Perſons reſiding or being there, within the Power 
© and Protection of yy PURA are.here- 


by commanded to be aiding and aſſiſting to you. 


for the better Execution of theſe Inſtructions. 


oor - 


— 


* 


XX. Lou are to give frequent and timely No- 7 


© tice of your 8 in the Execution of theſe 
Inſtructions, unto the Parliament, or to the Coun» 
cil of State. | , 


. © You. are to take effectual Care for the 


«© Preſervation of the Timber in Ireland; and to uſe: 
© all ſuch Ways and Means for preventing the 
Miſchiefs and Inconveniences by telling Timber 


there, as you ſhall think fit.. 


Whilſt the Parliament was employ'd in debating, 
the foregoing. Inſtructions, on the 13th of this 
Month a Petition was preſented to them by Com- 


A Petition from 
the Council of 


miſſary-General Whalley, in the Name of the Officers in the 
. Officers of the Army. The Contents Army, 
e 


of this Petition are not ſet down. in the, Journals - 

But Mr. Whitlicke informs us that it conſiſted of 

the following Partievlars:.;, . - 
1. That ſpeedy and effectual Means might 


u 


Ol. XX. en- 


be uſed for propagating the Goſpel; profane and 
ſcandalous Munters bs ao nag good Preachers 


gebenen 
Inter- regaum. 3 „Maintenance for them go. and 
nge. Tithies taken Wap). 

— 4. Por Regulation of the Las! Ts tefire that 
* what the Committee for it had propounded, mi ht 
of P 8 

be debated, and Encouragethent given t them. 
3. That profane, ſcandalous, an difaffec- 
ted Perſons, in all Places of Authority, micht be 
removed by AR of Parliament; and well-a ted 
Perfons put im; and all to be ſuch as feared God 
22 Hated Covetbuſteſs. 

4. To redreſs Abuſes in the Collecting and 
N of the Exciſe. 

5. That Public-Faith Debts be juſtly ſatisfi- 

ed; and firſt to the poorer Sort, before any more 
of the public Revenue be given away to Particu- 


" ; my Perſons, 
6. For ſtating the Accounts and ſatisf ing ; the 
Ad of Soldiers, and Care for maimed ldiers, 


and' Widows and Children of Soldiers Nan. 
J. ©Fhat all Articles of War given to the E- 
| nemy might be made good. 
3s 8 © That the public 1 might be brought 
into one Treaſury, with the Officers to be appojnt- 
ed by Parliament; and their Receipts and Di urſe- 
ments publiſhed half ney | 
9. That a Committee be appointed, out of the 
Houſe, to conſider of unneceſlary Offices and Sa- 
laries. - 
To. < For ſetting the Poor to work, puniſhing 
Beggars, and providing for the Impotent. | . 
11. For Liberty, in Corporations, for thoſe 
who have ſerved the Parliament to uſe manual Oc- 
tions. 
12. For Qualifications of ſuch as ſhall ſit i in 
future Parliaments.” Y 


* 


For which they , "The: Houſe received hats Lanes amen, 
receive the ſeemingly with great Reſpect, for they not 
— 4 of the [eferr'd their Petition to a Committee, but Ai 194 
7 the r £9 return hearty Thanks to them for 
Affections expreſſed therein to the Pub- 
PO ur AA CIO? HORS 
* 15 1371 Aim. : . * 
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us: That many were unlatisfied with this Peti- Inter-regniitt,. 
tion, looking upon it as improper, if not arrogant, 1654. 
from the Officers of the Army to the Parliament, ——— 
their Maſters: And chat Cromwell was adviſed to — 
ſtop this Way of petitioning by the Officers of the : 
Army with their Swords in their Hands, leſt, in 
Time, it, might come too home to himſelf; But 
that he ſeemed to ſlight this Advice, or rather to 
have ſome Deſign on foot, and put the Soldiery 
upon preparing the Way for him. A Conjec- 
ture fully verified by the Evet. . 
All the Nations and States in Europe had, one 
Time or other, ſince the Commencement of the 
Engliſh Commonwealth, ſent Ambaſſadors or En- 
voys, either to compliment them on their aſſumed 
Power, or to renew old Treaties with them in re- 
gard of Trade and Commerce, except France; 
againſt whom an Act had been paſſed, prohibiting 
the Importation of any Wines, Wool, or Silk 
from that Kingdom. This Act had continued in 1, 4 open - 
Force for ſome Time; and, as has been before te- git xa 
mark'd, a War with Portugal being on foot, the 
Engliſh muſt have been ſupplied with their red 
Wines from the Dutch : But this Channel being 
alſo ſtopp'd up by the late War entered into againſt 
the States, the Parlihwent ſeemed obliged to open 
the old Coutſe, or drink no Claret. - The Houſe 
therefore voted, That Liberty and Licence be gi- 
ven for a free Trade and Commerce with France, 
to ſuch Ports of that Kingdom, and under ſuch Re- 
ſtrictions, as the Council of State ſhould think fit; 
and an Act to be prepared accordingly. FO 
Another Sea-Fight happened between the Eng- 
liſh and Dutch Fleets, near Plymouth, about the 
Middle of this Month, of which ſome flight No- 
tice is taken in the Journals; but none ſignificant 
enough to make us think it was with any great 


Advantage to the FHH / 

September 3. This Day the Annual Tbankſ- 

giving, appointe®# laſt Year to be kept for giving, 

hanks'to Almighty God for many Mercies, par- 
tieularly for the 99 youchſafed unto 
| 2 then 
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ingen. their Forces at MHorerſter, on tlie third Day of S. 
16324.  tomber; 1651; and at Dunbar on the fame Days 
. 1650, was obſerved with great Solemmty : 
The Patliament had now got a new: ſoteign: 
| Enemy, by Admiral Blabeo's fighting and beating 
the French Fleet, and taking ſeveral of their Ships: 

But, on the Sch, the Houſe ordered the Pronch Of- 
e 44513 a Soldiers, and Seamen taken in en to 5 
de ban hn een eee, 5.1 1 
| SE Dryer 


Fa, Some of the Articles coritiitied: in the laſt Peti- 
tion of the Army to the Parliament begin now to 
| break out: For, on the 14th, = Report was made 
ſrom the Committee to whom the ſaid Petition was 
referred, of the State of the Proceedings of the 
Grand Committee upon the Bill for fixing a Time 
for the Diſſolution of this Parliament, 5 the pro- 
viding ſucceſſive Parliaments; but nothing was yet 
concluded upon touching this important Buſineſs, 

The reſt of this Month was 22 taken up 
With Proceedings on the Bill for the Sale of Delin- 
quents Eſtates, which was not yet ended. A Call 
ot the Houſe was ordered to be on the third of No- - 
vember next; and à Noriugal Ambaſſador, named 
Li Roderico, Comes de Camera, had an Audience, 
ing introduced with the uſual Ceremonies.” 1 
r Dir — f 
Oepber I; The Council of State epreüe ene 
the Houſe the diſtracted Condition the Freaſury was 
in at this Time, by reaſon of which they eonld>not 
manage thoſe Affairs the Parliament had committed. 
to them: They therefore humbly reminded the 
Houſe of reſuming the Conſideration of a Rill de- 
pending before them, relating to that Buſineſs; as 
ald concerning the executory Part of the Admi- 
| ralty, many Difficulties ariſing from the * 1 ba | 
which it was then managed. 
* '  Hereupon the Houſe ordered the Commiltice-for - 
F that Bill. to. be reyived; to meet that Afternoon, 
and to bring in the Names of ſuch ] Perſons for Su- 


pexyiſors of the Treaſury the ul think. 
kt, on, 8 D* e "and A ic 12 | 
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the Navy. Then the Queſtion being put, That laser menen. 
no Perſons to be . for. the Navy 4 ould. be 1652, 

| Members of Parliament, it paſſed in the Negative, "77; | 

by 19 apainft 27. The ſame Queſtion being put 

for ibe Treaſury, it was carried in the Negative, 


* 


wichout any Diviſion, g 
A Deputation of 21 Commiſſioners from Scat - Deputies come 
land came up to London about this Time, and were vp from Scorlang, 
. odg'd in 1/e/tminfler. by the Parliament's Orders, jp neat staben 
Theſe Gentlemen came to treat with the Parlia- the intended U- 
ment about the intended Union between the two inn of the tuo 
Nations: And, to that End, the Houſe appointed be 
twelve of their Members, whereof ſeven to be of = 
the Quorum, to meet with theſe Deputies, to pe- 1 
ruſe their Commiſſion, and ſee that it was in pur - 
ſuance of, and according to, a Declaration of Par- 
liament lately publiſhed, It was alſo reſolved that 
the ſaid Committee ſhould confer with the Perſons 
ſo deputed, report to the Parliament their Pro- 
ceedings, and receive their further Directions in 
the ſame: And that the Council of State ſhould 
give their Warrants far Money to defray the ne- 
ceſſary Charges of this Service. In the Engliſo 
Commiſſion were the Lord Chief Juſtice St. Johm, 
Sir Henry Fane, jun. Col. George Fenwick, Ma- 
_ or. Richard Salivay, Sir Arthur Heſelrigge, the. 
Lords Commiffioners Vbitlacte and Lifle,, the 
Lord-General Cromwell, Major-General, Harriſin, 
Col. Sidney, Mr. Thomas Scott, and Col. Murtin, 
x who were to meet the Scots Deputies in the late 
. Houſe of Lords. 1 e 
2 Mr. Ludlow writes, That this Propoſition of 
Vnion was chearfully accepted by the moſt judi -x WS: 
cious of the Scots Nation, who well underſtood " 
What a great Condecenſion it was in the Parlia- | 
ment of England, to permit a People they had con- 
quered to have a Share with them in the Legilla- 
4ive-Power ©.” But the Scots Clergy, as another 
Contemporary informs. us *, proteſted againſt, this 
. T en e b. 32% Pförhe 
e, Phitt; fore Tine after dh Odheral ag of the Kirk. Ha- 
ving con vened themſelves at Edinburgh, with as much Authonty as 
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with it a gubordination of the Kirk to the State in 
the; Things of Chi. However, the Scots were 
forged not only to ſend Deputies to bring down ſuch 


Laus to them as their Conquerors thought proper 


monwealch of England. For, 


to give, but alſo to ſubmit to be tax d by the Com- 


Od. 26. Upon a Report from the Lard- Com- 


5 An Afteſſment of miffioner Whitlocke, the Houſe reſolved, That a 


10,000 {, per 


 Merſem laid up 


on Scotland. 


monthly Aſſeſſment of 10,0001, Sterling be laid 
upon Scotland; but with a particular Reſpect to 


the Eaſe of ſuch Places as had or ſhould comply 


- with the Parliament's. Tender of an Union, not 


only in regard of quartering of Soldiers, but alſo of 


- abating their particular Aſſeſſments. 


The Parliament had a high Diſpute this Month 


with the King of Denmark, who was then influ- 
enced againſt them by the States General. Some 


of our ce e on their Return from the 


Baltic, having, for Fear of the Dutth Fleet, put 


into Copenhagen, under the Protection of the Daniſb 
King, the Parliament ſent out a Fleet of 18 Sail to 
convoy thoſe Merchants home, but the Danes re- 


fuſed to deliver them; whereupon the Englyh 
Fleet return'd without them. This ocafioned a 


Remonſtrance ſrom the Parliament to the King of 
Denmark, about the detained Ships; and he ſent 
over two Ambaſſadors to England, Who had Au- 


dience of the Houſe, All we pan learn by the 


ſhort Hints in the Journals, concerning their Em- 
baſſy, is only this: That it was not pleaſing to ei- 
ther Side; for, on the 29th, theſe Kaba dprmack 


#69) 916 
Two printed Pamphlets, or Books, gave. the 


their Leave and departed; * 


- Houſe ſome Uneaſineſs at this Time; one intitled, 
| 7h Anſwer to the Declaratian of the imaginary Par- 
liument of the unknown Commanwealth, of England. 


- \was tent to diſmiſs them fr 


on 


* 
— 


& 


h 
= 


RR oe eee he 
former]y, and falling into a yandred Fractions, Lieut Col, Certerel 
N om their Seats; Which he-roundly did, 
charging tem, upon their Peril, not to attempt any ſuth fariller 
eeting; and, to that Purpoſe, not any three of them ſhould pte - 
ns fo meet or bp ſeen tögether. E 2 
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The other called Merlini Anglici Ep \hemerts ; or» Unter e 
Aftrolog icdl Predi eons fo r Ay: Fad 19531 1755 Ry 7 
ar- 


TY liam. L,, Student . 
Ttament'referred them both tò the uncl of State 
to find out the Authors, Printers, Se. and repore 
their Opinions of it to, the Houſe, | 


—_— 


. 
. 4 1 


November. The Parliament went now vpon 
mt atid Means to raiſe Money for carrying on 
the Dutch War, without laying more Taxes on the 
Public. This made the Caſe of the poor Delin- P-linquents e 
—— much harder, for they ſearched into thuſe N 6 
Forfeitures, throughout Eugland, with great Strict- be ſola. 
neſs and Severity : Infomuch, that an infinite 
Number of Names are mentioned in the Journals 
of this Month, of thoſe unhappy Perſons who were 
to be put in an additional Bill for Sale of their 
Eſtates in every Part of the Nation, in which the 15914 
Royal Palaces, Cc. were included; for an Order | 
was made, That Hyde-Park, Enfield- Chace, Hanp- | 
ton-Court, Buſhy- Park, Gremwich with its Ap- 
purtenances, and IWindſor-Caftle, ſhould be ſold 
ready Money. A Motion was alſo made for 
the Sale of Samerſet- Houſe ; but, upon the Que- 
Mien it was ſaved, by a Diviſion of 34 againſt 19, 
The Election for a new Council of State Was 
| allo, according to annual Cuſtom, carried through 
this Month. Tue Serjeant at Arms, with his Mace, 
was ordered to go out and ſummon all the Mem- 
bers in Wi/ftmin/ter- Hal, and the Parts adjacent, 
to attend the Houſe. The Doors were then or- 
dered to be ſhut, when the Number of Members 5 . 2 
preſent appeared to be 122. The 21 Members Fry 
of the Council, to be continued for the Year enſu- 
ing, were, the Lord- General Cromwell, Lord- 
Commiffoner Mpitlocte, Lord Chief Juſtice. St. Jabn, 
Lord Chief Juſtice Ralle, Sir Henry Vane, jun. 
Sir Arthur Hafelri „ Thomas Scott, Hirbart Mor- 
bs. and Dennis Bond, Eſq"*. Col, Purefoy, 17 5 
adh, Serjeant at Law, Jahn Gurdon, 


Lord - Commiſſioner Lie, Col. Wauton, dir James 
Wee Sir * Maſbam, Themasr Chalo- 
ner 
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| Inter. regnum. 1 8 an obert I\allop, Eſqii.: Sir Gilbert Hieter- 
j : ws - * 2 80 ter e and\Nichalgs Lowe, E 

| _ 10 new. bers, now elected, were, 

_ — 9 Tg odwin, El 955 Alderman Allen, Colonel 

& ompſen,, alter Scand Eſq; Sir Henry, Mild-- 


Mai or-Genera Skippen, Lord Grey, Col. Sid 
5 Eamund Prideaux, Fj. Attorhey-General, 
85 on Trevor, Col. Norton, Thomas Lifter, Eſq, 
1 Sit Jahn Bourchier, William Eall of 
22 Carvley, Kſq; Sir William Brere- 
| = 25. Fielder and William 10 N * * 
e * e arriſen; 
A Dialoone be- Amon the Tranſactions of ** Monch, 
tween an be Mr. Ne has given us a long Dialogue be- 
— de- tween Cromwell and himſelf, upon the Grand (Que-- 
r : — ſtion, Whether any Meaſure could be hit upon for 
the Crown upon ſettlin the preſent Diſtractions of the Natioa, but 
pimlelf, by Di ig the Parliament and Reſtoring of Mo- 
15 897 And how far it would be ſafe for Crom 
well, in ſuch Caſe, to take the Crown upou him - 
ſelf? This Dialogue is in itſelf ſo extremely inte- 
2 relling, and contributes ſo much to the Illuſtration 
. l of ſome important Events now haſtening upon us, 
. that the Length thereof will be no Excule for the 
Omi on of it, We ſhall therefore give it at e 
in Mr. Whitlcke s own Words: 
It was about this Time that the "Par 5 TY 
Cromwell, meeting with M hitlacte, ſaluted him with 
more than ordin: A and deſired him to 
walk alide with him, that they might have ſome 
rivate Diſcourſe together. itlocke waited. on 
Tim and he began the Bien betwixt dem, 
w hich was to this Effect: 
Conwert. My Lord Whitlocke, I * 8 
1 and E ngagement.in the ſama good Gauſe 
with my/4 Fand the reſt of our Friends, and I know 
your Ability in Judgment, and NG r d 
1 80 þ and Af, 1 Fa me z indeed I am ſufficiently + 
el in theſe Tings, 8 tbereſere 1 deſirs o ad. 
85 e with you in the main and eee % 


* to our. preſet Coldtion,. Tis SCL "Warr: Po | 


ENG L AN B. 10 


and: nd: 41 


74 | Witkrzocrs. Vun Excellency bath known me Later -xegnums, 


, ani 1 think-will ſay N never tua any 


— 


TT ANTS 2 5 7 ore b mes and for my 12 


particular 


ne, and your public, 400 haue deſerved more 


than can manifeſt ;/0 Wt there is, with your Favour, . 


a Miftate in this one. » touching my N udg- 
ment, which'is uncapable to do any con Aal Her 
3 het, te the 


vice for yourſel 705 or this Commonzwealt 
utmoſt of my Power, I fall be ready to ſerve. ous 
and that with all Diligence and Faithfulneſs. 
_ CRoMWELL. {have Cauſe to be, and m, ale h- 
out the lea/l Scruple of your Fauthfulneſs, and I know 
aur Kindneſs to me your old Friend, and your Ali- 
ies to ſerve the Commonwealth, and there are 
_ be/ides me that can teflify it Aud 1 believe. 
ngagements for this C anmontwealth have been, 
_ are, at deep as mofi Men's ; and there neuer was 
mort Nerd of Advice, and ſolid hearty Counſel, than 
the preſent State of our Affairs. doth require. _ 
 WarrtLocks. I ſuppoſe no Man will mention 
bis particular Engagement in this Cauſe, at the fame . 
Time when your Excellency's Engagement is remem- 
bered; yet to my Capacity, and in my Station, few 
Men have engaged further than 1 have dane; an 
that (beſides the Greaneſs of your own Nature an 
perſonal Knowledge of me) will beep.you from 4 


ealouſy of my Faithfulneſs, 
7 —— bly 4 Ker 455 were No more 8 


of Saſpicion of others, than of you, I can truſt you 


with my Life, and the moſt ſecret Matters relating 
te our Buſineſs; and to that End I baue now defired 
4 little private Diſcourſe with you ; and, really, my. 


con to your. Perſin, your Favours to © 


Lord, there is very great Cauſe for us to conſider - 4 \ 


dangerous Condition we are all in, and how to ma 


good aur Station, to improve the Mercaes and Suc- | 


ceſſes which God hath given us; and not ta be faoled 
out o them again, nor to be broken in Pieces, our 


particular Jarrings and Auimoſities one againſt an- 


other ; but te unite our Counſels, and Hands 

Hearts, to make good what we have ſo dearly bought, 

| ich fo Jnuch Hazard, B. an Trois; 7 2 
4 


\ 
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ever our Enmies, tur ſhould not mow hazard all again 
by. our private\Fanglings, and bring thoſe" Miſchicfi 
pon ourſelves; which our Enemits conld never do. 
-  WnrITLOCKE:' My Lord, [oo upon our priſent 
Danger as greater than ever it toas in the Field, and 
(as your Excelioncy truly obſerves) our Proneneſr to 
deſtroy onrſekes, when our Enemies could not do it. 
It is ino firange Thing for a gallant Army, as yours 
vs, ofter full Conqueſt of their Enemies, to grow into 
 Fattions and abner Defonr; and it is a Winder 
to me thitt they are not in high Mutinies, their Spi- 
rits being active, and ſetu thinking their Services to 
be duly rewarded, and the Emulation of the Officers 


1 oF out daily more and more, in this Time of 


their Vacancy from their Employment; befides," the 
private Soldiers, it may be feared, will, in this Time 


. of their Tdleneſs, grow into Diſorder ; and it is yvur 


excellent Conduct which, under God, bath kept them 
e long in Diſcipline, and free" from Mutimes. | 
** CRoOMWELL. I have uſed, and ſhall uſe, the ut- 


m of my'poor Endeavours to keep. them all in Order 


and Obedience. © | | 
.* WarTLoOCKE: Your Excellency hath dine it hi- 
therto even to Admiration. eee e 


© CROMWELL.' Truly God N me in it ex- 
ceedingly, and I hope will do fo ſtill. Your Lord. 
ſhip hath obſerved moſt truly the Intlinations of the 
Officers of the Army to particular Fuckious, and to 
Murmurings that they are nat rewarded atcording 
to their Deſerts ; that others, who have aduemured 


. Yeaſt, have gained moſt; and they have neither Pro- 


fit, nor Preferment, nor Place in Government, which 
others Hold, who have undergone no Hardfhips\nor 
Hazards for the Commonweaith; and herein they 
have too much of Truth, yet their Inſolency ir very 
great, and their Influence upon the private $oldiets 
works them to the like Diſcontents and Murmur- 


| ings. 1 Wes 


Den as for the Amber: of Parliament, the Army 
begins to have a flrange\Diftafte aguinſſ them, aritt T 
wrſh there were not tos much Cauſe for it; and _ 
MON FR their 
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their Pride, and Ambition, and Self-ſeeking, ingroſ- 1ater-regnum, 
fing all Places of Honour and Profit to themſelves and 165%. 
"their Friends, and their daily breaking forth into ve 
new and violent Parties and Factions; their Delays — 
of \Bufineſs, and Deſigns to perpetuate tbemſelves, 

and to continue the Power in their own Hands; thelr 
meddling in private Matters ' between Party and 
Party, contrary to the Inflitution of Parliaments, 
and their Injuſtice and Partiality in thoſe Matters, 
and the ſcandalous Lives 25 ame of 'the Chief. o 
them ; theſe Things, my Lord, de give too mu 
Greund' for People to open their Mouths againſt 
them, and to diſlike them. Nor can they: be kept 
within the Bounds of \Fuflice,, Law, or Reaſon; 
tbey themſelves. being the Supreme Power of the Na- 
tion, liable to no Account to any, nor to be controuled ' 
er regulated by any other Power, there being none ſu- | 
perior, or co-ordinate with them : S that, unleſs 
there be ſome Authority and Power ſo full and fo 
a High as to reſtrain and keep Things in better Order, 
and that may be a Check to the Exorbitanaes, it 
"= be impoſſible, in human Reaſon, to prevent our 
| Ruin. | 8 
\\ WHITLOCKE. Iconfeſt the Danger we are in by 
theſe Extravagances and inordinate Powers is more 
than I doubt is generally apprehended; yet as to that 
Part of it which concerns the Soldiery, your Excel- 
 denty's Power and Commiſſion is | ſufficient already to 
reſtrain and keep them in their due Obedience; and, 
bleſſed. be God, you have done it hitherto, and I doubt 
nat hut, by your Wiſdom, you will be able ſtill to do it. 
As te the Members of Parliament, I confeſs the 
greate/t Difficulty lies there; your Commiſſion being 
ſrom them, and they being acknowledged the Supreme 
Power of the Nation, Tubjef to no Controuls, nor 
allowing any Appeal from them: Lei I am ſure your 
Excellency will not look upon them as generally de- 
paved; tos many of them are much to blame in thoſe 
Things you have mentioned, and many unfit Things 
have paſſed among them; but I hope tuell of the ma- 
+4 of them, when'great Matters come to a De- 


s CROM» 
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\.Cromweurs: My Lend, there ir little Hs 


@ pied Stetlemarit to be ynade by them, really: — = oy 
not; but a great deal of Fear, that they will deſtroy 


Again what the Lord bath done graciouſly: for them 


an 1 wwe all farget God, and Gd will forget us, . 


and give un ub ie Confuſion; and theſe Men will help 


% on, 1 be. fuffered ro proceed in their Mays; 


rſe my eee eee 


5 Nee 1 


W)rrockg. Vr ourſelves have. nee 
them the Supreme Power, and raten our Comm: 
fions and Authority in the higheſt-Concernments from 


them; and how to refrain and curb them ger Ws 
it vill be hard to find out 4 ay for it. 
CROMWELL: hat if a Man fouls take upon 
"him ta be King? f 
. WaitLocks. I how that Remedy » would bs 
<vor/e than the Di TOES 
CRO. ILL — think fo? 
HITLOCKE.. fs to. your own Perſon the Title 


'» King evould be of no Advantage, becauſe you have 


the full. Kingly Power in you already, concerning the 


Militia, ts you are General. As to the Nomination 


Civil Officers, thoſe æubom you think fitteft are ſel- 


dom refuſed; and alibs' you have no Negative Vote 


in tbe paſſing of Laws, yet tohat you diflike toll not 


 - eafaly be carried ; and the Taxes are already. ſetiled, 


and in your Power to diſpeſe the Money raiſed. And 


us to. Foreign ¶ fairs, though the ceremonial Appli- 


cation be made to the Parligment, yet the Expectation 
of good or bad Succeſs in it is from your Excellency ; 


and particular Solicitations of Foreiyn. Minifters are 


made to you only : So that I apprehentl, 8 Jeſs 


. Envy and Danger, and Pomp, bat not leſs Power, 


and real Opportunities of doing Cod in your being 


Ts. than would be nne 
a : 


. — A yeur Proof 
1 obſerve,. That he iubo is x fon yours 
Klection or by Deſcent, yet being once King, all 
Alis done by him-as King areas Jawſul ind Jufteft- 


* as by any King wha hath the Grown by Inhert- 
"Wi tance 


' 
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tance from bis Forefathers : An that by an eÞ of tte 
Parliament in Henry ie Seventh Time, it is ſafer 1652. 
for"thoſe-who act under a King, be his Title what it = 
will, than for thoſe who att under any other Power. 
And } ſurely the Power a King is'ſo great and\bigh, 
and ſo univerſally underſiood and \reverenced by the 
People a "this Nation, that the Title of it "might not 
only-indenvify, in a great Meaſure,. thoſe thut act 
under it, but litewiſe.be of great Uſe and Advantage | 
_ Trmes as theſe, to . the Inſolences of theſe 2 
the preſent Powers cannot controul; or at leaſt 
are the Perſons them 2 who are thus inſolent. . 
WuIrrockx. ein the general what” you 
are pleaſed to e as fo this Title * Ning; hae” 
whether for your Bxeellency to take this Title upon: 
you, as Things now are, will be fir the Good and 
either of - yourſelf and Friends, or o . 
the Commonwealth, I do very much daubt; not tui 
Aanding that Act of Parliamtnt, 1 1. Hen. Vir. 
whith will be little regarded, or obſerved te us ou, 
Enemies, if they . come to get the upper a 
us. 
r tne” What 45 you apprehend would be 
the Danger of. taking this Title 
- WRHITLOCKE, 75 Danger, I think, would be. | 
this One of the main Point * Cintroverſy betwixt' 2 ye 
15-and our: Adverſaries is, ther the Government . 
of this Nation ſhall be eftabliſhed in Monarchy, or in 
a \Free State or Gommonwealth';, and moſt of our 
Friends have engaged with us upon the Hopes of ha- 
ving the Government ſettled in a Free State, and ta 
thut have undergone all tbeir "Hazards and 
Prfoulies, they bring perſuaded; though I think 
— miſtaken, that under t Government of a Cam 
 monwealth they ſhall enjoy more Liberty and Rigbt, 
both as to their Spiritual\ and Civil Concernments, ' 
than they ſhall under Monarchy ; ; the Preſſures and 
Die, wary are. eee in their en and | 


Mere i © your Emcellency ould. take upon you 

Fel ing; this State f your Cauſe wil be = j 
| 12 ly. determined, an Ifonarcby eftabliſhed in 

1 your 


— 


hl 8 


Frese State, but robelher Cromwell or Stuart 
wers be our King and Monarch 


\ 
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your Perſon; ani the Queſtion will be no mare whe- 
ther our Government ſhall be by d Monarch, or Bolt 

© And that Queſtion, wherein before [+ great Par- 
ties of the Nation were engaged, and whith was uni- 
ver/al, will by this Means. become, in rc, à pri- 
vate Controverſy only. Before it was National, 
What Kind of Boats we ſhould have, now it 
will become particular, Tho ſhall be our G . 
whether of be Family of the Stuarts, or of the Fa- 


* 


mily of the Cromwells ? 
ba 


s the State of our Controverſy being, totally 


. changed, all "thoſe who were for a Commonwealth 


(6 they are à very great and conſiderable Party). 
ing their Hopes therein fruſtrated, will deſert 
vou; your Hands will be weakened, your Intereſt ' 


Araitened, and your Cauſe in apparent Danger to be 


rumed. 


_ * CromwetL. I confeſs you ſpeak Reaſon in this, 


but \what ather Thing can you propound that may 
obviate the preſent Dangers and Difficulties wherein 
we are all engaged? r 
WHITLOCKE. It will be the. greateft Difficulty to 
fand out ſuch an Expedient. I have had many Things 
in my private Thoughts upon this Buſmeſs, ſome if | 
which perbaps are net fit, or ſafe, for me ta commu- 


' nucate. 


: CROMWELL. I pray, my Lord, what are they ? N 
You may truſt me with them; there ſpall no Prejudice 
come to you by any private Diſcourſe betwixt us; [ 
ſhall never betray my Friend; you may be ds free with 
me as with-your own Heart, and ſhall never ſuffer. © 
by it. OH AWE * e ren 

WuITTOocRkE. { make no Scruple to put my Life 
and Fortune into your Excellency's Hand; and ſo I 
ſhall, if I impart theſe Fancies. to you, which Fu 
weak, and perhaps may prove offen/rve to yzourEx- + 
cellency; therefore my beſt Way will be to fuer, 


- them. WA. 


CrRomwtrL. Nay, A 4 White. 
locke, ler me know them; be they what 200% 0 
fa 8 * c 1 1 oy 
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they, cannot be eſtenſtve to me, but I ſball- take it 
kindly from geu Therefore, I prays. de not conceal 
tha e Thoughts of | yours. from your. faithful Friend. 
© WHITLOCK E«. Tour Excellency honours me with 


- 
= 


a Title far above me; and ſince yau-are. pleaſed. to 
command it, I ſhall. diſcaver to you my Thoughts. 


herein; and humbly deſire yau not to take in all Part 
what I ſhall: ſay to you. N 
K CroMweLL. Jndeed I. ball not; but 1 ſhall tale 


it, as 1 ſaid, very finaly from you. 


 WriTLOCKB», Give me Leave ther, firſt, to con 


ſider your Excel ency's Condition. You are inviron'd 
with ſecret Enemies: Upon. your ſubduing of the 
public Enemy, th 


X = ” 


tere f your Army account 


themſelves all Viftors, and to have had an equal | 


hare in the Conqueſt with you, 
De Succeſs which God hath given us hath not a 


little elated their Minds ; and many of them are buſy. 
d-of turbulent Spirits, and are not without their 


Deſigns, how they may diſmount your Excellency, and 


Same, of. themſelves get up into the Saddle; how they 


We yeu dawn, and ſet up themſelves. 


ey want not Counſel and Encouragement herein; 


ho may be. jealous of your Power and NN 


N 2 


| 4 nay, be from fone Members of the Parliament, 
fe 2 


left you. ſhould graw too high for them, and in Time 


over-maſter them; and they will plot to bring yon 
down firſt, or to clip your Wings. 
« CROMWELL, 1 thank you that you, ſo fully con- 


Ader my Condition ; it 15 4 Teſtimony of your Love. 


th, me, and Care of me, and you have rightly conſi- 


ered it; and I may ſay without Vanity, that in my 


Condition yours is involved and all our Friends; and 


= 


. thoſe that plot my Ruin will hardly bear your Conti- 


nuance 1 any Condition warthy of you. Beſides this, 


the Cauſe itſelf may poſſibly receive ſome Diſadvan- 
77 by the Strugglingt and Contentions among ur- 
e Des. But what, I, Are. your. Thoughts for Pre- 
vention of tbeſe Miſchiefs that hang... over our 


fe 


eadsf | N * 
Wurrrockx. Pardan me, Sir, in tha next Place, 


ene 


} 


Mun confider the Conditions] iK , 
| / | IT 88 


«& * 
= . 
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| Inn. e e ee de dee v. 


165%  Surceſs which Ge bath given le the Parliament, and 
Fe 12 the Ariiy under Yor — — a very 


OO  Iow' Condition Goth he ant all aboitt him canror but 
be very inolinsubte to heurben 7 N whereby 
their loft "Hopes may be reine 75 being Feſtored. 
to the Con, and they to heir tunes aud native 

Cauntry. „ I. 
: BY 2 private Treaty with bim you. may. ſecure. 
yourſelf, and your Friend and their Fortunes; you 
may make you ſelf and your Poſterity as great and 
permanent, to all: Human Frobability, as ever any 
Subject was, amd provide fur your Friends. You. 
may put ſileh Limits to-Monarobical Power, as. will 
ſecure our Spiritual and Civil Liberties, and 3 
may ſecure;the Cauſe in which we are all engaged; 
| and this muy be effe#ually done, by baving the Power. 
Mp of the Militie continued in yourſelf, and whom you 
"I full agree up After you. 
th. 2 . therefore, for your Excellency to fend 
5 to the King ef Scots, and to have a private Treaty 
with him for "this Purpoſe ; and 1 beſeech you- 1% 
| pardon what I bave ſaid upon the Occaſon. It is 
8 - ont of thy Affidtion and Service to your Excellency, 
= - and to all bone Hen; and 1 humbly pray. you not 
= to have any Fealouſy thereupon of my approved 
ben your Excellency and to this Common- 
wealth. ; "#1; 1 *Y 
 CRomweELL. I have not, I afſure vou, the leaſt. 
Diftruft of your Faithfulve/s dud Friendſbip to me, 
and to the Cauſe of this Commomwenalth; and I think. 
you have much Reaſon for what you-propound ;/-but 
it is a Matter of jo high [mportance' and. Difficulty, * 
CIS } that it deſerves more Time of Conjigderation and De- 
bate than is at preſent allowed us. We fhall there- 
fore take'a further Time to diſcourſe of it. 
_ © With this, adds our Memoriali, the General N 
brake off, and went to other Company, and ſo in- 
to Whitehall ſeeming, by his Countenance and 
Carriage, diſpleaſed with what had been ſaid ;- yet 
he never objected it againſt Mr. I bitlocte in any 
public Meeting afterwards; Only his Carriage = 


. 1 | 


— 
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wards him, from that Time, was altered, and-his later-egnum. 
adviſing with him not ſo frequent and intimate as 1552. 
before; and it was not long after that he found an 
Occaſion, by - an honourable Employmeht , to 
_ ſend him out of the Way, (as ſome of his neareſt 

Relations, particularly his Daughter Claypoole, 
confeſſed) that he might be no Obſtacle or Impe- 
diment to his ambitious Deſigns? | , 


But ts return : 
; December. The Naval War with the Datch ſtill 


| 7 with various Succeſs on both Sides, the The Parliament 


» * 


Detember. 


k | | | | make vaſt Pre- 
arliament here was much embarraſſed to raiſe arations r 


Money to carr | it on. The Council of State Was rying on the 
ordered by the Houſe to take into Conſideration in Purch War with 
what Manner Money might be had and raiſed for Bur | 
this preſent Service, with all poffible Expedition, 
out of any of the Treaſuries, or by any other Way 
they ſhould think fit, and report it to the Houſe. 
'The ſaid Council were alſo impowered to ſet forth 
fuch Ships for the preſent Service, is they ſhould 
think convenient and neceſſary; and the Act for 
imprefling Seamen was ordered to be revived and 
continued for one Year. All which ſhew how. 
much the Government was ſtraitened to carry on 
this expenſive War. ze | 
But what made this Matter appear ſtill plainer, 
was, that notwithſtanding the almoſt immenſe 

ms that were raiſed by the Sale of the Croun 

Lands, arid the Eſtates of thoſe who had followed 
the Fortune of it, they were neceſſitated to revive 
the AR for raiſing 140,000. per Menſim, by wy 
of Aﬀeſiment, for ſix Months, from the 25th Inſt: 
Eighty Thouſand Pounds a Month, of this Sum; 
was to go towards Payment of the Land-Forces.in 
Eugland, Scotland, and Ireland; ind the Reſidue of 
it for the Uſe of the Navy. The Proportions to be 
ſet-upon the Counties for raiſing this Tax, were to 
be Equal to the Rates formerly ſet if that Aſſeſſ- 
ment. Six Commiſſioners were named, two of 
VVoi. X. 4H tt 19 8. 
4% Embaſſy Into Sr. 
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eta two fie Council of State, and tw 
unhe Houſe, who, together with the three 
De SI Adee Blake, Deane, and Moncke, ſhould have 
the full Care, Inſpection, and directive Power, in 
Feng and furniſhing every Thing for the Naval 
Service. The Commitianers, of Exciſe were alſo. 
au rn to permit each County to take the Exciſe 
arm; but not to lett it to particular Perſons. 
The Treaty with the Deputies from Scotland 
ſil] went on; the Point they were now canvaſſing 
was the 1 of Members for Scotland. to 
ſit in the Engl; ih Parliament, and the Time of 
their Sitting; which was, at laſt, referred to the 
. OE Committee far the new. Repreſentative, to take the 
3 Number. af thoſe Members, into Conſideration, as 
- well as thoſe for, 19 which, was now alſo a 
conquered Coun an under the Dominion 
this Commo 1 1 
The reſt of the n in this Month are 
too ipcanſiderable for our Purpoſe; except we men · 
you that the Houſe gave Audience, in Form, to 
e foreign Ambaſſ adors from Spain and 1 
al, and Mo to an Envoy . from rance; 
132 th Court N proper to pay 7 
men nt to this new Commonwealth. But it is ob- 
rvable that the French Miniſter's Credentials, the 
Sieur De Bourdeaux, being addreſſed thus, A nos 
tres bert et Grands Amis, le Cent du Parlement 
Ie Republigue d Angleterre, the Houſe ordered 
ir Oliver. Flemyng, Maſter of the Ceremonies, to 
let 118 17 that the French King' s.Letter not be- 
ing Oy Ain the Style given. to the Parliament in 
all Agdre es from F orgign States and Princes, they 
Wd nat take any Notice thereof : This Reſolu- 
jon be ing communicated to, the Envoy, he thought 
proper to conform to the Oider of the Houſe, a 
aſter war ds ſent his Creden ials to the Speaker, ſu 
perleribed, u Parlement de la Republi que.d'Angle- 
terre. edc he was admitted to an Ad | 


in th uſual 2 
0 1 5 the, Parliament had forbid te 
ſervation of Chri/tmas for ſome Years paſt. -yet 


_ 


* 
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aboliſh that eftival: 3 order'd all the Mar- 
kets' and Shops don and WYefiminſter to be 
kept gfe on CH- Day, particularly thoſe in 

eflminfier- Hall; and that no Obſervation or So- 
lemnity ſhould" be uſed in any Churches on that 
Day. The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London 


and Middleſex; and the Juſtices of the Peace, were 


alſo required to ſee this Order ſtrictly obſerved. 


this Yeat they Were mote than ordinarily careful to Inter-rignuith, 


1652. 
— — 
Januar. 


January. The Houſe began this Month. with And edi hi 
a_ very conſiderable Reduction of their Land- Number of Land 
Forces, ſo as to leſſen their Pay from the Monthly Forces. 


Sum of 80,0001. to 0, oo0J. a Month. This was 
done by Advice of the General and Officers of the 
Army with the Council of State; who had Power 
iven them 'to make what other Alterations and 
ariations in the Army they ſhould think fit, 


> Fan. 4. A long Day in the Houſe: It was ſpent 
in nnd. irons Orders tor planting of Ireland 


with Colonies from this Nation; and great Advan- 


tages were offered to thoſe Perſons, or Families, 

that would go over and ſettle there; all which is 
inſerted at large, in the Proceedings of this Day, in 
the Journal.. "WS by | 


Jan. 5. $ many foreign, Ambaſſadors and En- 


voys from Popiſh Princes were now in Town, that 


the State began to be jealous of their Followets; 
Report was made from the Council, That great 


ihonour of God, and Sca | 
ment. The Houſe; on this, order d, That it ſhould 
be ſignified to th foreign Miniſters to'prohibit ſuch 
a —— to their Houſes; and — a 1 100. 
e paid upon the Conviction of every Englih Sub- 

| that pals _ 4 this Particular, A Pro- 
clamation was alſo i ue comm adi wits 
n 3/40 — 2. -H ig 1 ** ng The 
r 6 


\ 
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| Tater-regnums. on me 9 i ne 8 


. . GY PRONE ar ih Moni ao 200 22559 
— Far hee 
EIT 1090 ſting jation Day, Wbich was _ 


the. ace .no.leſs than fou, Miniſters/beiog 
appointed to e before tham. The 
Occaſion of this F 2 ſeek, unto Alwighty 
' God for a Bleding, upon the Councils of this Com- 
Is Long dari We and 


1 
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. . e As, che laſt Month ended with a 
of particuſar Humiliation, by. the Houſe itſelf, 
| this begins with an Order for a General Faſt 10 be 
&riftly kept, on the third of March next, through- 

the whole Nation; But, before that Time, the 

ouſe had hy harry . Faſting into 
hanging; For, 9373 BYE 8 P00” C3 egg 1 


Needs | March. 1 The rr 3 the three 
| et, addreſs'd to the Speaker, 
was, Joel: e It. is mentioned.in the 
Journals, though not. entered there; gad we 
i from the orginal Edition, e by, 2 


10 of the Council of FX 701 791 * 21147 F 
Aboard the Trium ph, Feb: 27 11 
s$ * . OY ** in Stoke . | 


A great Victory N whe 18 \ Inflant in the 
— 2 73 1 5 rhe Glens ae 1 255 707 


Engagement of teins deſcr 
three Days, rning; © — A = pe th —2 
Ba. f 14 e um 
at 80, ZE W and * me. 200 er- 
eague — to. Vind 
— of me 


: 
+ Þ® 
- 
2 


* and About 20.more, being neareſt 
11 Aae 5 BE 
et; a 55 185 able Ne a bare reve 
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enim wich our mein Body, 6rily with 2 few. Fri- Iater-regnum, 


gates, our beſt Sajlers, which 1.3 not been likely 


to have done v wee much upon them; but the faid 
Admiral, fo On as he had diſcovered us, pit all 


his Metrehantmen to Windward, and ordered 


them to ſtuy there (as ſome that we have taken 
have ſince inform'd us) and himſelf, with his Body 
© of Men of War, drew don upon us that were 
the weathermoſt Ships, where we were, in a ſhorr 
Time, engaged; and, by reaſon the greateſt Part 
© of our Ships were to Leeward, and much a- ſtern, 
« thoſe chat were weathermoſt had a very ſharp 
Conflict of it that whole Day, till about Four 
Clock in the Aſternoon; by which Time 
comſiderable Number of our Ships and Frigat 
nad got ſo far a- head, that, by tacking, they _ 
«weather the ereateſt Part of the Dutch Fleet; 
© which ſo ſoon as the Dutch Admiral perceived, 
© he tack'd likewiſe, and thoſe with him, and left 
us.“ We ſpent the Remainder of that Day and 
Night to man ourſelves out of the weaker Ships, 


ben which we were not in a Capa 
© move in the Sea. We took and gel in 

this Day, ſeven or eight Men of War. 

- * They had Poſſeſſion of Capt. Barker in hs 

22 apt. Bourne in the x Mice the Oak, 
ſome other Ships; but, bleſſed be Gad, we 


— poſſeſſed them aga 32 Lots of ome in 


— The Part of our Ships 
Veontinued fighting til ehe arated, being en- 
. ed within two Hours as ſoon as we. We loſt 


Sttrpſo,' whertof Capt. Biittin was Com- 


< rmatider; which' was ſo much torn" and*unſervice- 


„able, the Captain and many Men wounded and 


ain that we took out the Men that were left, 
© and let her ſink into the Seu. At Night the 
Dutebh Fleet and we kept as near one another as 


we cbuld conveniently without mixing, of 59 


our Lig Ws” abroad all Ni 

Weſter! and lite ind, wo 

up oy z their Merchant- 
* men 


4 un havin 
. 


to repair our Rigging, Maſts, and Sails, 


16535 
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ea, men . bead. and Meg vf War in the Rear; we 
Re 1632, were in the Morning ſome: three or four Leagues 
Comme 9 to the Southward of the Ifle of N. N 
Mach. On the 19th, us ſoon ts it was we made 
„what Sail we Se aftef them, but, deing calm, 
could not get up untill Noon, and our main Body 
not untill Two of the Clock; by which Time 
we drew very near each other, and had warm 
is + Werk while Night parted us. We:took and de- 
ſtroyed this Day "4.08 five Sail of Men of War. 
: « The Dutch Fleet ſteered up the Channel with 
WT their Lights abroad; we followed, the Wind at 
W. N. W. a fine little Gale all Nigbt. 
On the aoth, about Nine in che Morning, wefell 
+ cloſe in with them, with ſome five great Ships, and 
v all the Frigates of Strength, though very many 
v others could not come up that Day; and ſeeing 
« their Men of War ſomewhat — we ſent 
+ ſmaller Frigates and Ships of leſs Force, that 
could get up amongſt the Merchantmen, which 
+ put' their whole Body to a very great Trouble, ſo 
hat many of them, and their Men of War, 
to break off from their main Body; 2 
the Evening we preſſed ſo hard up _ 
they turn d their Merchantmen out o 
< upon us (as is conceived) for A Bait; 
« ſtrict Order, that none of our Ships —_—_ 
8 up to their Men of War, and had F6 infer 
< meddle with 8 but lev them 
to the Rear. We continued fill fighting with 
| them untill che Duſt of the Evening, by whichr 
3 © Time we pyere ſome three Leagues and a half off f 
—_ «* Blihneſs, in France, the Wind at North-Weſt, 
| « we Reerin directly for the Point of Land, ha- 
C ving the Wind of the Dutch Fleet; fo that if it 
< had pleaſed the Lord in bis wiſe Providence, who 
« fets Bounds to the Sea, and over-rules: the Ways 
| Land Actions of Men, that it had been "but 
* three Hours Jonger to Night, we had probably 
made an Interpoſition between them and home; 
+ whereby they might have beet obligetU*t6 ve 
W their * * us with their ov of 
War 


ee 
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- War, which at With ime were not above 
* we could count, the reſt beihg,.deſtroye — 
< diſperſed... The Meh A alſo- mult haye 
been. neceſſitated to haye run a- ſhore, or fallen 
< into, our; Hands; which, as we coneeives. the 
$ Dutch, Admiral being ſenſible of, juſt as it Was 
dark, (bore directly in upon the Shote, where it 
dis ſuppoſed he anchored, the Lide of Ebh heing 
< then come, which Was a L.eewardly Tide. We 
* conſulted with our Plats, and Men knowing thoſe 
+.Coalts, what it was poſſible for the Enemy to do; 
* whoſe-Qpinions were, That he could not Wes- 
ther the Hyrenab Shore, as the Tide and the Wind 
© then was, to get home, and that we mult like 
+ wile anchor, or we could not be able to carry it 
about the Flats of the Same; whereupun we an- 
chored, | Blackneſs dan N. E. and by E, three 
Leagues from us. | 
This Night beingvety datk, and blowing hag, 
6 the Dutch got away ſrom us; ſo that in the Morn: 
ing of. the 21ſt we could. not dilcoyer, onel Ship 


ho 


e © Mare, than our own, which were. betwixt forty 
fifty, the Ny ve: hn ng ed and as many 
in all. We ſpent all this 


5 Nite — * << 5 e twelye o Clock, in fitting 

of bur Shire, Viale, And Balls, ſor we were not 
capable to ſtir till they were repaired, ;; at which 
Time, being a windward Tide and the Dutch 
Fleet ne, we weighed and ſtood over ta the 
. Shore, ' fearing: -t0-ſtay langes upon the 
Coaſt, being a Lee Shore. 

On the 22d, in the Morning, we were. fair, by 
ethe lle Might, being the Place hereunto we 
then t fit to repair fat Accommodation ; 
„but the Wind blew ſo hard Norman wo. 
e- bt Day rs of | 
iD . we. weig ; and. got gear F. Hi 
lens „ and ſent dor all, dhe Captains on 
board to underſtand the State of the Fleet, but 
it blowing hard, we were not able to accompliſh 
„ wnly. we comminded:all as eder al were. 
„: o, n: 26. Oe dit 
09 ; 
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2 difabled to turn into beate Barf and the.reſt ro- 
: 1950 ©. maitied about us. 152 onen 
ebe agth we denten ll che Guptehm bn bdard 
5 of this Ship; and ordered out td Squadron, one 
to ply tothe Eaftward, the other td the Weſt- 
5 kit of the Ile of Migbte The e ere 

e ſailed As th preſent - Es An 15! 12% 31 
Alt hat down ſo hard, we! have. ſcarce. been 
able to ſend our Boats one from another: or dun 

1 Thing till this Day that we got up to this Place. 
Phus you fes how it hath ꝓleaſed the Lord to 
« deal. with us, poor unworthy Inflrumems, em- 

ployed in this late Pranſaction, wherein he hath 
< delivered into our Hands ſome ſeventeen or eigh- 

4 nw of their Ships of War, which haue deen 
your Fleet — the Loſs of any one Ship, 
| 25 the Sampſon) taken and deſtroyed q beſi es 
! Merchantmen, whoſe Number we know not 
ä | y. being ſcatteredito ſeveral Ports. 
We have many Men dang divers 
1 bothf Honey and Worth ain un: 


Y 910% es h 2s. Rovenr Ban, 
1-08 HA" LAG bers, Rich ARD Dean 
Gn eee 12 4 Groko# MOWents. 
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I 5. 8.96 Several, ok; the Dutth 3 
Fin en one erke any len at all her. 


Mad au 1 
For which the In Mueoce of n ene viggory over. the 
Parliament order Dutahy the Houſe ordered: that Thanks be gwen 
5 Thankivi"3to Almighiß God, the nent Lord's Days through+. 
Nr the whole ON 3 and Heftmin/ter. The — f 
Conmgovealth.gU@WineRed'ro pen a Letter of Co ulation/to 
each df te three Admirals, taking .ob the 
Parliatnent's Reſentment of their great and faithful 
Setvices in the late Engagement, with Thanks:to 
them and the ſeveral Commanders under them: 
Anda Collection was ordeted to be made in 
the Houle, de eee eee 
Aftion.:; hq ned tent „ ide gb dads * 
 {$60n alter 3 _ public Thankſgwing (was 
7ppointed for this Victory, to be kept on the — 


/ 
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of April, 16 505, and ubſerued throughout the whole 8 


Commonwealth. =— O WOGE DUM | 
The Dutch were ſo exaſperated fortheir-il:Suc- — 
ceſs in the late Battle againſt the Engliſb Nation; | 
and their Enmity, fays  Eudiow, grew. to ſuch a 
Height, chat, to render them odious, and encou- 
rage their own Subjects to come in and fight againſt 
them, they cauſed the Execution of the lte Ki | 
to beirepreſented publickly on 2 Stage, in a mo 
Manner. But, howeter that was, it is 
cettain that the Engliſh Fleet were: generally too 
hard for the Dutch; and, excepting ſome Prejudice 
the former received from the Gb in two Encoun - 
ters in the Levant Seas, about this Time, oy deat 
them where-ever 2 n in 
ines vo! 4 Tu ; 
e 2. The Houle having 9 he De- Further Proceed. 
bate upon the Amendments to the Act for appoint- ings on the Bill 
ing a certain Time for the Diſſolution of this pre- for Aioving the 
ſent Parliament, and for calling and ſettling of fu- © 
ture and ſucceſſiue Parliaments, they reſolved, 
That 30 Members from Scotland, and no more, de 
owed to fit. in the Engliſh Parliament, with the 
ame Number from re The Number pro- 
you to repreſent the former was 33z and the lat- 
ter 37; and this Motion was SIT by a Ma- 


jotity of only: a6 againſt 26. 
* March 9. The Debate on theſs Autendaents 
was agaim.renewed'; when the Houſe - to 


name the Number of Repreſentatives each 
_ - and City were to ſend to Parliament; for many of 
the Boroughs were to be laid aſide, r reduced 
in the Number they uſed to return. They conti- 
nued to go on with this Bill — — 
made many Regulations An. Alterations therein, 
vice. verſa, without going through one third Part of : 
the Nation: But as this whole Model was purſued 
und compleated in the Election of Cromtoeill's ſe- 
cond Parliament, we ſhall therefore poſtpone a De- — 
ſeription of it till we come to that Period, whithis 
2 no great Diſtance from us. 


122 Ty Narliamentury His rox 
lun ur. A Committee of Parliament had Jong been ſit- 
ding on what was called receiving Propoſals ſor the 
De Propagation:of the Goſpel : And having collected 
* a Number, they laid them before the Houſe this 
Month z. the Particulars 1 e are too curious 
Fee 89 . 1 n % A ig 191 
-* The 14 4 (pf „ of it 1 4s T2044 
Propoſals for 2 23.6 That Perſons of Godlinefs ood Gitta, of 
3 of the Univerſitses, and others, though not ordained, 
2d may be admitted to preach the Goſpel, and receive 
the Err ee ne en 
0 ok * Tat no Perſon hall deafmitied to Trial 
and Approbation, unleſs he bring a Teſtimonial of 
his Piety and Soundneſs in the Faith, under the 
Hands of ſix godly Miniſters and Chriſtians, ga- 
drr d thered . for that End and Purpoſe, unto 
Kü whom he ig pevſonally knownz of which Number, 
to at che leaſt to be Mimiſtecrs. 
3. That a certain Number of Perſons; Miai- 
ſters, and others, of Eminency. and known Ability 
and: Godlineſa, be appointed to ſit in every — 
to examine, judge, and approve all ſuch P Porions, 
2 being dcalſed to preach the Goſpel, have recei+ 
imonials as above; and Inn ah there ſhall 
a — found. a competent Number of ſ e eee 
in the ſame County, chat others, of one Wang 
Neighbour Counties, be joined to them. 
4. That Care eee ab Re- 
ſadue of Miniſters, who are ignorant, ſcandalous, 
Non - Reſidents; or Diſturbets of the Public Peace; 
_ and likewiſe ot all Schoolmaſters, who ſhall: be 
found popiſh, ſcandalous, or di ſaffected to the Go 
vernment of this Commonwealt tn 
5. That, to this Ead, à Number of Perſons, 
Ministers, And others, o eminent Piety, Teal 
F aithfulneſs, Ability, and Prudence, be 
by Authority-of Parliament, ws — the Na- 
tion, to inquixe after, examine, ju 2 
all ſuch Perſogs as ſhall be Gued, unn ſor the 
niſtry, or anden tuch een are 
| | | * gore It fy mw 3 2 
E That 
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6. That, for the expeditng chie Work, theſe Intertjegnum 
Perſons may be aſſtgned in ſeveral Companies; ot 4553. 
Committees; to the ſix Cireuits of the Nation to r 
reſide in each of the Counties, for ſuch à conve- 
nient Space of Fime as nan de requiſite, u 
the Work be done; calling to their Affiſtance, 
in their reſpective Circuits, ſuch godly and able 
Perfons, Miniſters and others, in each . 
Counties where they thall then — 
them in this Work, as they ſhall think f | 
theſe Perſons, ſd ſent and —— ivy 
impowered, before they ſhall depart büt f 17 0 
County, to return, and to repreſent, to the Pars 
liament, the Names of fit and ſufficient Perſons, 
Miniſters, and others, to be appointed (= $a —— 
of ſuch as ſhall be called to * oſpel In - 
fuch Counties; and that, in the mean Time, 
Perſons ſo commiſfionated as aforeſaid ſhall h. 
Power, while they reſide in each County, to e 
ont judge, and approve of ſuch Perſons, as, ha- 
8 pr ben to preach the Goſpel in ſuch 
hall, upon ſuch Teſtimonial as "aforeſaid, 
ſelves to ſuch Examinationn: 
7. That it be propoſed that che Parliament be 
pleaſed to take ſome ſpeedy and effeQual Courſe, 
either by impowering the Perforie in we feveral 
Counties, to be appointed for Trial and Approba- 
tion of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be called to preach the 
Goſpel there, or in ſuch other Way as they ſhalt 
think fit, for the uniting and dividing of Pariſhes 
in the ſeveral Counties and Cities within this Com- 
monwealth, in reference to the preachi — the Go” 
ſpel there, ſavins the Civil Rights bn "rivileges 
of each Pariſh. 85 5 
8. That the Minifters, i ben fon and eſta- 
blifhed, be injoined'and required to attend the ſo- 
lemn Worſhip of God, in Prayer; Reading, and 
. —— the Word. Catechiſing, e expoundiug the 
iptures; and, as Occafion hall reqwure, viſiting 
che Sick, and inſtructing from Houſe te Hbuſe; 
feſidinig amongft ys rg anc 0 Moch how Bros ſet, 


* 


I 
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\ Inter-regoum. and uſigg allGare and Diligenoe, by all Ways and 
= 0;W1nSavuls-uata in ico nods mt 


Mg * 


9-1 hat, as it lis daſirod that no Perſona be re- 
quired, de reg ver the Sacraments further thanitheir 
Light ſhall lead them unte, fo no P erſun ſent forth. 

to. preach and already placed, lor ich ſhall be 

Sp any-Pariſh within this Nation, be com- 
len to admigiſter the. Sa eraments to any but ſuch 

e Thar oh 

A. bat a L may i D t 
N Parlors whatlgeyer, within this Nation, be requir d 
ee public Preaching of the Goſpel, 
and other religious Exerciſes there every Lord's 
Day, in Places commonly = uſually 
Called. Churches, except ſuch Perſons as, through 

. Semple of Conſcience, do abſtain from thoſe Ab- 

ſemblies;. Provided that this Liberty be not under - 

ſtogd to exempt. Perſons profanely, or otherwiſe 
nnen Exer - 
+031) geen tom n: denim of 
97 1. That whereas ivers Perſons are not ſatiſ- 
aeg to come. to the public Places of hearing the 

Word, upon chis, Accounts, That thoſe Places 

were dedicated and conſecrated, the Parliament 

will be pleaſed) to declare, That fuch Places aůre 
oy Jie of, and continued, only for; the better 
pub 


Conveniency of Perſons meeting atagether for tho 
ic Worſhip of God, and gigen na other Con- 
ſideration. üer eum mat 4d eng et 
nd Way of Worſhip owned: by the gᷓtate, or on 
ſenting thereunto, and yet not having the Advan- 
tage or Opportunity of ſome of the public Meet- 
ing · Places, commonly called Churches, be requi- 


to meet (if they have any conſtant Meeting) in 


— laces publickly knomn, and to give Netios untb 

' 10 1-208 Magistrate trate of ſuch their Place of ordinary 
a 1 C . , : ——_— " „ 
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* 1 
; _ * hat. this, Honourable Committae be de- 
ſired go proggſe do the Patlia ment, That ſuch vn 

| ky gt Oe a: Principles of 
Hriſtian Religion, without the Acknowledgment 
52 N * | whereof 
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whereof the do Clear . m 
firm that Salvation is not to be — —— 
formerly complainecd of by the Minis) mn ay hot r 
be ſuſtered to preach or promulgate 07 Fh ing in | 
Oppoſition unto ſuch: — 8 
And further, That the Parliament be — 
deſired to take ſome ſpeedy and effectual Courſe for 
the utter ſuppreſſing of that abOminadle Cheat of 
Judicial Aſtrology i whereby the Minds of Multi- 
tudes are corrupted, and turned afidey' om De- 
ene y upon the Providenee of God, t6 put their 
L Les of Men, and Deluſions 6 Sa- 


199 Mat, 2101943, ein 13030 UNk 
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The Dikquiſaivs of all theſe- ede (which 
were recommended to the Conſideration of” = 
N ſeveral Officers' of the Army, 9 
Miniſters, whoſe Names are entered in the 
nals) had afforded ſeveral] Months E for 
the Committee: And upon the Report thereof to 
the Houſe they reſolved. Phat che Magiſtrate. 
hath Power, in Matters of Religich, for the Pro- 


. of the Golped. They altered the firſt 


thus, 974 1 136 II 
. 1 Refobved, | % That Perſons: of:  Godlineſs and 
Gifts, of the-Univerſities, and others, though not 
ordained, that ſnall be approved, ſhall receive the 
ö Maintenance ſor preaching the Goſpel. 
to the Second and Third, leaving 
in the latter: But made no 
— tor Progrels in the? in theſe Propoſals, occafioned, we 
ſuppoſe; by the ſudden Diſſolution of the Gy 
ene; Inq 110 n * Qravhoqyy? 0, 
UB! 26g S120utH/ 311k cat 
—— the Parkianiect had ae * of 
That Heary Stuart, commonly calbd Duke of 
Glouceſter, Som of We late King, ſhoul . 
be releaſed from Nr ee 4 in the Ille 
Wighty)and:ſentito/D 17th of f Ys 
Month they record ˙ of i being rived 
Breda, where he was moſt uffectio ke 


_ his Siſter dhe Princeſs Royal, e 
3 ange. 


e 8 were! Reader jddy reldpinbar Sir Thomas: 

bo 3 . Un 's Propofal; at the Conference held in 
Abend. 1651, e this young Prince; 

E e v Web induced Cromwell to 2 him 

ſent 07590 dy weich Means there was left one 
Obſitatke des in the Way by ths Ambition. 
, iN The Dotth ha dee 1 deuhb's in thelt 
: + gg laſt Naval En rin be heath to lower their 


Top- fails, ue ſor Peace. To that End we 
are told, by the "Fournals, that Mynheer Pawe's. 
private Secretary was ſent. over with à Letter 
from the Sede 8 of Holland and- VH Frizeland to 
the Parliament; on which Occaſion the Houſe or- 
dered'the Counel of State to prepare an Anſwer 
thereto, | and à Letter addreſs'd to the States Gem 
ral, both in Latin, for the Parliament's Approba- 
tion; which was done accordingly, and ſent away 
by a ſpecial Meflenger : But theſe Letters import- 
ed no more than a general Intimation of the Par- 
liament's Lend tio to n 2 oper 
þ 

| # gmt 


We Wall as ahi Proceedings of this Year 


with an Account of ſuch Acts paſſed worth our No- 


tice,” of which no Mention has been made under 
their reſpective Series. — were itheſe © 
An Act For probibiting ee ee 
h 


Adds paſſed in England: The — ſets forth, 


the Year 1652, 


/ 


Quantities of Tobacco being planted in ſeveral 
_ of 3 0 K tended to the of — 
Mage, the Prejudice of the Englih 
e and of the Commerce and Navigution 
of the Commonwealth: Therefore it was enacted, 
That no Perſon ſhould, after the 1ſt of May, 1652, 
plant or cure any Tobacco in any Ground whatſo- 
ever in this Nation, on Forfeiture of 20 f. for eve 
Pole or Rod of Ground ſo employed; òne Moi 
thereof to the Uſe of the Commeriwealth, and the 
other to the Diſcoverer or Proſecutor; and chat it 
old be lawful for any Ferſon co grub up and de- 
br e e * * 
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An AR For the ettling of Ireland: The Purport toter-regnum.” 
of which was, That the Parliament having how 165 . 
totally reduced that ee their £6, had = 
no Intention to A We thereof ; ws, But 
15 Mercy a nd Pardon, Lbs as to Life and. E Mate, 
ſhould be extended to them, under certain Reftric- 
tions and Qualifications laid down in the Ac, ex 
cept ſuch as had been any ways concerned in the 
Maſfacres and Murders in the Rebellion of 1641, 
all; Ramiſb Prieſts or Zeſwits, alſo Fame Earl of 
Ormond, and many other Perſons of Quality,whoſe 
Names are particularized; and all ſych who 
not, within 28 Days after the Publication of the 
Act by the, Parliament's Commiſſioners, or their 
Commander in Chief, in Ireland, lay down their 
Arms. Others were to forfeit two Thirds of their 
Eſtates, and be haniſhed; the remaining Third to 
be paid to their Wiyes and Children — ut as we 
have already given the Parliament's Inſtructions to 
their Commiliioners, for the Settlement of Ireland, 
a farther Abſttact of this Act. is unneceſſary. 
An Act For requiring all Samen to return home 
from the Service of Foreign States, and not to ſerve 
ebrgad out. Licenſe ;  Heteby..it was enacted, * 
That all Shipwrjghts and Mariners ſhould return 
home from France and Holland within ten Weeks, 
from the JYe/t- Indies in one Year,. and the £a/t- 
Indies in two, upon Pain of Death: But Impeach- 
ments for any Offence Suu this Act were to be 
rroſecuted within one Year after the Offender's 
eturn;. and his Oath, in his own Excuſe, to be 
admitted: And all Shipwrights and Mariners, ta- 
ken in Service againſt the Commonwealth, to be 
liable to the ſevereſt Penalties of the Law. | 
An Act For ſuppreſſing unlicenſed and e 
Bias: By this. AQ chat of the 20th of September, 
1649 , Fer regulating of Printing was revived; 
and the Council of State was impomet d to continue, 
or ſuppteſo, what, Printing: Houſes they. thought 
proper, and to appoint hat Number of Appren- 
dude and Freſſes each Mer ene keep: 


6 7 . i; 
„See ——— Volume, p. 170. 
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That none ſhould exerciſe the Myſtery of Printig, 
but ſuch as were licenſed by the Parliament or 
Couneil of State, or claimed a Privilege thereto by 
Patrimonial Right, or ſerving an Apprenticeſhip of 
ſevenYears, and exerciſed the ſame in their reſpec- 
tive Dwelling-Houſes, and not elſewhere, under 
the Penalty of 40 /. for every Month, and fo pro- 
portionably for any ſhorter or longer Time : That 
no Importer of Books ſhould open the ſame, but 
in the Preſence of the Maſter and Wardens of the 


Stationers Company, or whom they ſhould appoint, 


under the Penalty of 5/. for every Offence; and 


all Books ſeized to be brought to Stationers Hall: 
That all Forfeitures might be ſued for in any Court 
of Record, and if recovered- by the Proſecution of 
the ſaid Company of Stationers, one Moiety there- 
of, after deducting Charges of Recovery, to be 
applied to the Relief of their Poor; but if by the 
Proſecution of any other Perſon, one Moiety to go 
to his own Uſe; and the other Moiety, in both 
Caſes, to be forfeited to the Commonwealth: That 
the Council of State ſhould have the like Power as 
contained in the former Act; and that the Agent 
for the Army (inſtead of the Secretary as formerly) 
ſhould have Power to licenſe ſuch Intelligence as 


concern'd the Affairs of the Army only. And it 


was provided that no Clauſe, in this or the former 
Act, ſhould extend to the Infringement of the juſt 
Rights and Privileges of the Printers of either Uni- 


ver ſity. "4 | 
1653. 

- April. This long-lived Parliament was now 
drawing very near its End, which was ſo ſudden 
and unexpected, that few of its Members were the 
leaſt aware of it. The Houſe had paſs'd an Act 
For appointing Commiſſioners for Probate of Wills, 
and granting Adminiſtrations throughout England 
and Wales: The Profits ariſing whereby, after 
Deduction of Officers Salaries, to be applied to the 
Uſe of the Navy; and were going on with the Elec- 


ton Bill, and fome others of leſs 1 
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7 on the _1gth:of this Month, after Deba 
fr hog he Claims EE 0 b for 
7700 bind, on a Warm the Printed. ournals break, <n 
0 without ad; Notes taken of the Occaſion; 
nlp e by by the P ubliſher of them in a mar- 
oi ote, T hat there did an Entry follow; ; but. 
againſt it was written, in the Margin of the Ori-. 
ginal, This Entry was \ xpunced, hy Order of” Par- 
lament, January 7, 1059. — in looking ſorwards 
into the Fournal of that Day, we meet with the 
following Paſlage ; * Whereas this Houſe do find. 


=o 


an Entry in n of the 20th of April, uh . 


1653. in theſe 
Lt 
done without 
doth declare the ſame to be à F orgery' | 
order Mr, Scobell to be ſent for to the Bar to 
anſwer it. Mr. Scebell ſoon after appearing 
co the Fly in the Journal was ſhewn him, 
d Who made it? He acknow- 
14 Tri 17 i was his own Hand-Writing, and 
that he did it without the Direction ofzan Perſon. 
whatever, "The Houſe then ordered the to 
be ex punged out of the Journal, and Were it to 
Ca to conſidet᷑ whether the then late Act 
of Indemnity extended to pardon that Offence, and 
report their Opinion of it to the Houſe. 

This is all we can pick out of the Journals, re- 
lating to this moſt remarkable Tranſaction; but 
ſince I he Reader's Curioſity may require a more 4 
explicit Account of it, we ſhall Tp a Narrative 
of the Manner of this Parliament's being diſmiſſed, 
from a Diary * of equal Authority, in our Opinion, 
to that of N themſelves; being publiſh' od | 
at the 10 ime of Action, and Mens by 
Mr. Scobe Clerk of the Houſe. It rums thus: :, | 


The Officers of the Army have, ar deen 
Weeks paſt, or more, uſed all poffible Means to 
uy ined the N to have 1 —. 5 

0 8.36 OT ,4% 10 ++ | 
2e Teens he ne 
A 105g. Printed for Hs, He, Ro, 1460 * 


ords, This Day his Excellency the comes to the Par- 
General diſfved this Parliament; which was liament-Houſe, 


d turns the 
ſent of Parliament; this 47 1712 — — 
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Inter-regnum. Things as might be ſor the common Good, and 
4653. - propoſed the Particulars to them; then many en- 
Ny" wg deavoured to preſent Petitions. from ſeveral Parts 
* of the Nation to the Officers, but they reſuſed to 
meddle, leaving it to the Parliament, deſiring that 
all might be acted by them, The Officers uſed 
all private Means to perſuade them, as they had 
; Occaſion from Lime to Time, telling them, How 
8 the Country- People did expe it; and, aſter all 
8 that, ſent a Letter, and had Meetings with divers 
whom they looked upon as moſt ready to promote. 
the public Good; and at one Time met with al- 
nat thiny, and endeavoured to engage them to 
act therein; giving them Reaſons for the paiing 
. of. thoſe Things whichthey propoſed, for the ge- 
* neral Good of the People: But the Members oy 
| ; * © anſwered, That when they were in Parliament i!cy 
dad Liberty of their Teas and their Naer. 
Fhe Night before this Diſmiſſion, there 
: Mere near twenty Members of Parliament with te 
| General, to whom the Danger of the Act, for. 
. - calling a new Repreſentative, was declared, as the 
Houſe was about to pals it; it giving ſo much Li- 
berty, that many diſaſfected Perſons might be 
choſen; and by the ſaid Act e 
bers were to ſit and to be made up by others choſen, 
and by themſelves approved of: Hereupon they en- 
ed not to meddle with it this Day; and when 
Jor-General Harriſon ſaw, this Morning, that 
they fell upon it, he moſt ſweetly and humbly de- 
EF fired. them to lay ĩt aſide, ſhewing them the Dan- | 
3 ger of. it: But they going on, the Lord-General's 
8 xcellency required them to depart the Houſe: 
and Lieutenant - Colonel Worſley, with fome Sol- 
diers, came in and ordered the Houſe to be elear- 


ed 3 took the Mace away, and cauſed the Houſe 
to be locked up. 


# | be next Day there was a Paper, by ſomebody, | 
255 PpPaoſted upon the Parliament · Houſe Door, chus: 
This Houſe's te be Lett, now unfurniſhed. 
Upon which the Author of the Narrative makes 


7 5 12898 < U 
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this Remark, * That thoſe who abuſe the Godly of ater-regnum, 


the late Members of Parliament, without a Cauſe, 
will-not be approved therein; ſome being fuch for 


Piety and Worth, as probably may be Govertiors 


of the Nation again.“ 


To this Narrative may be wer properly. ſub- 
joined what the Contemporary Writers have left 
us concerning this Affair: why th 


And firſt Mr. 1/hitlecke, who being a very ac- 


tive Member of this Parliament, was probably an 
Eye-Witneſs of its Diſſolution. This Gentleman 
„ tO RN 45-4 as 
On the 19th of April there having been a great 
Meeting at Cromtoell's Lodgings at hall, of 
Parliament Men, and ſeveral Officers of the Army, 
ſent to by Cromwell to be there; and a large Diſ- 
courſe and Debate having been amongſt them 
touching ſome Expedient to be found out, for the 
_ preſent carrying on of the Government of the 
Commonwealth, and putting a Period to this pre- 
ſent Parliament, it was offered by divers, as a moſt 
dangerous Thing to diſſolve the preſent Parliament, 


1653. 
April. 


and to ſet up oy Ep Government; and that it.. 


would neither be warrantable in Conſcience or 
Wiſdom fo to do; yet none of them expreſs 


themſelves fo freely to that Purpoſe as Sir Thomas 


Widdrington and Whitlockt then did. | 

© Of the other Opinion, as to g a Period 
_ forthwith to this Parliament, St. John was one of 
the chief, and many more with him, and generally 
all the Officers of the Army; who ſtuck cloſe in 
this likewiſe to their General ede, 

And the better to make Way for themſelves 
and their ambitious Deſign of advancing them to 
the Civil Government, as well as they were in the 


Military Power, they and their Party declared their 
25 1 wo fame ſhould 
be done one Way or other, and the Members of 


Opinions, That it was nece 
Parliament not permitted to prolong their own 
P AS : * > Apt ©, Gs fs 


| | I 2 | Cab 
x Memorials, p. 329. 


- 


132 The Porliamentary Hisrogy 


Inter-regnum. + At which Expreſſion Cromwell ſeem'd to re- 
653. prove ſome of them; and this Conference laſted 
Apr. till late at Night, when Widdrington and Whitlocae 
. went home weary, and troubled to ſee the Indiſ- 
. cretion and Ingratitude of thoſe Men, and the Yay | 
they deſign'd to ruin themſelves ; therefore theſe 
came early again the next Morning, according to 
Appointment, to Cromwe/Ps Lodging, where there 
were but a few Parliament Men, and a few Offi 

cers of the Army, _ | | & 
A Point was again ſtirred, which had been de- 
bated the, Night before, Whether 40 Perſons, oc 
© about that Number of Parliament Men and Of- 
« ficers of the Army, ſhould be nominated by. the 
4 Parliament, and impowered for the managing 
X « the Affairs of the Commonwealth, till a new Par- 
< liament ſhould meet, and ſo the preſent Parlia- 
ment to be forthwith diſſolv'd.” Sh Yah: 
© Whitlocke was againſt this Propoſal, and the 

more, fearing leſt he mc be one of theſe forty ; 
Who, he thought; would be in a deſperate Condition 
after the Parliament ſhould be diflolved : But others 
were very ambitious.to. be of this Number and 
Council, and to be inveſted. with this exorbitant 
Power in them. Yo 
Cromtuell being inform'd, during this Debate, 
that the Parliament was fitting, and that it was 
hop'd they would put a Period to themſelves ; 
which would. be the moſt honourable Diſſolution 
for them: Hereupon he broke off the Meeting, 
and the Members of Parliament with him left him 
at his Lodging, went to the Houſe, and found 
them in Debate of an AR, the which would occa- 

' fion other Meetings of them again, and prolong 

their Sitting. | | 2 FTIR 
Thereupon Col. Ingoldſby went back to Crom- 

well, and told him what the Houſe were doing; 
who was ſo enraged thereat, expecting they ſhould 

have medled with no other Buſineſs but putting a 

Period to their own Sitting without more Delay, 

that he preſently commanded ſome of the Officers 

"  _ _, of the Army to fetch a Party of Soldiers, _ 
| | Rn . waom 
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whom he marched to the Houſe, and led a File of Inter-regnum. 


Muſketeers in with him; the reſt he placed at the 
Door of the Houſe, and in the Lobby before it. 

© In this Manner entering the Houſe, he, in a 
furious Manner, bid the Speaker leave his Chair; 
told the Houſe © That they had fat long enough, 
* unleſs they had done more Good; that ſome of 
* them were Whoremaſters, (looking then towards 
* Henry Martm and Sir Peter Wentworth) that 


© others of them were Drunkards, and ſome cor- 


© rupt and unjuſt Men, and ſcandalous to the Pro- 
© feffion of the Goſpel; and that it was not fit 
a 8 fit as a Parliament any longer, and 
I deſired them to go away.” 1 

The Speaker not ſtirring from his Seat, Co- 
lonel Harriſon, who ſat near the Chair, roſe up 
and took him by the Arm, to remove- him from 
ne Seat; which when the Speaker ſaw he left his 

ir, | 

© Some of the Members roſe up to anſwer Crom- 
welPs Speech, but he would ſuffer none to ſpeak 
but himſelf; which he did with ſo much Arrogance 
in himſelf, and Reproach to his Fellow Members, 
that ſome of his Privadoes were aſhamed of it: 
But he, and his Officers and Party, would have it 


fo; and among all the Parliament Men, of whom 


many wore Swords,. and would ſometimes br 
high, not one Man offered to draw his Swor 


againſt Cromwell}, or to make the leaſt Reſiſtance 


a _—) but all of them tamely departed the 
- Houſe. 

+ He bid one of his Soldiers to take away that 
Fool's Bauble, the Mace; and ſtayed himſelf to ſee 
all the Members out of the Houſe, himſelf the laſt 
of them, and then cauſed the Doors of the Houſe 
to be ſhut up.* N 


The next is Mr. Ludlow's Account, who was 


alſo a Member of this Parliament: But at the 


Time when the Diſſolution happened was in Jre- 
land, being one of the Commillonar for 


a | 


ſettling 
the 


1653. 
April. 


i enables us to account for one Miſtake, where he 
_ fays, That the Parliament was reſolved to paſs an 
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the Affairs of that Kingdom. This Circumſtance 


Ack for their own immediate Diſſolution; but it 


does not appear fo by the Jeurnali, or that they 


intended it ſooner than by a former Reſolution 
(Which fix'd the Period thereof to Nov. 3, 1654) 
they were obliged to do: For though they conti- 
nued their Debates on the Election Bill, weekly, 
yet theſe were more about regulating the Numbers 
that were to ſit in future Parliaments, and what 
Places Gould return Members, than about their 
own Diſſolution, for which no Queſtion was ever 
puts in the Houſe. Allowing this, the following 

eſtimony of Mr. Ludlow may be good, though it 


| differs in other Matters alſo from the former ?. - 


© The Parliament now perceiving to what Kind 
of Exceſſes the Madneſs of the was like to 
carry them, reſqlved to leave, as a Legacy to the 
People, the Government of the Commonwealth 
by their Repreſentatives, when aſſembled in Par- 
liament; and, in the Intervals thereof, by a Coun- 
cil of State, choſen by them, and to continue till 
the Meeting of the next ſucceeding Parliament, to 
whom they were to give an Account of their Con- 


duct and Management. To this End they reſol- 


ved, without any further Delay, to paſs the Act 


for their own Diſſolution ; of which Cromwell ha- 


ving Notice, makes Haſte to the Houſe, where he 
fat ee and heard the Debate ſome Time: Then 
calling to Major-General Harriſon, who was on 
the other Side of the Houſe, to come to him, he 


told him, That he judged the Parliament ripe 


c for a Diſſolution, and this to be the Time of do- 


ing it.” The Major anſwered, as he ſince told 


me, Sir, the Work is very great and dangerous, 


therefore I defire you ſeriouſly to conſider of it before 


vou engage in it. You ſay well, replied the Gene- 
ral, and thereypon ſat ſtill for about a Quarter of 


an Hour; and then the Queftion for paſſing the 


Bill being to he put, he ſaid again n. 
p £ . p ar- 


e 
Harriſin, This is the Time: I muſt do it; and, ſud- lnter-reznum. 
denly ſtanding up, he made a Speech, wherein he 153. 
loaded the Parliament with the vileſt Reproaches, |, 4} 
charging them, not to have a Heart to do any : 
© Thing for the Public Good ; to have. eſpouſed 
the corrupt Intereſt of Preſbytery and the Lawyers, 
* who were the Supporters of 3 and Oy- 
preſſion; accuſing them of an Intention to perpe- 
©tuate themſelves in Power, bad they not been 
© foited to the paſling of this Act, which he. af- - 
© firm'd they deſignꝰd never to.obſerve; and there- 
© upon told them, that the Lord had done with 
© them, and had N other Inſtruments for car- 
rying on his Work that were more worthy,” 
This he ſpake with ſo much Paſſion and HIS * 
poſure of Mind, as if he had been diſtracted... * | 
Sir Peter Wentworth ſtood up to anſwer hy, 
and ſaid, * That this was the firſt Time that ever 
© he had heard ſuch unbecoming Language giyen to 
* the Parliament; and that it was the more horrid 
© iri.that it came [rom their Seryant, and their Ser- 
© vant who they had ſohighly truſted andobliged:* + 
Nit as he was going on, the General ſtept into the 
Midſ of the Houſe, where, continuing his diſtracted 
Language, he ſaid, Came, came, I will, put an &xd - 
ta your, Prating ; then walking up and down the 
Houſe like „ ee and kicking the Ground 
with his Feet, he cried out. % are no Parliament; 
1. fay-you are no Parliament Iwill put an End to 
your Sitting >. Call them in, call them in: Where- 
upon the Serjeant attending the Parliament, open d 
the Doors, and Lieutenant - Colonel Warfkey, with : 
two Files of Muſketeers, «enter'd the. Houſe ; | 
which Sir Henry Vane obſerving from his Place, 
* ſaid aloud, This it nat honeſt; yea, it is againſt Mo- 
rality and common Ilangſiy. Then Cromwell fell a 
2 at him, crying out with a loud Voice, O 
Sir Henry Vane, Sir 1 Vane, the Lord deliver 
me from Sir Henry Vane, Then looking upon - 
one of the Members, he ſaid, There ts a Drunk ; 
ard; and giving much reviling Language to athers, - 


he 
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_  Inter-regnum. he commanded the Mace to be taken away, ſaying, 
1633 IWhat ſhall we do with this Bauble ® Here, take it 
x away. Haying brought all into this Diſorder, Ma- 
| jor-General Harriſon went to the Speaker as he ſat 
Fn the Chair, and told him, That ſeeing Things 
© were reduced to this Paſs, it would not be con- 
- venient for him to remain there.“ The Speaker 
anſwered, * That he would not come down unleſs 
"© he were forced. Sir, ſaid Harriſon, I will lend 
ou my Hand; and thereupon Porting his Hand 
Cini his, the Speaker came down. Then Crom 
bell applied himſelf to the Members of the Houle, 
who were in Number between 80 and 100, and 
faid to them, It is you that have forced me to this, 
Joer I have ſought the Lord Night and Day, that be 
would rather flay me than put me upon the daing of 
this Wark. Hereupon Alderman Allen, a Member 
of Parliament, told him, That it was not yet gone 
' * fo far, but all Things might be reſtored again; 
V and that if the Soldiers were commanded out of 
the Houſe, and the Mace returned, the public Af- 
fairs might go on in their former Courſe: But 
Cramwell having now pals'd the Rubicon, not only 
rejected his Advice, but charged him with an Ac- 
count of ſome hundred thouſand Pounds, for which 
| he threatened to queſtion him, having been lon 
Treaſurer for the Army; and in a Rage dee 
i him to the Cuſtody of one of the Muſkeeteers. 
5 Alderman Allen told him, That it was well 
* © known that it had not been his Fault that bis 
Account was not made up Jong fince ; that he 
© had often tendered it to the Houſe ; and that he 
"© aſked no Favour from any Man in. that Matter.” 
© Cromwell —— acted this treacherous and im- 
pious Part, ordered the Guard to ſee the Houſe 
clear'd of all the Members; and then ſeiz'd upon the 
Records that were there, and at Mr. Scobe/Ps Houſe. 
After which he went to the Clerk, and ſnatching 
the Act of Diſſolution, which was ready to paſs, 
out of his Hand, he put it under his Cloak ; and, 
having commanded the Doors to be lock'd up, 
went away to Fhitchall.”, ot: 
- 7 | Crom- 
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Cromwell having thus diſpatched this grand Af- Inter-regnum. 


fair, and 'depoſed the late Lords and Maſters at- 


Weſtminſter, from their Dominion and 28 
in this Nation, went in the Afternoon of the ſame 
Day to the Place where the Council of State uſually 
ſat, and finding many of them there, he accoſted 
them thus: Gentlemen, if you are met here as pri- 
vate Perſons, you ſhall not be difturd'd ; but if as a 
Council of State, this is no 222 you: And ſince 
you cannot but know what was done at the Houſe in 
the Morning, ſo take Notice that the Parliament is 
diſſolved, To this Serjeant Bradſbato anſwered, 
Sir, we have heard what you did at the Houſe in 
the Morning, and before many Hours all England 
will know it: But, Sir, you are miſtaken to think 
* that the Parliament is diſſalved; for no Power under 
Heaven can difſalve them but themſelves ; therefore 
take you Notice of that. Something more was ſaid 
to the ſame Purpoſe, by Sir Arthur Haſelrigge, 
Mr. Love, and Mr. Scott; but all of them, percei- 
ving themſelves to be under the fame Violence, 
thought proper to withdraw. 7 


The next Step our Hero took was to iſſue out, 
in his own Name and his Council of Officers, the 
following Declaration of the Grounds and Reaſ, 
for diſſolving the Parliament. 


Whitehall, April 22, 1663. 


1653. 


April. 


C UR Intention is not to give an Account, A Declaration of 
C at this Time, of the Grounds which firſt the Grounds and 
© movedus to take up Arms, and engage our Lives — 5 ey 
© and all that was dear unto us in this Cauſe; nor the Parliament 
© to mind, in this Declaration, the various Diſ- by Force; 


© penſations through which Divine Providence hath 
L Jed us, or the Witneſs the Lord hath borne, 


© and the many ſignal Teſtimonies of Acceptance 


© which he hath given, te the ſincere Endeavours of 

© his unworthy Servants, whilſt they were conteſt- 

© ing with the many and great Difficulties, as well 
* 

From the original Edition, — Hille and Themes 


dy Authority, for the Lafortyation of Foreigners, 


Breefter, Printers to the Army, It was alſo publiſhed in French, 


8 o r | : 
vgs - The Parliamentary Bicrouy | 
in the Wars, as other Tranſactions in the three 
Nations; being neceſſitated, for the Defence of 


© the ſame Caule they · firſt afferted, to kave Ne- 
© courſe, unto extraordinary Actions, the fame be- 
ing evident hy former Declarations publiched on 

that Behalf. E Nan N 1 

Alter it had pleaſed God not only to reduce 
Ireland and give in Scotland, but ſo matvelouſly 
© to appear for his People at Morceſter, that tieſè 


- , 


Nations were reduced to a great Degree of Peace, 


< and England to perſect Quiet, and thereby the 
< Parljament. had Opportunity to give the People 

© the Harvelt of all their Labour, Blood, and "11+ 2- 
© ſure, and ta ſettle a due Liberty both in reference 
+ to Civil and Spiritual Things, whereunto they 


were obliged by their Duty, their Engagements, 


1 


as alſe the great and wonderful Things which 
God hath wrought for them; it was Matter of 


: 


much Grief. to the Good and Well-affoczed of 


© the Land, to obſerve the little Progreſs which 
< was made therein, who thereupon applied to the 
© Army, expecting Redreſs by their Means; not- 
„ withitanding which, the Army being unwilling 
© to meddle with the Civil Authority in Matters o 
< properly appertaining to it, it was agreed; Y hat 
© his-Excelleney, and Officers of the Army which 
were Members of Parliament, ſhould be deſired 
to move the Parliament to proceed vigorouily in 
© reforming what was amiſs in Government, and 
* to the ſettling of the Commonwealth upon a 


Foundation of Juftice and Righteouſncſa; which 
_ © having done, we hoped that the Parliament would 


< ſeaſonably* have anſwered our Expectation: Put 
finding, to our Grief, Delays therein, we le- 
© newed our Deſires in an humble Petition to them, 


which was preſented in Azgu/t laſt ; and althouch _ 


© they at that Lime, ſignity ing their good Acceht- 
© ance thereof, returned Us Thanks, and ref-rped 
© the Particulars thereof to a Committce-of the 
© Houſe, yet no conſiderable Effect was produced, 
* nor any ſuch Progreſs made, as might imply ther 


* zeal  - 


Tr ; * 
* 


- 
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© real Intentions to accompliſh what was petitioned Tuter-regnom 
* for; but, on the contrary, * e and ob ap- 2557“ 
« peared amongſt them an Averſion to the Things N 
< themſelves, with much Bitterneſs and Oppoſi- Ap 
tion to the People of God, and his Spirit acting 
© in-them ; which grey ſo prevalent, that thoſe 
« Perſons of Honour _ — amongſt them, 
« who had eminent] 5) for God and the | 
© Public Good, before: yy throughout this 
War, were rendered of no further Ute in Par- 
« liament, than by meeting with a corri Party to 
give them Countenance to carry on their Ends; 
© and for effecting the Deſire they had of perpetu- 
« ating themſelves in the Supreme Government, 
for which Purpoſe the ſaid Party long oppoſed, 
and frequently declared themſelves againſt ha- 
< ving, a new Repreſentative: And when they ſaw 
« themſelves neceſſitated to take that Bill into Con- 
* ſideration,. they reſolved to make Uſe of it to re- 
© cruit the Houſe, with Perſons of the fame Spirit 
and Temper, thereby to perpetuate their own dit- 
© ting; which Intention divers of the Activeſt a- 
© mongſt them did manifeſt, labouring to perſuade 
© others to a Conſent therein: And the better to 
© effe& this, divers Petitions, preparing from ſe- 5 
< veral Counties for the Continuance of this Parlia- 
© ment, were encouraged, if not fet on Foot, by 
© many of them. 
For obviating of theſe Evils, the Officers of 
© the Army obtained ſeveral Meetings with ſome | 
© of the Parliament, to 8 what fitting Means ä = 
© and Remedy Ara, fa applied to prevent the | 1 
© ſame: But ſuch Endeavours proving altogether 
© ineffectual, it became moſt evident to the Army, 
© as they doubt not it alſo is to all conſideting Per- 
*. ſons, that this Parliament, through the Corrup- 
* © tion of ſome, the Jealouſy of others, the Non- 
« Attendance and Negligence of many, would ne- 
© ver anſwer thoſe Ends which God, his People, ; 
and the whole Nation expected from them; ; 1 2 : | 
© that this Cauſe, which the Lord hath fo greatly 
"TH * bleſſed, and bore Witneſs W "7 
© under 
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Inter- regnum. : under their Hands, and, by Degrees, be wholly 
1653. © Joſt; and the Lives; Liberties; and Comforts of 
his People delivered into their Enemies Hands. 
All which being ſadly and ſeriouſly conſidered 
© by the honeſt People of this Nation, as well as 
© by the Army, and Wiſdom and Direction being 
< ſought from the Lord, it ſeemed to be a Duty 
© incumbent upon us, who bad ſeen ſo much of 
© the Power and Preſence of God going along with 
© us, to conſider of ſome more effQtual Means to 
© ſecure the Cauſe which the good People of this 
Commonwealth had been ſo long engaged in, 
| c and to eſtabliſh Righteouſneſs and Peace in theſe 
1 © Nations, | * | 

- And after much Debate it was judged neceſ- 
© ſary, and agreed upon, That the Supreme Au- 
< thority ſhould be, by the Parliament, devolved 
© upon known Perſons, Men fearing God, and of 
« approved Integrity? and the Government of the 
8 monwealth committed unto them for a 
Time, as the moſt hopeful Way to encourage 
© and countenance all God's People, reform te 
Law, and adminiſter Juſtice impartially; hoping 
© thereby the People might forget Monarchy, and, 
< underſtanding their true Intereſt in the Election 
© of ſucceſſive ——.— may have the Govern- 
© ment ſettled upon a true Baſs, without Hazard 
© to this glorious Cauſe, or neceſſitating to keep up 

© Armies for the Defence of the ſame. And bein 
* ſtill reſolved to uſe all Means poſſible to — 
c extraordinary Courſes, we prevailed with about 
< twenty Members of Parliament to give us a Con- 
< ference, with whom we freely and plainly debated 
the Neceſſity and Juſtneſs of our Propoſals on that 
c Behalf; and did evidence that thoſe, and not the 
Act under their Conſideration, would moſt pro- 
| © bably bring forth ſomething anſwerable to that 
5 Work, the Foundation whereof God himſelf hath 
. © laid, and is now carrying on in the World. 
© The which, | notwithſtanding, found no Ac- 
« ceptance ;. but, inſtead thereof, it was offered, 
* that the Way was to continue ſtill this m_ 
hs © 7 * a = ar- 
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« Parliament, as being that from which we might Inter-regr 


© reaſonably expect all good Things: And this be- 


© ing vehemently inſiſted upon, did much confirm 


© us in our Apprehenſions, that not any Love to a 
« Repreſentative, but the making Uſe thereof to 
recruit, and ſo perpetuate themfelves, was their 
Aim. | | 


They being plainly dealt with about this, and 


© told that neither the Nation, the honeſt Intereſt, 
© nor we ourſelves, would be deluded by ſuch Deal- 
© ings; they did agree to meet again the next Day 
in the Afternoon for mutual SawsfaQion; it being 
© conſented unto by the Members preſent, that En- 


© deavours ſhould be uſed that nothing in the mean 


Time ſhould be done in Parliament that might 


© exclude or fruſtrate the Propoſals before - men- 


© ttoned. $4.4 | | 
_  * Notwithſtanding this, the next Morning the 
Parliament did make more Haſte than uſual, in 


regnum. 
1653. — 
— 
April, 


carrying on their ſaid Act, being helped on there- 


in byſome of the Perſons engaged to us the Night 


© before; none of them which were then preſent - 


< endeavouring to oppoſe the ſame: And being 
ready to put the main Queſtion for conſumma- 
< ting the ſaid Act, whereby our aforeſaid Propoſals 
< would have been rendred void, and the Way of 
bringing thenf into a fair and full Debate in Par- 
< liament obſtructed; for preventing thereof, and 
© all the ſad and evil Conſequences which muſt, 


upon the Grounds aforeſaid, have enſued; and 


© whereby, at one Blow, the Intereſt of all honeſt 
Men, and of this glorious Cauſe, had been in 
<© Danger to be laid in the Duſt, and theſe Nations 
© embroiled in new Troubles, at a Time when our 
Enemies abroad are watching all Advantages a- 
c gr and ſome of them actually engaged in 


War with us, we have been neceſſitated, though 


< with much Reluctancy, to put an End to this 

Parliament; which yet we have done, we hope, 

aut of an haneſt Heart, preferring this Cauſe a- 

© bove our Names, Lives, Families, or Intereſts 

« how dear ſoever; with clear Intentions and real 


———— uA ⏑—·¹ m —˙——˙ A Worry 


163. 


e 
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d ee Purpoſes of Heart, to call to the Government 


© Perſons of approved Fidelity and Honeſty; be- 
lieving that as no wiſe Men will expect to gather 
« Grapes. of Thorns, ſo good Men will hope, that 


if Perſons ſo qualified be choſen, the Fruits of a 


c juſt and a righteous Reformation, ſo long prayed 
e Ind wiſhed fo or, will, by the Blefling of Gel, be 
© in due Time obtained, to the — of all 
© thoſe good ood Hearts who have been panting alter 
< thoſe Thin gs. 
Much 2 might have been ſaid; it it had 
28 our Deſire to juſtify ourſelves by aſperſing 
hers, and raking into the Miſgovernment of 
Affairs; but we ſhall conclude with this, That as 
we have been led by Neceſſity and Providence to 
© att as we have done, even beyond and above our 
© own Thoughts and Deſires; ſo we ſhall, and do, 


in that Part of this great Work which is behind, 


< put outlelves'wholly upon the Lord fora Bleſſing; 
proſeſſing, we look not to ſtand one Day without 
© his Support, much leis to bring to paſs any of the 
Things mentioned and deſired, without his Aſ- 
C hiſtznce; and therefore do ſolemnly deſire and ex- 
©'pect, that all Men, as they would not provoke 
© the Lord to their own Deſtruftion, ſhould wait 
« for ſuch Iſſue as he ſhould bring forth, and to 
© ſollow their Buſineſs. with peaceable Spirits ; 
< wherein we: promiſe them Protection by his A- 


ſiſtance. 
And forthoſe who profeſs their Fear nul Lane 


© to the Name of God, that ſeeing in a great Mea- 


* ſure for their Sakes, and for Righteouſneſs Sake, 
we have taken our Lives in our Hands to do 
* theſe Things, they would be inftant with the 
Lord Day and Night on our Behalfs, that we 
may obtain Grace from him; and ſeeing we 
© have made ſo often mention of his Name, = 


_ © we may not do the leaſt Diſhonour 


© which indeed would be our Confuſion, and Sin 
© to the whole Proſeſſion of Godlineſs. 
We beſecch them alſo to live in all Heanility, 


bern Righteouſneſs, and Love one towards 
by another, 
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© another, and towards all Men, that lo they may Inter en. 
put to ſilence the Ignorance of the Fooliſfñ, who 533. 
« falfly accuſe them; and to know that the fate great hw - 
and glorious Diſpenſations, wherein the Lord NOR 
hach To N ppeared in bringing forth 
© theſe Things by 't Travel and Blood. of his 
« Children, ought to oblige them ſo to walk in the 
Wiſdom and Love of Chriſt; as may cauſe others 
to hohour their holy Proſeſſion, - becauſe they lee 
« Chrift to be in them of a Truth. 
We do further purpoſe, before it be loby, more 
1 particularly to ſhew the Grounds of our Proceed - 
© inzs, and the Reaſons of this late great Action 
and Change, which in this we have but hinted 
6. at. 
And we do laſtly· declare, That all Jude es, 8 
« Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, Mayors, Baits, 8 
Committees and Commiſſioners, and all other 
Civil Officers and Public Miniſters whatſoever, 
© within this Commonwealth, or any Parts there- 
of, do proceed in their reſpeQive Places and Of- 
« fices; ; and all Perſons whatſoever are to give Obe- 
< dicnce to them as tully as when the Parliament 
"© was fitting *, i 
Sig ned in "the Name, ad by the Appointment, 
"of bis Excellency the Lord- General, and his 
Council f Officers, 


WILL. MALYN, Secretary. 


3 and his Officers having thus gain'd the WI a! gives 2 


Power of Government into their Hendv, were com- S 


plimented from all Parts of England, on the Juſtice 
of his late Action; and with-Engapements'to ſtand 
by them with theirLives and Fortunes, The Diaries 
of theſe Times abound with Addrœſſes of this Sorts, 
but the two following, publiſhed by Authority” „ 
will be a ſutkcieat Specimen of the reſt. a: 
7 


2 Mr. Whithck: 2 That, upon this Delete, be and his 
Colleagues, Commiſſioners of the Great Seal, procee“ ed to do Bu-. 
{:ne1s, conſidering they had their Authority from the late Parlia- 
neut, tho' they had delayed it till this Declaration was publiſhed,” 

b Printed for R. Ibbetjo 2, and licenſed Ly the Ageat-Genera! to? 


the Army, ifi purſuance vt the late _ ſor the ſuppremng of ſean- * 
ealous Books, 
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2 To bis Excillency the Lord-General Cromwelr, 
og nd the Honourable the Orrickxs of the Anur, 


_ The HumsLs PzTiTION of the Cnuncnzs of 
2 Ennisr, Cc. 
| ;  Sheweth, 2 * oa x | f 
An Addreſs of © HAT after many Prayers by us put up to 
' Congratulation © + the Throne of Grace for you, ſeeing now 
8 a glorious Return of a great Part of that we have 
that Occafion; © 2 for, acted ſo ſweetly by you, we cannot 
© but render this humble Acknowledgment of 
5 God's Goodneſs to us, and the reſt of God's 
© People in the Nation therein; and unto God do 
© we give Thanks, for his Name it near, bis won- 
© drous Warks declare (Pſal. Ixxv, ver. 1.) And we 
© are very ſenſible that we could not expect upright 
Judgment (ver. 2.) from the late Parliament in 
© that Way they ated; and are ſtrongly perſuaded 
_ © to believe, that it muſt be 2 — 
that muſt firſt be received by God) that is to be 
© eſtabliſhed before the Work of the Lord be _ 
< which we hope is now bringing forth by you: 
© that though the Parliament, 1 all the 
Inhabitants of this Nation, be diſſolved, yet we 
doubt not but our God bears up the Pillars of the 
Land, the Saints (ver. 3.). And we are very 
© ſenſible of the Endeavours that have been 
by you laboured many Weeks together, to have 
b; perſuaded them ta have ated thoſe Things, by 
< you long ſince repreſented to them, which might 
© have been much for the general Good of the 
© People of God in this Nation: And God ſaid 
_ © often by you, unto many of thoſe Fools, Deal not 
_ © fooliſhly; amd 10 the wicked Ones _ them, lift 
© mot up the Horn (ver. 4.); and to all of them, 
< Lift not up your Horn on high, ſpeak not with a 
i Neck (ver. 5.): And now when no other 
© Means would prevail, the Lord hath let them 
know in his Actings by you, that though they 
«were ſent from ſeveral Parts of the Nation, yet 
Promotion cometh neither from the Eaft nor 7 | 
A ar Ft 95 


1 
* 
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* the I/eft, nor from the South (ver. 6.); and that Inter-regnum 
© God himſelf is Judge, (ver. 7.) he hath put them 553. 
* down, that they may no longer fit to deceive the "v0, © 
Nation, and he is DN others in their Stead. a 
' © Our Petition to your Excellency therefore is, 
| * Fir/t, That you, whom we look upon as our 

* Moſes leading God's People, would be pleaſed, 
© as always you have been, {till to be for the People 
* to God- ward; that you. may bring the Cauſes 
© unto God, ( Exed. xvili, ver. 19.) . advance the 
« Scepter of our Lord Jeſus. 

« Secondly, That you will remove the Grievances ' 
© of Law - Suits, and teach us Ordinances and Laws; 
© and ſhew us the Way wherein we mult walk, and 
the Work that we muſt do (ver. 20.) for the Glory 
© of God, the Peace and Welfare of the Nation. 

* Thirdly, That you will not leave the Choice 
of thoſe that ſhall govern us to the Liberty of the 
Counties, but that your Excellency will be pleaſed 
« yourſelf to provide Conſetvators for us out of all 
© the People; and place over us, both in an higher 
and in other lower Courts of Civil Judicature, 
© ſuch to judge the People at all Seaſons as ſhall 
© be (ver. 21, 22.) 1/t, Able Men. 24h, Men 
* fearing God. 3dly, of Truth. 4thly, Men 
* hating Covetouſneſs. | 

And the Petitioners do flill pray, &c. 
Signed by the free 2 and unanimous Ap- 
pointment, of the Churches aſſembled together, 
April 25, 1653. n 


The HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE of the GENERAL 
CounciL of OFFIcteRs, met at Dalkeith the 5th 
of May, 1653, in behalf of themſelves and the 

orces in Scotland; ſhewing their hearty Concur- 
rence with his Excellency the Lord-General Crom- 
well and his Council of Officers at Whitehall, in 
diſſolving the late Parliament. - 


c (Oreo the late Declaration from your another from 


©* the Grounds and Reaſons for the Diſſolution of Scand. 
Vor. XX, 2 | | 


the 


Excellency and General Council, ſhewingthe Army in 
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Later-regnum. © the late Parliament, who were choſen by the 


1653. 


— mmnd 
: May. 


© that have been too long ſti 


People for the common Good, and to procure 
© the Well-being of thoſe by whom they were in- 
* truſted ; to »remove Oppreſſions and arbitrary 
Power, and all Obſtacles to the Peace and Free- 
© dom of theſe Nations, whoſe Intereſts they ought 
© to have preferred before their own Particular : 
And that, after ſo long Expectation of ſome Fruit 
© of what they have formerly remonſtrated and de- 
« clared unto the People, and ſo many Years Con- 
© tinuance, falling ſhort of that Good they might 
© have/done, they ſhould ſtill fo ſtrangely (to the 
© Breach of thoſe Gentlemen's Engagements to your 
© Lordſhip and your Council, mentioned in your 
< hte Declaration) endeavour to perpetuate.them- 
« ſelves, and thereby ſtill enſtave the Nation, we can- 


not but bleſs the good Hand of God in Riering up 
© your Hearts to bear Witneſs zgainft thoſe. Evils 


and Corruptions amongſt them, which too mani- 


* < feſtly abounded, and are clearly evident, to the 


< ſaddening of the Hearts of good Men; and eſteem 
it a wonderful Providence that directed you to ſo 
« neceſlary and acceptable a Work. 

We truſt that the Lord, who hath led you thro” 


© many Difficulties, from Time to Time, even to 


this preſent Undertaking, will herein give you 
Wiſdom and Courage once again to put forth 
* reer in the great Work of the Lord and his 
© People, in reviving thoſe Rights and Privileges 

fed z whereby the 
© Hearts of Thouſands are refreſhed, as it appears 
by the good Reſentment that is every where had 
of it: And we reſt aſſured that the Lord will lead 


you by the Right Hand of his Love, and make 
_ walk in even Paths, teach you to underſtand 
* 


iſdom and Righteouſneſs, and enable you ſo 


to manage thoſe weighty Affairs, (he hath now 


ſo ſeaſonably called yeu unto) as that the Hands 
© of all good People may be ſtrengthened by you; 
© and an happy Reformation produced in a greater 


_ © Meaſure and ſhorter Time, than was ever like to 
have been by the perpetual ſitting of thoſe Men 


whom 
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© whom the Lord hath been pleas'd now to lay aſide. Inter. regnum. 


And herein we ſhall not only pray for you, and 
rejoice to ſee theſe Things brought forth by your 
© waiting upon the Lord, and ſtudying Righteouſ- 
© neſs and Peace; but ſhall alſo, as far as the Lord 


« ſhall enable us, with our Hearts and Hands, and 


all our Might, be ready to join with you. and to 
© own you in the further Proſecution of this great 
« Work, with which we hope neither our Lives 
nor any external Comfort.ſhall come in Compe- 
© tition. | n 
© And we doubt not but all honeſt Hearts in theſe 
Nations, (as in the Army) which have not bowed 
their Knees to Baal, will, to a Man, ſecond you 
in making good every Syllable of what hath been 
formerly declared. And at length we hope the 
© Lord will ſettle theſe Nations in Peace; and, in 
© the mean while, raiſe up your Spirits to tread up- 
© on and ſcorn thoſe vile Things which have pol- 
© luted the Hands and Hearts of may that have 
gone before you; and to act to the Praife of his 
great Name, and the Comfort and Refreſhment 
© of all his People throughout the World. | 
We ſhall not ſay much more at preſent, but 
« defire that you may go forth in the Strength of 
© our God; then ſhall the Work of the Lord pro- 
« ſper in your Hands, and thoſe mighty Lions, 


which have lain in the Way of a pure and righ- 


© teous Reformation, be removed. And we truſt 
our Vows and Promiſes ſhall be no more forgot- 


© ten, nor ſhall we be led back again to ſtoop to 
any Egyptian Yoke of Bondage, either in Spiri- 


© tual or Temporal Kingly Powers. | 
Signed in the Name, and by the Appointment, of 
the Commander in Chief, and the General 
Council of Officers, of the Forces in Scotland, 


bf het WILLIAM CLERKE, Secretary. 


Thus back'd, and thus fortified on all Sides, 
Cromwell and his Council of Officers, out of whom 
be had conſtituted a Council of State, went on 

K 2 doldly 


1653. 


— — 


M ays 


| 
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Iater-regnum. boldly with their Affairs. —— On the ninth of 
3953 | June they iſſued out a Declaration for continuing 
Jane, the Monthly Aﬀefiment of 120,000/. to the 25th 
of December enſuing, towards the Maintenance of 

Gen. Cromwell the Army and Navy. A few Days after, they gave 
e CO Audience in Form to the Portugueze and Swe- 
ly Aſtefiment of 43 Ambaſſadors : They alſo granted Commiſ- 
120,000 f. to be ſions for Jahn Corbet and Jabn Hlaggit, Eſlq"*. to 
cenunued, 8 he Judges in North and South Males, in the room 
of Serjeant E/tonhead and Serjeant Powel, whom 

they had thought proper to remove from their Em- 

ployments: And, another Victory being gained on 

the ſecond and third of this Month .by the Zngl:/ 

Fleet over the Dutch a, the Council of State iſlued 

out a Declaration, To invite all the good People of 

theſe Nations to Thankfulneſs, and holy Rejoicing 

in the Lord, upon that Occaſion ; which was or- 

dered to be publiſhed as follows *. | 


5 | Ws ©... WWhiteball, * 11, 1655. 
And appoint a ( 1. bath been a Cuſtom much exerciſed, to en- 


— ary © | join Days and Duties of Thankſgiving for 


victory over the * Mercies received from the Lord ; the Suitable - 
Dutch Fleet. 6 neſs of which Practice with Goſpel Times, and 
85 that Goſpel Spirit which is only to bear Rule 
in the Churches of God (where the Worſhip is 
© to be in Spirit and Truth, exerciſed by a free and 
willing People) is beſide the Intent of this Paper 
to diſpute, g 
But conſidering how welcome to the Lord's 
People every Occaſion of Praiſe, miniſtered by 
the Lord himſelf, and minded by thoſe that ma- 
© nage the Public Affairs, is to ſuch as wait for his 
Salvation, we have thought fit to commend this 


: SH 

d In this Engagement wherein Deane, Blake, and Mork 2 
manded, the former was killed the firſt Day. 

On the 24th of June Admiral Danes Corpſe was brought from 
Greemwich to Weſtminfler- Bridge, by Water, attended by thi 
Barges in Mourning, The Proceſſion was ſaluted, in their Paſ- 
ſage, by all the Ships in the River, and the Tozver Guns, In the 
Evening the Body was interr'd in the Abbey with great Pomp: The 
Lord-General and his Council, with all the Officers of the Navy 
zud Army, then in Town, attending the, Funeral. 
© © From the original Edition, printed by William Du-Gard and 
Kenry Hills, 1 8 9 
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high and heavenly Exerciſe and Privilege to all Iater-renm. 


«© thoſe who are faithful in theſe Lands, in the 
« Words of the Prophet 1/aiah, xii. ver. 4. In that 
Day ye hall ſav, praiſe the Lord, call upon his 
Name, declare his Dothgs among the People, make 
« Mention that his Name is exalted. Ver. 5. Sing 
« unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent Things 1 


© this is known in all the Earth. Ver. 6. Cry out, 


and ſhout, thou Inhabitant of Sion, 2 great is the 
© holy One of Iſrael in the Mia of thee. Truly this 
© is ſuch a Day; if not that Day, it may be the 


— 


1653. 
— — 
June. 


« Dawning of it. Iſa. x. A Day of Woe to unrigb- 


© teons Judges, to Tyrants, to all the Proud of the 
© Earth. Ifa. xi. The Day of him who is the Rod, 
© the Branch, and the Root of Jelle. —— 5. The 
Day of his Righte i and  Faithftlneſs: 
Ver. 8 Of bis . heal the nar 
© Ver. 12, 13. The Day of gathering bis _— 
© and taking away their Envyings one of another 
© and making up their Breaches. i 
This great Succeſs againſt the Dutch (who 4 

© few Days before were lifted up with their Succeſſes 
© in getting out their Fleets for Trade, and bring- 
© ing their Ships loaden with Merchandize home in 
Safety, and in their braving it upon our Coaſts; 
« ſhooting againſt our Towns and Caſtles, in the 
* Abſence of our Fleet) was a moſt ſignal, and every 
Way a moſt ſeaſonable, Mercy. ; 
6 The Victory was a complete one, the Enemy 

© flying with great Terror and Aſtoniſhment, ha- 
* ving received great Loſs of Men and Ships, #nd 
© this in the View and Hearing of the Subjects of 
* France and Spain, and their own Countrymen. 
© It was without the Lofs of one Ship on our Part. 
© It was alfo feaſonable, in abaſing Pride, Haugh- 
© tineſs, and fleſhly Confidence, and in diſcover- 
© ing Hypocrify. It was an Anſwer to the Faith 
and Prayer of God's People, and to their great 
Hopes and Expectations from the Lord. It is a 
* Mercy reminding us of, and ſealing to us, all our 
former Mercies: A Mercy at ſuch a Time as 
© this, to ſay no more ! What Mercy it hath in the 
"3 + Bowels 


7” "> 
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Inter-regnum. © Bowels of it, Time will declare: Who knaws ? 


1653. 


. 


June. 


One of which we deſire trom our Hearts, and 
© hope may be, as of Eſtabliſhment and Union to 
© all-thoſe that fear the Lord amongſt us, ſo of 
© Conviction: to that Nation (at leaſt, to all thoſe 
© that fear the Lord there) of their Oppoſition to 
© the Work of the Lord in the Midſt of us; and of 


t their Duty to be ſerviceable to Chriſt, with their 


< Brethren, in that which he is doing in the World, 
< preferring their Uſefulneſs therein before all their 
© worldly Advantages, ., 5 

* We ſhall — our Exhortation with that 
© of David, Pſal. cvii, 1. O give Thanks unte the 
© Lord, for be is good, for his Mercy endureth for 
ever. Ver. 2. Let the Redeemed of the Lord ſay 
© fo, whom he bath redeemed from the Hand of the 
« Enemy. Pal. cxviii, 1. O give Thanks unto the 
Lord, for be is good, for his Mercy endureth for 
© ever. Ver. 2. Let Iſrael now ſay, that his Mercy 
© endureth for ever, Ver. 3. Let the Houſe of 


Aaron now ſay, that his Mercy endureth for ever. 


Ver. 4. Let them now, that fear the Lord, ſay, 
© that bis Mercy endureth for ever, Ver. ult. O 
give Thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his 
« Mercy endureth for ever, | | 
The General and Council of State have ap- 


© © pointed the 23d of this Inſtant June to meet, if 


< God permit, with the Council of Officers, to 


© praiſe him. 


By Order of the Council of State, 
Jo. THURLOE, Secretary. 


The Lord Mayor of London, (Alderman Fowtke ) 


. to teſtify his Allegiance to his new Sovereigns, iſ- 


ſued a Precept to the Miniſters of the ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes of that City, recommending earneſtly to their 
Care the Publiſhing the foregoing Declaration in 
their Congregations, and to ſtir up the People to 
be unanimous in their Praiſes to God for this ſea- 
ſonable Mercy. And on the 23d this Thankſgi- 
ving- Day (as the Diaries inform us) was . 

1 ingly 
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ingly obſerved with great Solemnity and Devotion, later. regnum. 
by the Lord - General and his Council, in the Cha- 1683. 
pel at I hiteball; by the Army and the Fleet; 
and by the People throughout the whole Nation. 


Though Cromwell and his Council of Officers 
had hitherto exerciſed the Civil Authority without They alſo reſolve 
Controul, yet not thinking themlelves quite ſafe ger e n 
in their new-acquired Power, without, at leaſt, the ſons to take up- 
Appearance of a Legillative Sanction, they agreed on them the Go- 
upon a Project of calling a Sort of a Parliament, e a = 
and ſuch a Sort as never. ſat in England before. : 
To this End a Meeting of the General Officers of 
the Army was appointed at /7itehal!, where Ma- 
jor-General Lambert, General Harriſon, and other 
great Men of the Army came. Lambert propoſed' 
that a few Perſons, not exceeding the Number of 
ten or twelve, might be intruſted with the Su- 
preme Power: Harriſon was for a greater Num- 
ber, inclining much to that of Seventy, being the 
Number the {owe Sanhedrim conſiſted of. But, 
after ſome Debate, it was reſolved, that a Number of 
| Perſons in England, Ireland, and Scotland, as near as 
might be proportionable to their Payments toward 
the Public Charge, ſhould be nominated by the 
Council of Officers, and ſent for to meet at ¶ min- 
feer on a certain Day; to whom all the Authority of 
the Nation ſhould be delegated by an Inſtrument 
ſign'd and ſeal'd by the General and the Officers, 
obliging themſelves to be obedient to their Orders. 
The Summons to be ſent out for collecting this 
Aſſembly, in the-General's Name only, was in 
theſe Words | 


June. 


5 as upon the Diſſolution of the late Par- A Summons iſ- 

liament it became neceſſary that the Peace, Saſe- ſued — Ie 

ty, and good Government of this Commonwealth ſheuld ns 

be provided for; and, in order thereunto, divers 

Perſons fearing God,' and of approved Fidelity and 

Honeſiy, are by myſelf, with the Advice of my Coun- 

eil of Officers, nominated, to whum the great Charec 
| | Ig and 


Inter- regnum. 


16653. 
* — fo God and the” Intereft of his Cauſe, 
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and Truſt of ſo weighty Affairs is to be committed 


and having good Aſſurance of your Love to, and 


good People of this Commonwealth : 
 £{ Oliver Cromwell, Captain- General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all the Armits and Forces raiſed, 


and to be raiſed, within this Commonwealth, do here- 


by ſummon and require you (being one 


| of the ſaid Perſons nominated) perſonally to be and 


appear at the Council-Chamber, commonly known or 
called by the Name of the Counal-Chamber at 


Whitehall, within the City of Weſtminſter, upon 
the fourth Day of July next enſuing the Date here- 
of ; then and there to take upon you the ſaid Truſt 
are hereby called and appointed, to 


unto which 
ſerve as a Member for the County of 


And hereof you are not to fail. 
Given under my Hand and Seal the ſixth Day of 


une, 1653. | 
2 O. CROMWELL. 


In purſuance of the foregoing Summons, this 
moſt extraordinary Convention aſſembled them- 


The Perſons no- ſelves together; the Account of which we ſhall 
8 meet at give, as then publiſhed by Authority, in the fol- 


iteball in pur- 


ſuance 


eof. 


lowing Terms © : 


* Fuly 4. This being the Day appointed by the 


Letters of Summons from his Excellency the Lord- 


General, for the Meeting of the Perſons called 
to the Supreme Authority, there came about 120 
of them to the Council-Chamber in Wh:tehall. 
After each Perſon had given in a Ticket of his 


Name, they all enter'd the Room and fat down 


in Chairs, appointed for them, round about the 
Table: Then his Excellency the Lord-General _ 


ſtanding by the Window, oppoſite to the Middle 
of the Table, and as many of the Officers of the 


W. Proceedings on State Afairs, N®, 197. 


Army as the Room could well 'contain, ſome on 
his Ri 


ght Hand and others on his Left, and about 


him, made the following Speech to the Aſſembly: * 


Gentlemen, 


_ 
f From the original Edition, printed by V. Du- Card and 
HFH. Hills, 
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"Gentlemen, f * 1 
I Suppoſe the Summans that hath been inſtru- 


mental to bring you hither, gives you well to 
© underſtand the Cauſe of your being here. How- 


inter. regnum. 


_ © beit, having ſomething to impart, which is anCromoe!!s 
© Inftrument drawn up by the Conſent and Advice Speech, to that 
* of the principal Officers of the Army, which . 


© a little, as we conceive, more ſignificant than 
© that other Summons; we have that here to ten- 
© der you: And we have ſomewhat further like- 
© wiſe to ſay to you for our own Exoneration, and 
« we hope it may be ſomewhat further to your Sa- 
© tisfaftion; and therefore ſeeing you fit here ſome- 
* what uneaſy, by reaſon of the Scantneſs of the 
Room and the Heat of the Wether, I ſhall 
contract myſelf with reſpect to that. | 

I have not thought it amiſs a little to remind 
© you of that Series of Providence, .wherein the 
s Lord hitherto hath diſpenſed wonderful Things 
© to theſe Nations, from the Beginning of our 
© Troubles to this very Day. If I ſhould look 
© much backward, we might remember the State 
© of Aﬀairs as they were before the ſhort, and 
© that which was the laſt, Parliament; in what a 
- © Poſture the Things of this Nation ftood, doth 
© ſo well, I preſume, occur to all your Memories 
© and Knowledge, that I ſhall not need to look 
| © fo far backward, nor yet to the Beginning of 

© thoſe hoſtile Actions that paſt between the Kin 
© that was and the then Parliament. And, indeed. |; 
© ſhould I begin this Labour, the Things that 
would fall neceſſarily before you, would rather 
© be fit for a Hiſtory, than for a Diſcourſe at this 
© preſent. * + YM 
But thus far we may look back: You 

© well know, after divers Turnings of Affairs, it 
© pleaſed God, much about the Midſt of this War, 
© to winnow, as I may ſay, the Forces of this Na- 
© tion, and to put them into the Hands of Men of 
© other Principles than thoſe that did engage at the 
© firſt, By what range Providences that alſo was 
© brought about, would aſk more Time than B Lr 

| | 410 


, 
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Inter · rezuum. © Jotted me to remember you of. Indeed there are 
1653. < Stories that do recite thoſe Tranſactions, and give 
— Narratiyes of Matter of Fact; but thoſe Things 
"or © wherein the Life and Power of them lay, thoſe 
© ſtrange Windings and Turnings of Providence, 
©. © thole very great Appearances of God in croſſing 
- . © and thwarting the Deſigns of Men, that he might 
© raiſe up a poor and contemptible Company of 
© Men, neither verſed in Military Affairs, nor ha- 
< ving much natural Propenſity to them, even thro? 
© the owning of a Principle of Godlineſs, of Rcli- 
gion; which ſo ſoon as it came to be owned, and 
© the State of Affairs put upon that Foot of Account, 
© how God bleſſed them and all Undertakings, by 
© the raiſing of that moſt improbable, deſpicable, 
© contemptible Means, for that we muſt for ever 
© own, you very well know. , 
© What the ſeveral Succeſſes have been, is not 
© fit to mention at this Time neither, though I 
© muſt confeſs I thought to have enlarged myſelf 
< upon this Subject; foraſmuch as the conſidering 
© the Works of God, and the Operation of his 
Hands, is a principal Part of our Duty, and a 
great Encouragement to the ſtrengthening of our 
1 flands, and of our Faith for that which is behind. 
; And then having given us thoſe marvellous Diſ- 
© penfations amongſt other Ends, for that was a 
© moſt principal End, as to us, in this Revolution 
© of Affairs, and Iſſues of thoſe Succeſſes God was 
© pleaſed to give this Nation, and the Authority 
© that then ſtood, were very great Things brought 
© about ; beſides thoſe Dints that were upon theſe 
Nations and Places where they were carried on, 
© even in the Civil Affairs, to the bringing Offend- 
© ers to Juſtice, even the Greateſt; to the bring- 
© ing the State of this Government to the Name, 
'< at leaſt, of a Commonwealth; to the ſearch- 
© ing and ſiſting of all Places and Perſons; the 
© King removed and brought to Juſtice, and many 
© Great Ones with him; the Houſe of Peers 
laid aſide; the Houſe of Commons, the Repre- 
| © ſentative of che People of England, itſelf win- 
3 ' 2 © nowed 
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© nowed, ſifted, and brought to a. Handful, as 1 


you may very well remember. | 
And, truly, God would not reſt there; ſor, 
© by the Way, although it be fit for us to intitle 
our Failings and Miſcarriages to ourſelves, yet 
the Gloriouſneſs of the Work may well be attri- 
© buted to God himſelf, and may be called þ:s 
* ftranze Hark. S 
* © You may remember well that, at the Change 
© of the Government, there was not anEnd of our 
Troubles; although that Year ſuch Things were 
< tranſacted, as, indeed, made it to be the moſt 


© memorable Year (I mean 1648) that ever this 


Nation ſaw; ſo many InſurreCtions, Invaſions, 
« ſecret Deſigns, open and public Attempts, quaſh'd 
© in ſo ſhort a Time; and this by the very ſignal 
© Appearances of God himſelf, which I hope we 
© ſhall never forget. * 
Vou know alſo, as I ſaid before, that as the 
Effect of that memorable Year 1648, was to lay 
the Foundation of bringing Delinquents to Pu- 
© niſhment, ſo it was of the Change of the Go- 
© vernment; although it be true, if we had Time 
© to ſpeak, the Carriages of ſome in Truſt, in moſt 
© eminent Truſt, was ſuch as would have fruſtrated 
© to us the Hopes of all our Undertakings, had not 
God miraculouſly prevented: I mean by that 
* Cloſure that would have been endeavoured with 
© the King, whereby we ſhould have put-into his 
© Hands all that Cauſe and Intereſt-we had oppo- 
« ſed,. and had nothing to have ſecured us but a 
© little Piece of Paper, | 


But Things going on, how it pleaſed the Lord 


| © to keep this Nation in Exerciſe both at Sea and 
© Land, and what God wrought in Ireland and 


© Scotland, you likewiſe know, untill the Lord had 


© finiſhed all that Trouble upon the Matter, by 
© the marvelous Salvation wrought at Worceſſer. 


© I confeſs to you I am. very much troubled in my 


© Spirit, that the Neceſlity of Affairs doth require 
that I ſhould be ſo ſhort in theſe Things, becauſe 


nter-re:nume 
1653. 


Joy. 


I told you before, this is the leaneſt Part of the 
I 5 " | © Tranſ- 
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Inter-regnum. © Tranfaction, to wit, An hiſtorical Narration; 
7653" © there being in every. Diſpenſation, (whether the 

King's going from the Parliament, the pulling 
*  < down the Biſhops, purging the Houſe at that 
Time by theit going away to aſſiſt the King, or 

© Change of Government) whatever it was, not 

© any of theſe Things but hath a remarkable Point 

© of Providence ſet upon it, that he that runs may 

© read. Therefore I am heartily ſorry that, in 
point of Time, I cannot be particular in thoſe 

Things which T did principally defign this Day, 

© thereby to provoke and ftir up your Hearts and 

© mine to Gratitude and Confidence. © 

I ſhall now begin a little to remember you the 

© Paſſages that have been tranſacted fince Yorcefter 

« Fight; whence coming with my Fellow-Officers 

© and Soldiers, we expected, and had ſome reaſon- 

table Confidence that our Expectations ſhould not 

© be fruſtrated ; that the Authority that then was, 

© having ſuch a Hiftory to look back unto, ſuch a 

God that appeared for them ſo eminently, fo vi- 

c fibly, that even our Enemies many Times con- 

_ © feſs'd that God himſelf was engag'd againſt them, 

© or they ſhould never have been brought fo low, 

© nor difappointed in every Undertaking : For that 

© may be faid, (by the Way) had we miſcarried 

© but once where had we been? I ſay we did think, 

and had ſome reaſonable Confidence, that coming 

6 by then, the Mercies that God had ſhewed, the 

Expectations that were in the Hearts of all good 
© Men, would have prompted thoſe that were in 

Authority to have done thoſe Things which 

might, by honeſt Men, have been judged a Re- 

© turn fit for ſuch a God, and worthy of ſuch Mer- 

© cies; and indeed a Diſcharge of Duty to thoſe 

© for whom all theſe Mercies have been ſhewed, 

© that is, the Intereſt of the three Nations, the true 

. © Intereſt of the three Nations. 

© And if I ſhould now labour to be particular in 

© enumerating ſome Buſineſſes that have been 
: © tranſacted from that Time, till the Diffolution of 

© the late Parliament, indeed I ſhould be upon a 
2 © Theme 
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Theme that would be very troubleſome; to my- Inter-regaum. 

«ſelf: For I muſt ſay for myſelf and Fellow Offi- 1653. 
- © cers, we have rather deſired and ſtudied healing WY 

« than to rake into Sores, and look backward to 

© render Things in thoſe Colours that would not 

© be very, well pleaſing to any good Eye to look 

© upon. Only this we muſt ſay, for our own Exo- - 

© neration, and as thereby laying ſome Foundation 

© for the making evident the Neceſſity and Duty 

© that was incumbent upon us to make this laſt 

« great Change; I think it will not be amiſs to of- 

* ter a Word or two in that, not taking Pleaſure to 

< rake into the Buſineſs, were there not ſome Kind 

of Neceſſity ſo to do. Indeed we may ſay, with- 

© out commending ourſelves, I mean myſelf and 

< thoſe Gentlemen that have been engaged in the 

Military Affairs, that upon our Return we came 

fully bent, in our Heaits and Thoughts, to deſire 
and uſe all fair and lawful Means we could to 

© have had the Nation to reap the Fruit of ail that 

Blood and Treaſure that had been expended in 

* this Cauſe ;' and we have had many Deſires and 

* Thirſtings in our Spirits, to find out Ways and 

© Means wherein we might any ways be inſtru- 

mental to help it forward; and we were very 

tender, for_a long Time, fo much as to yetition ; 

© till Auguft laſt, or theteabouts, we never offered 

© to petition, But ſome of our then Members and 

© others having good Acquaintance and Relation 

© to divers Members of the Parliament, we did, 

© from Time to 9 wy follicit that which we 

thought (if there had been Nobody to prompt 

them, Nobody to call upon them) would have 

© been liftened to, out of Ingenuity and Integrity 

© in them that had Opportunity to have anſwered 

our Expectations: And, truly, when we ſaw no- 

* thing would be done, we did, as we thought, 

* according to our Duty, remind them by a Peti- 

© tion; which Petition, I ſuppoſe, the moſt of you 

have ſeen, which we delivered either in July or | 
+ Auguſt laſt. What Effect that had is likewiſe 

very well known; the Truth is, we had no Re- 

| / © turn 


A 
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s turn at all; all the Satisfaction for us was but a 
few Words given us; the Buſineſſes petitioned for 
"© moſt of them, we were told, were under Conſi- 
© deration, and thoſe that were not had very little 
© or no Conſideration at all. | | 
Finding the People diffatisfied in every Corner 
© of the Nation, and bringing home to our Doors 
© the Non-performance of thoſe Things that had 
© been promiſed, and were, of Due, to be per- 
© formed, we did think ourſelves concerned; we 
< endeavoured, as became honeſt Men, to keep up 
© the Reputation of honeſt Men in the World, and 
© therefore we had divers Times endeavoured to 
obtain a Meeting with divers Members of Par- 
liament, and truly we did not begin this till Oc- 
tober laſt; and in thoſe Meetings did, in all Faith- 
< fulneſs and Sincerity, beſeech them that they 
© would be mindful of their Duty to God and Man, 
© and of the Diſcharge of their Truſt to God and 
Man. I believe that many of theſe Gentlemen 
© who are here, can tell that we had at the leaſt ten 
© or twelve Meetings, moſt humbly begging and 
© beleeching them that, of their own Accords, they 
would do thoſe good Things that had been pro- 
< miſed; that ſo it might appear they did not 
do them by any Suggeſtion from the Army, but 
© of their own Ingenuity ; fo tender were we to pre- 
© ſerve them in the Reputation and Opinion of the 
People to the uttermoſt. And having had many 
© of thoſe Meetings, we declared plainly that the 
< Iſſue would be the Judgment and Diſpleaſure of 
God againſt them, the Diſſatisfaction of the 
People, and the putting Things into a Confuſion ; 
yet how little we did prevail we well know, and 
we believe is not unknown to you. 
At the laſt, when we ſaw indeed that Things 
©, would not be laid to Heart, we had a ſerious 
Conſideration amongſt ourſelves what other 
Way to have Recourſe unto; and when, indeed, 
- © we came to thoſe cloſe Conſiderations, they be- 


gan to take the Act of the new Repreſentative to 
408 * 6 Heart, 
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© Heart, and ſeem'd exceeding willing to put it on; inter- 1 


© the which had it been done, or would it have 


| © been done, with, that Integrity, with that Cau- 
© tion, that would have ſaved this Cauſe, and the 
© Intereſt we have been ſo long engaged in, there 
could nothing have happened, to our Judgment, 
© more welcome than that would have been: But 
finding plainly that the Intendment of it was not 
to give the People that Right of Choice, but the 
© ſeeming to give the People that Choice was intend- 
ved and deſigned only to recruit the Houſe, the bet- 
d © ter to perpetuate themſelves : And truly having, 
divers of us, been ſpoken to to that End, that we 
© ſhould give Way to it, a Thing to which we had a 


_ © perpetual Averſion, which we did abominate the 


© Thoughts of, we always declared our Judgments 
© againſt it, and our DiſlatisfaQtion; but yet they 
© would not hear of a new Repreſentative till it had 
© laid three Years before them, without proceeding 
with one Line conſiderably in it; nay, they could 
not endure to hear of it: Then when we came to 
our cloſe Conſiderations, then, inſtead of pro- 
© tracting, they did make as much prepoſterous 
© Haſte on the other Hand, and ran into that Ex- 


© tremity ; and finding that this Spirit was not ac- 


© cording to God, and that the whole Weight of 


© this Cauſe, which muſt needs have. been very 


© dear unto. us, who have ſo often adventured our 
Lives for it, and we believe is ſo to you; when 
ve ſaw plainly that there was not ſo much Con- 
* {ideration how to aſſert it, or to provide Security 
© for it, but indeed to croſs thoſe that they reckon - 
ed the moſt troubleſome People they had to deal 
with, which was the Army, who, by this Time, 
was ſufficiently their Diſpleaſure: I ſay, when we 
© thathad the Power in our Hands, ſawthat to let the 
© Buſineſs go to ſuch an Iſſue as this, was to throw 
© back the Cauſe into the Hands of them we firſt 


«* fought with, we came to this firſt Concluſion 
* amongſt ourſelves, That if we had been fought 


© out of it, Neceſſity would have taught usPatience; 


© but. 
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Tnter-regnum. © but to have it taken from us fo unworthily, 


15653. 


"I July. 


People of God was a 
' © we did believe that the Hands of other Men muſt 


© we ſhould be rendered the worſt People in the 


„World, and we ſhould become Traitors both to 


© God and Man. And when God had laid this to 
© our Hearts, and that we found the Intereſt of his 
© People was grown cheap, ang not laid to Heart, 
and if we came to Competition of Things, the 
< Cauſe even amongſt themſelves would (even al- 
© moſt in every Thing) go to the Ground: This 
© did add more Confideration to us, that there was 
© a Duty incumbent on us. And, truly, I ſpeak it 
© in the Preſence of ſome that are here, that were at 
© the cloſe Conſultations (I may ſay) as before the 
© Lord, the thinking of an Act of Violence was 

© to us worſe than any Engagement that ever we 
© were in yet; and worſe to us than the utmoſt 
< Hazard of our Lives that could be; ſo unwilling 
© were we, ſo tender were we, ſo deſirous were we, 
© if it were poſſible, that theſe Men might have quit 
© their Places with Honour: And, truly, this I am 
the longer upon, becauſe it hath been, in our 


© Hearts and Conſciences, our Juſtification ; and 


© hath never yet been imparted thoroughly to the 
Nation; and we had rather begin with you to 
© do it, than to have done it before; and do think 
© indeed that theſe Tranſactions be more proper for 
< a verbal Communication than to have been put in 


Writing. I doubt whoſoever had put it into Wri- 


ting, would have been tempted to have dipt his 
Pen in Anger and Wrath; but Affairs being at 
© this Poſture, that we ſaw plainly and evidently, 
< in ſome critical Things, that the Cauſe of the 

Keitel Thing; truly then 


© be the Hands that muſt be truſted with it; and 
then we thought it high Time for us to look about 


us, and to be ſenſible of our Duty. If I ſhould 
take up your Lime to tell you what Inftances we 


© have to ſatisfy our Judgments and Conſciences 


_ © that theſe Things were not vain Imaginations, 


that were petitioned for, but that fell within the 


, + Compaſs 


 , 


6 Compaſs of our certain Knowledge and Senſe ; Inter-regnums 


© ſhould I repeat theſe Things to you, I thould do 
that which I wag ets to rake into theſe 
Things too much. Only this: If Anybody were 


in Competition for any Place of real and ſignal 
* Truſt, how hard and difficult a Thing it were to 


« get any Thing to be carried without making Par- 
« ties, without Things indeed unworthy of a Par- 
© liament; and he Thins muſt be carried ſo in 
© a Supreme Authority, indeed I think it is not as 
© it ought to be. But when it came to other Tri- 
* als, in that Caſe of /F/ales, which I muſt confeſs, 
for my own Part, I ſet myſelf upon; if I ſhould 
inform what Diſcountenance that Buſineſs of the 
poor People of God there had, who had Men 
watching over them like ſo many Wolves, ready 
© to catch the Lamb as ſoon as-it was brought out 
© into the World : How ſignally they threw that 
© Buſineſs under foot, to the diſcountenancing of the 
© honeſt People there, and the countenancing of the 
© malignant Party of this Commonwealth, f need 
© but ſay it was ſo; many have felt, by 1 8 8 
© rience, it was ſo, who will better impart; that 
« Buſineſs to you, which (for myſelf and Fellow- 
Officers) I think was as perfect a Trial of 
© their Spirits as any Thing; it being known to 
many of us, that God kindles a Seed there, in- 
© deed, hardly to be paralleF'd fince the primitive 
I would this had been all the Inſtances ; but 
© finding which Way their Spirits went, and find- 
© ing that Good was never intended to the People 
© of God; I mean, when I ſay ſo, that large Com- 
« prehenſion of them under the ſeveral Forms of 
«© Godlineſs in this Nation; when I ſaw that Ten- 
© derneſs was forgotten to them all, (though it was 
very true hank their Hands and Means, thro? 
| © the Bleſſing of God, they fat where they did) and 
Affairs (not to ſpeak it boaſtingly) had been in- 
s ſtrumentally brought to that Iſſue they were 


© brought to by the Hands of thoſe poor Creatures, 


= 


© we thought this an evil Requital, I will not ſay 
Vor. XX. L ' they 
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| 8 2 they mou at the uttermoſt ©) of e | 
* altho' I could ſay that in one Thing, the Regu- 
Joly. lation of the Tan ſo much groaned under in * 
Foſture it now is in, there were many Words ſpo- 
© ken for it; we know, many Months together was 
not Time enough to paſs over one Word called 
© Incumbrances, 1 ſay, finding that this was the 
© Spirit and Complexion of them, that tho' theſe 
© were Faults for which no Man ſhould have dared. 
: fo lift his Hand, fimply for theſe Faults and Fail- 
gs, yet when we ſaw their Intendment was to 
*- perpgtuate themſelves and Men of this Spirit, for 
ſome had it from their own Mouths, from their 
| © own Deſigns, who could not endure to hear of 
| I pein Gele ; this was an high Breach of 
8 Tru, if they had been a Parliament never vio- 
© Jated, fitting as free and as clear as ever any fat 
in Englond; yet if they would go about . 
tuate themſelves, we did think this to be ſo high. 
© a Breach of Truſt, as greater could not be. And 
© we did not go by Guels in this; and, to be out 
© of Doubt m it, we (having. that 'Conference 
© among ourſelves, whereof. we gave Account). 
did defire once more, the Night before the Diſ- 
©folution, (and it had been in our Deſires ſome 
two or three Days before) that we might ſpeak. 
© with ſome of the principal Perſons of the Houſe, 
© that we might, with Ingenuity, open our Hearts 
© to them, to the end we might be either convinced 
© of the Ground of their Principles and Intentions. 
© to the Good of the Nation; or, if we could not 
© be convinced, they would hear our Offer, or Ex- 
© pedient, to prevent this Miſchief; and indeed we 
could not prevail for two or three Days, till the 
Night before the Diſſolution. There is 4 Touch 
© of this in that our Declaration; we had often de- 
© ſired it, and at that Time-attained it; ther were 
above twenty of them who were Members, none 
© of the leaſt Conſideration for Intereſt and Ability, 
© with whom we-delired to diſcourſe thoſe Things, 
| and had Diſcourſe with them; and it pleaſed the 
© Gentlemen Officers of the Army ts-delire 77 to 
hs ; | nnn 
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© offer theit᷑ Senſe to them, and indeed it was ſhortly 


© carried thus : We told them the Reaſon of our 
© Defire to wait upon them was, to know what Se- 
© curity we had in the Way of their proceeding fo 
6 bali, Act f 

© wherein they had made a few Qualifications; 
© ſuch as they were; but how the whole Buſi- 
« neſs ſhould be executed we had no Account of, 
© which we deſired them to give us; for we 
thought we had an Intereſt in our Lives, E- 


«© ſtates, and Families, as well as the worſt People 


© of the Nation, and that we might be bold to afk 
Satisfaction in that; and if they did proceed in 


1663. 
* 4 
July. 


y with their Act for a new. Repreſentative, 


© honeſt Ways, as might be ſafe to the Nation, 


ve might acquieſce therein. When we preſſed 
them to give Satisfaction in this, the Anſwer 
was, That nothing could be good for the Nation 
© but the Continuance of this Parliament. We 


© wondered that we ſhould have ſuch a Return; 


© we ſaid little to that. | 

But ſeeing they would not give us that which 
© might ſatisfy us that their Way was honeſt 
and ſafe, they would give us Leave to make our 
Odbjections: We did tell them, That we thought 
© that Way they were going in would be imprac- 
© ticable: We could not tell them how it would 


© be brought to paſs, to ſend out an Act of Parlia- 


ment into the Country, to have Qualifications in 


© an AR to be the Rules of Electors and Elected, 


© and not to know who ſhould execute this ; de- 
© firing to know whether the next Parliament were 
© not like to conſiſt of all Preſbyterians ? Whether 
$ thoſe Qualifications would hinder them, or Neu- 
© ters? And though it be our Defire to value and 
« efteem Perſons of that Judgment, only they ha- 
© ving, as we know, defited' this Cauſe and Inte- 
© reſt upon the King's Account, and on that Cloſure 
© between them and the Neighbour Nation, we do 
« think we muſt confeſs we had as good have deli- 
© yered up our Cauſe into the Hands of any, as in- 
to the Hands of intereſted and biafſs'd Men; for 
© it is one Thing to = friendly and brotherly; 

FX 2 | to 
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Ferer-regnum, © to bear with, and love, a Perfon of another Judg- 
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ment in Religion; another Thing to have any 


2 7 © ſo far ſet into the Saddle upon that Account, as- 


© that it ſhould, be in them to have all the reſt of 
© their Brethren at Mercy. Having had this Diſ- 
© courſe, making theſe Objections of brin ing in 
© Neuters, or ſuch as ſhould impoſe upon their Bre- 
© thren, or ſuch as had given Teſtimony to the 
© King's Party; and objecting to the Danger of it, 
in drawing the Concourſe of all People to arrai 
every individual Perſon, which indeed did fall 

© viouſly in, (and the Iſſue would certainly have been 
© the putting it into the Hands of Men that had little 
Affection to this Cauſe) it was confeſſed by ſome 


_ © that theſe Objections did lye: But Anſwer was 


made by a very eminent Perſon, at the ſame 
© Time as before, That nothing would five the 
© Nation but the Continuance of this Patliament. 
© This being ſo, we humbly propoſed an Expedient 
© of ours, which was indeed to deſire that the Go- 
© vernment, being in that Condition it was, and 
© Things being under ſo much ill Senſe abroad, 
© and fo likely to come to Confuſion in every Re- 
< ſpect, if it went on; we then deſired they would 
© devolve the Truſt over to Perſons of Honour and 


- © Integrity, that were well known, Men well af- 


© fected to Religion and the Intereſt of the Nation; 
© which we told them, and was confefled, had 
© been no new Thing, when theſe Nations had been 
© under the like Hurly-burly and Diſtractions; and 
© it was confeſſed by them, it had been no new 
© Thing. We had been at Labour to get Precedents 
© to convince them of it; and we told them thoſe- 
Things we offered, out of that deep Senſe we had 


© of the Good of the Nation, and the Cauſe of 


* Chrift; but were only anſwered That nothing 
would fave the Nation but the Continuance of 
© that Parliament, Altho' they would not ſay they 
would Er it, at that Time leaft of all, 
© yet we found their Endeavours did directly tend to 


© it; for they gave us this Anſwer, That the Thipgs. 


© we had offered were of a tender and very Wh ty 
0 n :  ©Con- 


of ENGLAND. 165 
« Conſideration. They did make Objections how  Inter-regnum.. 
< we ſhould raiſe Money, and ſome other Objec- 15633. 
tions: We told them, that that we offered as an W «A 
Expedient, becauſe we thought it better than that Jah. 
for which no Reaſon was, or Thought would be 
given. We deſired them to lay the Thing ſe- 
© riouſly to Heart: They told us they would take 
* Conſideration of theſe. Things till the Morning; 
. © that they would ſleep · upon them. And I think 
that there was ſcarce any Day that there fat above 
© 50, 52, or 53. At the * two or three 
*  * of the Chief Ones, the very chiefeſt of them, did 
tell us, That they would endeavour the ſuſpend- 
© ing the Proceedings of the Repreſentative the 
next Day, *till they had a further Conference, 
© and we 00 acquieſce; and had Hope, if our Ex- 
pedient could take up a loving Debate, that the 
next Day we ſhould have ſome ſuch Iſſue thereof 
as would have given a Satisfaction to all. 
They went away late at Night; and the next 
Morning, we 26, Coat how to order that which 
ve had to offer to them when they were to meet 
in the Evening, Word was brought they were 
« proceeding with a Repreſentative, with all the 
5 Ea rneſs they could. We did not believe Perſons 
© of ſuch Quality could do it. A ſecond and a third 
© Meſſenger told us they had almoſt finiſhed it, and 
© had brought it to that Ine, with that Haſte as had 
never been known before; leaving out the Things 
© that did neceſſarily relate to due GualiGcations, 1 
© we have heard ſince; and reſolved to make it a 
Paper Bill, not to engroſs it, that they might make 
© the quicker Diſpatch of it: Thus to have thrown 
all the Liberties of the Nation anto the Hands that 
© never bled for it : Upon this Account we thought 
© it our Duty not to ſuffer it, and upon this the 
© Houſe was diſſolved. 
This we tell you, that you may ſo know that 
© what hath been done in the Diſſolution of this 
Parliament, was as neceſſary to be done as the 
© Preſervation of this Cauſe ; and that Neceſſity 
that led us to do that, hath brought us to this 
| 4 22h Ius 
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Iſſue of exerciſing. an extraofdinary Way and 


© Courſe to draw | yourſelves together upon this 
* Account, as you are Men who know the Lord, 


and have. made Obſervations of his marvelous . 


Diſpenſations, and may be | truſted with this 


© Cauſe. It remains (for I ſhall not acquaint you 


* further with what relates to your taking upon 
vou this great Buſineſs, that being contained in 
this Paper in my Hand, which I do offer pre- 
© ſently to you to read) having done that which we 
thought to have done upon this Ground of Ne- 
ceſſityj, which we know was not feigned Neceſ- 
« fity, but real and true, to the end the Govern- 
ment might not be at a Loſs; and to the end we 
* might manifeſt to the World the Singleneſs of 
our Hearts and Integrity, who did thoſe Things, 
not to graſp after the Power ourſelves to keep it 
in a Military Hand, no not for a Day; but, as 


. * far as God enables us with Strength and Ability, 


to put it into the Hands that might be called from 
* ſeveral Parts of the Nation: This Neceſſity, I ſay, 
* and we hope may ſay, for ourſelves, this Integrity, 
of labouring to diveſt the Sword of all Power an 

Authority in the Civil Adminiſtration of it, hath 
been that that hath moved us to conclude of this 
* Courſe; and, having done that, we think we can- > 
© not, with the Diſcharge of our Conſciences, but 
© offer ſoinewhat unto you, as I ſaid before, for our 
+ own Exoneration; it having been the Practice of 
others who have voluntarily, and out of Serie of 
© Duty, diveſted themſelves, and devolved the Go- 
< vernment into the Hands of others; it having 
been the Practice where ſuch Things have been 
done, and very gonſonaht to Reaſon, together 
with the Authority to lay a Charge in ſuch a Way 
as we hope we do, and to preſs to the Duty, 
© which we have a Word or two to offer to you. 

- © Truly God hath called you to this Work, by 
t (I think) as wonderful Providences as ever paſs'd 
upon the Sons of Men in fo ſhort a Time. And 
t truly, I think, taking the Argument of Neceſſity, 
+ (for the Government muſt not fall) taking ow 
5 8311 | — p- 
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© Appearances of. the Will of God in this Thing, 
I am ſure you would have been loath it ſhould 
have been reſigned into the Hands of wicked Men 
and Enemies, I am ſure God would not have it 
« ſo: It comes therefore to you / by way of Neceſ- 
* ſity ; it comes to you by the Way of the wife 
Providence of God, tho' through weak Hands: 
And therefore, I think, it coming through our 
Hands, tho' ſuch as we are, it may not be taken 
ill, if we offer to you ſomething as to the Diſ- 
charge of that Truſt Which is incumbent upon 
you. And although I feem to ſpeak that which 
* may have the Face of a Charge, it is 4 very 
© humble one; and he that means to be a Servant 
© to you, who are called to the Excerciſe of the 
Supreme Authority, to diſcharge that which he 
* conceives is his Duty, in his own and his Fellows 
Names; to you who, I hope, will take it in good 
Part. And, truly, I ſhall not hold you long in 
© that, becauſe I hope it is written in your Hearts 
to approve yourſelves: to God; only this Scrip- 
© ture I ſhall remember to you, which hath been 
© much upon my Spirit, Hoſea, xi. 12. Yet Judah 
* raleth with God, and 1s faithful among the Saints; 
it is ſaid before, Ephraim did compaſs God abort 
with Lyes, and Iſrael with Deceit : How God 
* hath been compaſſed about with Faſtings and 
« 'Thankſgivings, and other Exerciſes and Franf- 
actions, I think we have all to lament. Why, 
* truly you are called by God to rule with him and 
© for him; and you are called to be faithful with 
* the Saints, who have been ſomewhat inſtrumen- 
s tal to your Call: He that ruleth over Alen, the 
© Scripture ſaith, mul be juſt, ruling in the Fear of 
© God. n 
© And, truly, it is better that we ſhould pray 
for you than counſel you to exerciſe the Judg- 
ment of Mercy and Truth; I ſay, it is better 
that we ſhould pray for you than to adviſe you. 
< Aſk Wiſdom from Heaven (which I am con- 
5 kkdent many Thouſands of Saints do this pets 

. ' * 
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© and have done, and will do, through the Permiſ- 
© fion of God, and his Aſſiſtance) to adviſe you: 
Only, truly, I thought of a Scripture likewiſe, 
© that ſeems to be but a Sctipture of common Ap- 
« plication to every Man as a Chriſtian, wherein he 
© is counſelled to aſk Wiſdom; and he is told what 
is that Wiſdom that is from above; it is pure, 
© peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of good 
Fruits, without Partiality, without Hypecriſy ; 


and my Thoughts ran thus _ that the 
ru 


© executing of the Judgment of h, (for that is 
the Judgment that you muſt have Wiſdom from 
© above for, and that is pure, that will teach you to 
execute the Judgment of Truth) and then, if 
God give you Hearts to be eaſy to be intreated, 
© to be peaceable Spirits, to be full of good Fruits, 
* bearing good Fruits to the Nation, to Men as 
Men, to the People of God, to all in their ſeveral 
Stations; this Wiſdom will teach you to execute 


© © the Judgment of Mercy and Truth. And I have 


© little more to ſay to this ; I ſhall rather bend my 
Prayers for you in that Behalf, as I ſaid before, 
and I know many others do alſo. Truly, the 
judgment of Truth will teach you to be as juſt to- 
© wards an Unbeliever as towards a Believer, and it 
© is our Duty todo fo. I confeſs I have often ſaid it 
* fooliſhly, if I would miſcarry I would rather do 
© it to a Believer than to an-Unbeliever ; perhaps 
it is a Paradox; but let us take heed of doing it 
© to either, exerciſing Injuſtice to either; if | 
© fill our Hearts with ſuch a Spirit as doſes; and 
© Paul had, which was not only a Spirit for the 
© Believers among the People of God, but for the 
© whole People, he would have died for them; and 
© ſo faith Paul to his Countrymen, according to 
the Fleſh, he could have died for them: Truly 
this will help us to execute the Judgment of 
© Truth and Mercy alſo. e e: 
A ſecond Thing is, to deſire you would be 
© faithful with the Saints; and I hope, whatever 
others may think, it ought to be to us all . 
- 8 c 
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© of rejoicing, that as one Perſon, our Saviour, was tnter-regnum. 
touched with our Infirmities, that he might be 26533. 
« pitiful, I think this Aſſembly, thus called, is very. 
© much troubled with the common Infirmity of - 
s the Saints, and I hope that will teach you to pity 
© others ; that ſo Saints of one Sort may not be our 
© Intereſt ; but that we may have Reſpect unto all, 
© though of different Judgments: And if I did ſeem 
to ſpeak any Thing that might ſeem to reflect 
© upon thoſe of the Preſbyterian Judgment, I think 
* if you have not an Intereſt of Love for them, you 
© will hardly anſwer this Faithfulneſs to his Saints. 
I confeſs, in my Pilgrimage, and ſome Exerciſes 
J have had abroad, I did read that Scripture 
© often in Iſaiab, xli. 19. when God gave me 
and ſome of my Fellows what he would do there 
and elſewhere, which he perform'd for us: And 
S what would he do ? to what End? / hat he might 
plant in the Wilderneſs the Cedar and the Shittah 
© Tree, and the Myrtle Tree and the Palm Tree to- 
* zether. To what End? That they might know, 1 
© and conſider, aud underſland together that the Hand | / 
© of the Lord hath done this, and that the Lord hath 
created it; that he hath wrought all Salvation and 
© Deliverance which he hath wrought for the Good 
6 of the whole Flock : Therefore I beſeech you (but 
I think I need not) have a Care of the whole 
Flock; love all the Sheep, love the Lambs; love 
© all, and tender all, and cheriſh all, and counte- 
© nance all in all Things that are good; and if the 
'© pooreſt Chriſtian, the moſt miſtaken Chriſtian, a 
* ſhould defire to live peaceably and quietly un- | 
© der you, ſoberly and humbly deſire to lead a 
© Life in Godlineſs and Honeſty, let him be pro- 
© teted. | | 
I think I need as little adviſe you concerning 
© the Propagation of the Goſpel, and encouraging 
* ſuch Miniſters, and ſuch a Miniſtry as be faithful 
© int the Land, upon whom the true Character is; 
Men that have truly received the Spirit for ſuch 
5 a Uſe, which Chriſtians will be well able to di- 
f *. * cover 
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Later. regnum. cover, and do; Men that have received Gifts 
195. < for: the; Work before mentioned ſrom him that 

3 aſcenuled on high, and led Captivity captive And 

* truly the Apoſtle, Romans xii. when he had fum- 

med up all the Mercies of God and the Goodneſs 

© of God; and had diſcourſed of the Foundations of 

© the Goſpel, and of the ſeveral Things that are the 

Subject of his Diſcourſe in the firſt eleven Chap- 

\ © ters; after he had beſought them to offer up tbeir 

© Souls and Badies a living Sacrifice to God, he be- 

« ſeecheth not toe/ffeem more highly of themſelves than 

© they ought, but that they would be humble and 

< ſober minded, and not ſtretch themſelves beyond 

< their Line; but would have a Regard to thoſe 

© that had received Gifts to-thoſe Uſes there men- 

« tioned. I ſpeak not (it is far from my Heart) for a 

« Miniftry deriving itſelf thro? the Papacy, and pre- 

' © tendingto that which is ſo much inſiſted upon to 

© be Succeſſion: The true Sueceſſton is thro? the 

Spirit, given in that Meaſure that the Spirit is gi- 

= e ven; and that is a right Succeſſion : But I need 
£ not diſcourſe of theſe Things to you; I am perſua- 

© ded:you are taught of God in a greater Meaſure 

© than myſelf in theſe Things. Indeed I have but 

one Word more to ſay, and that is, (though in 

< that perhaps I ſhall ſhew my Weakneſs) by wy 

© of Encouragement to you to go on in this Work 

And give me Leave to begin thus: I confeſs I 

© never look'd to fee ſuch a Day as this; it may 
be nor you, when Jeſus Chrijt ſhall be own'd as 
dhe is this Day, and in this World: Feſus Cbriſt 

is own'd this Day by yon all; and you own 

bim by your Willingneſs in appearing here; 

and you manifeſt this, as far as poor Creatures 

© can, to be a Day of the Power of Chriſt by your 

© Willingneſs, I know you remember that Scrip- 

ture in Pſalm cx. . The Peple' ſhall be willing 

in the Day of thy Power : God doth manifeſt it 

to be a Day of the Power of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
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1 _ © Having thro' fo much Blood and ſo much Trials 
1 © as have been upon theſe Nations, made this to 


de one of the great Ifſuesgthereof : To have a 
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© People call'd to the Supreme Authority upon 
© ſuch an avowed Accoum, God hath owned his 
Son by this; and you, by your Willingneſs, do 
oven Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore, for my Part, I 
confels I did never look to ſee ſuch a Sight. 

Pethaps you are not known by Face one to 
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another; but we muſt tell you this, that indeed 


we have not allowed ourſelves in the Choice of 
done Perſon in whom we had not this good 
Hope, that there was Faith in Jeſus Chrift, and 
Love to all his Saints and People. And thus 
© God hath own'd you in the Face and Eyes of 
* the World; and thus by your coming hither, 
© have you own'd him, as it is in 1/aiah xhii. 21. 
* (it is an high Expreſſion, and look to your own 
© Hearts whether now or hereafter God ſhall ap- 


«ply it to you) This People, ſaith he, have 1 form- 


© ed for myſelf, that they might ſhew forth my 
* Brie "yn $ a — 97 lace, my hope, 
© not unfitly 2 God apply it to each of your 
Hearts. I ſhall not deſcant upon the Words; 
they are plain; you are as like the forming of 
God as ever People were. If any Man ſhould 


aſk you one by one, and ſhould tender a Book 


© to you, you would dare to ſwear, that neither 
directly nor indirectly did you ſeek to come hi- 
ther: You have been paſhye in coming hither, 
in being call'd hither; and that is an active 
Word. 

© This Ptople I have form'd. Conſider the Cir- 
* cumſtances by which you are called rogether ; 
through what Difficulties, through what Strivings, 
through what Blood, you are come hither. Nei- 
ther you nor I, nor no Man living, three Months 
ago, had a Thought to have feen ſuch a Com- 
* pany taking upon them, or rather being called to, 
0 2 Authority; and therefore own your 
6 


Indeed, I think, as it may be truly ſaid, that 


F never. Was a Supreme Authotigy conſiſting of ſo 
numerous a Body as you are, which I believe are 
4 L | © above 


* 
+ 
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above 140, who were ever in the Supreme Autho- 
rity, under ſuch a Notion, in ſuch a Way of owning 


of God, and being owned by him; and therefore 
I fay alſo, never a People formed for ſuch a Pur- 
| © poſe, fo called; if it were a Time to compare your 


Standing with thoſe that have been called by the 
© Suffrages of the People. Who can tell how ſoon 
© God may fit the People for ſuch a Thing, and 
© who would deſire any Thing more in the World 
but that it might be ſo? I would all the Lord's 
2 2 were Prophets; I would they were fit to 
© be called, and fit to call; and it is the Longing of 
© our Hearts to ſee them once own the Intereſt of 
© Feſus Chriſt: And give me Leave to ſay, if I know 
any Thing in the World, what is there more like 
© to win the People to the Intereſt and Love of God ? 
© Nay what a Duty will lie upon you, to have your 
© Converſation ſuch, as that they may love you; 
© that they may ſee you lay out your Time and Spi- 
© rits for them? Is not this the moſt likely Way to 
© bring them to their Liberties ? And do you not 
© by this put it upon God to find the Time and the 
< Seaſon for it? By pouring forth his Spirit; at 
© leaſt, by convincing them that, as Men fearing 
God have fought them out of their Thraldom 
© and Bondage under the Regal Power, fo Men 
«© fearing God rule them in the Fear of God, and 
© take to adminiſter Good. unto them. But 
© this is ſome Digreſſion: I ſay, own your Call; for 
© indeed it is marvelous and it is of God, and it 
* hath been unprojected, unthought of by you and 
us; and that hath been the Way God hath dealt 
© with us all along to keep Things from our Eyes; 
© that in what we have acted we have ſeen nothing 
© before us; which alſo is a Witneſs in ſome Mea- 
©ſure to our Integrity. I ſay, you are called with 
© a high Call, and why ſhould we be afraid to ſay 
or think, that this Way may be the Door to uſhet 
in Things that God hath promiſed/and prophe- 
* fied of, and towſet the Hearts of his People to 


wait for and expect ? We know who they are 


© that 


SY 
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© that ſhall war with the Lamb againſt kis Enemies; Iater-regnuas, 


© they ſhall be a People called, choſen, and faith- 
« ful; and in the Military Way, (we muſt ſpeak 
© it without Flattery) I believe you know it, he 
© hath acted with them, and for them, and now in 
© the Civil Power and Authority; and theſe are 
© not ill Prognoſtications for that Good we wait 
for. | 

© Indeed I do think ſomething is at the Door, 
© we are at the Threſhold ; — therefore it be- 
comes us to lift up our Heads, and to encourage 
© ourſelves in the Lord: And we have ſome of us 
6 n e it our Duty to endeavour this Way, not 
* vainly looking on that Propheſy in Daniel, And 
© the Kingdom all not be delivered to another People. 


© Truly God hath brought it into your Hands, by 


© his owning, and bleſſing, and calling out a Mili- 
* tary Power; God hath perſuaded their Hearts to 
© be inſtrumental in calling you; and this hath been 
* ſet upon our Hearts, and upon all the Faithful 
in the Land; it may be that it is not our Duty 
to deliver it over to any other People, and that 
« Scripture may be fulfilling now to us: But I may 
© be beyond my Line. But I thank God I have 
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my exerciſed in theſe Things, and ſo 1 


am perſuaded are yours: Truly, ſeeing that theſe 
Things are fo, that you are at the Edge of the 
Promiſes and Prophecies; at leaſt, if there were 
neither Promiſe for this nor Propheſy, you co- 
© vet the beſt Things, you endeavour after the 
< beſt Things; and as I have ſaid elſewhere, if I 


© were to chuſe the meaneſt Officer in the Army 


© or Commonwealth, I would chuſe a godly Man 
© that hath Principles, eſpecially where Truſt is to 
be committed, becauſe I know where to have a 
© Man that hath Principles. I believe if any Man 
of you ſhould chuſe a Servant you would do ſo; 
and I would all our Magiſtrates were ſo choſen ; 
there may be good Effects of this. It is our Duty 
to chuſe Men that fear the Lord to praiſe the 
Lord, yea ſuch as the Lord forms for himſelf, 

* and he expects not Praiſes from others: This be- 


174 Te Parliamentary His roxy 


Iater-eeenum. ing ſo, it puts me in Mind of another Scripture 

1653 © Palm, 4xviii. 22. which indeed is a glorious Pro- 
pheſy, and I am perſuaded of the Goſpel, or it 

hl may be of the Fequs allo; there it is propheſied, 

He will bring bis People again out of the Depths 

8 2 Sea, at once he led Iſrael through the Red 

Sea. And it may be ſome do think God is bring- 

ing the Fews home to their Station from the Iles 

* of the Sea: Surely when God ſets up the Glory 

* of the Goſpel Church, it ſhall be a Gathering 

* People out of deep Waters, out of the Multi- 

* tude of Waters; ſuch are his People drawn out 

_ © of the Multitudes of the Nations, and People of 

the World. And that Pſalm will be very glori- 

* ous in many other Parts of it, Mben he gave the 

* Hord, great was the Company of them that pub- 

* liſhed it; Kings of the Armies did flee apace, and 

Hue that tarried at hame divided the Spoil: And 

© although ye have lain among the Pots yet ſhall ye be 

© as the Hings of a Dove covered with Silver, and 

© ber Feathers with _ Gold. And indeed the 
Triumph of that Plalm is exceeding high and 

| | © great, and God is accompliſhing it; and for the 

© Cloſe of it, that cloſeth with my Heart, and I am 

© pexſuaded will with yours alſo, that God ſhakes 

{ „Hills and Mountains and they reel; and God 
| | © hath a Hill too, and his Hill is as the Hill of Ba- 


© han; and the Chariats of God are 20,000 of 
Angels, and God will dwell upon this Hill for 
ever. 5 5 n 7 
Truly, I am ſorry that I have troubled you, 
iin ſuch a Place of Heat as this is, ſo long; all 
þ | © that I have to ſay in my own Name, and in the 
1 | Names of my Fellow Officers, who have joined 
i ; < with me in this Work is, That we ſhall commend 
1 yau to the Grace of God and to the Guidance of 
1 __ © his Spirit. Having thus far ſerved you, or rather 
i. * our Lord Feſus Chrift in it, we are, as we hope, 
It. | mo © and ſhall be, ready in our Stations, according as 
_ © the Providence of God ſhall lead us, to be ſub- 
_ <{ervient to the Work of God, and the Authority 
Th © which we reckon God hath ſet over us. And 
1 71 : although 
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« although we have no formal Thing to preſent” Inter-reghum. 


© you with, to which the Hands and outward vi- 
«fible Expreſſions of the Hearts of the Officers of 
© the three Nations are ſet; yet-we may fay for them, 
© and we may ſay alſo with Confidence for our 
© Brethren at Sea, with. whom, neither in Scot- 
© land, nor Ireland, nor at Sea, hath any Artifice 
© heen uſed to perſuade their Approbations to this 
Work; yet we can ſay, that their Conſent and 


Affections hath flowed into us from all Parts be- 
* yond our Expectations : And we are confident . 


« we may ſay with all Confidence, that we have 
© had their Approbations and full Conſent, un- 
* fought indeed to the other Work; ſo that you 


© have their Hearts and Affections in this; and not 


© only they, but we have very many Papers from 
© the Churches of God throughout the Nation, 
* wonderfully both approving what hath been done 
© in removing Obſtacles, and approving what we 
© have done in this very Thing. And having ſaid 
© this, I ſhall trouble you no more; but if you will 
© bepleaſed'that this Inftrument may be read, which 


I have ſigned by the Advice of the Council of Of- 


«. ficers, we ſhall then leave you to your own 
Thoughts, and to the Guidance of God, to order 
* and diſpoſe of yourſelves for further Meetings as 
you ſhall ſee Cauſe” © a 


The Authority before cited proceeds te inſorm 
us, That when the Lord- General Cromwell had 
ended this very grave, chriſtian, and ſeaſonable 
Speechf, his Excellency produced an Inſtrument un- 
der his own Hand and Seal, whereby he did. with the 
Advice of his Officers, devolve and antruft the Su- 
preme Authority and Government of this Com- 
monwealch unto the Perſons then met; any ſorty 
of whom were to be deem'd the Supreme Autho- 
rity of the Nation, and to whom all Perſons with- 


| | in 
Mr. Carrington, in his Life of Cromwell, aſſerts, * EP 
cien 


Speech was pronounced in fo excellent a Manner, "as fu 
manifefted that (as the Lord- General himſelf was thoroughly per- 
fuaded) the Spirit of God acted in and by him. 


1653. 
Ju. 


176 - The Parliamentary His roxv 
Inter-regnum, in the ſame were to yield Obedience and Yubjec- 
10653. tion; but not to fit longer than the third of No- 
kx vember, 1654; and then other Members, being 
' called, were to fucceed them: That the ſaid In- 
ſſtrument being, by his Excellency, delivered to 
them, he did then commend them to the Grace of 
God. After which, his Lordſhip and the Officers 
being withdrawn, the ſaid Perſons ſo met, and ha- 
ving the Supreme Authority put into their Hands, 
after a ſhort Space, adjourn'd untill the. Morning, 
and appointed to meet where the late Parliament 
ſat; there to keep that Day in Faſting and Prayer, 
to ſcek God for Direction in this great Work, 
and for his Preſence and Bleſſing therein; and all 
the ſaid Perſons at their Meeting, and all the Time 
of their being together, manifeſted à very great 
Chearfulneſs and Willingneſs to this Work.?“ 

Before we enter upon the Proceedings of thi 
Convention, we ſhall firſt exhibit a Lift of he 
Names of the Perſons of whom it conſiſted, with 

the Places they were ſummoned to repreſent, via. 


has of the: F BEDFORDSHIRE, , : Curcmine. | 
Perſons to whom Nathaniel Taylor, Col. Robert Duckenfield, 
ted the S — Edward Cater. | Henry Birkhead. 
— | chad 3 „ CornwaALL. 
Samuel Dunch, . Col. Robert Bennet, 
Vincent Goddard, 5 4 . ow 5 
'. , 
* . John Bawaen. ' 
- BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. CUMBERLAND. 
2 Fleetwood, Col. Robert Fenwick. 
Baldwin. 
£ W W DerBySHIRE. 
"=P Fervaſe Bennet, 
Eons, 2 Lee Beru, 
French, D voNsRHIRE. 
22 Caftle, George Moncte, one of 
damuci *. the Generals at Sea, 
* | | En en 
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| er Carew, 
ajor Thomas OG 
Chriftapher Martin, 


2. Eriſey, « 


Francis Rouſe, Speaker“, | 


Richard Sweet. 


Bets 
Col. William Sydenham, 
Col. John Bingham. © 


DurHam: | 
Henry Daviſon. 


' Es88x, 
Col. Peachim Matthews, 
Henry Barrington, 
Jobn Brewfter, 
Chriſtopher Earl, 
Dudley Templer. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
ohn Crofts, 
Villiam Neaſt, 
Robert Holmes. 


Hinzronxpshiz k. 
Mroth Rogers, 
Jobn Herring. 


Han rrünp tun!. 
Col. Henry Laurence, 
11 lam Reeve. 0 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE, 
Col. Edward Montagu, 
Stephen Fee. 


| KEN r. 
N Lord Viſcount Liſle, 
Vor. XX. 


d Provoſt of Eaton College, and Member fir 77 bp 2 
Parliament, 


Col. Thomas Blount, © 
Col. William Kenrick, 
William Cullen, 
Andrew Broughton. 


LANCASHIRE. 
Cal. William Mat, 
Jobn Saturey, . 
Robert Cunliffe. 


\ LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Col. Henry Danvers, 
Edward Smith, 

John Pratt. 


LiNCOLNSHIRE. 
Sir William Brownlow, 
Richard Cuſt, 
Barnaby Bowtell, 


- Humpbry Walctt, | 


William Thompſon. 


M1pDLESEX. 


Sir William Roberts, £ 


Auguſtine Wing field, 
Arthur Squibb, _ 


London, . 


Ald. Jahn Treton,.. 


Samuel Moyer, 5 


apt. d tone 
Henry rk g 


| tor wg Barbone. | 


MonouTHOHIRE. / 


WA 1 


| "0 FOR et * 


2 


War 


Robert . ( 
M N Tobias 


He 3 2 Tranſlation of the Pſa/ms, 
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Toke 
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| rn,  Tobigs Frere, MES WS A 
| 2 Ralph Volmer, Jacob Calm, 
W Henry King rancis Brewſler, 
Joly. William Burton. EKobert Dunn, 
a | Col. John Clar h, 3 
NorTHAMPTonSHIRE. Edward Thallus. 
Sir Gilbert Pickering, Bt. 
Thomas Bros. SunnEyY. 
Samuel Highland, 
NonTHUMBERLAND. Lawrence March. 
* ell. l 
| | Sussex. 


NoTTINGHAMSHIRE, Anthony Stapelay, . 
Jobn 2 J illiam Spence, 


Edward Clu ddt. Narbania ang. 
| 'Oxronnemms, WARWICKSHIRE. | 
| | Sir Charles Walſeley, 225 St. Nicholas, 
. William Draper. 38 ichard Lage. 
| | | Dr. Jonathan Goddar d. 
il | Wers a. 
| RUTLANDSHIRE. Charles Hows 1 
' Major Raw. Harſeman, © 
. * Wake! 9, 
William Bottre Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper, 
Thomas Baker. , Nicholas G reen, 
Thomas Bre. 1 


2 be rene | Ws 


Generals at Sea, Mai or Richard 755 
Col. John Pine, 9 1 e Jebn Jane. a, 
Dennis Holliftor, G6 | Wan rrp 8 
. "+ Yornkouins. 


I nas bo een DRY Gearge Lord Eure, 
Cal. Richard e 2 Strickland, 
Richard Majt 1.7 Francis Laſceltes,) , 
Jabs Hil Jobn Lal, 
Bild ae Hf 0 Dighenſon, 

| hk, Thomas . 
1555 Bellt, + Roger Coats, 0 
th Chetan. GALL Fs Gill. 
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"WAL E S. Jol Swinton, © 
Bu Aae | uliam Lockbart, ' 
ames Philips, | Le . 
ohn Wittlams, | 
ugh Courteney, TRELA N D. 
Richard Price, | "Si Robert Ning, 
John Brown. Dol. Fobn He ſony" 


SCOTLAND. Col. John Clark," 
Sir James Hope, of Hop- Col. Daniel Hutchinſon, 
„ Vincent Cootin. 


ri go Brodit, l * 


Inter-regnum, 


We ſhall now look into the Hiſtorians of the Their Character. 


Times for the Characters of theſe Perſons, who, 
in this Unconſtitutional Manner, took upon them 
the Supreme Authority of Three Nations. 
Lord Clarendon d writes, That there were 
er them divers of the Quality and Degree of 
Gentlemen, and who had Eſtates, ** ſuch a Pro- 
portion of Credit and Repytation as could confiſt 
with the Guilt they had contracted: But that 
much the major Part of them conſiſted of inferior 
Perſons, of no Quality or Name, Artificers of the 
meaneſt Traces known only by their Gifts in 
praying and preaching, which was now prattiſed 
by all $ of Men, but Scholars, throughout 
che Kin And in this Number, that there 
might be a better Judgment made of the reſt, his 
Lordfhip tho it not amiſs to name one, from 
whom that Parliament itfelf was afterwards deno- 
minated, who was Praiſe-God Barbone, a Lea- 
| therſeller i in Fleet-fireet;” from whom, he being an 
eminent Speaker in it, it was afterwards call'd 
Pratiſe-God Barbene's Parliament: And that, in 
a Word, they were generally à Pack of weak 
ſenſeleſs Fellows; fit only to bring the Name and 
Repurntiols of Parliaments lower than it was yet.” 
Another Contemporary © ſtyles them © A Set of 
Men for the moſt Part of . ſuch mean and ignote 
M 2 pil. — 
4 Hiſto „ Vol. VI. $vo Edit. p. 432. 
c F 5 on, or the be Life and Death, Birth and Burial, of Qliver 
Cromwell, by Mr, 4 Heath, p. 1 37s 


—„—-—— — — 
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| (who, having good Intentions, were le 
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Extraction that ſo far were they from being taken 


Notice of by their Shires, each of whom (but two 


or three) repreſented, that they were ſcarce known 
| Towns where they were born, or after- 
wards inhabited, till the Exciſe, then Committees 
for Sequeſtration, and the War in the reſpective 
Counties, made them infamouſſy known: And 
that the reſt were of Cromwel!'s Partizans in th 
Parliament and High Court of Juſtice. 
Mr, Whitlacke ® remarks, '* That many of this 
Aſſembly deing Perſons of Fortune and Know- 
ledge, it was much wondered by ſome that they 
would at this Summons, and from ſuch Hands, 
take upon 'them the Supreme Authority of this 
Nation, conſidering how little Authority Cromwel? 
and his Officers had to give it, or theſe Gentlemen 
to take it. Ns | 


We ſhall conclude the Character of the Mem- 


bers of this Convention with Mr. Ludlow *; This 


Aemorialift' informs us, That many of the 
Members of this Aſſembly had manifeſted. a good 
Affection to the Public Cauſe; but ſome there were 
among them who were brought in as Spies and 
Trepanners; and though they had been always of 
the contrary Party, made the higheſt Pretenſions 


to Honeſty, and the Service of the Nation: That 


this Aſſembly. therefore being compoſed, for the 
moſt Part, of honeſt and well-meaning Perſons, 

s. ready. to 
ſuſpect the evil Deſigns of others) thought them- 
ſelves in full Poſſeffion of the Power and Authority 
of the Nation, and therefore proceeded to the ma- 
king of Laws relating to the Public.“ 

Thou 


— 4 


Hiſtorians differ ſo much in their Cha- i 


racters of this Aſſembly, yet they all ſeem to agree 
in paſſing. over their Proceedings with the moſt af- 


fected Neglect: 'Fhey do little mote than mention 
their Coming together and their Diſſolution: We | 
| ' * „an eng., It 


„ Afratanials, 5 : 74 4 | WEIS a PF. 
e Mcmoirs, vai . | | | a 


Sis be ; UG, 2:26, 
There are alſo ſome Sketches of the Character of this A ſſembly 
in Thurlee's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 312, 323, 386. 


* 
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ſhall therefore 2 os ſupply this Deſect, or iner cpu. 

more probably wilful Partiality, from the Jaurnals 105% 
' of the Houſe of Commons, (which are printed with ur - "-oopad 

the ſame Exactneſs and Order as any of the fore- July: 

going legal Parliaments) _ from eben Authori- 

ties of the Times. a 


We 0 before taken Notice; That, after Croni- They meet toge- 
well had harangued the new Members at//hitehaly, ** 
and inveſted them with the Supreme Aythority of 

the Nation, they reſolved to meet at the old Parlia- 


ment- Houſe; the next Day: ao about 
Eight in the Morning,. many of them aſſe there; 
where, ſay our Authorities above cited, (which we 


chuſe to copy in their oum Style and 
to ſhew the Enthuſiaſtic —— of the Times) 


They began with ſeeking God by Prayer; and the 
Lord did fo draw forth the Hearts of them, that 


* did not find any Neceſſity to call for the Help a 
of a Miniſter, but perform'd the Service amongſt x 
themſelves; eight or ten ſpeaking in Prayer to God, 
and, ome: briefly rom the Word; minding: what 
M 3 In = 


f 9 F pony of Parliament, from 2 — 
Meeting, N 3 by ] toy Ei oxy and-lictnſed 75 
Mr. Scobe 1653 . 9 the preface to this Journal. 
we are told, That the Reaſon of printing it was to prevent falſe 
or imperfeR Accounts being obtruded upon the Public :* And in 
the Introduction to the foregoing Liſt it is ſaid, * That thete being 
an Order of the Houſe for all Petitions to be preſented by ſome 

Member, it was feceſſary that the Country ſhould know who were Yrs 
their tatives,'—The Nation was moſt certainly come to a_ 
fine Paſs, when the Counties knew not the Names of their own I 
Members, il a Lift of them was printed] 

Several Proceedings of State Affairs in England, Ireland, and - 
Scotland, Entered into be Regiſfter-Book kept by the — 1 
Stationers, according to the late 42 for Printing. Ft 

Merrurius Politicus, entered as the above. | 

An exa# Relation of the Proceedings and Tranſactions of the Par- 
Lament, dar th begun July 4, 1653, 55 a Member thertef. Printed 
for Liye hapman, at the Crown in Pope s- Head Alley; 1654. 

Theſe, and many other valuable Tracts, were Part of Biſhop + 
Moors Library, — of his Executors by his late Majeſty King 
George the Firſt, and preſented by him to the Univerſicy of — 

bridge, in 1715, That Learned Body, in Senate, was pleaſed to | 
Grace for of ſuch "20% 084 as the CES of this — a 
had Occafion for : A Favour, which they think it their Duty grate- 
fully to 9 


And declare 18 


'4 
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Inter-eegaum. the Lord General had faid to them at #biteball 
1463 the Day before; and what Expectation God's 
"nx People bad in this Commonwealth fot them to do, 
"I in the Work of the Lord; and by Prayer, ſeeking 

to God for Direction and Affiſtance in this great 

Work, and for a Bleſſing upon their Endeavours 

therein: That much of the Preſence of Chriſt, and 

his Spirit, 2 at that 8 great 
gladding of the Hearts of many; fome affirming 

{wr os enjoyed: fo much of the Spirit and Pre- 

ſence of Chriſt in any of the Meetings and Exerciſes 

of Religion in all their Lĩues, as they did that Day.” 

About Six in the Evening they proceeded to Buſi- 
neſs, and reſolved, That Francis Rouſe, Efq; be 
called to the Chair. This was the only Ceremony 
they uſed in appointing their Speaker; and it was 

-afterwards. dectared, 'F hat fuch Perfons as were 

called to the Chair, in that Manner, ſhould be 
ö ſtyled prater. A Committee was nominated to 
o to the Lord- General, and deſire him to afford 
bis Prefence and Aſſiſtance as a Member of the 
Houſe: Fhey alſo refolved that Major-General 

Lambert, Major-General Harriſon, Major-Gene- 

ral Neo „and Colonel Matthero Tomlinſon, 

ſhould'be called to fit as Members; and appointed 
. Mr. Sobel} to be their Clerk. r 


Fu b. The Queſtion being put, That the Houſe 
o on in ſeeking the Lord this Day, it paſled in the 


er tive, and Monday the 21th was appointed for 
= a eb io ART Exerciſe, They next altered ſome Mif- 
of the Common nomers in the Inſtrument for their ſitting; and then 
wealch of £2 fell into a Debate about the Style oy Title wherein 
all Addreſſes ſhould be made to the Houſe : And 
the Queſtion being put, That the Title of Parlia- 
ment be given to this Aﬀembly, the Houſe divided 
_ Into Nea, 65; Nees, 46. And che farther Debate 
concerning what Addition ſhould be made to the 
Word Parliament, was referred to the next Day, 
when theſe Words, of the Commomuealth of Eng- 

land, were added to t. 
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Nothing elſe material this Day, except appoint- Inter- regnum. 


ing Edward Birkhiad, Eſq; to be their Serjeant at 
Arms, and nominating other Officers of the Houſe; 
in which ſpecial Care was to be taken, that no Per- 
ſon ſhould be employed or admitted into their Ser- 
vice, but ſuch as they were firſt well fatisfied of 
their real Godlineſs. FN 129 


1653. 
— 
July. 


uly 9, The Houſe proceeded to elect 4 new They cleft ö now 
Council of State, though upon the laſt Foundation; Council of State. 


who were to act by the ſame Inſtructions, with 
ſome few Additions and Altetations. The Num- 
ber that was to conſtitute this Body were 15 of 
which nine were to be a x ring viz, The Lord- 
General Cromwell; the Majors General Lambert, 
Harriſon, and Deſborough ; Col. Matthew Tom- 
linſon; Sir Gilbert Pickering ; Walter Strickland 
and John Carew, Efq"*. the Colonels Philip Jones, 
2 , and William Sidenham ; Mr. Samuel Moyer, 
Col. Bennet, Major | Salway, Lieutenant- General 
Fleetwood, Mr. Richard Norton, Alderman Titch- 
burne, Col. Hewſon, Mr. Jobn Williams, Mr. How- 
ard, Mr. H. Laurence, Mr. Hollifter, Mr. Court- 
ney, the Lord Viſcount Life, Mr. Broaghton, 
Mr. Major, ' Col. 1 Mr. Thomas St. Vi- 
cholas, Sir James Hope, Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, 
and Sif Charles Wolſeley. Several Committees were 
appbinted for divers Affairs, particularly for thoſe 
of Ireland and Scotland. | 


The 11th of this Month was ſpent wholly by They fend a 
the Houſe in ſeeking the Lord, in a ſpecial Man- whole Day in 
ner, for Counſel, and a Bleſſing on the 1 1 


cf this Parliament; when about twelve of 


Members prayed and ſpoke till Four in the Aﬀtet- 


noon. The Lord-General was preſent, and it was 
a camfortable Day. | | 
We have before obſerved, That this Houſe had 
no Occaſion for a Chaplain : And from this Day 
their conſtant Method was, That as ſoon as about 
a Dozen Members were met, they began with 
Prayer; and ſo continued praying, one after _ 
ti 


_ - 
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Tater-regnum; till there was a ſufficient Number aſſembled to 


1653. make up a Houſe; and then the Speaker took the 
Wa Chair. e N ernte 
* . Fuly 12. The Houſe having ſpent the Day be- 
fore in Prayer to God for his Counſel and Direc- 
tion in their Aﬀairs, a Committee was appointed to 
draw up a Declaration, to invite-the People of this 
Commonwealth to ſeek unto the Lord for the ſame 
- Blefling; which was done accordingly, ordered to 
be printed, and ſent to the Sheriffs, Ic. of the ſe- 
vera], Counties and. Cities in England, to be by 
them publiſhed in their reſpeCtive Diſtricts, as fol- 
lows : r 
Declaration, in- © I Eing, ſince the Diſſolution of the late Parli- 
viting the wholec ament, in an extraordinary Manner, pub- 


Nation to pray 
for God's Bleſ- 
ſing upon their 
Government, 


— 


© lickly ſummoned, and required to take upon us 
© the 1 Government of England, Scotland, 
© and Ireland, and the Dominions and Territories 
© thereunto belonging; upon mature Deliberation, 
© we have judged it meet and requiſite, for the 
< preſent Peace and Safety of theſe Nations, to un- 
« dergo that great and heavy Burden. | 
And in order thereunto, we do declare our- 
c ſelves to be the Parliament of the Commonwealth 
„of England; in which we are very ſenſible of a 
great Weight lying on us, and a great Truſt re - 
< poſed in us. And although we are compaſſed a- 
© bout with much Weakneſs and — Frailty, 
yet in Integrity, we hope, we may ſpeak 
5 wo 5 the Lord That we do _ defive, and, 


A with his Aſſiſtance, ſhall endeavour todemean our- 


< ſelves in all Things, as becometh thoſe who are 


< ſet by God for the Good of all: And, in all, to be 


as tender of the Lives, Eſtates, Liberties, juſt. 


© Rights and Properties of all others, as we are of 
< ourſelves and our Poſterities, whom we expect 


.. * ſtill to be governed by ſucceſſive Parliaments. 


And although we are very tender of ng 

© Covenants or Engagements, yet we expect and 

believe that all peaceful and good People of this 
8 | | * Common- 
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© themſelves ſuitable to that Protection, Which 
© they do or may expect from us: And in this, we 
© hope, well- grounded Confidence, we thus ſpeak- 
to all the Lord's People, both in this and the 
* „ 04 Nations. e ee 

We ſhould much condemn ourſelves of very 
« great Unthankfulneſs to God, if we ſhould not 
always remember, and, upon all Occaſions, make 
Mention of, his Lovingkindneſs to theſe Nations 


in the Day of their Trouble; in which the Lord 


© hath already wrought ſo many great Things, as 
© have exceeded, not only our Expreſſions, but our 
Hopes and Expectations: We are alſo very ſen-- 
© ſible how much, under God, we owe to thoſe 
< who, during the late Troubles, have in any Ca- 
< pacity wrought with the Lord, and been faithful- 
© with his People, in beginning and carrying on 
* thoſe great Works, which have ſo much filled 
© all our Enemies with Amazement, and our 
Friends with Admiration. | 


Vet we cannot but acknowledge, that we are | 


not yet at eſt, nor can believe we have yet en- 
joyed or ſeen enough to accompliſh the of 
God; or ſatisfy the Thoughts of Men for that vaſt 
Expence of Blood and Treaſure, which could not 
© have been endured with any Patience, but in 
© hope that, at length, thoſe bitter Pangs and Throws 
© would make ſome Way for that long expected 


© Birth of Peace, Freedom, and Happineſs, both 


© to the Souls and Bodies of the Lord's People: 


And although we do not ſee it fully brought forth, 


© yet we dd not deſpair, but, in God's due Time, 


© it ſhall beſo; and that the dark black Clouds of 
© the Night ſhall fly before the bright Morning- 


Star, and the Shakings of Heaven and Earth 


make Way for the Deſire of all Nations: Nay, 


© there are many Things which make us hope the 


© Time is near at Hand; for we ſee the Clouds 

* begin to ſcatter, and the dark Shadows fly away; 

Streams of Light appear, and the Day is ſurely 
| Neither 


Commonwealth will, in all Things, deport Inter: regnom. 
1653- 


July. 


186 The Parkamentary His roxy 
| a nam. Neither are we wholly alone in theſe Hopes; 
165. for if we be hot very much deeriyed, many, if 
929 not all the People of God in all the World, are 
din a more than uſual Expectation of ſome great 
and ſtra es coming on the World, which 
© we believe can hardly be paralelled with any 
Times, "but thoſe a while before the Birth of our 
© Lord and Saviotir Feſas Chrift. © And we do not 
yet know that any Records of all the Nations in 
© the World (we ſcarce except the Fews them- 
© ſelves) can afford ſuch a Series of Divine Provi- 
ence, or more clear Impreſſtons of the Goings 
forth and Actings of God in any People, than 
© hath been in theſe Nations. And we are very 
© confident,” that thoſe who were ont Enemies did 
© not believe it only an Arm of Pleſh, but the Finger 
< of God, and his almighty Hand which hath been 
<Iifted up and feen fo eminent and wonderful: Be 
© filent then all Fleſh before the Lord, for he is rai- 
© fed up out of Bis holy Habitation, Zech. ii. 13. 
And as we believe the Lord hath never yet 
_ <ſtept back, or withdrawn his mighty Arm, after 
he had gone ſo far, and done ſo much, and had 
madehis People willing and defirons fi} to fol- 
low him; fo, we alſo e. his great and free 
Goodneſs will not forſake his People here, or 
< ſuffer them to'forfake him, or to deal falfly with 
© him in his Cauſe, till he hath accompliſhed his 
great Works, and brought about his great Ends, 
< whoſe Gifts and Callings are without Repentance. 
© Is the Lord's Hand ſhortened that he cannot ſave ? 
Is he a Man that he ſhould turn, repent, with- 
© draw, or look back ? Shall he bring to the Birth, 
„and ſhall he not give Strength enough to bring 
forth? He is the ſame God, and changeth not. 
And if this be of God, it thall ſtand; and let 
every one taſte Heed of fighting againſt God: 
© This is all we fay, if it be from God, let him 
proſper and bleſs it; but if not, let it fall, though 
ver fall before it. 1 — | 
f indeed we ſtand up in our own Strength or 
* Wiſdom, Picty or Policy, (that we ſay not _ 
M 


* Ambition, Pride, or Auarice) the Lord himſelf later nnn. 


„vill judge and find it out. But we hope himſelf 
hath, in ſome Meaſure, taught us his Goodneſs, 
and our Evil; his Strength and Wiſdom, but 
s our Weakneſs and Fooliſhneſs: So that, when 
< we look upon ourſelves, we are much afraid, and 
* tremble at the mighty Work and heavy Weight 
© before us; which we juftly acknowledge far a- 
dove, and quite beyond our Strength to weild or 
+ poize; fo that we oft cry out and fay with Jeho- 


© Baphat, O Lord, we know not what to do, but 


* our Eyes are towards thee. 

We are alſo, in ſome Meaſure, ſenſible how 
© much jt behoveth us to humble our Souls often 
© before the Lord, and to feek his Face, itt whom 
© alone is all our Strength, and from whom alone 
5 muſt all our Help proceed. And although we de- 
© fire'to be frequent in this ourfelves (as we have 


© already endeavoured in ſome poor Meafure) yet 


© we do ſo exceedingly value the fervent Prayers of 
the Lord's People, that we earneſtly defire and 
Lentreat them all in their Approaches to the Throne 
© of Grace, to be very mindful of us, and the 
* weighty Work before us. And although we ac- 
knowledge folemn Times of Faſting and Prayer 
© to be Ordinances of great Uſe and Advantage in 
« public or private, yet we defire to be fo exceedi 
© tender, leſt we may haply infoare any, or Aiftur 
© them in their own Oecaſtons or Worſhip of God, 
© that we do not prefcribe or limit out the punctual 
© Days or Times we would have ſet a- part for this 
great Work we deſire of them. h | 
Hut as now (for the ſhort Time of this preſent 
© Parliament) we are ſet apart from out own Occa- 
© fions for the Work of God and his People; ſo 
we again moſt earneftly defire of them (for whom 
ve deſire to lay out ourſelves) that they alſo would 
© be very faithful to God and us; and as the Lord 
'© ſhall give them Freedom, would give up them- 
© felves to ſolemn and moſt ſerious earneſt Prayers 
' and Supplications to the God of all our Strength 


© and 


1653. 
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Inter. reznum. and Hopes: That he would pleaſe, in much 
, 393  < Goodneſs, more and more to make and keep us 
The 7 little in our own Eyes; and of ſuch meek, and 
bdbhumble Spirits, that he may delight to converſe 
with us, and to teach us to be yet more really 

< ſelf-denying, and leſs confident of ourſelves; 

morè dependent upon God, atid more reſigning 

© all we are, and all we have, to his holy Pleaſure; 

© that. he would pleaſe to ſhew us more of his own 

Will and our Way; that he would make us faith- 

© ful and courageous under him in all that he ſhall 

© teach us for his Will and Way; and that he would 

< ſo unite all our Hearts. to himſelf, that, in the 

© Power and Spirit of his Son Jeſus, we may be all 

© one amoag ourſelves, and with all the People of 

© God, who are Members of the Body of Chri/t; 

and from the ſame Head are all ated by the ſame 

Spirit, notwithſtanding any Diſtance, Difference, 

< or ſeeming Deformity: That in all we may be 

< fitted and uſed as Inſtruments in the Hand of 

© God, for a more full and clear revealing of the 

© Lord Jeſus, for the right Promulgation of his bleſ- 

< ſed Goſpel, and for the true Intereſt of his King- 

dom, and Advancement thereof in the Hearts of 

© Men, by real true Goodneſs, Rightequſneſs, 

Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; that all op- 

preſſing Yokes may be broken, and all Burdens 

© removed, and the Loins alſo. of the Poor and 


i] < Needy may be filled with Bleſſing. 


| And however it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to do by 

1 : us, or to deal with us; if he ſhall ſay he ha 
14 © no Pleaſure in us, we are moſt unworthy, Here 
$1 i - © we are, let bim do what is good in his own Eyes; 
11 © for he is holy in all his Ways, and righteous in 
11 5 all his Works; yet we humbly defire that our- 
Fi | | « ſelves, and all the People of God, may be till 
| 4: = or faithful and fervent with him, wreſtling in Pray- 

1 ; ers and Supplications, till he ſhall fully raiſe up 
| B | his own Tabernacle, and build his Temple; with 
14 © his own Spirit, which he hath promiſed to pour 
| | = « upon-all Fleſh; and raiſe up Governors after his 

| | re | 174 ot ah 
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own Heart, and Teachers after bis own Will, to later-vegnam. 
make Exactors Peace, and Officers Righteouſ- , 195% * 


© neſs; That he may overcome the Evil of the 
World with his Goodneſs, and fill the whole 
Earth with his Glory; that his Will may be done 
«© on Earth as now in Heaven; that Righteouſneſs 
may ſpring out of the Earth, and may dwell here, 
© and Righteouſneſs and Peace may kiſs each other; 
© and that all his People may have one Lip, one 
© Heart, one Conſent, and one Shoulder to bow 
down and worſhip him; that the Envy of Judah 
© and Ephraim may be taken away; and that they 
may be one in the ſame Fold with one Shepherd; 
that all Wars may ceaſe to the Ends of the Earth, 
and that all Nations may turn their Swords and 
« Spears into, Plough-Shares and Pruning-Hooks ; 
that the Wolf may feed with the Lamb, and the 
Earth be full of the Knowledge of God as Wa- 


* ters cover the Sea; that upon every Houſe or Aſ- 


* ſembly may be a Cloud by Day, and a Pillar of 


Fire by Night, as is promiſed, and was of old 


© upon the Tabernacle ; that every one may be 
holy, and the Pots, nay, the upon the 
Horſes, may be Holineſs to the Lord. 
And that in Peace and Joy we may all wait, 
© expect -and long for his glorious Coming, who 
© is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, our Hope 


and Righteouſneſs; who is till to ride on — | 
th 


* ſperouſly, conquering and to conquer, till he 

© ſubdued all his Enemies; and, at length, come 
| © to deliver up the Kingdom to his Father, that 
God may reign, and be all in all” 


Juby 13. The Houſe now began to. ſhew that 


theirIntentions were not confined to Religious Mat- 


ters only ; for they revived the Conſideration of the 
Bill, never got through in the laſt. Parliament, for 
correcting the Grievances and Inconveniences in 
the Proceedings of the Law; and alſo. another on 
the Buſineſs of Tythes: This laſt Bill was de- 
bated for ſeveral Days enſuing, without any other 


material Buſineſs interfering, and at length referr'd . 


Joly. / 


1900 The Parliamentary His ro 


Mm to a Committee, to fit due ſday and Friday in 

1653 Week; wherein the Property of Incumbents 
Ab ythes, as alſo the Caſe of Proprietors and Poſ- 
rt 2 impropriated T'ythes, were to be conlider- 

90 and * o the Houle. | 


Committees ap-. Fuly 70 The Houſe nominated and 8 
— divers other Committees; and, beſides thoſe for 
rect Abuſes, and Scotland and Ireland, there was one for the Buſi- 
ſettle public Af- nefs of the Law; another for the Army; ſor in- 
fairs, ſpecting the Treaſuries, and regulating the Officers 
thereat od their Salaries; for receiving Petitions ; 
for Trade and Corporations ; for receiving Propo- 

ſals for the Advantage of the Commonwealth; for 

the Poor, and inquiring into the Revenues of Ho- 

ſpitals; for regulating the Commiſkons of Peace 

throughout the Nation; for Public Debts; for re- 

ceiving Accuſations of Bribery, public Frauds, and 

Breac of public Truſt, with Power to give Coſts 

to Perſons unjuſtly accuſed; for Priſons" and Pri- 

nem. There were alſo other Committees ap- 

pointed for Advancement of Learning, and recei- 

2 Propoſitions tending thereto; for removing 

aws and Ordinances which are Hindrances to 

the Progreſs:of the Goſpel ; and, laſtly, che Houſe 

revived an Act for Redrets of Delays and Miſchiefs 

arifing:on Writs of Error, Wrizs of falſe Judg- 
ment, and Arreſts of Judgment: All which look d 
extremely well, and bad the Appearance, at leaſt, 


of citabliſhing good Government in the Nation. 


The reſt of this: Month was taken: up with ſet- 
tling the Number and Names of the ſeveral.Ser- 
vants that were to attend the Houſe ; as alſo the 
Salaries and Fres affigned to them. Some Courts 


of Juſtice had Judges appointed for e ne 
larly the ape of Admiralty.” «x 


| Auguſt I. The Houſe, being this Day kt 
how much the Countty had been burdened, in the 
Manner of collecting the Exciſe, and oppreſſed by 
m referred it to the 
© 


* 
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Eaſe to the People; and how the Oppreſſions and * 
Burdens, in the managing of that Buſineſs, might 
be redreſſed for the ſuture. Wien . b 
The ſame Day Sir Charles Wolſeley reported, from 
the Council of State, a Petition of Charles Earl of 
Derby, which was read, as follows: _ 


To the Supreme Authority of this Nation, the Par- 
_LIAMENT of the COMMONWEALTH of England, 


The HumBLe PeTITION of CHARLEs Earl of 


DARBV, 
4 Sheweth, f Wes. p 
c HAT your poor Petitioner hath long at- A Petition of 
+ | tended the late Houſe of Parliament, pray- G«r/cs Earl of 


ing their Relief for a Maintenance out of his late 229 * 
« Father's Eſtate, for himſelf, his Wife, and Chil- 
6 dren ; but could never yet be ſo much as heard. 
That the Council of State, after the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Parliament, was pleaſed to grant un- 
. © to your Petitioner 5000. per Aunum, out of his 
Mother's Segueſtration, as a Relief to him, his 
© Wife, and Children, till further Order. 
That God haying now put the Power of do- 
ing Juſtice, and relieving iunocent ſuffering Per- 
« ſans, into your Hands, bath emboldened your 
< Petitioner, in Behalf of himſelf, his Wife, and 
Children, to preſent to your Honours the true 
State of your Petitioner's Condition; beſeeching, 
That God would put it into your Thoughts to 
take it into ſerious Conſideration ; your Petitioner 
being in Danger eren klar to be arreſted and 
laid up in Priſon, for his neceſſitated Debts en- 
< tered into, for want of Maintenance out of his 
late Father's Eſtate; (your Petitioner hitherto 
enjoying no Benefit the Order of the Council 
of State] and to order therein what in your cha- 
+ ritable, Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 
ee eee e. 
| | n 


* 


- 
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Tater-regnam, In Conſequence of this Petition, the Houſe re- 
1653. ſolved to allow the Earl of Derby "5001. per An- 
We num, to be ſettled upon him and his Heirs, out of 
4 ſuch Part of his late Father's Eſtate as was then 
The Houſe allow umſold; and'a'Bill was order'd to be brought in for 
| 3 per chat Purpoſe. n 4 NR | | " 


Hug. 2. 'Mr..Rouſe having now ſat a Month in 
the Chair, as Speaker, he took his Place this Day 
as a Member; but, by the general Voice, was 
i again called to the Chair, to keep it for one Month 
a longer; from which Time he continued to be cho- 
. ſen Speaker every Month, till the Diſſolution of 
L 

In the Proceedings of February, 1651, Notice 
meg , was taken that Lieutenant-Colonel John Lilburne 
| — ml rs (whoſe Trials and Sufferings have been ſo often 

mentioned in the Courſe of this Work) was order'd 
by the laſt Parliament to be baniſhed; but hearing 

| of their Dilution, and the Change of Government 
2 conſequent thereon, he ventured to come back to 
: England; and, by Letter, applied to the Lord-Ge- 
neral Cromive!l, for Protection, which he denying 
him, Lilburns was thrown into Newgate, and ſoon 
after ordered to be tried at the Old Bailey; but put- 
ring in Exceptions to the Bill of Indictment, the 
Trial was put off to the next Seſſions. Hereupon 
a Petition was this a7 preſented to-the Houſe, in 
his Favour, intitled, The Humble Petition of divers 
well-affetted and conſtant Adberers ta the Intereſt of 
Parliaments, and their own Native and Fundamental 
Rights and Friedoms therein concerned, young Men 
and Apprentices f the Cities of London and Welt- 
minſter, Borough of Southwark, and the Parts ad- 
jacent. This Petition was preſented by {ix Perſons, 
who being withdrawn, and called in again to the 
Fon Bar, the peaker afk'd their Names; to which one 
5 of them anſwered, Their Names were to the Peti- 
tion. And being again aſk'd, If he knew of the 
making of this Petition; he faid, He was 'com- 
manded by the reſt of his Friends and Fellow - Ap- 
prentices 
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prentices not to anſwer any Queſtions, but to de- Inter: regnum. 


mand an Anſwer to their Petition: Upon which 
they were ordered to withdraw, when the Houſe 
voted the Petition to be a moſt high Breach of the 
Privilege of Parliament; ſcandalous and ſeditious; 
and the fix Perſons who deliver'd it, to be taken in- 
to Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms; which was 
done accordingly. They were afterwards ſent to 
Bridetuell, there to be kept to hard I. abour during 


the Pleaſure of the Houſe, who allo referred it: to 
the Council of State to examine the Authors, Sub- 


ſcribers, Abettors, and Printers of this Petition; 
and reſolved, That Lieutenant-Colonel Fohn Lil- 
burne ſhould be kept cloſe Priſoner ; and that the 
Keeper of Newgate do take Care to fee the fame 


done accordingly, 


The War with the Dutch ſtill continued to be 


carried on with Vigour on both Sides, and about 
this Time another bloody Sea-Fight happened be- 
tween the two contending Maritime Powers for the 
Empire of the Narrow Seas. The News of this 
Victory was ſent in a Letter from General Moncke, 
dated from on board the Reſolution, off Camper- 
Down, 740 I, 1653, addreſſed to the Lord- Pre- 
ſident of the Council of State, and reported to the 
Houſe, as follows: | 


Right Honourable, + 


1653 
Auguſt. 


6 OW great and wonderful the Lord hath Gen. A el f 
been unto this Fleet, hath plainly appeared 1 — 


< by his mighty and glorious Preſence going lens d Fleet. 
d 


© with us to the Ruin of our Enemies, and Preſer- 
© vation of, his poor Servants, as will in fome Mea- 
« ſure appear by the enſuing Relation: 

© Upon the 29th of this Month, about Nine in 
© the Morning, the Wind at North-Weſt, havin 
* weighed Anchor the Night before from the 7. A 
© a Fleet was diſcovered by our Scouts a-head; 
© which, within two Hours after, appeared to be 
© the Dutch Fleet come from the Weillings, con- 


* fiſting of wu Sail, or thereabouts, whereof 90 


Vor. X 


. © were 
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. * were Men of War, as far as we could diſcerm: 
© Whereupon we made what Sail we could after 
© them, fitting our Ships in the mean Time for an 
Engagement; but the Enemy tack'd about, and 
© ſtood away from us when they perceived what we 


bl 
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© were; ſo that it was Five o Clock in the Even- 
© ing before any of our Frigates could come up to 
© engage them, which they did; and, about Seven 
o Clock, this Ship, with as many Ships and Fri- 
© oates as made up 30 Sail, engaged with them, the 
© reft being a-ſtern could not get up; however, we 
© fell to the Work, and continued fighting till Night 
© ſeparated us, which was about Nine o'Clock. Af- 
© ter which. Time, it being dark, all Hands were at 
Work to bring ſome new Sails to the Yards, and 
mend our Rigging, wherein we had ſuffered very 
much in ſo ſhort a Time; there were kill'd out- 
6 right in this Ship, by this Evening's Diſpute, 
© about 16 or 17, and 25 wounded, whereof 14 
+ dangeroufly, the Enemy got the Weather-Gage 
© of us this Night, by ſtanding to the Northward 
© while we ſtood to the Southward, ſuppoſing they 
© had been under our Lee, which. appeared to the 
_ © contrary in the Morning, for they were much to 

_ EWindward of us. Yeſterday little was done as 
to an Engagement, both Fleets finding it Work 
6 enough to get off from-the Lee-Shore, having the 
© Wind at W. N. W. blowing hard, with thick 
© and dirty Weather, which was the worſt for us, 

' © being on an Enemy's Country. 
2 This Morning it being fair Weather and. 
© little Wind, both Fleets prepared for a ſecond 
Engagement, the Enemy bearing in upon us, ha- 
© vitig the Wind of us. * 5 this 1 the Lord 

ſeemed to encourage t nemy, ing the 
„Scales, as it were, in a Balance, Re Arc ye. Tow 
© could tell which had the better : But Was 
the Lord unto us, who knew the beſt Time for 
© Manifeſtation of his own Glory, in appearing for 
© his 6wn People, though unworthy of fo great a 
© Mercy ; for, about Seven in the Morning, the 
great Ships from the Texel, being 25 in N | 
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t having made a Conjunction with them the Day Inter-rerhum. 


© before, there began a very hot Diſpute with 
them, which ſo continued till One in the After- 
© noon, the Enemy having the Wind of us all the 
© while, whereby he had the Opportunity of taking 
© all Advantages; yet truly may we ſay, great was 
© the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to be praiſed 
« for his glorious Appearance on our Behalf; for by 
this Time the Lord had fo daunted their Spirits, 
« that they began to bear away from us, making all 


« the Sail they could with the Remainder of their 


Fleet, being not above 60 of their whole Num- 
© ber; for, fo far as I can gather, there cannot be 
« teſs than 30 or 40 ſunk, taken, and deſtroyed, 

We are now in Purſuit of them with ſome of 
© our beft failing Frigates, being almoſt up with 
«© ſome of their ſternmoſt; and our Expectations ſtill 
© are great that the Lord will perfect the Work thus 
v far begun and carried on; which I hope will be 
to the Glory of his Grace in us, as well as without 
© us. The Enemy had nine Flag Ships when he 


* firſt engaged, and now but one left, and Tromp's_ 


© tied to the Top- maſt, ſo far as I can diſcern. But 


* I ſaw two of our own fired by the Enemy's Fire- 


* ſhips, whereof one was the Oak, whoſe Men 
« were moſt of them ſaved ; the other a Fire-ſhip. 
- © In the Fight the Reſolution, with the MWorceſter 
e Frigzte, led the Enghfh Fleet, in a deſperate and 
ga 
Van Tromp's Top- maſt was ſhot. down, which he 
would have ſet up again, but could not, and ſo 
was fain to put his Flag upon his near Maſts. 
« Thoſe of the Dutch, that are got into the Texel, 
are much ſhattered ; Tromp's Vice-Admiral ſunk 
down by his Side. Tam - N 
Your Lerdſbip's humble Servant, 
GEORGE MONCKE. 


The next Day a Letter from Admiral Moncke, 
fo the Lord-General Cromwell, was read in the 
Houſe, adviſing, © That in the above Engage- 
mentthe Dutch Admiral Yan Tromp was ill by a 

N a | ; 


ant Charge, through the whole Dutch Fleet. 


1653. 
Auguſt 


Inter regnum. 
1653. 
3 , 

Auguſt, 


the County of 
Kent, for abo- 
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Muſket-Shot in the Left Breaſt k; with ſeveral Cap- 


tains and a vaſt Number of Sailors; and that the 
Engliſh had taken about 1000 Priſoners, beſides 


the Vice-Admiral of Zealand and many Officers, 


with the Loſs of only 250 Men, and about 700 


wounded, amongſt which were 12 Captains.” 


Aſter reading theſe Letters the Houſe gave Orders 
for taking Care of Neceſſaries for the Relief of the 
ſick and maimed Seamen and Soldiers; They alſo | 
reſolved That a cqnvenient Houſe thould be pro- 
vided in of near Dover, Deal, or Sandwich, for 
their Accommodation: That one Moiety of all 
the Hoſpitals for Sick throughout England be re- 
ferved for the Service of the Navy; and that Pro- 
viſion be made for the Wives and Children of the 
Captains and Sailors ſlain in this Engagement ; 
who were alſo to be admitted to make Probate of 
their Huſbands and Fathers Wills without Pay- 
ment of any Fees. 

Aug. 4. The following Petition was this Day 
preſented to the Houſe by ſome Juſtices of Peace 
of the County of Kent: | 


To the PARLIAMENT of the CoMMoNWBALTH 
| of ENGLAND. g 


A Petition from * Lthough the Kings of the Earth have 


. been unwilling that the Anointed Jeſus 


liſking of Tythes, * ihould reign, yet the Obſervation of the Out- 


* goings of the Moſt High, in theſe latter Days, 
© cauſeth your Petitioners to believe that the Day 
© of the Accompliſhment of the Promiſes on the 
© Bebalf of the Sun of Righteouſnels is dawned, if 
© not approached very near its Noon; who is 
© weary always to behold the Burdens on the 
Backs, the Yokes on the Necks, and to hear the 

"" 3 PESTS , 3 © Groans 

* The States General not only cauſed the Corpſe of Yan Tromp 
to be interr'd in the moſt ſolemn Manner at Delft, but alſo order d 
8 Medal to be ſtruck in Honour of his Memory, In the Front the 


Admiral's Buſt ; on the Reverſe, a Repreſentation of a Ses Fight; 
with this Inſcription in Durch, Max TIN HAT TS Trome, Kr. 


Via. Admiral of Holland, died for bis Country, Aug. 10, 1653. 


Hiftaire Metalligue de Holland, par Bizot, Tome II. p. 225. 
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4 Groans and Cries from the Mouths of his People; Inter- regnum. 


« wherefore he hath poured, forth a Spirit, which 
© hath encountered and vanquiſhed our open Op- 
preſſors, and poured Contempt upon thoſe-who 
would be but partial Deliverers; the Sun of whoſe 
© Power ſet at Noon, becauſe it ripened not the 
« Deſires and Petitions of God's People by a fa- 
« yourable, Influence, but ſuffered their Hopes to 
« blaſt, after ſo many Promiſes and Proteſtations, 
© and ſo much Expence of Treaſure and Blood. 
The ſame God who hath pulled them down hath 
ſet you up; but not to rule for yourſelves, but for 


1653. 


6 Auguſt, 


© the People of God; not to ſeek your own, but 


© the Honour of Chr: And we can do no Jeſs 


than hope and pray, That the Spirit of the Lord 
may fall down upon you, and teach you to rule 
© after the Heart of Chri/t, to whom we make bold 
© to make this humble Addreſs ;, not to interrupt 
your weighty Affairs, or miſdoubting your Wil- 
dom and Faithfulneſs; but only. to ſhew how our 
Hearts own you as our Parliament; and to con- 
« feſs that we dare not negle& our Aſſiſtance to the 
great Work of the N though it be but in be- 
ing your Remembrancers of what you have pro- 
poſed to us of your Deſires, in your late Declara- 
© tion, to the breaking of all our Yokes, and tre- 
moving all our Burdens, at which our Souls joy. 
And to keep warm the Breathing of that Spirit, 
* we humbly crave Leave to ſpread before you one 
grand Burden, under which we have groaned 
till our Hearts ach; humbly deſiring, | 

„That Tythes of all Sorts, Root and Branch, 
* may be aboliſhed ; that that Jewiſb and Anti- 
© chriſtian Bondage and Burden on the Eſtates and 
Conſciences of the Godly may ceaſe ; and that 
ve may not be inſnar'd with forced Maintenance, 
© or any Thing like it in the Stead thereof. 

© And your Petitioners ſhall own the Lord in 


© you, and bleſs the Lord for you; and pray, hope, 


© and wait to ſee your Hands ſtretched out for the 
Lord, till you hat help to tear the Fleſh of the 
© Whore, and burn her with Fire.“ | 


op ERS 7 
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| n. The Petitioners being called in again, the 
* 53 Speaker, by Command of the Houſe, returned 
Augatt, them this Anſwer ; 5 | - | 


Gentlemen wid. 
HE Houſe doth take Notice of your good Aﬀec- 
4 tion ta the Parliament; and hath commanded m- 
to tell you, That the Buſineſi in your Petition is and 
Hall be, in due Time, under Conſideration; and that 
the Houſe will do therein as the Lord ſhall direct 
| Aug. 5. This Day the Houſe took into Conſi- 
N deration the Balineſe of the High Court of Chan- 
dow, cery, and reſolved that the ſame be forthwith ta- 
ken away; and a Bill was ordered to be brought in 
for that Purpoſe, by the Committee of the Law. 
Tr was referred alfo to that Committee, to conſider 
Haw the Cauſes now depending in Chancery might 
be determined; and likewiſe a Provifion made For 
the deciding Matters of Equity for the future, and 
utting in Grder other Matters of Law, within the 
Juriſdiction of that Court. ade 
Mr. Whitlocke, who was at this Time one of the 
Commiffioners of the Great Seal, writes, That the 
Debate upon the Motion for putting down the Court 
of Chancery held moſt Part of two — But nei- 
ther this Memorialiſt, nor any other Hiſtorian that 
we know of, gives us any of the Arguments of- 
fered on that Subject. We ſhall therefore endea- 
your to ſupply the Deficiency from-an anonymous 
Member of this Parliament, who publiſhed a ſhort 
Abſtract of their Proceedings s. This Gentleman 
informs us, That in the Courſe of the Debate the 
Court of Chancery was called, by ſome Members, 
the greateſt Grievance in the Nation: Others ſaid, 
That for Dilatorineſs, Chargeableneſs, and a Fa- 
culty of bleeding the People in the Purſe-Vein, 
even to their utter Periſhing and Undoing, that 
Court might compare with, if not ſurpaſs, an 
Court in the World: That it was confidently af- 
fymed by knowing Gentlemen, of Worth, that 


5 As ea Relation, dee. before cited, chere 
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chere were depending in that Court Twenty-three inter- tens 


Thouſand Cauſes, ſome of which had. been there 
depending five, ſome ten, ſame. twenty, ſome 
thirty Years, and more: That there had been 
ſpent therein many Thouſands of Pounds, to the 
Ruin, nay utter Undoing, of many Families: That 
no Ship almoſt that failed in the Sea of the Law, 
but firſt or laſt put into that Port; and, if th 
made any conſiderable Stay there, they ſuffered ſo 
much Loſs, that the Remedy was as bad as the 
Diſeaſe: That what was ordered one Day was 
contradicted the next, ſo as in ſome Cauſes there 
had been ſive hundred Orders and more. That 
when the Purſes of the Clients began to be empty, 
and their Spirits were à little cooled, then, by a 
Reference to ſome Gentlemen in the Country, the 
Cauſe ſo long depending, at ſo great a Charge, came 
to be ended; ſo that ſome Members did not ſtick to 
term the Chancery a Myſtery of Wickedneſs, and 
a ſtanding Cheat.. And that, in ſhort, ſo man 
horrible Things were affirm'd of it, that tho 
who were, or had a Mind to be, Adyocates far 
it, had little ta ſay on the Behalf of it; and fo at 
the End of one Day's Debate, the Queſtion being 
ut, it was yoted down. This Unanimity of the 
ouſe ſeems conhirm'd by the Fournals, for it ap- 
pears by thoſe Authorities, that the Reſolution far 
melder the Court of Chancery paſſed without 
any Diviſton of the Houſe. | 
There were alſo printed at this Time, and de- 
liyered to — two Papers, which ſeem 
to have greatly contributed to haſten the foregoing 
Vote: Theſe we ſhall therefore give from the ori- 
ginal Editions in our Colle&ions *. And firſt, 


OBsgRVATIONS concerning the Court of CHan- 
CERY, preſented to the Parliament. 


1. IF we look back into antient Times, we ſhall 
find the Buſineſs of the Chancery to be but 

© little, and the Officers and Clerks but few ; name- 
5 Iy, a Chief Clerk, who was Maſter of the __ 
3 | © three 

* Þ Printed by R, Ibberſon, and licenſed according to the late AR 
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Injar-yegmum. © three Attornies or writing Clerks, who diſpatch 


© ed the Buſineſs now done in the Six-Clerks Of- 
© fice; one Regiſter, and one Examiner; all which, 
© except the Chief Clerk, were writing Clerks, for 
<' Diſpatch of the Buſineſs of the Court, and taking 
Care of Clients Cauſes ;: and for ſuch their Care 


© and Pains they received all the Fees which. the 


« Clients paid, except only what was due to the 
* Maſter of the Rolls; which Fees then paid, al- 
© though the Certainty of them is not known, yet 
bit is more than probable the fame were not ſo 
great as now are taken; but then, the Labourer 
© receiving his full Wages, the Buſineſs was well 
and ſoon diſpatched, and the Records well kept. 
2. It is obſeryed that as the Buſineſs of the 
Court ihcreaſed, the Attornies increaſed to the 
Number of fix, and the Examiners to the Num- 
© ber of two, and fo kept themſelves at that Num- 
ber; and as the Buſineſs farther increaſed, the 
© Attornies, Examiners, and Regiſter, by the Con- 
< ſent of the ſeveral Mafters of the Rolls, from 
© Time to Time increaſed their Clerks, and caſt 


all the Care, Pains, and Burden of Cauſes, and 


all Diſburſements for Clients, upon their Clerks; 
and they wholly withdrew themſelves from the 
Duty of their Places, and became overſeeing Of- 
© fieers, and not writing Clerks, according to their 
primitive Conſtitution; and then their only Care 
< was to contrive Rules and Methods of Practice, 
© with _— tedious and unneceflary Formalities, 
in ſuch Manner as that no Buſineſs might — by 
an 


. 


them undiſcoyered, nor any Fees unpai 


this occaſioned great Expence to the Clients, and 


< much'more Pains to the Under-Clerks than was 


© neceſlary.. 


3. It may de obſerved that, notwithſtanding 
* ſuch Rules of Practice preſcribed by the Six Clerłs, 
5 yet the labouring Clerks of that Office (to whofe 


Care only the Clients commit their Cauſes, and 


depend upon them for the Management thereof) 


$ do often conceal the Buſineſs, and the Fees due 


f for the ſame from the Six Clerks, and ſatisfy 
N 4 © them- 
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6 themſelves touching the Lawfulneſs thereof, as Lotions. 


:+ well in regard they often diſburſe Money for their 
Clients to the Six Clerks, which they never re- 
* ceive again; as alſo for that the whole Care and 
© Burden lies upon them, and not upon the Six 
Clerks (they being indeed the true and lawful 
+ Attornies of the Court to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
and in all Reſpects, except in Name only): But 
by reaſon of theſe Concealments of Buſineſs and 
_ * Fees, the Cauſes are not proceeded in, and pro- 
© ſecuted in that forma] and regular Way of Prac- 
$ tice- which is directed by the Six Clerks ; and as 
© often as it is diſcovered the Clerk ſuffers Diſgrace, 
and the Clients much Delay and Damage: And 
this is the moſt common and greateſt Grievance 
before the hearing of Cauſes. I 

4. Alſo it is to be obſerved, that there are the 
© like Inconveniences in the Regiſters Office and 
the Examiners Office, by reaſon the Maſters of 
the ſame ſeveral Offices receive almoſt all the 
« Fees due from the Clients, and leave their Clerks 
to receive Expedition-Money, and other unjuſt 
© Rewards, from the Clients, without which the 
* could not ſubſiſt. And as for the Subpcena Of- 
* fice and Affidavit Office, being monopolized but 
© in King James's Time, there is no Uſe at all of 
them; nor were they erected for any other End 
but to put the Clients to unneceſſary Expences 
© and Delays, and the practiſing Clerks to needleſs 
£ Trouble. . | 

* It is very evident and manifeſt that all the 
6 


iſchiefs and Inconveniences, before- mentioned, 


came to paſs thus: In reſpe the ſeveral Maſters 
* of the Rolls for the Time being (as Chief Clerks 
of that Court) having the Nomination of the Six 
«* Clerks, Examiners, and Regiſter, found it more 
5 profitable to continue them at that ſmall Num- 
* ber, and ſell their Offices for great Sums of Mo- 
* ney to Men altogether ignorant of the Practice 
of the Court, than to admit deſerving Men gra- 


tis, as by the Duty of theſe Places they ought. to 


* have 
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Inter-regnum. * have done; and, as the Buſineſs increaſed, to 
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1 


0 
W as at firſt, and then make a ſecond 


g; that bear them know what they are; and there- 


8 do often occakion needleſs References to Maſters 
of the Court, where there are many Times very 
unfair Proceedings. 


| © ly, When Defendants will willingly ſtand out all 


them long in $uſpence without any effectual Pro- 
: ſecution: But this, although fit to be rectiſied, is 


© be obſerved (beſides the Bo impertinent and 
a 


only once or twice, but five or ſix Times, b _ 
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* have increaſed able and honeſt . Attor- 
6 "7p as the Judges of other aun. Juſtice 
$ 

P65; There are Inconveniences i in the „ 
tion of Cauſes which concern Clients; as, name - 


s Proceſs of Contempt, (which, according to the 
Rules . preſcribed by the Six Clerks, requires a 
© Year's Time to proſecute) and then pay 40 5. 
< Coſts, and make an inſufficient Anſwer ; and, 

ing over-ruled, ſtand out all Proceſs of 


« inſufficient Anſwer, and ſo a third and fourth ; 
6 2 that ſometimes Deſendants cannot be com- 

lled to make perfect Anſwers in two or three 
( Years: And- ſometimes Plaintiffs likewiſe prefer 
* vexatious Suits againſt Defendants, and keep 


not altogether ſo miſchievous as the former. 
7. Many other Inconveniences may be obſer- 

« ved at and after the hearing of Cauſes, more pre- 
s judicial to Clients than the former; for-it may 


* unneceſſary Orders made in Cauſes, pending the 
Suit) that Cauſes of late Times are 7 — not 


5 ſan. of which often Attendance, and the 

« neſs of Counſels Fees, (which are fit to be = 
6 derated) Clients are put to a very reat and vaſt 
Expence; and the Orders many Times are ſo 
c weakly and uncertainly pronounced, that none 


5 upon the Regiſters take the Liberty to draw what 
« they pleaſe ; and the Weakneſſes of the Judges 


known that. the 
there be po Fee 
| : © due 


8. © For it is moſt notoriouſſ 
8 — 
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© due to them from the Client, yet they, moſt of Inter-regnam, 


« them,.are very much guilty of taking unjuſt Fees 
and Rewards, tending very much to the Wrong 
© and Prejudice of Clients: And the 9 - 
« giſters ate likewiſe too much guilty of this Crime. 
9. And laſtly it is abſerved, that after Decrees 
© are paſt, there is a tedious Proſecution on the 
« Plaintiff's Part before he can have the Benefit 
c thereof; by reaſon whereof he: often loſeth all 
+ his Labour and Charge, and never reaps the 
Fruit of the Decree. Ke Parts Hof 


PROPOSALS tendered to the Parliament, for the Re- 
pulation or taking away of the Court of CHAN- 
 CERY, and. ſettling 5 of, Equriy according 
to the original and 8 as 
and for taking away all unneceſſary Fees, Offices 
and Ges and Formalities — uſed, — 
the ſpeedy Diſpatch ef. Ruſmeſs. kak 


1.0 \HAT the Court, as it is now uſed," or 


c rather abuſed, be wholly taken away; 


and that fome of the moſt able and honeſt Men 
© may be appointed for keeping of the Great 
„Seal, and authorized to examine, hear, and de- 
termine all Cauſes of Equity; and impowered to 
« put in Execution their Judgments and Decrees in 
the ſame Manner, and with the fame Expedition, 
as Judgments at Common Law are: For as long 
Sas the Bar is more able than the Bench, as of 
© late it hath been, the Buſineſs of the Court can 
 * never be well diſpatched (and former Times have 

thought the moſt able Men but fit for this Em- 
« ployment); and that the Judges of the Court may 
have Power likewiſe to ner Perjury committed 
in the ſame Court, | 

2. That inſtead of the Six Clerks, Chief Re- 
5 giſter, and Two Examiners, ſo many godly, able, 
* honeſt, and experienced Clerks may be admitted 
in their Rooms, as may be able, with their own 
© Hands, to write and do the Buſineſs of the Court; 
and which may be working Attornies * 

| © an 


”” 7 


n/titution of it;. 
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Inter-regoum. * and not overſeeing Officers; that is to ſay, Six 


1653. 


Men be appointed to peruſe and allow of all Bills 


Clerks in the Regiſters Office, Eight Clerks in 
* the Examiners Office, and Sixty Attornies or 

Clerks for doing the Buſineſs now done in the 
<-dix-Clerks Office; and that all theſe Clerks may 
5 receive a Moiety of the Fees now taken, and no 


more, ſave only the 3s. 4d. for the Attornies 


* termly Fee, 'which may continue as formerly. 
3. That the Sixty Attornies do elect two of 
* the moſt able and experienced Men in the Buſineſs 
© of the Court, and to be approved of by the Com- 
« miſfioners for the Great Seal, to be Chief Clerks, 
© to attend daily in Court, to ſatisfy the Court in any 
Thing touching the Practice of the Court, and 


to do ſuch other Services as the Court ſhall di- 


rect; as alſo to look to the due Ordering and Fi- 
ling of the Records, and to receive for their Pains 


a termly Allowance from the Practiſing Clerks, 


not exceeding 200. per Annum a-piece; and not 
© to receive any Fees from Clients, for, if.ſo, then 
2 Miſchief will follow as formerly hath 
6 2 Rwy AT, | N " 

4. © That a certain Number of godly and able 
8 Men be appointed; inſtead of Maſters of the Court, 
© to take Oaths, and to hear and determine Mat- 
© ters of Account, and ſuch other Things as the 
Court ſhall refer unto them; who ſhall ſit, exa- 
mine, and certify the ſame in Order as they are 
© brought before them, and ſhall have a conſtant 
Regiſter to attend them; and no Report to be 
© made, but by two df them at leaſt. 

- 5. That the Attornies of the Court be not 
only permitted, but injoined to make Motions 
for their Clients for any Thing concerning the 
Practice and Coutſe of the Court, as is now uſed 


in other Courts of Juſtice, (as hath been formerly 


s uſed in the Chancery) for which they are to re- 
© ceive no Fee, but content themſelves with their 
© termly Fee of 3s. 4d. and the Court to appoint 
convenient Times for hearing ſuch Motions. 

6. That a certain Number of able and godly 


, be- a 
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\ before'they be filed; for which they ſhall receive inter- regnum. 


« for every Bill » for preventing of many 


« yexatious Suits, and Suits altogether improper for 


d © the Juriſdiction of the Court; and that no Attor- 


© ney make out any Summons untill the P:!l be fo 
©peruſed, allowed of, and filed. 

7. * That upon every Hearing of a Cauſe, or 
© other Order touching the Merits of a Cauſe, after 
© the Court hath pronounced their Order, the Re- 
© piſter to read the ſame with an audible Voice, 
© not only the Subſtance but the very Words of the 
Order, for avoiding all Miſtakes in drawing 
© of Orders. Y, 
| © Theſe are humbly conceived to be fit Propo- 

4 ſals in relation to the Conſtitution of a Court 
, - Equity, whereby to bring it to its original 
Purity. 

As to the Practical Part of the Court: It is 
© conceived requiſite that Rules of fit Practice 
© ſhould be framed by the Attornies of the Court, 
© ſo to be allowed of as aforeſaid, and the ſame 
©preſented'to the Chief Clerk; and they to peruſe 
and amend the ſame, and then preſent them to 
the Keepers of the Great Seal for their Appro- 
© bation thereof; whereby all vexatious Plaintiffs 
£ and wilful Contemners may receive condign Pu- 
© niſhment by Payment of Coſts, as alſo by Fines, 
* Sequeſtrations, and other wiſe, according to their 
© Demerits; and whereby all needleſs Formalities 


and Delays in the proceeding of Cauſes may be 


© taken away, and all expeditious Ways and Means 
© uſed for the expediting of Cauſes, and the Eaſe 
of Clients: And it is not to be doubted but ſuch 
Rules of Practice may be framed, as that no 
© Cauſe ſhall depend above a Year (but generally 
* not ſo long) before it be ready for hearing; and 
* the whole Charge of the Proceedings not to ex- 
* ceed ordinarily above 40 or 505. Y 

© But the particular Rules of Practice are not 
© herein expreſſed, for that it is conceiv'd impoſſible 
to preſcribe and limit all Rules of Practice by Act 


of Parliament, but the ſame will be very prejudicial 


| ©to 
wv 


* 


1653. 


N Iater-regnum, to the People: For if the Rules of Practice ſhould 
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4 


The Parliament 
reward the Offi- the Council of State, That it was their Opinion 
cers concern d in 


the late Enzage- tWO Gold Chains, of zool. Value each, ſhould be 
ment wich the made and given to the Admirals Mancke and Blake, 


Dutch, © 


_ © Caſes of the greateſt Extremity. 


or Keepers of the Great „ and afterwards 


1 a. 


ouch to the Navy of this Commonwealth 


was in biec Verla 
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© be eriacted, then cannot the Judges of the Court 
diſpenſe with the Letter of the fame Rule, tho 
© it be in a Caſe of Sickneſs, Death, or other like 


© Yet as to the Judicial Part of the ours it 
were to be wiſh'd that a certain Time was limit- 
ed for Mort to redeem their Lands; and if 
«© likewiſe ſome Limitation of Time was put to 
© other Suits, — Things might be brought 
Ter as could be poſſible. 

It is conceived very fit likewiſe that a Table of 

© Fees ſhould be allowed of by the Commiſſioners 


* confirmed by Act of Parliament, and a Penalty 5 
* impoſed upon every Man that thall exceed them.“ 


Hut all theſe Schemes for Reformation of the 
Law proved ineffectual, the Reaſon of en * 


Aar. 8. A Report was made to the Houſe from 


as a-Mark of Favour from the Parliament, and 2 
Token 6f the good Acceptance of their eminent 
Services againſt the Dutch; two more Chains of 
100/. Value to Vice-Admiral Penn and Rear-Ad- 
miral. Lamon; ; and the four Flag- Officers to have 
each a Chain of 40. Value: Alſo: 10401. in Me- 
dals, to be given amonyſt the other Officers of the 
Fleet, as a Mark of the Parhament's Favour to 
them for their ſeveral Services. All which Parti 
culars were confirmed by the Houfe. | 

A Day was alſo appointed for giving Thanks to 
Almighty God, for his Mercy in the late Sueceſſes 


againſt the Dutch. And a Declaration was ordered 
to be ſet forth; to invite the People of God in this 
Nation to join in the . EY which 


p | op . 17 
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© FT having pleaſed the Lord, after thoſe man 
© | ſignal Tokens of his Preſence with his People 


© in this Nation, in the ſeveral Straits and Changes 
© through which he hath, by a mighty Hand and 


16539 


out- ſtretched Arm, led them hitherto, yet again 
* to manifeſt his wonted Power and Goodnels to 4 
them in that late and great Succeſs of our Fleet Thank giving on 


© at Sea; when it pleaſed the Lord, at the End of hat 


* Jul laſt, fo to bleſs the Forces of this Common- 
« wealth engaged by the Dutch, (who, by Advan- 


tages not a few, to human Appearance, were 
likely to have prevailed) as that, after a moſt ſharp 


and doubtful Encounter, he crowned us with 
Victory, and made our Enemies to feel the Stroke 
of his righteous Hand agafnit them; who have 
« abundantly manifeſted it to be in their Intentions 
© to have made us (wearied by a long inteſtine War) 
© a Spoil to their Avarice and Amb 

« firſt unjuſt Invaſion of us, and their earneſt pro- 
« ſecuting ſince of a War againſt us, notwithſtand- 
© ing all the Endeavours uſed on our Part to com- 
0 pou ſo ſad, and to us fo unwelcome, a Breach 
© between the two Nations: We being deſirous 
to be deeply ſenſible hereof before the ; and 
© bearing alſo in Mind what Cauſe we have, at all 
© Times, to make Mention of his Name in this 
Nation with all humble and thankful Acknow- 
© ledgements, but eſpecially when he hath thus 
ſeaſonably made bare his Holy Arm in this late 
Mercy, before the Eyes of all the Nations round 
about us, have 2 1 . at a particular 
Timo, and in an eſpecial Manner, to acknow- 
© ledge the Hand and Goodneſs of our God to us 
in this great Work which he hath. wrought for 
© us; and we have therefore ſet a-part day 
* the 25th of this preſent Auguſt, for the End a- 


© foreſaid. And in regard the Mercy is general, 


* and we hope will be of great Advantage to this 
* whole Commonwealth; and to all that fear God 
in it, we do earneſtly defire them to contribute 
their Help in this great Work of Thankfulneſs 


to the Lord, and to fuffer us to call upon them, 
| | © te 


ition, by their 


Occafion, 
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Aater-regnum. © to ſing, together with us, unto the Lord a new 
' 8653 Song, He hath dealt bauntifully with us, for his 
ior IR © Mercy endureth for ever: And that, as the Lord 
ti ſhall move and direct them, they would ſeriouſly 
© ſet themſelves in his Preſence, and praiſe him to- 
: ether with us ; ſo that we may all, with one 
© Heart and Voice, offer up a free Sacrifice of 
© Prayer and of Praiſe, and all of us endeavour, 
in our ſeveral Stations, to improve ſo great a De- 
© liverance to the alone Glory of our great God, 
„and the Good of his People throughout the 
ö 4 World.” 


-” 


Nefens on foot The Council of State had been alarmed with 

: 8 of the daily Intelligence af many Deſigns on foot in be- 

* half of Charles Stuart; and that ſeveral conſider- 

able Perſons were concerned therein, ſome of 

whom were ordered to be apprehended. _ A Re- 

port of this being made to the Houfe on the 10th 

of this Month, they ordered an Act to be brought 

2 . in for erecting another High Court of Juſtice, for 
8 Trial of Offenders againſt the Commonwealth. 

a This Day alſo the Council of State ſent to the 

Houſe a Paper, called 4 Breviate of the Propoſals 

made to them by the Commiſſioners from Scotland 

which was read as follows: 


made 1. That the Ceſs upon Scotland, which now 
tran my © exceeds. the fourth Part of the Rent, may be 
from Scotland,  * abated, and brought to a conſtant and competent 
Proportion with England. WER ge 
2. That Commiſſions for Courts of Juſtice 
might be iſſued to Men of Conſcience, and Abi- 
- * lities to judge according to the Law and Practice 
. © of that Nation; and that the Judicatories might 
F © be of that ſame Number as formerly, to be no- 
' © minated by Advice and Conſent of! the Nation, - 
* conformably. to Acts of Parliament. 
3. That Sequeſtrations and Confiſcations 
might be taken off; and that the Intereſt of Scot /- 
. * men in England and Ireland might be preſerved, 
_ * as was intended by the Bill of Oblivion: * 
; 5 that 
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© that Courſe might be taken for the Creditors and Inter-regnut, 


© Cautiohers of ſe equeſtrated Perſons, who other- 
: 15 will preſently be ruined inevitably. 
That thoſe who had formerly Rights from 
) King! may be continued in their Poſſeſſions till 
© their Right be diſcuſſed before the Judge Ordi- 
© nary : And that Courſe may be taken for Pay- 
© ment of Debts contracted by the King before 
" © theſe late Troubles, 
5. That thoſe who had obtained Conveyances 


© 2nd Poſſeſſion from Perſons who thereafter fell 


© into Delinquency, may enjoy their Rights. 

6. That Priſoners be releaſed. 

7. That the Mint in Scotland may be ſet 
* up, as the only preſent Remedy againſt-the ex- 
: teme, Scarcity of Money there. 

8. That thoſe who are engaged for Money 
* expended upon the Public Account of the Na- 
« tion, or have paid the (ame, may be relieved and 
indemnified. 


land and Scotland may be taken off all Goods 
; wy tho and exported betwixt the Nations. 


by. © That Cuſtoms and Impoſitions between 
ng 


t was, alſo humbly deſired that ſome effective 


_ © Courſe might be taken for FRY of the ſaid 
© Commiſſioners Salaries.” 
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After reading theſe Propoſals, the Houſe jeſerr'd Complaint made 
it to the Council of State to take Care for the Pay- 19 — — the Houſe of 


ment of the Salaries of the Commiſſioners from d 


Hug. 17 . Mr. An ad ee from the hows. 


mittee for pen, * riſoners, a Charge againſt 
55 John. 8 Marſhal and Keeper of the 
enqh Priſon, for ſundry Neglects and 

Ac of of his Oger ; alſo for n Oppreſ- 
Vor. XX. O ſion, 


reſſions 
Scotland, in order to their Diſmiſſion. And the or Gate, _ 
Debate on the reſt of theſe Propoſals was deferr'd 
to the 12th Inſtant, but we hear no more of them; 
ſo that it is probable the Scors Commiſſioners were 
ſent away without any further 9 given 
them in their Demands. 
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Nier-regnum. fron, and barbarous. Uſage of his Priſoners, even 
| 653. to the murdering, ſtarving, and poiſoning ſome of 
| them. It was likewiſe alledged againſt him, That 
be had held a ſecret Intelligence and Correſpon- 

dence with the late King at Oxford, and ſent him 


fences were referred back to the ſame Committee, 
who were authoriz'd to hear what Defence Sir John 
Lenthall had to make. | phy © 3 ARE 
Several public-ſpicited Propofals were alſo re- 
ported to the Houle, for redreſſing of Abuſes in all 
the Priſons throughout the Kingdom; for diſchar- 
ging ſuch Priſoners as were unable to pay; and 


bon their Eſtates in Confinement, in order to de- 
fraud their Creditors. All which are particulariz d 


in the Fournal, | 

8 The next Day this Charge againſt Sir Jahn Ten- 
thall was followed by a Petition preſented to the 
Houſe, in hec Verba- SH W EE 


; To the PARLIAMENT of the COMMONWEALTH | 


Th T ENGLAND, | 
' The HumBLz PETITION of all the 7 (or 
DzBT within the ſeveral (both National and Pri- 


vate) tyrannical Dens of Cruelty, called Priſons, 


Goals, Counters, Holes, and Dungeons in this 


1 +. IL 
* . Humbly ſbetbethb, | 
And & Petition © 
from Inſolvent 6 Oh 


Years, expected to reap the defired Fruits. 
their Labours, -and the late Parliament's Pro- 


© miſes; viz- their juſt Liberties ; But the chiefeſh 


Study of the ſaid ſelf· ſeeking Parliament hath 
© been how, by fair Speeches, to lull this Nation; 
© aſleep in the Cradle of Security, and to impower 


_ ©'themſelves to Perpetuity; but the Lord hath turn- 
©ed this their worldly Policy into Folly, Shame, 
and Confuſion to themſelves ; (whole Memo- 
he > fe, 140 9 2 5 N 4 Ro | Tl 


% 
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Men, Money, Horſes, and Arms. All theſe Of- 


compelling ſuch as were able, but choſe to live up- 


Fm this Nation bath, for theſe many 
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® morial will ſo remain to Poſterity) by ſtirring up 
© the Hearts of his Excellency and thoſe noble 


« Worthies, that thus ſuddenly and peaceably diſ- 
armed them; and, in their Chriſtian Zeal to 


« this their Country's Welfare, have choſen and 


called you, as the Lord's faithful ones, to the 
« ſame Place, but for the better Work, even the 
Work of Righteouſneſs, in Judgment, Juſtice, 
and Mercy, (without Reſpect of Perſons) and 
© for the Reſtoration of our Fundamental Laws, 
Rights, and Liberties. | 

6 I Aſſurance of your ſpeedy Accompliſhment of 
© this ſo great good Work, to God's Glory, your 
* Country's Happineſs, and your own eternal Fame 
© to Poſterity, we are encouraged to ſhew, though 
© not unknown unto you, that the Law of God 


© is a Law of Mercy, Peace, and Preſervation to 


© the People, and not of Strife, Rigor, and De- 
ſtruction, as it is at this preſent Time, in and by 
© the chargeable, dilatory, and deceitful Practice 
© thereof; witneſs the numerous Actions c 

© on Men; vexatious and chargeable Arreſts, and 
| © dragging of Men and Women like Dogs into 


Holes and Dungeons; falſe and endleſs Impriſon- 


ment; the frequent Commitments to Priſon, by 


the Judges and Juſtices, upon trivial Matters; un- 
« juſt Decrees; talſe Reports of Maſters in Chan- 
© cery; illegal Outlawries ; Delay of Juſtice; and, 
© by the extraordinary Charges in Law and Pro- 
© traction of Time, diſhearten, honeſt Men from 
© ſuing for their juſt Debts and Rights ; together 
- © alſo: with the moſt cruel-Uſage and unreaſonable 
© Exactions of Bailiffs, Serjeants, and Goalers, 
to the utter Ruin and truction of thouſands 
of Families in the Land; ſo as now, by the dia- 
© bolically invented Practices of the Judges and 
Lawyers, the Law is become ſharper than a two- 
edged Sword, dividing the Life from the Body; 
© working an endleſs Separation between a Man 
and his Wife, Children, and Friends; iva- 
tion of Liberty and Calling, and a total Ruin of 


© Eftate, ** ice of this Common 
| ” 2 


s wealth 
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Inter-reghum, © wealth in general; but to the Satisfaction of 
1653. © cruel. revengeful. Perſons, and Inrichment of 
Ta © Lawyers and their Dependents in particular. 
oP T That all private Priſons are more noiſome and 
© chargeable than many national Priſons are; wit- 
_ © neſs the Lord Cleueland's Priſon, within his Roy- 
alty in IJ/h:te-Chapel, where the Steward and 
© Bailiff are Accuſers, Judges, and Executioners, 
© by their illegal Royal Warrants daily iflued forth, 
« for arreſting, impriſoning, and condemning of 
© poor Men and Women, in their illegal Courts 
© kept every three Weeks there: | 
That notwithſtanding the Head of Royalty is 
© cut off, yet theſe Branches of Tyranny. are ſtill 
© ſuffered to grow and bear the poiſonous Fruit of 
Deſtruction, contrary to the Freedom and Deli- 
© verance promiſed : a | 
© That Reſtraint of Men and Women's Perſons: 
© in Goal pays no Debts; but defrauds the Credi- 
©tor, feeds the Lawyers and Goalers, and mur- 
© ders the Debtors ; witneſs the many Fhouſands 
that have thus periſhed miſerably, as the Goal- 
© ers Books, Coroners Records, and Committory 
Rolls do teſtify: | 
That Impriſonment for Debt is contrary to the 
Law of God, to Reaſon, Juſtice, and Cay by 
© and to the Law of this Land, as appeareth by ſe- 
& veral Statutes. | 
© The Premiſes piouſſy conſidered, your poor, 
«ſtill enſlaved, Brgthren therefore humbly pray, 
That you may ſpeedily break off this cruct, 
© ſinful Yoke, by the powerful Rule of Righteouſ- 
© neſs, Juſtice, and Mercy: That there may be 
no more Afreſting nor Impriſonment for Debt; 
© but that, according to the antient laudable Way 
© of Citations, all able Debtors may be, in ſome 
© ſhort Time, enforced to ſatisfy their Creditors - 
© out of the two Third Parts of their Eſtates, either 
in Lands or Goods, the other Third Part to be re- 
© ſerved to themſelves for their Support and Educa- 
tion of their Children: And, laftly, that you 
© would: be- pleaſed to ſtand up in the a 
- x [4 . c 


* 


M ENGLANN 213 
the Lord, like zealous Nehemiah, for the Regain- tater-regnum, 
ment of this Nation's Liberty, by aboliſhing the 1653. 
Capias, demoliſhing all Dens of Cruelty, ane 
« ſetting all us, the Enſſaved, fre: A 
That fo not only we, our Wives, Children, 
and Friends, but this whole Nation, may have 
juſt Cauſe to bleſs God for you, and to eternize 
your Names to Poſterity, as of their faithful De- 
1 e from this Egyptian Thraldom and Mi- 
« ſery; for the ſpeedy Accompliſhment whereof, 
your Petitioners and this whole Nation do daily 
„pray, Sc,” 


; 


In conſequence of all this the Houſe ordered a/A Bill ordered is 
Bill to be brought in, for the Relief of Creditors thereupon. 
and Poor Priſoners. | 


Aug. 19. This Day the Parliament took into 
Conſideration the State of the Laws of this Nation 
in general; and refolved, That a Committee be 

appointed to conſider of a new Body of the Law. 


Aug. 22. A Call of the Houſe was made with A Call of the | 
great Strictneſs; the Abſenters were mark'd' with Houſe. 
an A, thoſe preſent with a P. Such Members 
who were abſent, without Leave, were ordered to 
attend. the Service of the Houſe on that Day Fort- 
night, and give an Account of their Abſence. 


About the Middle of this Monch Col. John Lil. Their ſevere Pro- 
zurne was brought to a ſecond Trial at Law; and, Cal. —— ; 
after a long Hearing, was acquitted by his Jury, 
but ordered back to Newgate. Upon his Acquittal 

Medals were ſtruck, with his Head on one Side, 
and the Names of all his Jury on the Reverſe, 
which are yet to be ſeen in the Cabinets of the 
Curious, But the Parliament was ſo provoked at 
Lilburne's Acquittal, that they ordered the Coun- 
cil of State to examine the whole Buſineſs of the 
Trial; particularly the Judges and Jury upon. it. 
Likewiſe to examine touching any ſcandalous, ſe- 
ditious, or tumultuous 2 which were diſpers'd, 

| 3 or 


Inter · regnum. 
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or Words ſpoken, at the ſaid Trial, in relation to, 
and in Derogation of, the Authority of Parliament, 
and report the ſame.to the Houſe.— It was alſo. re- 
ferred to the ſaid Council to reviſe the Acts decla- 
ring what Offences ſhall be Treaſon; and to bring 
in an Act for Supply of ſuch Things as the other 
comes ſhort of, in reference to this preſent Parlia- 
ment and Council of State. According to this 
Order, a few Days after, Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper 


reported from the Council of State, that they had 


examined into the Proceedings on the Jate Trial 
of Col. Lillurne; and that the Clerks attending 
there had returned ſeveral ſcandalous and ſeditious 
Speeches, ſpoken by the ſaid Lilburne at his Trial, 
which they took in Short Hand, an Extract of which 
was read; whereupon the Houſe committed L:/- 
burne to the Tower ; and the Lieutenant was in- 
joined to detain. him there, notwithſtanding any 
Habeas Corpus to be granted by the Upper Bench, 
or any other Court of Juſtice, till the Parliament 
ſhould give farther Order.—So great a Dread had 
they of this Man's Popularity, who, from his in- 


vincible Zeal in oppoſing the Arbitrary Proceed- 


ings of Men in Power, under every Change of Go- 
vernment, was at this Time diſtinguiſhed by the 


- 


Name of Freeborn Fobn, 


Great Part of this Month had been taken up in 


canvaſling a Bill. concerning Marriages, and the 
regiſtering thereof, and alſo of Births and Burials: 
On the 25th it paſſed the Houſe on the Queſtion, 


An Ad paſs'd 
relating do Mar- 
riages 


and-was order'd to be printed and publiſhed. 
This extraordinary Act, which entirely took 
Marriages out of the Hands of the Clergy, and 
put it into thoſe of the Juſtices of Peace, well de- 
ſerves our Notice ; we ſhall therefore give an Ab- 
ſtract of the moſt material Clauſes thereof. 
Hereby it was enacted, That all Perſons in 
England or Ireland, intending to be married, ſhould, 
twenty-one Days at leaſt before, deliver in Wri- 
ting to the Regiſter appointed by this Act for 9 
F | * ee 
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Pariſh where each Party to be married live, with re ng 


their Names, Surnames, Additions, and Places of 


Abode, and of their Parents, Guardians, or Over- 
ſeers ; all which the ſaid Regiſter ſhall publiſh three 
ſeveral Lord's Days then next following, at the 
Cloſe of the Morning Exerciſe, in the Church or 
Chapel; or, if the Parties to be married deſired it, 
in the Market-Place next adjoining thereto, on 
three Market-Days, in three ſeveral Weeks next 
following, between the Hours of Eleven and Two; 


which being done, the Regiſter ſhall, upon Re- 


queſt of the Parties concerned, make a Certificate 
of the due Performance thereof, without which 
ſuch Marriage ſhall not proceed: And if any Ex- 
ception be made thereto, the Regiſter ſhall inſert 
the ſame, with the Name of the Perſon making 
ſuch Exception, and their Place of Abode, in the 
Certificate of Publication, 

All Perſons intending to be married, ſhall come 
before ſome Juſtice of Peace of the ſame County, 
City, or Town Corporate, where Publication hath 
been made, and bring a Certificate thereof, with 
Proof of the Conſent of their Parents or Guardi- 
ans, if either of the Parties be under the Age of 
twenty-one Years: And the guides ſhall examine, 
upon Oath, concerning the Truth of the Certifi- 
cate, and due Performance of all the Premiſſes, and 
of any Exception ariſing ; and, if there be no rea- 
ſonable Cauſe to the contrary, the Marriage ſhall 
proceed in this Manner : | | 
The Man, taking the Woman by the Hand, 
ſhall diſtinctly pronounce theſe Words, 7 A. B. 
do here in the Preſence of God, the Searcher of all 

Hearts, tate thee C. D. for my wedded Wife; and 


do alſo in the Preſence of God, and before theſe 


Witneſſes, promiſe to be unto-thee a loving and fait 

ul Hufband: 5 in Toda ach; i. 

And then the Woman, taking the Man by the 
| Hand, ſhall alſo diſtinctly pronounce theſe Words, 
IC. D. do here in the Preſence. of God, the Searcher 
FA all Hearts, tale thee A. B. for my wedded Huſ-, 
Land; and do alſs in the Preſence of God, and be 


fora 


1653. 
Auguſt. 
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-regnum, Tore theſe Witneſſes, promiſe to be unto thee a louing, 
warts * . and . 644 | Soy 4 
— Phe Man and Woman having made ſufficient 
Avgult, Prdof of the Conſent of their Parents or Guardi- 
ans, and expreſſed” their Conſent to Marriage, in 
the Manner and Words aforeſaid, before ſuch Ju- 
ſtice of Peace, in the Preſence of two or more cre- 
dible Witneſſes; he ſhall declare them to be from 
thenceforth Huſband and Wife ; and, after ſuch 
f . Conſent fo expreſſed, and ſuch Declaration made, 
1 / the ſame ſhall be poo and effectual in Law; and 
1 | ns other Form of Marriage ſhal} be accounted va- 
| | d according to the Laws of England: But the 
Juſtice of Peace, in cafe of dumb Perfons, may 
diſpenſe with pronouncing the Words aforeſaid ;- 
| | and with joining Hands, in cafe of Perſons that 
| | have no Hands. $A 24, Y'5 nf ne 
| A Book of Vellum or Parchment ſhall be pro- 
vided for the regiſtering of all ſuch Marriages, and 
of all Births of Children, and Burials of all Sorts. 
of People, within every Pariſh ; for the ſafe keep- 
ing of which, the Inhabitants and Houſholders 
chargeable to the Poor, ſhall make Choice of ſome 
able and honeſt Perſon, to be approved by one 
uſtice-of the Peace of the County, and fo ſigni- 
under his Hand in the faid Regiſter-Book, to 
have the Keeping thereof, who ſhall therein enter 
all ſuch Publications, Marriages, Births of Chil- 
dren, and Burials of all Sorts of Perſons, and the 
Names of every of them, and the Days of the 
Month and Year thereof, and the Parents, Guar- 
dians, or Overſeers Names: And for ſuch Publi- 
cations and Certificate, the Regiſter ſhall be paid 
I's. alfo 15. for the Entry of every Marriage; for 
; every Birth of a Child 4.4. and for every Death 4d, 
But for Publications, Mariages, Births, or Burials 
. of poor People, who live upon Alms, nothing ſhall 
be taken. And the Juſtice of Peace, if deſired, 
ſhall give a Certificate on Parchment, under his 
Hand and Seal, of ſuch Marriage, and of the Day 
of the Solemnization thereof, and of two or more 
of the Witneſſes then preſent, for which his Clerk 


45 
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to receive 16. And if ſuch Certificate ſhall be later-regnum. 
produced to the Clerk of the Peace for that County, 1653. 
and Requeſt made to him to make an Entry there.. 
of, he ſhall enter the ſame in a Book of Parchment * 
to be provided for that Purpoſe, and kept amongſt 
the Records of the ſaid Seſſions, for which he may 
receive 4 4. Sir I 
If any Perſon ſhall, by Violence or Fraud, 
ſteal or take away any one, under the of 21 
Years, or Cauſe ſo to be done, with Intent of 
Marriage, he ſhall forfeit his whole Eſtate, Real 
and Perſonal; one Half'to the Commonwealth, and 
the other to the Party ſo taken away; and farther 
ſuffer cloſe Impriſonment, and be kept to hard La- 
bour in ſome Houſe of Correction during Life: 
And every Perſon convicted of aiding-or abettin 
any ſuch Violence or Fraud, ſhall be impriſoned 
and kept to hard Labour for the Space of -ſeven 
Years.: And any pretended Marriage obtained by 
ſuch Violence and Fraud, ſhall be null and void. 
+ Where any Guardian ſhall betray his Truſt 
touching any Child, by ſeducing, ſelling, or other- 
wiſe wilfully putting ſuch Child into the Hands or 
Power of any Perſon to marry ſuch Child. without 
his or her free Conſent, ſuch Guardian ſhall for- 
feit double the Value of ſuch Child's Portion, one 
Moiety thereof to the Commonwealth, and the 
other to the Child fo married, * 
The Age for a Man to conſent unto Marriage 
ſhall be 16 , ay and the Age of a Woman, 14. 
© Controverſies touching Contracts and Mar- 
riages to be determined at the General Quarter 
Seſſions of the Peace. | 


We ſhall take our Leave of this A& with the 
Mention of a very remarkable Clauſe, which was 
propoſed to be added, upon the Third Reading, 
but paſs d in the Negative. It was this: | 

That if any Perſon then married, or to be 
married according to this Act, ſhould make Proof, 
— one or more credible Witneſs upon Oath, that 

ther the Huſband or Wife had committed er 50 - 

| N * 
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. ani teſtable Sin of e during Auch Marriage, 
1653, then the ſald Parties might be 1250 by the . 
e tence of three Jullices of the Need e RI 


135 1 075 We haye before given a Petition "APA 

y of Kent, againſt the Continuance of 

ads The ws our Collections we have Abundance of 

refles to the Houſe, pro and con, upon this Sub- 

jet : But as one of each may be a ſufficient Spe- 

cimen of the whole, we ſhall begin the Proceed- 

| ings. of this Month with a Petition from the City 

| bee T London in favour of the Clergy, which was 
NE be Gries uſhered in after the following Manaer : 

of the Clergy's, The Houſe being informed that there were ai. 

Right of Main- vers Aldermen and Citizens of London at the Door 

"Ny with a Petition, 27 65 were called i in; and, bein 0 


9 * G, 7 

: HE Lord Mayor of Londzn, the W 

- : and the Commons, in Common Council 

aſſembled, have commanded theſe worthy Gentle- 

men and myſelf to wait upon you in a Buſineſs, I 

think, of as great Concernment as we can ly 

. propound, in relation to your own Honour, the 

Good of the City, and the whole Nation. 

We are very ſenſible, Sit, hat a great Mercy 

of God it hath been to England, that the great 

Truſtees of this Nation have been ſtill ready to pro- 

mote and advance the Goſpel for an hundred'Y ears 

together; and he hath always provided for us pious 

and learned Men to diſpenſe it, and to defend it 
| | againſt our common Enemies, and bleſſed their La- 

oy to Pe e Converſion of ſo many Thouſands; 
= which hath made this Nation rs. eminem than 
all the Nations round about us. 

Other Nations abroad, they have Civil Laws 

= and, Liberties to. preſerve "their Properties: God 

—_ | hath bleſſed us in a more peculiar Manner than he 

| hath done any others. It was in the Heart of the 
| laſt Parliament, and we ſee it in yours, to make it 
your 
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your chief Work to promote Religion in this. Na- . 


tion: We come here upon no other Errand, and 

{hall not meddle with the Particulars of the Petition; 
but only one Thing we are very ſenſible of, except 
the Honour of the Parliament be preſerved, we 
think you will be ſcarce able to do the great Things 
before you; and if any People in the BSD ſhall 
be ſuffered, at their Pleaſure, to reflect upon the 
Supreme Power, we think very ill Fruits muſt fol- 
low upon it: We beſcech you therefore to conſider. 
of your-own Honour, to preſerve it; and we hope 
God will ſtand by you to make good thoſe glorious 
Things which» you have declared for the Good of 
this 3 And ſo, Mr Speaker, I here preſent 

the Petition to you, according to the Order and 
Directions we have receives. . 


To the Supreme Authority of the Nation, the Pak- 


LIAMENT of the COMMONWEALTH of England, 


The HumsLz PeTiTION of the Loxn Mayor, 


_ ALDERMEN, and Commons of the City of Lon: 


don, in Common Council aſſembled, 


an . 
$ HAT your Petitioners do, in all nah 
6 and Thankfulneſs, acknowledge the inh- 


« nite Goodneſs of God to this Nation, in the free 
« Paſlage of the Goſpel for near one hundred Years, 
* together, and the Peace, Plenty, and Proſperity 
© that it hath brought with it; and that all along 
God hath raiſed up pious, learned, and paindef 
Preachers of the Goſpel, whoſe Labours God 
hath bleſſed in the converting of Thouſands, and 
« defending of the Truth again Popery, Errors, 
and Hereſies, although very much oppoſed : and 
perſecuted by a Popith and Prelatical Party. 


 2653«.... 


. 


September, 


© Your Petitioners do likewiſe acknowledge, a-, 


* mong many worthy Things done by the late Par- 


* liament, the tender Care they had of all able, 


faithful, godly Miniſters, in ſetting them at Li- 
© berty from their former Perſecutors, and giving 
* them. all Encouragement in the Exerciſe of their 


c 


—— 
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.-* Miniſtry, and by adding towards their Mainte- 
- © nance a conſiderable Revenue over and above 


hat was antiently ſettled by Law. They alfs 
© encouraged Learning, by reforming the Univer- 
c ſitiẽs, and increaſing the Maintenance of the Go- 


- ©<-yernors of Colleges, where there was need. And 


< what'a Mercy is it like to prove to the Nation, 
© there being ſo many hopeful Plants that in a ſhort 
Time, by the Blefling of God, may de fit for 
< public Service ! And while they were thus pro- 
© moting the Intereſt of Chriſt, how did the Lord 


_ © Neſs their Councils and Forces by Land'and by 


Sea, to the Admiration of their Friends and Ene- 
mies, both at Home and Abroad * 
But as heretofore there never wanted Inſtru- 
ments to vilify, oppoſe, perſecute, or undermine 
© the faithful Miniſters, and preaching of the Goſ- 
© pel;-ſo:of lateYears, yea at this Day, what Scora 
© and Contempt is caſt upon them, and what En- 


© deavours are uſed by petitioning, and other Ways, 


_ © to. deſtroy the Univerſities, and undermine the 


© Preaching of the Goſpel, by taking away that 
< antient ſettled Maintenance, which hath been 
< own'd and acknowledg'd as their Due, by all Par- 
< laments and Courts of Juſtice, Fime'out of Mind? 
And if the Jeſuits, and thoſe that are Popiſhly af- 
« fefted, (of which we have Cauſe to fear there are 
many in this Nation) ſucceed in anal mga Coun- 
< cils and Practices, in diſaffecting the Nation to the 


. © Univerſities and Learning, and the profitable Uſe of 


it in the Preaching of the Goſpel and confuting of 
Hereſies; and likewiſe ſhall prevail in removing 
© the preſent ſettled Maintenance, which is earneſtly 


© endeavoured by them; and perſuade that the Ci- 


vil Magiſtrate hath nothing to do in Matters of 


| zun they will then be in a very great For- 


wa 


neſs to attain that Deſign they have had a- 
© gainft this Nation, ever ſince the bf Reforma- 
tion from Popery. 0 | 1 tn ef 
Now though the Conſideration of all theſe 
Things lies fad on our Hearts, we cannot but, 
c with Thankfulkefs, acknowledge, That * . 
8 of $124 e. 
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a Supreme Power over us, to whom we have En- Inter-regnum. 
couragement to make our humble Addreſs; who 2688. 
© have been pleaſed ſo publickly and affeRionately e 
to declare, that you will be as tender of the Lives, 
Eſtates, Liberties, juſt Rights and Properties of 
© all others, as you will be of your own and of 
your Poſterities. And further, That you can- 
not but acknowledge that ye are not yet atReſt, 
nor can believe ye have yet enjoyed or ſeen enough 
* to accompliſh/ the End of God, or fatisfy "rh 
+ Thoughts of Men, for that vaſt Expence of Blood 
and Freaſure, which could not have been endu- 
red with any Patience, but in Hope that at length 
+ thoſe bitter Pangs and Throws will make ſome pe. 
Way for that long- expected Birth of Peace, 
Freedom, and Happineſs, both to the Souls and 
© Bodies of the Lord's People. And while we are 
© patiently waiting for the Fruits of ſuch pious Re- 
© ſolutions, it cannot but be much Grief of Heart | 
and Regret of Spirit to your Petitioners, to have 
this Parliament unworthily traduced and refleted 
© upon by ſome Perſons, which we humbly con- 
* ceive doth directly tend to the gratifying of the 
* common Enemy, the raiſing of Sedition, diſturb- 
© ing of the preſent Government, and Deſtruction 
© of this Commonwealth. The Premiſes conſi- 
dered, your Petitioners do humbly pray, 
That Care be taken that the precious Truths 
© of the Goſpel, which hath been the bleſſed Por- 
tion of this Nation fo many Years, may be pre- 
© ſerved in their Purity; that the faithful Diſpen- | 
© ſers thereof, being learned, godly; and void of 
* Offence, may receive all due Encouragement ; 
and that ſuch (being fo approved) may be ſent 
forth to preach the Goſpel; that the ſettled Main- 
$ tenance by the Laws of the Land for them, 
© be further confirmed; and that the Acts and Or- 
* dinances of Parliament, formerly made to this 
* Purpoſe, may be put into Execution, and ſuch 
© other Provifion made, that their juſt Properties 
may be preſerved; that the Univerſities alſo, that 
© are the Seminaries of all Sorts of Literature, fo 
| | e © emi- 
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e eminently uſeful for this Commonwealth, both 
933: © in; reſpec; of Civil Government, and alſo, the 
— propagating and defending the bleſſed Truths of 
8 the Goſpel, may be zealouſly couttenanced and 
| | * encouraged +All which- we humbly Faſt to 
5 your grave . Conſideratioan, 
bs le Aud fliall ever pruy, &c \ . | 


| 4 The 8 Petition being ready; the Houſe | 
| ordered the Speaker to return their Thanks to the 
| © "5M ö Petitioners for their good Affections; to acquaint 
| that ſome of the Matters thereof were under 
nſideration; and as to what concerned the tra- 
-- dns of the Parliament, to refer them to give In- 
fotmation thereof to the Council of State, the 
| | Houſe, not doubting the Continuance * their 2 


enden ety of the City. 9 


" "The Charge of ſuſtaining the Dutch War w was 
very great, and though crowned with all the Ad- 
vantages above recited, it could not be ſupported 
c by the Tax of 120, 000 “. a- month, which fill laid 
7 ; n the Public, nor with the Addition of the 
8 | Cultoms and Exciſe then allo in being For, 2 


| The Charge of "Sept. A; Report was made. to-the Houſe, 
de from hs Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, That 
Moths, there as requiſite to be provided for the Uſe of 
| the Navy, from the 15th of Jui laſt to the 31ft 
| of December next, excluſive of ten Frigates intend- 
ed to be built, and the Charges of the Winter vers 
vice, the Sum of 1,115, 000. 1b! 4 7 
+ 13 


Towards which.there ha been paid in —= 4 J 8 
That there was then 2 
1 100, 521 


yew the Cuſtoms —— 130,000 wAV o 

By Dutch Prizes — 100,000 s 5 9 

By Aſſeſſments — 200,000 14 | 
y Collectors Prizes | 12,924. oy 
r 

dy the 31ſt of December 


ie 


5 "- 
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In order to, anſwer. theſe mighty Demands, the Inter- regnums. 
Parliament fell again upon Delinquents and Recu+ 1 
fants, and ordered iq a Bill fora further: Explana- September,. 
tion of the A@ for the Sale of their Eſtates; by * 
which two Parts in three were ordered to be ſold 
immediately. Amongſt theſe thete is a Caſe re · Reſolutions as to 
lating to the famous Counteſs of Derby, ſomewhat the Sale of De- 
remarkable; for there were two Diviſions of the vente fates» 
Houſe: on; it. When the Queſtion. was put, 
Whether the faid, «Counteſs. ſhauld, be admit- 
ted to compound, it was agreed to by only 38 
againſt 36. Then the Qneſtion, That the Com- 
polition ſhall be at two Sixths, being put, the 
Houſe divided M 33 againſt 33; When the 
Speaker gave for the Negative. 80 it was reſolved, 
That the Compoſition ſhould be at fiye Vears for 
Fee · Simple, four for Entails, and three Vears for” 
Life, as the Eſtate was worth in the Year 1640; 
and that ſhe be admitted to evmpound for her Per- 
ſonal Eſtate, according to that Rule, at one Third. 
We give this as à Specimen of what other Roy- 
aliſts ſuffered in theſe Times. The remaining 
Palaces, Caſtles, Parks, and other Eftates, belong? 
ing to the late King, Queen, and Prince,” which 
had been hitherto exempted, were alſo ordered to 
be ſold to the beſt Bidder: Only Hamptou- Curt 
was reſerved. to be exchanged with the Lord - Ge- 
neral for Newhall, an Eſtate in Eſſex, formerly be · 
longing to the Duke of Buckingham, he paying the 
Difference in Proportion. On the 20th of this 
Month Sir Anthony Aſpbley Cooper had been ordered 
by the Houſe to make an Offer to Cromwell of this 
Exchan e; and the Truſtees for the Sale of the 
Royal Palaces were enjoined to forbear making 
any Contract about Hampton-Court for two Days. 
On the 26th Sir Anthony reported, That having 
acquainted the Lord-General with this Offer of the 
Houſe, he return'd his Acknowledgment of their. 
great err towards him therein; but deſired 
they would proceed to diſpoſe of Hampton - Court, 
according to the Act for that Purpoſe. Notwith- 
ſtanding this ſeeming Refuſal, che Houſe reſolved 
oh. ; 5% ' | to 


7 
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bargen. to it the Sale th reof 4 Wen ive far thet 
| — — S and in th the Nay ads * 


nn cept oth propoſed Exchange. | 


Obe 1. "The laft eie over Met. 
at Sea, bad 10 dawp' 1 their 8 "i ab or their Fi- 
nances wefe ſe, exhauſted, that, 1 * could not fit 
out ano er F leet to carry on. the 

Ludlow rites, ”, at, ſince the Begin: 
ning thereof, the Engl, 11 had taken, ſunk, and 
deſtroyed, l! 14 and 1 150 of their Ships, of 

« FRA many. were large Men 0 ar. This great 

| 171. and Ships, reduced the Hollander: 

to i, lo R Ebb; and their Envoy here told the 

© Council, bat he wo! e Maſters ſhould 

ſend them 2 Blank, and that w Conditions of 

Peace they | pleaſed to write on it, the other would 
A 


The Admitals ſubſcribe, Treaty, upon this, being begun, 
Blake and Moncktthe. Engl Admirals, Tk and 4 go . a 


_—_—_— Recols Ho London, and took their Seats in 
— _ of ng 185 Speaker, b by Order, givin them 


5 8 boch r and el eryices 
3 to the Parliament and“ ommonyealth. 3 


The Lord Mayor, About the Dur wing of this. Month Alderm an 

— 3 Thomas Vyner, Lo vor Ele& of London, jp 

er for lente to the Hou for be A pprobation. | 

their Approba- Upon which, Occaſion Mr. Proby,” the Mon 
- 1 of 2 City, thus addreſ AUT wo" 


Mr. +, -- 8 2 
J. E Aldermen of the City of gane 
make their Addreſſes unto the Parliament 
of England ſrom that City, that ancient City, th 
City of London; famous in the Times of Jl 


Cæſar for its Populacy, for the Concourſe and 
Traffic throughout the whole World, and eſpeci- 


35 ally ſor the pe 27 770 and quiet Government of ſo 
3 * 993 pulous a Nation. It is called by that learned 


„ ; | „8. # rofeſſor of the Common Law, Sir Edward Coke, 
22 7 . 4 He | 
8 n . 75 
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* 


The. Heart of the Commontocalth᷑: And truly, I may Inter- regnum. 


ſafely ſay, it is the Metropolitan or chief City of 
this Nation, and a conſtant Lover of Parliaments. 
For albeit, by antient Charters confirmed by 
Parliaments, they are not to be drawn out without 
their own Conſent; yet, both in antient Times and 
alſo modern Times, at the Deſire of Parliament, 
they have not only ventured their Perſons, but ex- 
hauſted their Eſtates, and that moſt willingly. I 
need not go far backward to Stories to manifeſt this, 
modern | imes will manifeſt it ſufficiently ; wit- 
nefs their Expeditions of late, that into Kent, o- 
thers into the Weſtern Parts, as of Taunten-Dean, 
and eſpecially that of G/oucefter, and all with Suc- 
ceſs. And it may be the like Expeditions, in Times 
paſt, that made an antient Record term them, Pro- 
pugnaculum Reipublice,, A Bulwark of the Com- 
monwealth, LEON | 
And, Sir, as they are an antient City, and fa- 
mous in their Generation, ſo, by the Bounty and 
Goodneſs of former Parliaments, and the Juſtice 
of this preſent Parliament, they enjoy many no- 
table Privileges: Amongſt which, they, enjoy this, 
that they have the Choice of their own Magiſtrates; 
which cannat but be accounted a ſingular Bleſſing 
or Benefit: For thereby they avoid the Curſe de- 
nounced by the Prophet, of People not pleaſing 
God, . To have Strangers to rule over them. 
They enjoy a Bleſſing alſo and a Benefit; that 
they ſhall have of themſelves thoſe who know their 
Cuſtoms and Laws, which are many and dear un- 


2 and ſhall be governed according to the 


e. | | 
Sir, by 7. antient Charters, the firſt in the 
bth Year of King John, and the other the 11th 
Year. of Henry It: (both confirmed by Parlia- 


ment) it is granted and confirmed unto the Citi- 
zens of London, That they ſhall, from among/t them- 
ſelves, chooſe out of themſelves an Officer yearly, 
© Sir, it hath been a conſtant Ule, Cuſtom, and 
Ceremony, that the Perſon who hath been choſen 
to be Lord-Mayor, hath been, by the Aldermen, 
Vol. XX. P 4 
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| 8 in their Purple Robes, preſented, from Time to 
„ 155. Time, unto the Supreme Authority. 
—— 1 Ir is reported, Sir, by ſome . Roman Hi-- 

| ſtorians, that the Romans, in the Time of their 
_ Proſperity, were ſo curious. in preſerving of their 
| Rights, Cuſtoms, and Ceremonies, concerning 
3 - the Election of their Magiſtrates, that they com- 

; 3 5 the recording of them unto their High- 


* Prielts: It may be W by ſome that this was 
too ceremonious ; but, Sir, i they conſider their 
Ends, there may be ſome Excuſe in it; for: they 
goncęeived that the Neglect of thoſe Ceremonies 
which were performed upon the Election of their 
Magiſtrates, might, in Time to come, bring Ma- 
Homes and Magiſtracy into Contempt; for albeit 

. Ceremionies'add no Power to the Magiſtrate, yet 
they conceived it ſtrengthened his Hands, and cre- 


ated a Kind of Awe and Obedience in the Multi- 


1410 1 


. 
tunes 0 8 
_ * . 


= | Sir, he is looked upon as a Man faithful, to the 
| Parliament, diſcreet, and fit for 9 
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and the Aldermen of the City of London, in the Inter-regnum. 
Name of the City, do humbly preſent him to this 653. 

Honourable Parliament for your Approbation, de- — — 1 * 
firing he may be ſworn aftet the uſual Manner.” _ | 


To this pompous Harangue, which was ſo agree- 

able to the Houſe, that it was publiſhed by their 
Authority e, the Speaker return'd the uſual Com- - 
pliment of Approbation, and the Lord Mayor was : 
ſworn into his Office. | 


In the Proceedings of Auguſt laſt we took No- 
tice of a Charge of Oppreſſion and Cruelty bein 
preferred againſt Sir John Lenthall, Keeper of the 
Priſon of the · Upper Bench; alſo of a Petition pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, in favour of the ſeveral Pri- 
ſoners for Debt throughout the Nation; and that 
a Bill was, in conſequence thereof, ordered to be 
brought in for Relief of Creditors and poor Debt a 
ors. Aſter ſeveral Alterations this Bill was, on the 
5th of this Month, paſſed into a Law. We have 
obſerved before, That many Acts have been made 
by Uſurpers of the Legiſlative Power, which were 
worthy of better Times: And in this View we ſhall 
give an Abſtract of the moſt important Clauſes of 
that now before us. 3 
« Seventeen Commiſſioners were appointed to An Ad for Re- 
act as Judges in the Caſe of Priſoners in the U pw” 2 
Bench Priſon, the Fleet, the Gatehouſe in eft- = 
minſler, the Counter in Surry, or Priſon in White- | 
chapel, with Power to examine, and determine in 
a ſummary Way, concerning the Cauſes of ſuch 
Perſons Impriſonment, their Eicapes and their 
Eſtates, and to act as Commiſſioners of Bankrupts, 
who were to be allowed Two-pence in the Pound 
out of the Money ariſing by the Sale of ſuch Pri- 
ſoners Eſtates, ſor the Charges of them and their 
Clerk. A certain Number of Perſons were alſo 
appointed" to act in the ſame Capacity for each | 
County in England and Hales, with an Allow- | 
ance of Six-pence in the Pound. een 
D 3 
e Printed by Jabs Field, Printer to the Parliament of Z. R ld. 
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Inter-regnum. - "© Priſoners nat paying their Debtsin fix Months 
4953: toibe'deemed Bankrupts; and in Caſe of Settle- 
3 ment of any Part of a Priſoner's Eſtate in Truſt 
ſor himſelf or any other Perſon, after the Debt 
contracted or Judgment obtain d, theſe Commiſ- 
ſioners were impowered to ſell the Eſtate, and to 
|  _ fine any other Perſon aiding or aſſiſting in fuch 
' _ » Fraud ;\ and Perſons not able to pay ſuch Fine, 
| were to be adjudged to the Pillory or Workhouſe. 
Priſoners able to pay their Debts, and reſuſing 
ſa to do, were, if theſe Commiſſioners thought fit, 
to be ordered to cloſe Impriſonment: The Eſtates 
of any Perſon for whoſe Debts another ſhould be 
impriſoned, were to be ſold as fully as the Eſtate of 
. the Priſoner himſelf; and where a Priſoner made 
an Eſcape, his Eſtate not being ſufficient to diſ- 
charge his Debts, the Goaler and his Security were 
to make good the Deficiency : But in the Caſe of 
Priſoners, againſt whom there had not been any 
Declarations filed, theſe Commiſſioners were to 

diſcharge them, and to give them Damages for 
ſuch vexatious Impriſonmennt. 
2 n order to prevent Priſoners, unable to | 
| their Debts or Fines, from periſhing in Priſon, 
thro the Cruelty or Obſtinacy of any obdurate 
Creditor, theſe Commiſſioners were i red'to 
diſcharge, abate, or give Reſpite of Fime'to any 
ſuch Priſoner, ng as the Circumſtances of 
the Caſe might require; and to remove to the 
Workhouſe, or Houfe of Correction, any obſti- 
nate Priſoner, ho ſhould be found to lye in Pri- 
ſon throꝰ his own wilful Default; or to have run 
into Debt by a vicious Courſe of Liſe. They 
were alſo authorized to examine into the Caſe of 
Perſons who had fraudulently got out of Goal by 
Means of former Acts for Relief of Inſolvent 
Debtors, and to recommit them. They were to 
ingquire into the Abuſe of Charities given to Pri- 
ſoners, and to puniſh the ſame; to mabe Orders 
tor ſelling wholeſome Proviſions to the Priſoners at 
a reaſonable Price; and to cauſe a Table of mo- 
detate Fees to be hung up in every Priſon, and 


* ”4 . 
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any Perſon, taking more was to; forfeit fourfold to Inter-regnum, 


the Party injured, and to be ſet on the Pillory : 
And in caſe of the Death of a Priſoner beſore his 
Debts were paid, they were impowered to ſell his 
Eſtate for Payment thereof: And tho? Priſoners 
enlarg'd by this Act were not liable to be arreſted 


for Debts due before, yet their Eſtates were to re- 


main ſubje& to their Creditors Satisfactioon. 
+ Laſtly, Theſe Commiſſioners were not to be re- 

nſible for their Conduct but to Parliament; and 
in caſe of any Difficulty, wherein they might ap- 


prehend they had not ſufficient Power for the Re- 


lief of juſt Creditors or poor Priſoners, they were 
to certify the ſame to the Houſe, with their Opi- 
nion what further Proviſion was neceſlary to be 
made.. N n fies 

The. Court of Chancery being voted down, the 
Commiiſioners of the Great Seal wanted Employ- 


ment: And Mr. /#/hitlocke, one of them, was or- The Lord Com- 
dered to go Ambaſſador into Sweden, the Lord miſfoner Mbir- 


Viſcount Liſe having declined that Employment, 


an Equipage for that Purpoſe ; but he did not re- 
ceive his Commiſſion and Inſtructions till the latter 


End of this Month, and ſoon after ſet out-for 


Graveſend, with a grand Retinue, on his Em- 


baſſy. W471 _ 


IS AW len | 5 l Ye 8 
O. 11. The Council of State made a Report to 
the Houſe, of ſeveral ſeditious and ſcandalous Pam- 


phlets coming out, tending to the Diſturbance of Complaint — 
ſeditious 


the Commonwealth; and that they had erlesene. 


divers Perſons to find out the Authors, Printers, 


and Publiſhers thereof. One of theſe, intitled, 


A Charge , \High Treaſon again Oliver Crom- 
well, &/qz. for ſeveral Treaſons by him committed, 


was read, - and: ſome Informations taken of the 


Printers c. But the Houſe referred this Buſineſs 
back to the Council, to prepare and preſent to them 
what they thought fit to be done in the Caſe, and 
for Prevention of the like Evils for the future. 

| P 3 | The 
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. * 
and the Sum of 1050/7. was allowed him to fit out». 3 88 5 
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Inter-regnum. .-1 The Houſe had debated ſor ſeveral Days paſt, 
1653. in a Grand Committee, a Propofal for an Equa- 
Dake. lity of Faxes: And on the 14th they came to the 
following Reſolution, viz. That the next Aſſeſſ- 
ment throughout the Nation be by a fix'd Sum on 
each reſpective County, to be levied by a Pound- 
Rate upon Eſtates, Real and Perſonal, And that 
it be referred to the: Committee of the Army to 
conſider how theſe Votes might be made practicable 
with che greateſt Impartiality: But this equitable 

Reſolution was afterwards ſet aſide. ; 


The Reader may remember the Engagement, 

or Oath, to be true to a Commonwealth Govern- 

ment, without either King or Houſe of Lords ?, 

which was enjoined, by the laſt Parliament, to 

1 e and ſubſcribed Aten 5 the Age of 
Sou 18 Years throughout the Kingdom: But there be- 
: . * ing a Clauſe — That no Perſon t to 
per. tanke the ſame ſhould be admitted to ſue for any 
Legacy or juſt Debt due to him, which had been 
1 attended with many grievous and oppreſſive Con- 
ſequences to the Subject, a Motion was made in 
the Houſe, on the 2oth of this Month, by Sir An- 
theny Ajbley Cooper, to take it away; and a Bill for 
that Purpoſe was read a firſt Time: But the Que- 
ſtion being put for à ſecond Reading, it paſs'd in 
the Negative by 48 againſt 23. — the 

Committee of the Law were ordered to bring in 
another Bill for the Redreſs of the Abuſe of plead- 
ing the Engagement in Bar of Suits, in Courts of 
Law and Equity: But it went no further during 


An A@ touching © OZ. 21. Another Diviſion happened in the 
Compoſitions for Houſe, after reading a third Time , a Bill for en- 
1 E- abling the Commiſſioners of Parliament for com- 


; pounding with Delinquents, to diſpoſe of two Parts 
Es of the Lands and Eftates of R ts, for the Be- 
nefit of the Commonwealth: And the Queſtion 


Þ In our 19th Volume, p. 243. 
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being put, That this Bill do pals, it was carried n 
in the Affirmative, by 47 againſt 23, and ordered . 53. 2 
to be printed and publiüed. J 


A Bill had been brought in, for uniting and in- g. ral wenmartk- 
ating Scotland intò one Free State ad Com- able Bills in Agi- 
monwealth with England, which was debated in a tation. "Y 
Grand Committee of the whole Houſe, on the 25th 
and ſome Days after; but was never concluded, 
by reaſon of their fudden Diſſolution. ' A Bill was 
alſo ordered in, to make thoſe Perſons incapable of 
Places who ſhould ſollicit for them; togetltier with 
another for regulating the great Exorbitance of 
Fees in the Law and elſewhere; and for the bet- 
ter Election of Jurors. IL LAS 
A Bill had been likewiſe brought in, for appoint- 
ing Commiſſioners to fit and determine Cauſes in 
Equity; which being debated on the 27th, it was 
rejected, by a Majority of 44 againſt 36; many 
embers being of Opinion that it would be a Set- 
ting-up of two Courts rather than Removing of 
one; of Eſtabliſhing the Court of Chancery rather 
than the Taking of it away: And another Bill, 
more conformable to the Vote of the 5th of Augu/? f 
laſt, was order d in; whereby the Court of Chancery 
was to be aboliſhed, and a Prqviſion made for the 
Diſpatch of the Cauſes depending, at this Time, 
there, and determining Suits of Equity, for the ſu- 
ture, in a ſummary Way: ſo as that the Expence 
thereof ſhould not, in general, exceed 30 or 405. 
The Houſe had lixedwviſe reſolved to rediice the 
Number of Officers in the Exciſe and other Duties, 
and lower their reſpective Salaries, in order to a 
Saving of the public Charge. 
But all theſe great Matters were left unfiniſhed, 
. for the Reaſon above-mentioned. 19 Pain „ 


Wouember. This Month began with the Elec- 

tion of a Council of State ſor the enſuing Year 3 

A Reſolution had paſſed, That ſixteen of the old 

Council ſhould ſtand, and fifteen be changed. The 

Form of the Election was much the ſame as pre 
merly * 


a » n 
\ 
: * 
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um. merly. The Members preſent. were. 1 13; and 
1653. though the Houſe was much divided upon this Oc- 
wy caſion, yet it is remarkable that the Lord-General 
| , November. C,omwell had every Vote; The other Perſons to 
be continued in the Council were Sir Gilbert Picker- 
ing, Major-General "Dehhurouch, Walter Strick- 
land and Henry Lawrence, Eſq!*, Colonels William 
Sydenham and Philip Jones, Sir Charles Molſeley, 
Alderman Tichburn, Six Anthony Abbley Cooper, Bart. 
8 Carew, Eſq; Col, 17725 Montagu, Major- 
General Harriſon, Lord Viſcount Lifle, Richard 
Major and Charles Howard, Eſq'*. The new 
elected were Col. Anthony Rous, Sir William Na- 
berts, John Sadler, Eſq; Sir Robert King, Knt. Col. 
Henry Cromwell, Dr. Jonathan Goddard, Sir Wil- 
liam Brownlow, Col. Nathaniel Barton, George + 
Lord Eare, John Stane, Eſq; Colonels George 
Fleetwood and John James, John Anlaby and Fer- 
vas Bennet, Eſ\q"*. and Col. Bingham.  . 


After debating, for ſome Days, the Inſtructions 
to be given to the new Council of State, and or- 
dering in a Bill for ratifying the ſame, the Houſe 

The Monthly next proceeded to renew the Monthly Aſſeſſment 
Allefiment for of 120, o00 J. to continue for ſix Months longer: 
=_ 7 And; on a Diviſion of 50 againſt 25, it was carried, 
_ That this Sum be divided amongſt the ſeveral 
Counties, according to the laſt Act. It was after- 
| . wards reſolved, That the Monthly Sum of 10, 016“. 
105. ſhould be charged upon Scotland, ſor the 
Maintenance of the Forces there, for eight Months, 
to commence from the firſt Inſtant. 
In the Proceedings of Augu/t we mentioned that 
a Committee was apppinted to conſider of a ne. 
Debate on a Bit Body of the Law: The Houſe afterwards, ap- 
for a new Model pointed every Friday to be. ſet a-part ſon this im- 
of the Law. rtant Buſineſs, which occaſioned grearDebates.... 
he Account whereof is thus given by a Member 
of this Convention, which we ſhalt copy in his 
own Word. 13 e e TN 
* 144 ; 1 Mn ett 3 13 nr HIGH Fhe- 
1A. exact Relation, &c; p. 15. er ſeq, © | + 
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The Clerk of the Houſe, in drawing up the later-tegnum. 
„ 


Queſtion,” put the Word Body inſtead of Me- 
del, which ſome Members, Friends to this Vote, 
deſired to have altered ; but others, Lovers of the 
Law: as it now ſtood, oppoſed the Alteration of 
the Word, being very angry at the Vote; and fo 
it went as it was, with ſome ſeeming Diſadvan- 
tage, by means of the Word Body, which ſome 
of thoſe aforeſaid' angry Gentlemen would needs 
fancy, and according) reported, as if it were in- 
tended to deſtroy and take away the Laws we had 
been fighting for all this while as our Birth-Right 
and Inheritance: And ſuch a Noiſe was made 
about -it, that made many believe that the Houſe 


N 


was made up of Monſters, rather than Men of 


Reaſon and Judgment : But there were ſome very 


ſober and moderate Gentlemen, in the Account 


of all Men, that concurred heartily in this Vote. 


Some of the Reaſons that were alledged in the 


Debate producing this Vote, was the Intricacy, 
Uncertainty, and Incongruity in many Things, 
with the Word of God and right Reaſon, in — 
RE ay) 


hat whereas the Laws ought to be 


. e 
eaſy, plain and ſhort, ſo that they who were to be 
ſubje& to them, and have Benefit by them, might 
be able to know and underſtand them in ſome 
good Meaſure, they are now ſo voluminous, and 


thereby intricate and uncertain, dark and conceal- 


ed, as few are able to come to the Knowledge of 
them. Thoſe of the Profeflion of the Law dif- 
fer, in very many Caſes, what the Law is, and 
are of- ſeveral Opinions- about this Thing and 
the other ; and then how ſhould others, tho! high- 
ly concern'd, be able to underſtand them, and 


their Intereſt therein contain'd;' there being ſo 


many Law-Books of great Bulk, fo many old 
muſty Records, Reports and Book-Caſes, as 
that, after the Time ſpent in School-Learning, 
the reſt of the Time of the Flower of a' Man's 
Years would be little enough to read them over 


and peruſe them. 43 3a 
That 


ovember. 


, \ 
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3 That, beſides, thoſe Records and Book-Caſes 

295% are very ill Guides or Lights to go by, for who 
November,” knoweth the Circumſtances that did attend them, 
which often alter the whole Caſe ? Who know- 
eth whether; in thoſe Caſes, Bribery did not make 
the Judgment, or the Powerfulneſs of ſome great 
Man, or the Love or Hatred of the Judge, or 
the Negligence or Corruption of the Advocate ? 
And, beſides, in thoſe Law-Caſes, ſome Precedents 
are directly contrary to others; and an Advocate 
or Counſel alledgeth one Cafe or Report, and ano- 
ther another ; and then the Judge followeth which 
he pleaſeth : How arbitrary is the Law in this 
Caſe? Andat what Uncertainty are the great Inte- 
reſts and Properties of Menn 
© Beſides, how various are the Cuſtoms which, 
notwithſtanding, paſs for Law ? Uſually unknown 
but to ſome old Men of the Place; which, tho 
it be ever ſo unrighteous and unreaſonable, Time 
out of Mind carries it“ How bulky and volumi- 
nous are the Statute-Books ? And of ſo great a 
Price that few are able to buy them; and ſo large 
that few can ſpare Time to read them, to know 
their Right, and how they are concerned in them; 
and yet they muſt be judged, and Rand or fall by 
them. And many Pimes ſome muſty Statute, 
of a hundred Years old and more imprinted, is 
found and made Uſe of by ſome crafty Lawyer, to 
the Undoing! of an honeſt Man that meant no 
Hurt, not kbew any Thing at all of the Danger. 
V Upon ſomething held forth to this Effect, the 
Vote was firſt carried for a new Body or Model of 
the Law; and a Committee choſen to that End, 
who met oſten, and had the Help of ſome Gen- 
tlemen of Worth, that had deſerved well of their 
Country, being true Patriots; who liked well the 
Thing, as very uſeful and deſirable, it being not a 
deſtroying of the Law, or putting it down, as 
ſome ſcandalouſſy reported, But a reducing the 
wholeſome, juſt and good Law into a Body, from 
them that are uſeleſs and out of Date 3 ſuch as 
concern'd the Biſhops and Holy ah 
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and were made in favour of Kings, and the Luſts Iater-rezaum. 
of great Men, of which there are very many. If 2953: 
the Law of God he eyed, and right Reaſon look'd —— | 
into in all, there! be ſome Laws that are contrary. 
to both z, as the putting Men t Death for Theft, 
the ſparing the Lives of Men for Murder, under 
the Nation and Name of Manſlaughter; a Term 
and Diſtinction not found in the righteous Law of / 
God: And that unreaſonable Law, that if a Wag- . 
gon or Cart, &c. driven by the Owner, or ſome 
other, with never ſo much Care, fall and kill any 
Perſon, the Qwner, though it were his own Son 
or Servant, that could no way help it, ſhall loſe 
bis Horſe and Vaggen by the profane and ſuper- 
ſtitious Name of Deodand; and the Owners of 
the Goods ſhall loſe them alſo upon the ſame Ac- 
count, though they were as innocent as Abel. 
Other Inſtances might alſo be given. 
* The Way the Committee took in order. to 
their Work, which muſt needs be elaborate, was 
by reducing the ſeveral, Laws to their proper Heads 
to which they did belong, and ſo modelizing or 
N of them; abing Knowledge of the 
Nature of them, and what the Law of God ſaid 
in-the Caſe, and how agreeable to right Reaſon 
they were ; likewiſe how proportionable the Pu- 
iſhment was to the Offence or Crime; and where- 
in there ſeem'd any Thing either deficient or ex- 
ceſſive, to offer a Supply and Remedy, in order tg 
rectifying the whole. The Committee vegan with 
Criminals; Treaſon being the higheſt, they con- 
ſidered the Kinds thereof; what was meet to be 
adjudged Treaſon in a free Commonwealth, and | 
what was meet to be the Puniſhment of Grand 
and Petty T reaſon. Then they proceeded to Mur- 
der, the Kinds of it, and what was to be ſo ad- 
judg'd, and the Puniſhment thereof. The like 
they intended concerning Theft, and after to have 
aſcertained and ſecured Property; as alſo the Exe- 
cutive Part of the Law: So as a Perſon ſhould not 
need to part with one Property to ſecure and wo 
anather, as now it is; Perſons being forced to 5 
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Inter- teguum. the Property of their Cow, to keep the Property of 
1653. their Horſe; or one Parcel of Land to preſerve and 
Need keep another. This Body of Laus, when mode- 

owember. lized, was to be reported to the Houſe to be con- 
We, ſidered of, and paſſed by them as they ſhould ſee 

, Cauſe: A Work in itſelf great, and of high Eſteem 
with many, for the good Fruit and Benefit that 
would ariſe ſrom it: By which Means the huge 
Volumes of the Law would come to be reduced 
into the Bigneſs of a Pocket-Book; as it is, propor- 

tionably, in Neto-England and eliewhere. A Thing 
of ſo great Worth and Benefit as England is not 

worthy of, nor likely in a ſhort Time to be fo 

leſs'd as to enjoy. And that was the true End 

and Endeavour of thoſe Members that laboured in 

that Committee, although it was moſt falſly and 

wickedly reported, that their Ende avours tended to 

deſtroying the whole Laws, and pulling them up 
by the Roots.“ eee e 
| ' 


Nov. 10. According to the late annual Cuſtom, 
5 this Parliament took upon them to nominate She 
riffs for all the Counties of England and Wales, and 
ordered in a Bill to regulate that Office, eſpecially 
in paſſing their Accounts. 
ef „ 4 g LEES . F223 
b Nov. 17. This Day the Queſtion being ſed, 
—— 1 preſent to — 
of Benefices. ſhall, from henceforth, be taken away, and that 
a Bill be brought in for that Purpoſe, the Houſe 
divided; Yeas 58, Noes 413 ſo the Bill was order- 
ed in accordingly. + ß 
| ; Dee 


Nov. 21. The Bill for conſtituting a High Court 
of Juſtice was this Day read twice in the Houſe: 
Then the Commiſſioners Names were read, and 
voted ſeparately; and, after à third Reading, it 
| 1 paſſed without any Diviſion. The Time of Con- 
1 tinuance to be till the firſt of Aug, 1654. | 


— . OS HERR.” - 
- 


December. This Parliament, er rather Couven- 
tion, began now to be near its Period; though * 
40 Ve 
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veral Bills, and ſome of great Moment, lay yet Later. regnum. 


before them unſiniſhed: Their 2 Maſter 9 
well,” who had given them the Power they ſat by, 
thinking proper ſhortly after, to retract that Power, 
and leave them private Perſons as he found them. 
They continued, however, to ſu and do Buſineſs 
as uſual, and act as if they had not the leaſt Appre- 
henſion of à Diſſolution. For 


On the ſecond of this Month the Houſe receiv'd 


the following Report from the Committee for 
Tythes, who had ſat long on that Affair. The 


1653. 
— mmnd 
December. 


firſt Article of this Report was, That, in their Report from the 
Opinion, the beſt — ejecting ignorant, pro- Committee for 
ſane, and ſcandalous: Miniſters, was for Commiſ- Tyches. 


ſioners to be ſent from thence into all the Counties, 
divided into fix Circuits, beſides London and Mid- 
dleſex, three Commiſſioners into each Circuit, to 
join with four or fix of every County, and each 
Riding in Yorkſhire to be as a County; and that 


in every County the faid Perſons, or five of them, 


(two of the Parliament's Commiſfioners being 
always preſent) to be impowered to eject all Mini- 
ſters, of that County, that were not of good Be- 
haviour and holy in Converſation, or that were not 
apt and able to teach, or, in teaching, held not 
forth the faithful Word; or were not diligent, or 
laboured not in the Word and Doctrine, or were 
greedy of filthy Lucre ;, And to be alſo impower'd 


to ſettle godly and able Perſons to preach the 


Goſpel in all void Places, and to unite two or three 
Pariſhes together, ſo that none were above three 
Miles from the public Meeting- Place“ 

The ſecond Article contained only the Names 
of 21 Commiſſioners, recommended to the Houſe 
by the Committee, conſiſting of about ten Mini- 
ſters, the reſt Laymen, ſome of whom were Of- 
ficers in the Army. N rds | 
By the third Article, © All Perſons approv'd on 


as public Preachers of the Goſpel in the public 


Meeting- Places, were to enjoy the Maintenance 
already ſettled by Law, and ſuch other Encourage- 


ment as the Parliament had already 1 or 
| there- 
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Inter. rexnum. thereafter ſhouſd' appoint : And that where any 

653. ſerupled Payment of Tythes, tlie three next Juſtices 

Pee of Peace; or tue of them, ſhould, upon Com- 
1 pPʒlaint; call the Parties concern'd before them; ant, 
, by che Oaths of lawful Witnefles, thould duly ap- 
portion the Value of the ſaid Tythes to be paid ei- 

ther in Money or Land, by them to be ſet out ac- 
i Coding to the ſaid Value, to be held and enjoyed by 
=_. | - Himi that was: to have the ſaid Tythes; and in caſe. 
ſuch apportion'd Value was not duly paid or enjoy- 

Ed, according to the Order of the ſaid Juſtices, the 

Tythes ſhould be paid in Kind, and ſhould be re- 


covered in any Court of Record. 0 
Laſtly, That upon hearing and conſidering 
what had been offered to the Committee touching 
Property in Fythes, of Incumbents, Rectors, Poſ- 
ſeſſors of Donatives or impropriate Tythes, it was 
the Opinion of the Committee, That the ſaid Per- 
ſons have a legal Property in Tythes. 
Bat the Houſe came to no preſent Reſolution 
upon this Buſineſs. MERTEN: £975: 5 OW! 


5 The nekt Day the Patliament appointed. four 
SGBegnerals or Admirals for the Sea Service; the 
| ; two old ones, Blake and Moncke, were continued; 
to whom they added Major-General Deſborough 

And Vice-Adfuiral Penn. 917 4 1 


Dec. 7. The Houſe reſumed the Debate upon 
the Report from the Committee of T'ythes, which 
wholly engaged their Attention, without the leaſt 
Intervention of other Buſineſs, till the 10th ; when 
the fifſt Clauſe of the ſaid Report being read, and 

the Queſtion put for agreeing with the Committee, 

it paſsd in the Negative by ſo, ſmall a Majority as 

56 againſt 54. And the next Day of their Sitting 
we find only the following Entry in the Journali, 

The Parliament ix. eben 

reſolve to e, onde, Dee. 12. It being moved in the Houſe 
NO e the this Day, That the Sitting of this Parliament any 

Lord-General longer, às now conſtituted, will not be for the 
Crenwel, Good of the Commonwealth; and that therefore 
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it was requilite Bane up unto the Loxd-Gene- 
ral Cromwell the Powers which they had received 
from him; and that Motion being ſeconded by 


ſeveral other Members, the Houſe roſe; and 


Inter- 3-4 4 
1653... 


the Speaker, with many of the Members of the 


Houle, departed out of tne Houſe to H/bitehall ; 
where, they, being the greater Number, of the 
embers ſitting in Parliament, did, by a Writing 
under their Hands, reſign wato h E 0 l 
125 Powers; And Mr. Speaker, attended with the 
Members, did preſent the ſame to his Excellency 
accordingly. | J 2 
This Convention. being thus laid aſide, without 
any other Notice taken of the Suddenneſs of it, in 
the Journali, it will be neceſſary to look into the 
Hiſtorians of theſe Times, to ſearch for the Rea- 
ſons of State which occalign'd it. 
Mr. Whitlecke is very ſhort in his Account of 
this nee but a good Reaſon may be gi- 
ven for it: He was then gone Ambaſſador to Sie- 


: 
l 


is Excellency their 


_ 


Motives thereto, 


and the Manner 


thereof, 


den, and did not return till ſome Time after, the 


Diſſolution. And he has. hinted, in another Part 
of his Memoirs, That he was purpoſely ſent abroad 
at this Time, by Cremwell,. for fear he ſhould 
any ways obſtruct his ambitiqus Deſigns. So that 
we find nothing more in his Work,.than what we 
may ſuppoſe he copied out of the Journals at his 
Return, ſince it is almoſt verbatim the ſame with 
them. But Lieutenant-General Ludlow is much 
more explicit in this Matter, as appears by the 
following Extract from his Memoir: 

The perfidious Cromwell having forgot his moſt 
ſolemn Profeſſions and former Vows, as well as 
the Blood and Treaſure that had been ſpent in this 
Conteſt, thought it high Time to take off the 


Maſk ; and reſolved to ſacrifice all, 40 iQories - 


and Deliverances to his Pride and, Ambition, un- 
der Colour of taking ace him the Office, as it 
were, of a High Conſtable, in order to kw the 

r 


r Vol, II. p. 471. 
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Inter-regnum. Peace of the Nation, and to. reſtrain Men from 
WS. cutting one another's Throats. One Difficulty yet 
| — — nei remained to obſtruct his Deſign, and that was the 
Convention which he had aflembled, and inveſted 
with Power, 'as well as earneſtly ſolicited, to re- 

form the Law, and reduce the Clergy to a more 

Evangelical Conſtitution. And having ſufficiently 

alarmed thoſe Intereſts, and ſhewn them their 

Danger from this Convention, he informed them 

b : _ © Farther, that they could not be ignorant of the 

= . Confufton that all Things were brought into by 


l 9 


the immoderate Zeal of thoſe in Authority, and to 
What Extremities Matters might be reduced, if 
pes to go on; poſſibly, i he, to the utter 
Extirpation of Law and Goſpel; and therefore 
| d adviſed that they would join their Intereſts to bis, 
þ in order to prevent this a deh. His Propo- 
ſition was readily embraced by the corrupt Part of 
the Lawyers and Clergy, and ſo he became their 
Protector, and they the humble Supporters of his 
| . _-. Tyranny, But that his Uſurpation might ſeem 
les horrid, he fo contrived it by his Inſtruments, 
that ſome of the Convention muſt openly manifeſt 
their Difapprobation of their own Proceedings; 
and, under diyers ſpecious Pretences, put à Period 
to their fitting. eee Aeg 
To this End it was agreed by Mr. Ronſe, 
Chairman to that Aſſembly, and the reſt of Crom- 
welPs Junto, to meet earlier in the Houſe than 
uſual, Which was done, accordingly. on the 12th 
of December, 16 53. hoping, by Surprize, to obtain 
a Vote for their Diſſolution: Being met, Col. H- 
' denham, Sir Charles Wolſeley, and others, accord- 
ing to their Inſtructions, bitterly inveighed againſt 
the Tranſactions of the Convention; and particu- 
larly charged them with a Deſign to deſtroy the 
Army, by not making a ſufficient and timely Pro- 
viſion for their Pay. They alledged, That tho' 
they had voted them a Sum of Money, yet having 
reſolved to raiſe it by way of a Pound-Rate, it 
would take up ſo much "Fime to bring it in, that 
the Army muſt either ſtarve by Want, or one 


7 


the Country by Free- Quarter. A ſecond Ground 
of their Invectives was taken from a Motion made, 
that the Great Officers of the Afmy ſhould ſerve 
without Pay for one Year. They accuſed them 
alſo of endeavouring to deftroy the Clergy, the 
Law, and the Property of the Subject ; initancing 
in their denying a Right of Preſentation to the Pa- 
trons of Eccletiaſtical Benefices : Ard, in general, 
that they had not a Frame of Spirit to to Julie, 


which they would have made out by their not re- 


lieving Sir John Stawell, when he made his Appli- 
cation to them. Thus they endeavoured to cajole 
the Clergy, Lawyers, Cavaliers, and all Intereſts, 
except that which they ihould have had moſt Re- 
d to. | Dor | 
ot They thought to have prevented any Debate 
about their Deſign, by meeting fo early in the 
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Morning; but they were deceived, and enough . 


found in the Houſe to anſwer their Objections. 
To that concerning the Army it was ſaid, That 
the Pound-Rate was found to be the moſt equal 
Way of raifing Money, and therefore reſolved up- 
on by them; not at all doubting that it would come 
in ſoon enough for the Soldiers Supply: T Fat they 
thought it reaſonable and juſt, that the Great Of- 


hcers of the Army, who were poſleſſed of plentiful 


Eſtates; and had received all their Arrears, ſhould 
abate ſomewhat of their Superfluities; and ſerve for 
a little Time freely, as well as thoſe who were 
employed in Civil Affairs, whoſe Labour and Ha- 
zard was as great, and both equally concerned in 
the Public Good eſpecially conſidering how much 
this Conduct would contribute to the Eaſe and. Sa- 
tisfaction of the People, who could not be ignorant 
that there were now no preſſing Occaſions of 


Charge or Danger, the Enemy being every-where 
entirely ſubdued. To what had been done in or- 


der to a Reformation of the Law and Clergy, it 


was anſwered, That as they conceived there was 
great Need of it, ſo they had been told that they 
were called together principally for that End; and 


chat if they had done any Thing too much there- 
Vol. * 1 wem 


. LY F ; | : | | i 
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. in, the Gentlemen who blamed them for it were 


ever coming on to Things of Public Good were 


* n * 8 


* I 


very unfit' ſo to do, having themſelves / been the 
Men that preſſed them continually to go much far- 
ther than they had done. To the Objection con- 

cerning Preſentations, they ſaid, That the Method 
uſed therein ſeemed to them too unreaſonable to be 
continued; it being, in effect, to give a Power to 
the Greateſt of the Pariſh, who were not always 
the Beſt, to preſcribe what Religion they pleaſed 
to the Pariſhioners, by prefenting a Perſon, how- 
ſoever unfit for that Office, to be their Miniſter. 


_ Laſtly, in Anfwer to the Charge of denying Relief 


to Sir John Stawell, it was anſwered, That the 
Conſideration of that Matter was before them, and 
that they would not have failed to act as his Caſe 


deſerved. 


Thus far Mr. Ludlo9v; who, being at this Time 


in Ireland, could write upon Information only. 


We ſhall thereſore add ſome Particulars collected 
into one View, from three different Members of 
this Convention, ſaid to have been preſent at the 


Diſſolution of it ©; obſerving on'ys that our J{emo- 


riali/s Narrative of this Tranſaction is, in general, 

confirmed by all theſe Contemporaries, whoſe fur- 

ther Account of it runs thus: . „ t, 
As ſoon as the Speaker had taken the Chair, a 


Member ſtood up, and ſpoke to this Effect: That 


he muſt diſburden himſelf of ſome Things that 
had a long Time laid upon his Heart : That he 
was now to ſpeak to the E//e, or Being, rather than 
the Bene efje, or. Well-being, of the Common- 
wealth; which was ready to ſink, through the ill 
Management of the Authority intruſted to that Aſ- 
ſembly ; and that, for his own Part,' he muſt re- 
ſign his Power from whence he had it; foreſeeing 
clearly that their Waitings and Expectations of 


K more 
r An erat Relation of the Proceedings and Tranſations of tbe 

Parliament eubich begun Jo 4, 1653. Bya —— thereof. 
A true Narrative of the Cauſe and Manner of the Diſſolution of 


the late Parliament upon the 12th of December, 1653, by'a Mem- 
ber preſent at that Tranſaction. | BY Shs. 
An Anſnver to the above Narrative, by anos Member, 


F 
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more and more diſappointed : [He then inſtanced Inter- regnum 


the Particulars touching the Army, the Clergy, 
the Law, &c. as before recited] And that, for theſe 
| Conſiderations, he could not fatisfy himſelf to fit 
any longer in the Houſe, and fo be guilty of bring- 
ing Confuſion and Deſolation upon the Nation: 
But af any would yet be. ſo hardy as to continue 
there, he would ſay unto them, in the Words of 
the Prophet, Ephraim hath joined himſelf to Idols; 
let him alone.” | 5 
„This Motion being ſeconded by two more, 
with ſome bitter Invectives, another Member ſtood 
up; and (declaring himſelf to ſpeak with much Diſ- 
advantage in that he had not, as the other Gen- 
tleman, any premeditated 'T bing to ſay) told the 
Speaker, He had in his Hand an Expedient in 
reference to the Things comprehended in the Vote 
of the 1oth of December, concerning Tythes, 
which he hoped would ſatisfy all; and that the 
Committee for regulating the Law had ready to be 
offered to the Houſe, ſeveral Bills of very great 
Concernment to the Good and Eaſe of the People; 
proteſting before God, Angels, and Men, his Diſ- 
ſatisfaction to the propoſed Reſignation, as being 
deſtructive to the Ott. Some Gen- 
tlemen ſtanding up to ſecond him, were not ſuf- 
fered to-ſpeak. Others continued to preſs the for- 


mer Motion, nen; That it was not now a 
FThereupon the Speaker, tho“ 


Time to debate: 
earneſtly called on to keep the Chair, left it ; and 
the Serjeant, as if he had been of his Counſel, took 


up the Mace, and carried it before him, though 


much urged to the contrary.” Theſe were inſtantly 
* by the Chief Clerk, and followed by about 

Members, who went directly to Mhitehall, and 
there ſubſcribed a Reſignation of their Power to 
the Lord- General. Thirty odd ſtaid in the Houſe 
till Colonel Goffe and Major bite came in, and 


intreated them earneſtly to go out. To which it 


was as earneſtly replied, TI hat at their perſonal 
Requeſt they could not, nor would not, withdraw, 
unleſs compell'd by Force. Whereupon the Of- 

W ALS ficers 


1653. 
December. 


— K \ . * * 


- - - = 
=- 
. - . 
* I - * 
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Inter- regnum. ficers calling in a File of Muſketeers, the Mem- 
1653. bers withdrew; and ſome of theſe went, three or 
I four Days after, and ſubſcribed the Inſtrument of 
- " Reſignation. | e 
When this Inſtrument, ſo ſigned, was brought 
to Cromwell, he lifted up his Eyes with Aſtoniſh- 
ment; and, with no leſs ſeeming Modeſty, re- 
fuſed to receive it; but, at length, through the 
Importunĩty of Major-General Lambert and others, 
repreſenting to him that the Welfare of the Na- 
tion abſolutely required his Acceptance of the Par- 
. Hament's „ he thought fit to comply 
with their Requeſt.” Though it is the concur- 
rent Opinion of all Contemporary Writers, that 
Cromtpell's Refuſal to accept of this Offer of the 
Legiſlative Power was meer Hypocriſy, and that 
this formal Surrender of it was a Contrivance of his 
own, in order to pave the Way to the Protecto- 
rate; yet in a Speech made to the enſuing Parlia- 
ment, Sept. 12, 1654, he poſitively affirms, in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, © That be was ſo far from 

| having any Hand in this Project, that he was an 
1 abſolute Stranger to the Deſign, till the Speaker, 
| with the major Part of the Houſe, came to him 

with the Inſtrument of their Reſignation.“ 

| Before we take our Leaye of this Convention, 
Remarks there-wwe ſhall mention a very high Charge brought 
" againſt them by Lord Clarendon. His Lordſhip 
writes, That theſe Men who took upon them- 
ſelves the Supreme Authority-of the Nation, and 
continued to act in beg Grp ſix Months, 
to the Amazement and even Mirth of the People, 
never entered upon any grave or ſerious Debate, 

that might tend to any Settlement; but generall 

, _ expreſſed great Sharpneſs and Animoſity again 
| the Clergy, and againſt all Learning; out of which 
they thought the Clergy had grown, and ſtill would 
row. at they look'd upon the Function itſelf 
to be Anti-Chriſtian, the Perſons to be burdenſome 
to the People, and the requiring and paying of 
Tythes to be abſolute Judaiſin, and 'To TR 


*-Hifory, Vol. VI. p. 434. 


1 
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fit that they ſhould be aboliſhed together: And- Inter-regnum, 


that there might not, for the Time to come, be 
any Race of People who might revive theſe Pre- 
tences, they propoſed, "That all Lands belonging 
to the Univerſities, and Colleges in thoſe Uni. 
verſities, might be fold ; and that the Money ari- 
ſing thereby ſhould be diſpoſed of for the Public 
Service, and to eaſe the People from the Payment of 
Taxes and Contributions.” But, upon a ſtrict 


Review of the Journals, it does not appear that 
any ſuch Motion, or Propoſal, relating to the Uni- 
verſities, was ever made in the Houſe. What 


might be intended by ſome Zealots, we pre- 
tend not to determine : But the only Attempt that 
carried any T<ndency that Way, was the Scheme 
for aboliſhing of Tythes: And this Project, as we 
are aſſured by a · Member of this Convention *, was 
ſo far from being intended to the Prejudice of the 
Parochial Clergy, that the Deſign was only to take 
away the Manner of Maintenance by Tythes as 
unequal, .burdenſome, and being the Occaſion of 
litigious Law Suits; and that a Bill was offered, on 
the Day of the Parliament's Reſignation, for ren- 
dering the Revenues of the Clergy more certain 
and equal, by reducing Benefices of 200 J. a- year 
and upwards, and advancing thoſe of a ſmaller In- 
come; and alſo for making a Proviſion for the Wi- 
dows and Children of Miniſters ; but that this 
equitable Propoſal was refuſed a Reading ; and that 
therefore the Charge againſt one Part of the Houſe, 
of an Intent to Jeſfroy the Miniſtry, was a ground- 
leſs Reproach, caſt upon thoſe who endeavoured 
only to take off Opprefſions and Grievances.'—— 


The Truth of this Gentleman's Aſſertion ſeems the 


leſs liable to be controverted, becauſe it is an in- 
conteſtable Fact, though generally paſſed over by 
the Hiſtorians of theſe Times, That the Long 
Parliament, when they aboliſhed Epiſcopacy an 


ſold the Temporal Revenues of the Biſhops, Deans 


and Chapters, &c. made-an expreſs Reſerve of all 
their Impropriations, which were to be applied = 


t An era on, &c. 


1653, 
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165 Jo 


December, 


| 0 
about at the Time of their Diſtsladen.— Thus 


* * * 


I 


the Increaſe of the Revenues of the Parochial Clergy 


and Heads of Colleges ; and the ſame Reſerve of 
Impropriations was made in the AR * paſſed, by this 


Convention, for enabling Delinquents to compound 


for their Eſtates. The Journalt alſo abound with 
Inſtances wherein thoſe Gentlemen, who had the 
Misfortune to be under Sequeſtration for their Loy- 
alty to the King, were obliged to endow the re- 


ſpective Vicarages of which they were Impropria- 


tors, with a Portion of the Tythe ; and the Va- 


lue of ſuch Portion, upon a Calculation of Years, 


fitions. | 
We are very far from entering into a Vindica- 


was allowed in Part of Payment of their Compo- 


tion of this Unconſtitutional Aſſembly. It is cer- 


tain that the Manner of their being convened, in 
Obedience to Cromwel/'s Warrant of Nomination, 
was the moſt flagrant Inſtance of Invaſion upon the 
Rights and Liberties of all the Electors of the Three 
Nations our whole Hiſtory affords ; and was ab- 
ſolutely ſubverſive of the very Being of Parliaments. 
But whether they deſerve all that Ignominy which 
bs been caſt upon them by the Contemporary 

iſtorians we have cited in our Account of their 
Tranſactions, and ſome Modern Writers who have 
implicitly copied them *, will beſt appear by the 
Laws they made, and the Bills they were employed 


much by way of Digreflion. Fe tal bs. 


But to return — | 14 
Cromwell having, as before obſerved, accepted 


the Parliament's Inſtrument of Reſignation, under 


* | their 
t. This Act, which is not printed in Scobell's Collections, may be 


ſieen in Hugber : Abridgiment, p. 498. 


u Mr. Rapin writes, That this Ridiculous Aſſembly did no- 


thing worth remembering in a Seſſion of more than five Months.” 


| | Vol. II. Fol. Edit. p, 590. 
And Mr. Cart, from whom we expected ſome new Lights to be 
thrown upon this iraportant Criſis of Hiſtory, beftows little more 
than a Page upon the whole Tranſactions of this Aſſembly; which 


being chiefly copied from Lord Clarendon, he has fallen into the 


fame Miſtake about ſelling the Univerfities Lands. 
| 9 Vol. IV. p. 658. 


* 
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their Hands and Seals, the ſame Day called a Ia 
Council of Officers and others, whom our Feur- 


naliſis v ſtyle Perſons of Intereſt in the Nation; and 8 


having conſulted with them how this great Burden 
of governing England, Scotland, and Ireland, with 


the Armies therein, and Navies at Sea, ſhould be Cen decla- 

borne, and by whom; after ſeveral Days ſeeking red Cerebro tec 
n tor of England, 

of God, and adviſing therein, it was reſolved, Scarland, and 


That a Council of godly, able, and diſcreet Per- 1re/and. 


ſons ſhould be named, to conſiſt of not more than 
21, nor leſs than 13: And that his Excellency 
be choſen Lord Protector of the Three Nations. 
The Names of this Council were, Henry Law- 
rence, Eſq; the Preſident; Philip Lord Viſcount 
Lifle ; the Majors General Lambert, Deſborough, 
and Skippon; Licutenant-General Fleetwood; the 
Colonels Edward Montagu, Philip Jones, and Wil- 
liam Sydenham ; Sir Gilbert Pickering, Sir Charles 
Molſeley, and Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, Bart“. 


Francis Rouſe, Eſq; Speaker of the late Convention 
Walter Strickland, and Richard Major, Eſq". arte get 105 
moſt of whom had been SN concerned in Inauguration. 


bringing about the late Reſignation *; by which all 
Obſtacles to Cromwe!l's Glory being quite re- 
moved, he was, four Days after, declared Lord 
Protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland: The 


Form and Manner of which unprecedented Cere- 


monial we ſhall deſcribe as particularly as poſſible, | 


On the 16th of December his Excellency came 
from J/hitehall, attended by the Lords Commiſhon- 
: ers 
w Proceedings on State Affairs, No. 221. Nowvelles Ordi- 
naires de Londres, No. 183, See alſo an intercepted Letter on this 
Subject, in Thurle's Papers, Vol. I. p. 6342. | 
* Mr, Ludlow informs us, That Cromwell having, as a public 
Robber, poſſeſſed himſelf of the Nation's Purſe, diſtributed 1000 /. 
per Ann. to each of his Council, becauſe nothing of Conſcience or 
Honour could be preſamed would ever keep them fteady in their 
Fidelity to his Uſurpation,” Memoirs, Vol. II. p. 479. 
The Author of a Piece intitled, A mode Vindication of Oliver 
Cromwell, from the unjuſt Accuſations of Lieutenant-General Lud- 
Jow, (printed in the Year 1698) imputes the ſevere Reflections this 
Memorialiſt ſo plentifully beſtows upon Cromwell, after his Advance- 
ment to the Protectorate, to a Reſentment at the Diſappointment of 
his own Ambition by the Diſſolution of the Long Parliament and 
the ſetting aſide a Commonwealth Government, ; 
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i Inter -regnum. ers of the Great Seal of England; the Judges and 
| " 1653: Barons of the ſeveral Benches in their Robes ; and 
—— moſt of the Council of the Commonwealth: The 
dan Pore Mayor and Aldermen of, the City of London, 
in their Scarlet Gowns, with the Recorder, 
 Town-Clerk, and Sword-Bearer with the Cap of 
0 Maintenance and Sword, but not erected, paſſed 
immediately before his Excellency; all in their 
Coaches. Laſt of all came his Excellency himſelf, 
in his own Coach, dreſſed in a black Velvet Suit 
and Cloak, with his Liſe- Guard, and divers Gen- 
tlemen bare before him; many of the chief Officers 
” of the Army, with their Cloaks ard Swords, and 
Hats on, paſſed on Foot before and about his Coach. 
In this Equipage his Excellency and Attendants 
came to the Court of Chancery in Weftmin/ter- 
Hall; where was placed a rich Chair of State, with 
large Cuſhion and Carpets on the Floor. The 
1s Commitſioners of the Great Seal ſtood on 
each Side of the Chair, and his Excellency on the 
Left Hand of it, all bare-headed : Round about 
En, the Chair ſtood all the Judges and the Council of 
SF State; the Lord Mayor and Aldermen were placed 
on the Right Side of the Court, and the chief Of- 
ficers of the Army on the Left. 

Then Major-General Lambert, after declaring 

the Diſſolution of the Parliament and the great Ex- 

igency of the 'Times, did, in the Name of the Ar- 

my, and of the Three Nations, deſire the Lord- 

General to accept of the Protectorſhip; to which, 

with ſeemingly great Reluctance, having given his 

Conſent, the tollowing Inſtrument-was read aloud 


by Mr. Zeſep, one of the Secretaries of the Coun- 
cil: 5 ' e 


E 


The Government of the COMMONWEALTH 
And the Articles Of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Do- 
for the future minions thereunto belonging. a 


Government of IR: 55 
the Common- I. 7 HAT the Supreme Legiſlative Authority of 
TTY: 3 the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging, ſpall 
| be 
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be and reſide in one Perſon, and the People aſſembled gt” oath 


in Parliament; the Style of which Perſon ſhall be 
The Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of 
- Eneland, Scotland, and Ireland. 
II. That the Exerciſe of the chief Magiftracy, 
and the Auminiſtration of the Government over the 
ſaid Countries and Dominions, and the People there- 
of, ſhall he in the Lord Protector, aſſiſted with a 
auncil, the Number whereof ſhall nat exceed 21, 
nor be leſs than 13. 

III. That all Writs, Proceſs, Commiſſions, Pa- 
tents, Grants, and other Things, which now run in 
the Name and Style of The Keepers of the Liberty 
of England by Authority of Parliament, Hall run 
in the Name and Style of The Lord Protector, from 
whom, for the future, ſhall be derived all Magi- 
firacy and Honours in theſe three Nations; and have 
the — of Pardons (except in caſe of Murders 
and Treaſon) and Benefit of all Forfeitures for the 
public Uſe 3 and ſhall govern 2 Countries and 
Dominions in all Things by the 
cil, and according to theſe Preſents and the Laws. 

IV. That the Lord Protector, the Parliament 
fitting, ſhall 77727 and order the Militia and Forces, 
both by Sea and Land, for the Peace and Good of the 


dvice of the Coun- 


— 
- %, 
F of 
* 


Three Nations, by Conſent f Parliament; and that 


the Lord Protector, with the Advice and Conſent of 
the major Part of the Council, ſhall diſpoſe and ar- 
der the Militia for the Ends aforeſaid in the Inter- 
vals of Parliament. 

V. That the Lord Protector, by the Advice aſore- 
ſaid, ſhall direct in all Things concerning the keeping 
and holding of a goad Correſpondency with forergn 


Kings, Princes, and States ; and alſo, with the Con- 


ſent of the major Part of the Council, have the Power 
of War and Peace. 

VI. That the Laws ſhall not be altered, ſuſpend- 
ed, abrogated, or repealed, nor any new Law made, 
nor any Tax, Charge, er Impaſition. laid upon the 
People, but by common Conſent in Parliament, ſave 
only as is expreſs'a in the 3oth Article. | 


| * 


- 
* 
N 
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m. VII. That there ſball be a Parliament ſummoned 


to meet at Weſtminſter upon the third Day of Sep-. 
tember, '1654, and that ſucceſſively a Parliament 
ſhall be ſummoned ance in every third Year, to be ac- 


counted from the Diſſulution of the preſent Parlia- 
+4 a ; 


ment. \\ . 8 | 
VIII. That neither the Parliament to be next 


ſummed, ner any ſucceſſrve Parliaments, ſhall, du- 


ring the Time of fte Months, to be accounted from 
the Day of their firſt Meeting, be adjaurned, pro- 
rogued, or diſſolved, without their own Conſent. 
IX. "That as well the next as all other OS | 
Parliaments, ſhall be. ſummoned and elected in Man- 
ner bereafter expreſs'd ; that is to ſay, the Perſons 


to be choſen within England, Wales, the Iſles of 


Jerſey, uernſey, and the Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, to fit and ſerve in Parliament, ſhall be, 
and not exceed, the Number of 400. The Perſons 


to be choſen within Scotland, to fit and ſerve in Par- 


liament, ſhall be,, and not raceed, the Number of 
30: And the Perſons to be choſen to git in Parlia- 


ment for Ireland, ſhall be, and not exceed, the Num- 


ber 2 30. 115 
X. Dat the Perſons to be elected, to fit in Par- 
liament from Time to Time, for the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of England, W:des, the Iſles of Jerſey and 


Guernſey, and the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, 


and all Places within the ſame reſpectively, ſhall be 

according to the Proportions and Numbers hereafter 

expreſs'd : That is to ſoy, e ? 
4) * 


. 
— 


BapFoRDSHIRE — 5 
Bedford Town —— 1 
BERKSHIRE ——— 5 
Abingdon. —— — 1 
Reading — — I 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 5 
Buckingham Town — 1 
Ayleſbury = - I 
HWycomb — — 1 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE - 4. 


Cambridge Town — 1 
4 eg 


Cambridge Univerſity 1 
Ile of E) ——— 2 
CHESHIRE —— 4 


Chefler r 
CoRnWALL — 
Launcęſſon— 
Truroe | 
Penryn — — — 1 
Baftlow and Weſtlow 1 

. 


1 
1 
8 

1 
— 1 


CUMBERLAND\ — 2 
Carliſle — 1 
DERBYSHIRE — — 4 
Derby Town —— 1 
DEVONSHIRE — — 11 
Exeter — 


1 
— 


— — 2 


HPlymoutb — — 2 
Clifton, Dartmouth, } * 
Harde: 
Totneſs — — 1 
Barnſtable — — 1 
Tiverton— — 1 
Honiton — 1 
DoRSETSHIRB —— 6 
Dorcheſter — —1— 
Weymouth and Ael- . 

comb - Regis 

Lyme- Regis —— 1 
Pool —— I 
DuRHAM — 
City of Durbam— 1 
ES8EX — ——13 


Halden 
Colcbeler— — 2 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 5 
Glouceſter — — 2 
Tewkſbury — = 
Cirenceſter * — 
HEREFORDSHIRE — 4 
Hereford — —— 1 
Leominſter —— ; 
HERTFORDSHIRE — 5 
St. Alban's — — 
Hertford — —— 1 
HuNTINGDONSHIRE 3 
Huntingdon — — | 
_ — ——I 
Canterbury — — 2 
Rocheſter — (1 ann,” if 
Maidſtone — — 1 
Dover — — 1 


Sandwich 


— 1 


SRor SIR 


Lichfield —— ĩ -.: 


Preston — 1 
Lance — 1 
Liverpool — ——' 
Mancheſter . I 
LEICESTERSHIRE — 4 
Leiceſter— — 2 
LiNcCoLNSHIRE ——10 
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Dutenborough —— 1 
LAncAaSHiRE —— 4 


Grantham 
Stamfe 


— 1 
5rd — — 1 
Great Grim 
MipplE SEX —— 
London! 


* 54 


MonMoUTHSHIRE - 3 
NoRFoOLK - — 10 


Norwich - — — 2 


Lynn-Regis — 2 
Great-Yarmouth —— 2 
NorRTHAMPTONSHIRE - 6 
Peterborough — 

Northampton — — 1 
NoTTINGHAMSHIRE 4 
Nottingham — —— 2 
NoRTHUMBERLAND 
Newcafile upon Tyne 
Berwick — — 
OXFORDSHIRE —— 
Oxford Univerſity — 
Wodflock 
RUTLAND$SHIRE — 


Shrewſb — — 
Bridquortd — — 
Laa — mmm * 
STAFFORDSHIRE — 


Stafford — — 
Ber- 


ens nne 


' Weſtminſter — — 2 
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| Newcaſtle under Line 1 ew Sarum — —2 
- 24 , SOMERSETSBIRE —II Afariborough  —— 1 
oO * Taunton ma — 2 WoRCESTERSHIRE - 5 
Bath — — 1 Wardfter 3 — 2 
Hell. — — 1 YORKSHIRE .- 
Bridgwater. ——— 1 Vi, Riding 6 
SOUTMAMPTONSHIRE. 8 Eaft-Riding —— 4 
incbeſer:— 1 North-Riding — 4 
* . Southampton. — 1 City of York 2 
Portſmouth... -— *— 1 Kingfton-upon Tall = I 
Iſle of Vigbt —— 2 Beverley — — I 
Andor — — 1 Scarbrough —— I 
SUFFOLK — 10 Richmond — — 1 
| Ipſwich — — 2 Leeds — - 1 
wry St. Edmond's — 2 Hahfas —' :: 1 
Dunwich — — 1 | 
Sudbury  — — 1 W A L E 8. 
SURREY. — — 6 
 Southwark- 2 | 0 TAI — — 2 
Guilford — —— 1 BRECKNQCKSHIRE =: 2 
Ryegate — — 1 CARDIGANSHIRE — 2 
SUSSEX . 9 CARMARTHENSHIRE 2 
Chichefler —— — x CARNARVONSHIRE- 2 
Lees 1 DENBIGHSHIRE — 2 
£aft- 8 — 1 FLINTSHIRE — 2 
runde — — 1 GLAMORGANSHIRE 2 
Nye —1 Cardiffe — —1 
WesTMORELAND— 2 MERIONETHSHIRE'= I 
„ WARWICKSHIRE — 4 MoNTGOMERYSHIRE 2 
Coventry” — — 2 PEMBROKESHIRE — 2 
Warwick ——— — 1 Haverfurd- He — 1 
Wan Tung ——10 RADNORGHIRE ——— 2 


The Diftribution of the Perſons to be 48 for 
Scotland and Ireland, and the feveral Counties, Ci- 
ties, and Places therein, fhall be according to ſuch 
Proportions and Number as Hull be agreed upon and 
— the Lerd Proteftor and the major Part 


the — before the ſending forth Writs of 
XI. ; 


ummons for the next 8 
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XI. That the Summons to Parliament Hall be by Tater-regnum 


Writ under the Great Seal of England, directed to 
the Sheriffs 4 the ſeveral and reſpective Counties, 

with ſuch Alteration'as may ſuit with the preſent 
Government, to be made by the Lord Protector and 
his Council, which the Chancellor, Keeper, or Com- 
miſfioners of the Great Seal, fhall ſeal, fue, and 
ſend abroad by Warrant from the Lord Protector. 


1653, 


December. 


If the Lord Protector ail not give Warrant fur 


ſuing of Writs of Summons for the next Parliament, 
before the firſt of June, 1654, or for the Triennial 
Parliaments, —_ the firſt Day of Auguſt in every 
third Year, to be accounted as aforeſaid; that then 
the Chancellor, Keeper, or Commiſſioners of the 
Great Seal for the Time being, hall without any 
Warrant or Direction, within ſeven Days after the 
ſaid fit Day of June, 1654, ſeal, iſſue, and ſend 
abroad Writs if Summons (changing therein what 


i; to be changed as a od vo ) to the ſeveral and re- 


ſpective Sheriffs of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
for ſummoning the Parliament to meet at Weſtmin- 
ſter, the third Day of September next; and ſhall 
likewiſe," within ſeven Days after the ſaid firſt Day 
„/ Auguſt; in every third Year, to be accounted from 
the Difſſelution of the precedent Parliament, ſeal, iſ> 
ſue, and ſend abroad ſeveral Writs of Summons, 
(changing therein what is to be changed) as aforeſaid, 
for ſummoning the Parliament to meet at Weſtmin- 
ſter the ſixth of November, in that third Year. 
That the ſaid ſeveral and reſpeftive Sheriffs ſhall, 
within ten Days after the Receipt of ſuch Writ as 
2 cauſe the ſame to be proclaimed and pub- 
! 


ſhed in every Market-Town within his County, up- 


on the Market Days thereof, between Twelve and 
Thret of the Clock ; and ſball then alſo publiſh" and 
declare the certain Day of the Week and Month, for 
chuſing Members to ſerve in Parliament for the Bo 


of the ſaid County, atcording to the Tenor of the ſaid 


IWrit, which ſbull be upon gfe" e Weeks af- 
ter the Date of the Writ ; and ſhall tkewiſe declare 
the Place where the Election all be maile For 
which. Purpoſe he ſhall appoint the moſt — 

| ce 
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num. Place for the:whole County to moet in; and ſpall ſend 
165 * Precept far A lectiuns io be mad In oll an every 
— iq, 7. own, Borough, or Plate tuithin his County, 
December. there Eleftions. are te le mad by Hirtus of theſe 
Preſents, to the Mayor, 8 or vther Head- 
Officer of ſuch 7g Teton; Boruugb, or Place, 
__ within three. Days after the. Receipt of ſuch Writ 
a2 Writs, which the ſaid Mayors; Sheriffs, and 

ee Officers reſpettvely are to make Publication of,» and 
| of the certain Day for ſuch Elettions to be made in 
ne aid City, Town, or Place aforeſaid, and to 
| Elections to be made accordingly. 

od l. That at the Day and Place of E leftions, the 
| Sheriff of each County, and the ſaid Mayors, She- 
riffs, Bailiffs, and other Hand; cars — their 
Cities, Towns, Boroughs, and Places reſpectively, 
ſhall take View of the ſaid Elections, and ſhall make 
Return into the Chancery within twenty Days after 
— id Elections, of the Perſons elected by the g reat- 
umber of Electors, under their Hands and Seals, 
| | e. him on the one Part, and the Electors on the 
1 . other Part; wherein ſhall be contained, That the 
Perſons elected ſhall not have Power to alter the Go- 
vernment'as it is hereby ſettled i in one ſingle 00 


ä ond a Parliament. 
XIII. That the Sheri riffs 3 hall wittingh and 
3 willingh make any fa on turn, or neglect bis Duty, 
= | pal incur the Penalty of 2000 Marks of lawful 


Engliſh Money; the one Moiety to the Lord Protec- 
2 "tor, and the other Moiety to fuch Perſon as will * 
. —. e, the ſame. : 

XIV. That all and every Perſon and Per ſons, who 
have aided, adviſed, aſſiſted, or abetted in any Var 
againfi the Parliament, fince the firſt Day of Janu- 
Ys 1641, (unleſs they have been ſince in the Ser- 

vier of the Parliament, and given ſignal Teftimony 

855 of ire good A fection thereunto) ſhall be * 

uncapable to be elected, or to give any Vote in 

the E Lale of any Members to ſerve in the next Par- 

liament, er in the three EE Triennal Park- 
aments. 
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XV. That all ſuch, 'who have adviſed, afſifled, Intertregaum, 
or abttted the Rebellian-of Ireland, ſhall be diſabled 1653. 
and uncapullle for ever to be elected, or give any Vet 
in tbe. 5 t any _—_— to ſerve in Parlia- Necambere 
mant; as alſo all ſuch who do or ſball profeſi the R 
man Gabe Religion. hs th _ 

XVI. That all Votes and Elections given or made 
contrary, or not according to, theſe Suakfcations, 
ſhall be null and void: And if any Perſon, who; is. 
hereby made uncapable, ſhall give his Vote for Elec- 
tion of Members to ſerve in Oe Per- 
ſon ſhall loſe and forfeit one full Year's Value of his 
real Eflate, and one full third Part of his Perſonal 
Eſtate ; one Moiety the,:eof to the Lord Protector. 
and the other Moiety to him or them who ſhall ſue for 
the ſame, CER ea 

VII. That the Perſons who ſhall be elected to 
ſerue in Parliament, ſhall be ſuch (and no other than 
ſuch) as are Perſons of known Integrity, fearing God, 
and of good Converſation, and being of the Age of 
. twenty-one Years. 
XVIII. Tar. all and every Perſon and Perſons 
ſeized or poſſeſſed to his own Uſe, of any Eflate real 
or perſonal, to the Value of 2001. and not within 
the "for Exceptions, ſhall be capable to ele? Mem- 


* 


bers to ſerve in Parliament for Counties. 

XIX. That the Chancellor, Keeper, or Commiſ- 
ſfoners of the Great Seal, ſhall be ſworn 2 they 
enter into their Offices, truly and faithfully to iſſue 
forth, and ſend abroad, Writs of Summons to Par- 
liament, at the Times and in the Manner before ex- 
preſſed: And in caſe of Negleft or Failure to 1fſue and 
ſend abroad Writs accordingly, he or they fhall for 
_ every fuch Offence be guilty. of High-Treaſon, and 
ſuffer the Pains and Penalties thereof. +. 

XX. That in caſe Writs be not iſſued aut, as is 
befare expreſſed, but that there be a Neglect therein, 
fifteen Days after the Time wherein the ſame ought 
to be iſſued. out by the Chancellor, Keeper, or C- 
miſſioners of the Great Seal; that then the Parlia- 
ment ſhall, as often as ſuch Failure ſhall happen, aſ- 
' ſemble and be held at Weſtminſter, in the — 194 
ce, 
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Iner-regnum. Place, at the Times prefix d, in Manner and by the 
1653 Means hereafter expreſs'd; that is to ſay, That the 
| 8 Sheriff of the ſeveral and reſpective Counties, She- 
— riffdoms, Cities, Boroughs, and Places 8 
; within England, Wales, Scotland,” and Ireland, 
+ the Chancellor, Maſters, and Scholars of the Uni- 
verſities f Oxford and Cambridge, and the Mayor 
and Baihffs of the Borough of Berwick upon Tweed, 
and other the Places aforeſaid reſpectively, ſhall at 
the ſeveral — and Places to be appointed as a- 
eſaid, within thirty Days after the ſaid fifteen 
| 5 cauſe ſuch Members to Kris 2 tt fi | 
% : ſeveral and reſpective Counties, Sheriffdoms, Uni- 
werſities, Cities, Boroughs, and Places aforeſaid, by 
ſuch Perſons, and in ſuch Manner, as if ſeveral and 
. reſpettive Writs of Summons to Parliament under the 
reat Seal had iſſued and been awarded according to 
the Tenor aboveſard : That if thi Sh81ff, or other 
Perſons authorized, ſhall neglect: his or their Duty 
herein, that all and every ſuch Sheriff and Perſon 
authorized as aforeſaid, o neglefing his or their 
Du, Hall, for every ſuch Offence, be guilty of 
Higb Treaſon, and ſhall ſuffer the Pains and Penal- 
ties thereof. eee wan Pk 
XXI. That the Clerk, calPd the Clerk of the 
Commonwealth in Chancery for the Time being, and 
all others, who ſhbll dards execute that Office, 
to whom-the Returns ſhall be made, fhall for the next 
Parliament, and the two ſucceeding Triennial' Par- 
| liaments, the next Day after ſuch Return, certify 
the Names of the ſeveral Perſons ſi returned, and 
E the Plates for which he and they were choſen re- 
EN eftively, unto the Council; who ſhall peruſe the 
d Returns, and examine whether the Perſons ſo 
elected and returned be fuch as is agreeable to the 
3 Dualifications, and not diſabled to be elefied : And 
arts that eviry Perſon and Perſons being ſo duly elected, 
8 and being approved of by the major Part of the Coun- 
2 dil to be Perſons not diſabled, but qualified as afore- 
aid, Hall be efteemed a Member of Parliament, and 
be admitted to fit in Parliament, and not other- 


toi ſe. | 
* XXII. 
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XXII. That the Perſons fo choſen and aſſembled Inter-regum 
in Manner aforeſaid, or any ſixty of them, Wal be,” „ 
and be deemed the Parliament 7 England, Scotland, 
and Ireland; and the Supreme Legiſlative Power to 
be and reſide in the Lord Protector and ſuch Farlia- 5 
ment, in Manner brrein expreſ#d. 
XXIII. That the Lord Protector, with the 45. | 
vice of the major Part e the Council, ball at any 
other Time than is before expreſi d, when the Neceſa 
ties of the State ſhall require it, ſummon Parlia- 
ments in Manner before expreſs'd, which ſhall not 
be adjourned,” proragued, or diſſolved without their 
own Conſent, during the firft three Months their 
Sitting. And in c 4275 of future War with any fo- 
reign State, 4 Parliament ſhall be 75.— orthwith _ 
med or their Advice concerning 
V. That all Bills — 1 fans 5 the Parli- 
ament, ull be p preſented to the Lord Protector br 
his Conſent ; and in caſe be ſhall not give his 
ſent thereto,” within twenty Days after they ſhall be 
preſented to him, or give Satis ale to the Parlia- 
ment within the Time limited; 850 then, upon Dr 
von of the Mars that the Lord 4 | 
tor bath not conſented un Satisfaction, 
Bills Pall paſs into, and e e he 
Hull not give his Conſent thrreunto; provided ſuch 
Bills contain nothing in them N ow the Matters 
_ contained in theſe Preſents. © 
XXV. Dat Henry Lawrende, Bly: &c. beben 
Names are before - mention d at p. 247. Jer any ſeven 
of them, Hall be a Council for the 3 expreſs'd 
in this phe riting ; and upon_the Death or other Re- 
E Rahe N 8 the 1. Purlianient Hall — —＋ 
erſons Hr ity, and fearing 
the hat 1e 7 5 hr of "which 
the major Part of the Council ſhall clas two, and 
preſent them te the Lord Protector, of which he 
Hall elecf one: And in caſe the” Parliament pull not 
nominate within twenty Dayt after Notice groen un- 
to them thereof; the wow Patt the Countil ſhall 
ndminate thret ds aforeſaia” to Lora Protector, 
wh out,0 2 220 ly the Vacancy : And un 
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kn, * till this Choice. be made, the remaining Part of - the 


Council ſhall execute as fully in all Things, a if. 


xz their Number were full. And in caſe o Corruption, 


Number * 


or other Miſcarriage in any of the Council in their 
Truft, the Parliament ſhall appoint ſeven of their 
Number, and the Council fix, who, together with 
the Lord Cbancellor, Lor Keeper, or Commi ſſion- 
ers of the Great Seal for the Time being, ſball have 
Power to hear and determine ſuch . — | 
Miſcarriage, and 4 5 2 77 

as the Nature oE Hence fba deſerve; ; 3 
Puniſhment fhall not be pardoned or remitted by the 
Lord Protector: And, in the Interual af. Parlia- 
ments, the major Part of the Council, with the Con- 


— 


ſent of the Lord 122 may, for or Corruption, or 


other Miſcarriage as aforeſaid, ſuſpend am of their 
p, Exerc 5 of e 7 they 

ſhall find it juft, untill the Matter Hall be heard 

and examined as aforeſaid. 

ANNE That the Lord Protector aul the major 
2 the Council 4 7 areſaid may, at any Time be- 
2 the Meeting next Parliament, add to the 

Caumcil ach Fife as they ſhall thank Ats, provided 
the Number of the Cauncil be net made.thergby to ex- 
ceed twenty-one, and the Quorum to be proportioned 
accerdimgly by the ARE ſtor; and the major Part 

the Council. : 
XXVII. That a conflang yearly Revenge Hall be | 
raiſed, Wh ug, _— for maintaining of 


10,000 Harſe aud and 2A Foot, in 
England, Scotland, ane land, rip hs ence . | 

| Security ah 2 ar a canvenient N — | 
Laer guarding y uy _ 200,000]. 


2 far = e auber neceſſary Charges 
Arat ian I Fuſtic a nd then Rxpences.of the 
eee. which: Revenue. ſhall be raiſed by. the 
Cuſtoms, and ſuch other Mays and Meu as. ſhalt 
be. 2 2 by tha Land aten end the Council, 
- 22 be N tay > ＋ 2. 
ay agreed upon for ame 0 
by he Genus of Lad Hat, . Parke 


emente.. s $58 A * * an N * my" \y 
W 4 thy XXVII. 
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% Iner-erquer, 


| paid. into the publict Tregſuty, and ball be iſſued 
out o the Uſes afareſaid, \ * 


Wu 


| hot in caſe-there ſhall ads Cade e 
after to keep up ſo great a Defence both at Land ard 8 


but that there be an Abatement made thereof, the * 
ney which will be ſaved thereby, ball remain in Bank 
for the public Seruice, and not be employed to any 
other Uſe but by Conſent of Parliament; ar, in the 
Intervals of Parliament, by the Lord Pratedtor and 
by es rn of 0 „1 4 Ness 
Tat the raiſing oney fir defraying 

the Charge of the preſent extraordinary . both 
at Seq and Land, in reſpect of the prefent Wars, 
ſhall be by Conſent of Parliament, and not atherwife : 
Save only that the Lord Pretefor, with the Conſent 
7 the major Part of the Cauncil, for preventing the 
iſorders and Dangers which might otherwiſe fall 
out both. by Sea and Land, ſhall have Power, untill 
the Metting of the firft Parliament, ta raiſe Me- 
ney for the Purpoſes afereſaid; and alſo, to male 
. Laws and Ordinances far the Peace and Welfare of 
theſe Nations, where it ſhall be neceſſary ;. which 
ſhall be binding and in Force, untill Order hall be 
talen in Parliament concerning the ſam. -t... 
XXXI. That the Lands, Tenements, Rents," Ray- 
alties, Furiſdiftions and Hereditaments which re- 
main yet unſold, ar undiſhoſed of, by Act or Qrdinance 
of e to the Commonwealth, (ex- 
cept the Foreſts and Chaſes, and the Honours and 
 Manars belonging to the ſame ; the Lands of the 
| Rehdls.:4nilreland, hing in the four Counties of 
Dublin, Cork, Kildare, andCatherlaugh ; the Lands 
forfeited by the People of Scotland in the late Wars; 
and alſe tht Lands of Papiſis and Delinguents in 
England who have not yet compounded) ſhall be vgl 
ed in tbe Lord Protedtor, to hald, to him and his 
Succeſſars. Lards Proteftors of . theſe Nations; and 
Hall nat qe alienated but by Conſent in Parliament. 
And all Debts, Fines, Iſſues, Amerciaments, Nanal- 
ties and Prſits, certain and caſual, due to the Keep- 
ert 6 by Authority 2 arr 
MA 2 ament 
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NG due to the Lord Protector, and b. 


Prayable into his public e ſy and Ode be reco- 
vered and proſecuted in his 


XXXII. the Office of Lord Protefior over 


"77 theſt'Nations fall) de dee and nog hereditary ; 


and upon the Death of tbe Lord Protector, another 
fi Pn Maul be forthwith elected to ſucceed him 
, be Government; which: Eleftion ſhall be by the 
Council, "who," immediately upon the Death ef the 
Lord Protector, Mall aſſemble in the Chamber where 
they uſually fit in Council; and, having given Notice 
to all their embers of the Cauſe of t Laer, 
hall, being thirteen at leaſt preſent, proceed to t 
Elact ion; and, before they depart the ſaid\Chamber, 
fhall elect a fi Per ſon to —— in the eee 
and forthwith cauſe Proclamation thereof to 
made in all the three Nations at Hall be cr very : 
And the Perſon that they, or the major Part of them, 
Hall eleft as aforeſaid, Mall be, and fhall' be taken 
tobe, Lord Pratector over theſs Nations of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and the Daminions thereto 
belonging. Provided that none of the Children o f 
the late King; nor amy of bis Line of © Family, 
olefled\"'tovbe Lord Protector or other \Chief Magi- 
Rate over "theſe Nations, or any the Dominions 
thereto: belonging. © And antill the aforeſaid Eleftion 
be paſt "the Comncil ſhall take Care of the Govern- 
ment, and admmifter in all Things as" fully" as the 
Lord. Protector, or the Lird ProteBioy and-Council 
are enabled lo do. 
XXXIII. That Oliver Cromwell \Codtain-Ge- 
nerul of the Forces of England, Scotland; and Ire- 
land, ball be, and is hereby declared to bo, Lord Pro- 
tactor of rh Commonwealth of En land, Scotland, 
and — _— and the nga ag rere belonging, 
$ Of, nr Ny M4540; 
VXXXIV. That the Chance e or Com- 
miſſioners of the Great Seal, the Treaſurer, Admiral, 
Chief Governors of Ireland and Scotland, and the 
ia Jujſlices of both. the Benches, Hall be choſen : 
by the upprobati on v Parliament; aud, in the In- 
n — by" . the 
TU Y Major 
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major Part of the Council, to be afterwards appro- inter- regnum. 
| wed by the Parliament. * 5 e 
XXXV. That the Chriſtian Religion, as contained — — 
in the Scriptures, be held farth and recommended as 
the public Profeſſion of theſe Nations; and that, as 
ſoon as may be, 4 Proviſion, leſs» ſubjeft to®Bcruple 
and Contention, and more certain than the preſent, 
be made for the Encouragement and Maintenance 
7 able and painful Teachers, for infirufting the 
eople, and for Diſcovery and Confutation of Error, 
Hereſy, and whatever is contrary to ſound Doctrine: 
And that untill ſuch Proviſion be made, the preſent 
Maintenance ſhall not be taken away nor impeached. 
XXXVI. That to the public Profeſſion hel forth 
none be compelled by Penalties or othertuiſe; 
but that Endeavours be uſed to win them by ſound 
Doctrine, and the Example of a good Converſation. 
XXXVII. That ſuch as profeſs Faith in Go by 
Jeſus Chriſt, hong differing in Judgment from 
the Doctrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline publickly held 
forth). ſhall not be reſtrained from, but ſhall be pro- 
tected in, the Profeſſion of the Faith,” and Exerciſe 
of their Religion; jo as they abuſe not this Liberty 
to the Civil Injury of others, and to the actual Di- 
flurbante of the Public Peace on their Part: Pro- 
vided" this. Liberty be not extended to P nor 
Prelacy, nor to ſuch as, under the Profeſſion of 
Chriſt, B and practiſe Licentionſneſs. 
XXXVIII. Thet all Laws, Statutes, and Ordi- 
nances, and Clauſes in wy per Statute, or 8 
wance to the contrary of the aforeſaid Liberty, ſha 
be eſteemed as null g 4 5 ben 
XXXIX. Thot the Ads and Ordinances of Par- 
lament, mad for the Sale: or other Di ton of 
the Lands, Rents, and Hereditaments of the'late Kinp, 
Qucen, and Prince, of Archbiſhops and Biſhaps, &c. 
Deans and Chapters, the Lands of Delinquents, and 
Foreſt Lands, or any of them, or of any ather Lands, 
Tenements, Rents, and Hereditaments belonging to 
the Commonwealth, ſhall nowie be impeach d or made 
invalid, but ſhall remain good; and firm; and that 
the Securities given by 2 Ordinance of Par- 
| "MY 


* hament 


ebe ſai 5 99 the Excife, or by any other 
ber, Revenue ; and alſo the Securities given by the 2 
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ny Suns or Stems of Money, by any 


4  lie\Paith of the ation, and the Engagement of the 
' public Faith for Satisfattion of Debts aud Damages, - 
Hall remain firm and good, and not be made void 
| and invalid upon any Pretence whatſaver. | | 
XL. That the "Articles given to, or made wth, 
the Enemy, and a confirmed by Parliament, 
ſhall be performed and made good to ern con- 
cerned therein: 


ger bat 
ibe 4 


as Fafie to. be * 2 rt, — that he 
will nat wiolate or rnfrenge the Matters and Things 
contained in this Writing ; and, in all-other Things, 
_ his 2 androthe bof of his Underftand- 

_— — Nations according fo the" — 
Lare and ſtoms thereof. 

XLII. That each. Perſon YC he Craneit ſhah, bes 
fore they enter. their Truft, take and ſubſcribe 
an Oath, that they drug and faicifl in their 
Truft, according to the beſt of nowledge ; 
and that in the Eleftim..of every ſurceſſnve Lord 
Protector, they ſhall proceed A im partially, and 
do nothing r 3 Uk 3 a 
on Reward. 

After, king the . bebe of Go- 
vernment, the Lord Commiſfioner Lifle preſented 
the Form of an Oath, engroſſed on Parthment, to 
be taken by the Lord Protector: During the read- 
ing of which his Excellency held up his Right 
Hand, and lifted up his Eyes to Heaven ek the 
| e and a x and chen ſubſer] 1 

f | ame 


\ 
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| „ Face of the Cour; which Oatrvrer W —_ 


| r 
4 


"Herea the major Part of the laſt Patfia- % 
ment (judgi ng that their fitting any 


. | 


2 28 as then conſtituted, would not be the Which he fears 


© Good of this Commonweatth) did diſſolve the to obſerve. 


* ſame; and, by a Writing under their Hands, da- 
© ted the r2th : Day of this inftant December, reſign- 
© ed unto me he Powers and Authorities.; and 
| © whereas it was neceſſaty thereupon, that ſome 
© ſpeedy Courſe ſhould be taken far the Settlement 
© of theſe Nations upon ſuch a Baſis and Founda- 
© tiorl as, by the Blefling of God, might be laſt- 
© ing, ſecure Property, and anſwer thoſe great 
Ends of Religion and Liberty fo lang contended 
for: And, upon full and mature Confideragion 
© had of the Form of Government hereunto an- 
© nexed, being ſatisfied that the ſame, thro' 2 
« Divine Affiftance, way anſwer the Ends afote- 
mentioned; and having allo been deſired, and ad- 

= as * feveral Perſons of Intereſt and 
Figetiry in ommonwealth, as the Officers 
© © of the Army, th take upon me the Protection and 
c Goetnces of theſe Nations in the Manner ex- 
« prefs'd in the faid Form of Government, I Have 
© accepted thereof, and do Heteby declare oiy Ac- 
_ © ceptanice according} A3 And 1 do promiſe, 10 the 
« Preſence uf God, hat I will not violate of in- 
ftinge the Matters and Thin $ Contained goa; ; 
© but to m Power, obſerve t lame, and. cauſe 
< them to be obſerved ; and 175 in all other 
Things, to the beſt f my VUtderſtanding, 3 
© vern oe Nations 1 0 to the Laws, Sta- 
© tutes, and Cuſtoms thereof; eking their Peace, 
© and caufing * and Law | to be equally 3y- 


mer. * , CROMWEL&-- 
16 wi Od adjoint eee Hh 


3 .! 
Oliver Cromwell, 1 of all, the 
Fucet T this Gommonuealeb, and now _— 


Wy ' 
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Inter- regnum. Lard Pretettor thereof, did, thts 16th Day of De- 

653. cember, 1653, ſign this Writing, and foleninly pro- 

— e miſe, at is. therein contained, in Preſence of the 

* 1 Cammiſſuaners of the Great Seal of England, 

0 tobe adminiſtered the ſame Oath, and f the Lord 

cer and Aldermen of the City of London, divers 
"of 2. Judges of the Land, the Officers of State and 
95 


„ 


Aſter the Lord Protector had taken the forego- 
ing Oath, Major-General Lambert, kneeling, pre- 
ſented him with a Sword in the Scabbard, repre- 
ſenting the Civil Sword, which his Excellency ac- 
Lepting put off his on; thereby to intimate that 
© he would no longer rule by the Military one. 
Then the Lords Commiſſioners of the Great Seal, 
the Judges and Officers of the Army, invited him 
to take Poſſeſſion of the Chair of a as Lord 
Protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland; which 
he did; and fat down with his Head covered, ha- 
ving a Gold Hatband about his Hat, the Court 
Continuing all bare. Then the Lords Commiſ- 
- Hioners Geltvered up to him the Purſe and Seals, and 
the Lord Mayor of London his Sword, which were 
, preſently deliver'd to them back again by his High- 
neſs, with an Exhortation to uſe them well; and 
then, after a Salute, the Court roſe, and the Pro- 
ceffion returned in the following Manner: 
_ Firſt came the Aldermen and the Members 
of the Council, from the Court of Chancery te 
f  W:ftmin/ter-Hall Gate; next after them the 
Iudges; then came the Commiſſioners. of the 
Great Seal, one of them bearing the Purſe and 
Seals: Theſe were followed by the Life-Guard, 
and four Serjeants at Arms carrying the Maces be- 
longing to the City of London, the t of Chan- 
cery, the Council, and the Parliament. The Lord 
Mayor went next before his — with the 
Sword, and the Officers of the Army about his 
Perſon, to the Hall- Gate, where they took Coach, 
and returned to M hiteball; the Lord Mayor riding 
bare - headed, and carrying the Sword in the 1 
Rt * 0 
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of the Coach with the Lord Protector, amidſt the tnter-regnun 
great Acclamations and Shoutings of the People 


all along the Streets as they paſſed. 

His Highneſs with his Attendants being returned 
to the Banquetting-Houſe at Mhiteball, they had 
an Exhortation made to them there by Mr. Loctier, 
Chaplain to his Highneſs; which being ended, the 
Company were diſmiſſed with three Vollies of Shot 
by the Soldiery, between Four and Five at Night. 


The new Protector being thus fully eſtabliſhed 
in his Sovereignty, took upon him great State; and 
had all the Ceremonies and Reſpect paid to him, 
by all Sorts of Men, that was ever done to a 

Crowned Head. On the 19th of this Month he 
was proclaimed by Sound of Trumpet, in the Pa- 
lace- Tard Weſftminfler, at the Old Exchange, and 
ſeveral other Places in London; divers of the Coun- 
eil of State, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen in their 
| Robes, the Serjeants at Arms, and the Heralds, 
attending. The ſame was done afterwards throug 
every City and County in England. | 


The firſt Act of State the Protector did, was Ordinances paſ- 
publiſhing a Proclamation on the 21, for all Per- — — 1 


7 " 


1653. 


— — 
December. 


ſons to continue in their Offices till his Highheſs's his Council. 


further Pleaſure. Next he and his Council took 


upon them to paſs ſeveral Ordinances, which were 


to be equal in Force with former Acts till the Meet - 
ing of a Parliament. | | 


e moſt material of thoſe Lan, this Month 


were, For Continuance of the Exciſe : For chan- 
fing the Words The Krepers of the Liberty of Eng- 
land by Authority of Parliament, into thoſe of, 
The Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions 
thereto belonging, in all Courts of Law, Juſtice, 
or Equity, and in all Writs, Grants, Patents, 
Commiſſions, Indictments, c. Alſo for the Pro- 
bate of Wills and granting of Adminiſtrations. 
This Month concluded with a ſolemn Day of 


Humiliation, to ſeek the Lord for a Bleſſing upon 


che new Government, | 


Ja- 
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ggg. anuary,, The firſt Thing we find done this 
: WF, was an Order pts 6H and publiſhing 
—— the Inſtrument of Government, together with the 

Pom of the Oath the Protector had publickly ta- 
| ken, for the View of all Perſons. 
| Next, as the Cuſtom ever had been, and perhaps 
"24 will be; to court the Riſing Sun, Addreſſes 
were preſerted to the new — Protector, ac- 
© knowledgi ing the Neceſſity of his Office, with the 
Juſt Foundation of his Government, and promi- 

q all dutiful Obedience thereto : Of theſe we 

mall give a Specimen. 

The Officers of the Army had falgciently ſhewn 
their Attachment to the new Plan of Power, by 

2 Share they had in the Contrivance of it: The 

ty of Lender, and the Sages of the Law, by the 
3 Far they acted at the Protector's Ina jon: 

"And the Fleet were no leſs forward to teſtify their 

. Allegiance to-their new DEER as ant by 

the following 4 ddreſs: 1 


; To his F ig 5: the Loew Paotracron = the 
7 bis Higings of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 


De Die AAA ion with the HumsLE Appass 
E the Generals and the ſeveral n of 
Ihe Fleet, by them e 8 


Hum etoeth, en 20 


An Addreſs 0 F HAT-theſe Nations: of. 23 E 
bim from the 0 and Ireland, have been for ſome ) ; 
Fleet. © like the Buſh which burned, but is not . 


And tho” the Nations round about us ſtand ga- 
4 on to ſee us made a Deſolation, as well as 
a g unto them; yet we are/hitherto, by the 

mighty Power of the Verde and his wonderful 

4 3 e us, made rather an Aſtoniſn- 
; e rn mene — 1 


6 many 


1 


1 » 
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* many Hardſhips and Hazard of all that was tireravenom, 
near and dear unto you, even to Lite itſelf; and 1653. 
« underſtanding that, by Providence, your High- 
© nels is imrulfed with, and hath accepted of, the „ 
Protection of this Commonwealth in the Govern- 
© ment thereof: | | 
« We are in Hopes that the Lord intends a Set- 
« xlement of Peace to theſe poor diſtracted Nations; 
© and that ourſelves, with all the People of the 
Lord, ſhall enjoy and partake of the ſame under 
your Highnefs's Protection, - according” to the 
6 Rule of the Lord Jeſus; and therefore we have 
© thought it neceſſary, and a Duty incumbent 
© on us, to declare that we ſhall willingly be obe 
dient and faithful to your Highneſs, in perſorm- 
© ance of your great Truſt; and alſo in the utmoſt : 
Hazard of our Lives, with what elſe is near and 
dear unto us, be ſerviceable umo you, in the 
Station the Lord hath placed you, againſt yours 
© and the Commonwealth's Enemies, m our ſeve- 
* ral Places and Capacities during our Employ- 
ments. 5 "ab 7 > CDI HONG? þ k 
And having had good Teſtimony of your great 
Affection and yearning Bowels ie the Weal 
of God's r we are embolden'd and encou- 
* raged,” in all Humility, to make this following 
- © That your Highneſs will be pleaſed to have a 
more ſpecial Eye of Favour unto them above all 
© others, in regard they are near and dear unto him 
who is the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, 
even our Lord Feſus, for which Cauſe he is not 
©zſhamed to call them Brethren ; and we do hum- 
© bly apprehend that their Privileges will be your 
Privilege; and to account of them as of your 
g ereaeſ Jewels, will doubtleſs'turn to your great 
Advantage: And hereby you will, for Time — 
to come, not only engage their Hearts unto you, | 
* who, jn Times paſt, have not ſtood at a Diſtance . 
from you, but your Highneſs will alſo engage the 
Lord Jehovah, your and their Father, to be a 
* Refuge, Shield and Defence unto you, as well as 
, | | Oe" E1> "IG 


* 
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188 nan everlaſting Reſt for you, when all the Storms 
* © of this e eh ſhall ceaſe; which 1 is, and 
January. "ml be, the unfeign'd Prayers of * 


Your Highneſs' $ moſt bumble 
as bo And, faithful: Servants... 


Thus far it appears that our Lol ond protector 
* recognized b the City of London, by the 
Us Advance, Judges of the Land, by the rmy and the leet ; 
ment to the Pro- NOT Was his . 8 leſs reſpected by foreign 
tectorate recog- Princes and States. It has been already obſerv'd r 
— by Foreign that the Spaniſh Ambaſlador, Don Alonſo de Car- 
denas, was the firſt public Miniſter that acknow- 
ledged the Commonwealth after the Death of the 
late King, and he was alſo the firſt that made his 
88 the Lord Protector. When this Mini- 
ſter was introduced to an Audience of his High- 
neſs, he not only congratulated his Acceſſion to the 
Government, expreſſed the great Satisfaction his 
Maſter had therein, and aſſured him of the true and 
conſtant Friendſhip of Spain in the Condition he 
then ſtood ; but alia ene if the Lord Protector 
would take the Crown of England upon him, his 
Catholic Majeſty would venture his own in De- 
fence of fuck « an Attempt, with many other Ex- 
preſſions of Reſpect and will; But to all 
theſe Profeſſions the Protector was wiſe enough to 
return no more than a civil and general Anſwer, 
declaring his grateful Reſentment of ſo, generous 
22 Offer; and his Readineſs to conſult with his 
Excellency the beſt Means to continue and 
e the the Friendſhip between the two States b. 


2 14 


The next foreign Miniſter was that of Portugal : 
He was ſoon afterwards followed /by. France, and 
the other Princes 55 States of Ks who vyed 


g # N , 


6 In our 1300 Volume, p 33. 8 ; 
n See Mr. Tale Acount of the Negotiations between Eng- 
= France, and Spain, from the Time of Oliver Cromwell's aſ- 
in 


g the Government to the Reſtoration, in the firſt Volume of 


his State Tn p. 7 * 
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with each other which ſhould have the greateſt Inter-regnum. 
Share in the Favour of the new Governor of Eng- 1683. p 
land, Whoſe Authority now ſeem'd to be ſettled r 
upon an unalterable Foundation. g. 


The late Convention had ordered in a Bill for 
redreſſing the Abuſe of pleading a Refuſal to take 
the Engagement to be true to a Commonwealth 
Government, in Bar of Suits in Courts of Law 
and Equity: But the Protector and bis Council 
{party perhaps, to: ingratiate himſelf with the 
riends of Monarchy, or rather to pave the Way 
for his n Government of the Nation as a King, 
though under another Title) made an Ordinance 
for entirely annulling that paſs'd by the Long Par- 
liament, in January, 1649, for taking the Engage- 
ment. The Preamble. to this Ack of Repeal, 
which is too remarkable to be omitted, was ex 
preſs d in the following Terms : | | 
* Whereas many general and promiſſory Oaths The Engagement 
* and-Engagements,'in former Times impoſed up- ebealed. f 
on the People of this Nation, have proved Bur- 
dens and Snares to tender Conſciences; and yet 
have been exacted under ſeveral Penalties, For- 
ſeitures, and Loſſes: Upon Conſideration there- 
© of, and out of a Tenderneſs of requiring ſuch 
* Obligations, be it ordained, &c.” | 
Another Ordinance, well worth our Notice, was An Ordinance, 
. alſo-paſs'd; declaring what Offences ſhould be ad-declaring what 
judg'd High Treaſon againſt the new Government. — — 
Hereby it was enacted, © That if any Perſon ſhould Treaſon. 
compaſs or imagine the Death of the Lord Protector; 
or maliciouſly or adviſedly, by writing, printing, 
openly declaring, preaching, teaching, or otherwiſe 
blith, that the Lord Protector — the People in 
liament aſſembled are not the Supreme Autho- 
rity of this Commonwealth; or that the Exerciſe 
of the Chief Magiſtracy and Adminiſtration of the 
Government, is not in the Lord Protector aſſiſted 
with à Council; or that the ſaid Government is : 
tyrannical, uſurped, or unlawful ; or that there is 
any Parliament now in being, or ** 
ii! * 


. 


January. 


1653. 


Scotland, or Ireland; or hold any Intelligence with 


Vet terſeit the Money of this Commonwealth, or im- 


any Corruption of 
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Jatew-rognum. Continuance; or any Law in Force for continuing 


the Parliament, which is hereby declared to have 
been abſolutely diſſolved on the 20th of April, 1653; 
or ſhould plot or endvavour ta raiſe Force againſt 
the Protector or the preſent Government, or for the 
Subverſion or Alteration of the ſame, and ſhould 
declare ſuch Endeavour by any open Deed: Every 
ſuch Offence ſhould be adjudged High Treaſon. 
If any Perſon (not being an Officer, Soldier, 
or Member of the Army) ſhould plot or endeavour 
to ſtir up Mutiny thetein; or to withdraw any Sol- 
diers or Officers from their Obedience to their ſu- 
perior Officers,” or from the preſent Government; 
or procure, invite, or aſſiſt any Foreigners to invade: 
England, Scotland, Ireland, &c. or adhere to any 


Forces raifed by the Enemies of this Common-. 


wealth; or plot or endeavour the betraying or ſur- 
rendering of any City, Tawn,; Fort, Magazine, Ship, 
Veſſel, or Forces by Sea or Land belonging to thi 


Commonwealth; or counterfeit the Great Seal o 

'_ © Empland, Scotland, or Ireland, ar the Sign Manual 
or Privy Seal of the Lord Protector; or tho 

claim, declare, publiſh, or any Way 


uld pro- 


Charles Stuart, James Stuart, or any of the Poſte- 
rity of the late King, or any Perſon claiming) un- 
der him, or either of them, to be King of England, 


ſaid' Charles Stuart, 'Fames Stuart, the late 
n their Mother, or any of them; or coun- 


falſe Money in Imitation” thereof, knowing 


the fame to be fo; or counterfeit any foreign Coin 


current in this Commonwealth, or import any 
ſuch, knowing it to be falſe; or diminiſh the Mo- 
ney of this Commonwealth, or the Coin of any 
other Country current therein: All ſuch Offences 
were declared High Treaſon; but not to create 
Blood, or Forfeiture of Dower.” 
t was alſo ordain'd,: That no Offence what - 
ſoè ver ſhould: be thereafter deem'd High T reaſon; 
except thoſe above-recited ;and-all Proſecutions 
to be commenced within one — 
4 | miſhon - 
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miſſion of each Offence. But it was provided that Inter-regnum. 
all-the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, made in the 1653. 
Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King Fames, ſhould 1 m7 
ſill continue in Force. | "Ran bro och 


February. This Month began with an A& of The Lord Pro- 

Feſtivity. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Len- 1 are 
don having invited the Lord Protector and his 2 

Council to dine with them at Grocers-Zall > On Londen, 

the Sth, being A- edueſday, and the Day ap- 

pointed ſor that Purpoſe, his Highneſs, attended 

by his Council and the principal Officers of the Ar- 

my, with his own Life-Guard and many Perſons 

of Quality, came in great State. to Temple-Bar, 

about Noon; where the Lord Mayor and Alder- 

men waited for him. The Lord Mayor, advan- 

cing up to the Lord ProteQor's Coach of State, 

preſented to him the City Sword; which his High- 

neſs having inſtantly returned, the Recorder, Mr. 

Stzele, made him the Complements of the City in 

the following Speech“: 7 72 5 


May it pleaſe yaur Highneſs, my Lord Protector, The Recorder's 
IT hath been obſerved by ſome, that when Sa- 2 : 
mul offered Sacrifice, he therefore reſerved be Nane of chat 
the Shoulders for Saul, that he might know what City. 
was the Weight of Government; the, Conſidera- 
tion of which made Maximilian affirm, That none 
who knew huw heavy Diadems were, would ſtoop 
to take them up. Governors are like the heavenly 
Bodies; much in Veneration, but never at Reſt ; 
and how can it otherwiſe be expected, when, they 
are not made for themſelves, or their own Glory, 
but for the Safety and Good of Mankind? As in 
the Natural, fo in the Civil World, great Things | 
are ordained to ſerve the leſs. We ſee the Sun, by 
its Beams, ſerving the Eye of the meaneſt Fly, as 
well as of the greateſt Potentate: Fhe l N 
| ; 4 FP 4 Aa US * 
v From the, original Edition, printed for Matthew Wallbancke, 
at Ke: Inn Gate. This Speech, with the Form of the whole Ce- 
3 
the Information of Foreign Courts, n 
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Inter- regnum. Salus Populi was the Concluſion of the twelve 


1653. 
i GE 


the dark Side of this leading C 


Tables, and will be a prevalent Maxim untill the 


Fae End of the World. 


By thus much, m Lord, you may perceive 


of 


loud o overn- 


ment; but if God vouchſafe Aſſiſtance to thoſe 


preſently became of no Under 


Shoulders upon which the Government is laid, and 
puts under his everlaſting Arms, you will ſee the 


bright Side alſo, and thence receive Encourage- 
ment: This Support he is pleaſed to give, by letting 
Rulers know he is the Author of their Power, an 
that from him they are to expect their Rule. 
The Deſignation of Government, as to Forms 
and Perſons, is an human Inſtitution, and mutable, 
as Things that are made; but Government itſelf, 
abſtractively conſidered in its pute Original, is of 
a divine Offspring; and can with no leſs Difficulty - 
be ſhaken, than thoſe Veſligia, which being, as 
Relations tell us, upon the Tops of ſome Moun- 
tains above the Clouds, can be diſordered by Wind 
and Tempeſt: And for the Rule, the Word or 


Reaſon of God in the divine Underſtanding is the 


eternal Law of all' Things ; but this being too 
deep a Well for Man's Bucket to draw out of, it 
pleaſed his infinite Goodneſs to let fall a Rivulet 
from this Source into the Creature, which leaving 
an Impreſſion in Man's Underſtanding, we call the 
Law of Nature; but Man, having this Honour, 
ftanding,; his Mind 
being clouded with Paſſions and Sins, had ſoon 
need of ſuperadded Helps, which God gave him b 
thoſe other Laws fit for Government; and ſti 


gives a Spirit for the framing ſuch municipal Laws 


as are according to his Will, and ſuitable to the 
Good of the People: But when this was done, the 
beſt Laws, without a Government, were no other 
than as the Sword behind the Ephod ; and there- 
fore Moſes in his Time, and other Governors in 
their Time, muſt be as walking Laws and Admi- 


niſtrators of Juſtice, We may conclude, my Lord, 


that your Highneſs hath experimented both. theſe 
Encouragements, as being the Spectator of _ | 
' | by 0322401 16 001/090 


l * 


and the Subſect of other great Revolutions which Inter- regnum. 
have happened in this Age and Land of Wonders; 1633. 
and not only know that the Moſt High rules in the Cine _ 
Kingdoms of Men, diſpoſing them to whom he Sy 
feaſeth, but alſo that it is not ſufficient, with the 
Prigcty 'of the Nations, to exerciſe Dominion over 
Man, the common Image of God, except there 
be. alſo a Share in the peculiar Image of his Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs ; they being God's indeed, 
and after a peculiar Manner, to whom the Reaſon 
or Word o& Gol ſo comes, 4 
* My Lord, there is one Help more in Govern- 
ment, which God is pleaſed often to add to the 
reſt, which is the giving in of the Affections of the 
People. The Solemnity of this Day, wherein the 
Citizens of this great City appear in their ſeveral 
Companies, as 7, many Cities within the City, 
ſpeaks much to this; they leave it to other Nations 
to ſalute their Rulers and victorious Commanders 
with the Names of Cæſares and Inperatores; and, 
after Triumphs, to erect for them their Arcus Tri- 
umphales; but, if I miſtake nqt, their End, this 
Day, is not any ſuch outward. Pomp or Glory; but 
that thoſe who have been delivered together might 
rejoice together; and to expreſs their Deſires that 
the Civil Sword might be as proſperous for Public 
Ends, in the Hand where it is placed, as the Mi- 
litary Sword hath been in the ſame Hand. 
js. T'bis City ſeldom alone in public Actions; 
it was antiently called, by Stephanides, the Heart 
of the Nation; and if the Harde in a politic Con- 
ſideration as it is in the natural, it will communi- 
cate Life and Spirits into the other Members; b 
which Means the whole Body may unanimouſl 
contribute their Deſires and Endeavours to oppoſe 
the common Enemy; and, after all our Diſtrac- 
tions, ſee the Nation eſtabliſhed, upon the firm 
Baſis of Peace and Righteouſneſs, which is the End 
of Government, and ſhall bs the End of my further 
troubling your Highneſs.” vers! s 


You. XK. ot To 


* 1653. 6 
— — 
February; 


Bells rang all the Day; the 
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To this learned Harangue the Lord Protector 
returned for Anſwer, That he was greatly obli- 
gd to the City of London for this and all former 
Teſtimonies of Reſpect. And then, mounting his 
Horſe of State, rode in a Kind of Triumph Fo 
the principal Streets ; the ſeveral Companies, in 
their Livery Gowns, being placed on each Side 
thereof, in Scaffolds erected for that Purpoſe, and 
the Lord Mayor carrying the Sword bare-headed 
before him to Grocers- Hall, where a moſt nifi- 
cent Entertainment was provided. Aſter Dinner 
his Highneſs knighted the Lord Mayor , and 
made him a preſent of his own Sword from his 
Side; which was the firſt Inſtance of the Protec- 
tor's aſſuming this Piece of Regen Grandeur, The 
ower Guns were 
fired at his Highneſs's taking Leave of the City; 
and, about Seven in the Evening, he and his. At- 
tendants returned back to //bitehall in their 


Coaches. | | 


The Lord Pre- About this Time the Lord Protector renewed 
Cy appoints the Patents of the Commiſſioners for the Great 


Seal, and of ſeven of the Judges, viz. Rolle and 
Aſee, of the Upper Bench; Sr. 2 Athins, and 
Hale, of the Common Pleas ; Thorpe and Nicho- 

las, of the Exchequer : The Lawyers Maynard, 
Pepys, Windham, Newdigate, and Twi/den, were 
called to the Degree of Serjeants, in order to their 
filling up the vacant Seats in Miſiminſler-Hall. 
The Mention of theſe Names, many of whom 
were appointed Judges aſter the King's Reſtoration, 


vetifies what has been ſaid of Cromwell, That his 


"firſt Care was to fill the Courts of Juſtice with the 
moſt eminent Men of the Bar. | 

The Lent Affizes were now approaching: Theſe 
public Meetings gave Occaſion to the ſeveral Coun- 
ties and Cities of England to compliment the Pro- 
tector on his Advancement to that Dignity.— 
In Cromwel!'s Speech to his ſecond Parliament, he 


| appeals to the Addreſſes from the County and oy 


„ Alderman 7 homes Yyner, 8 


df York, as Evidences of the public Approbation later-regnum. 


of his taking the Protectorate upon him; we ſhall 
therefore ee theſe two out of the many Congra- 
tulations preſented on that Subject. And firſt that 
from the County, 


To bis Highneſs OI VER CromweLt, Lord Pro- 
teftor of the Commonwealth of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunts 
belonging, 


The HumBLEe PeTrITION and REPRESENTATION 
| 7 the GRAND JuRY, at the Aſfezes held at 
ork, March 1653, in behalf of themſelver and 
of the Nobility, Jehle, Gentry, and Fretholders, 
with the other Inhabitants of the County of York *, 


t653. 


— — 


March. 


? Hereas it hath ſeemed good unto the Al- An Addreſs of 
: mighty and Wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things, Congratulation 


by many great and admirable Steps of Providence, — "xr 


© to advance your Highneſs to the- preſent and at the Lent Aſ- 


© neaceable Adminiſtration of the Government of , 


this Nation; in which we truſt that all Friends 
to true Religion and public Liberties ſhall have 


Cauſe to rejoice: We, your Petitioners, do hum- 


* bly and chearfully teſtify” our Thankfulneſs to 
« your Highneſs for your Care in preſerving 
© us from thoſe Evils of Tyranny and ion, 
* which we have very lately enced ourſelves 
in imminent Danger of; as alſo our Satisfaction 
and Acquieſcence in the Government now eſta- 
© bliſhed, which we ſhall, in our Places and Sta- 


- 


« tions, be ready, with all Faithſulneſs, to preſerve 


© and maintain. U * a 
Further repreſenting and deſiring, That Coun- 
tenance may be given to godly and able Miniſters 
© of the Goſpel, ſuch as have or ſhall give Teſti- 
mony of their good Affection to the as it 
Ne 1 1 < is 

* b From Mereurius Polititus, No. 199. It is alſo in Mr. Mes- 
„ Colleftion of Letters and State Papers, p. 105, in which the 
Reader, who is not ſatisfied with this Specimen, may find a Num- 
ber of Com Comp ſufficient to gratify his Curioſity, i 


* 
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© is now conſtituted; and that, for their Encou- 
* ragement, ſome timely. 1 Provition may be made 


for a, competent and comfortable Subliſtence ; 
© and that they ma ile be vindicated from Oppreſſion 


and Affronts ariſi 


from Principles of Profane- 


neſs. and 5 or other more ſpecious 
8 Pretexts, alike 1 7 to the Propagation of 


the Goſpel, and in 
© That ſcandalous Miniſters may be removed: 


That former 


ppoſition to Government: 


Superſtitions and Corruptions, 


. tenacioully many, to the Hurt of 
t Perſons, and and Pretee of ſuch Miniſters 
3 to be faithful, may be reformed; and 
* that thoſe Diſorders and Diſtractions, which daily 
break out in Matters of Religion, may be recti- 
© fled: And that the Augmentations to Miniſters, 
T Mes 


ye. ny diſtributed. 


r 1 


Aud for all theſe Ends, ine Cocks: faithful.and 
Men may be empcwerech in this County, 

as we may not be neceſſitated, upon every Oe- 
* « ah to repair to Landon, where many neceſ- 
fſary Thiaꝑs are not praſecuted by reaſon of the 


0 Tedioulnets and great Expence of ſuch Journies. 


uy, 


That Courts of: Judicature may be ſettled (in 
this great County, (it having been under Conſi - 


deration, and great Progreſs formerly made there - 


. 


in in Parliament, on the Petition of the People in 


< theſe Parts) for the preventing of exceſſiva Ex- 


* 


pences and other Inconveniences in Law-Suits, - 


8 occalioned by 


eee os, 


from the City of Lenden. 


That ſome Way may, with all N 


ency, 
8 be dixeted and ſettled for-Probate of Wills with- 


in this County 


. vitour Ser 


44 Tef 77 the 


_— that theſe Courts 45.544 
ppeals to London.” 
r — 2 „ 


rand Jury, fn Aa 


Ie daes 0 appear by whom.this Addreſs of the. 
County of Hort was tranſmitted to the Lord Pro- 


tedhotr: But the 


following from the City was pre- 
ſented 
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ſented to as Sir Thomas Ii. path a *"their ere. 
d 5 | 


E Recorder; and Alderman Dickinſon. 


To. his "Highneſs Oivsr Lord Protector of. the ** 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Jre- 
land, and the Dominions thereunto belonging, 


| 757 Rtcoonttion of the Maxon, ALDERMEN, 
and COMMONALTY of the antient City of Vork. 
= 
0 
« ſhew himſelf ſtrong on the Behalf of them whoſe 
© Hearts are perfect toward him; to make bare 
© his Arm, and bring Salvation to à Nation not 
«© worthy to be beloved, and to — — math Yokes 
c 43 off our Necks; in accompliſhment hereof, 
d human Power And ſour, have been 
8 8 Ut of, yet Things have been ſo ordered 
„and over- led by the 55. 1 in the Midſt uf the 
Wheels, that we may juſtly ſay, we are not "ſaved 
© by Bow or by Stwbrd, but by the Lord our God. 
© And thetefore, in the firſt Place, we lock 
© it as our Duty to acknowledge Salvation and 
« Bleffing to Him that firs upon the Throne of 
«© Heaven judging right, who hath done Whatfoever 
© it pleaſeth him in Heaven and in Earth, "and 1 in 
All deep Places, © 
Vet when we alſo einer how it hath ſeem- 
ed good in the Efes of God to ſingle out your 
« Highneſs as 5 an of hir Right Hand — 
2 has trade firong for bin wi and, through 
ur Vit dae 0015 onſtancy, to do 
at atid wonderful T ing 7 in — — of us; 
8 een us Kom denen 1 N 
gets on the ö ht Hand and 
e bleR the Lord that bur ie is t to th 
«OO — Ifratl, who have jeoparded eic 


© Lives" 9 8 7 Places of the 5 5 atid are 
+ wg _ their valiant'AQs by 
As pru- 


Mer of the Cheat Seal, in 
ckinſon ws knighted by 


here rh 


"HEREAS it hath pleaſed the Lotd to And 3 
run to and fro through” the Eatth; to from the City. 
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; | * prudent Counſels, if we may enjoy the End of 
ss. every juſt War, which is a fate and honourable 
———_— Peace: Unto your Highneſs, therefore, as once 
ON © the People of Iſrael to their Ruler, we humbly 
and heartily ſay, Peace be to thee, and Peace be to 
«© thine Helpers. | 
If we ſhould promiſe to ourſelves too much 
© concerning your Highneſs, or any of the Sons of 
Men, eſpecially in this Day, wherein the Lord 
| < hath ſo much rejected our Confidences, and pro- 
1 claimed to us, by the Voice of manifold Provi- 
4 « dences, Ceaſe ' from Man whoſe Breath is in his 
: © Noftrils, we ſhould. not only intrench upon the 
© Honour of God and our qwn Peace, but be in- 
'* jurious to your Highneſs ; who are better able to 
| «bear the Burden of much Trouble than a little 
_ £ of that Truſt which we owe to him alone, in 
< whom there is everlaſting Strength, who turns 
every Staff into a Reed when it is xeſted upon: 
Vet we cannot but declare our great Hopes, that 
© the Lord will ſtill delight to uſe your Highneſs as 
© a bleſſed Inſtrument of much Honour to his Great 
Name, and. Happineſs to this Commonwealth; 
„That as he hath help'd you to build the Walls of 
< Feruſalem, the Defence and Safety of his People 
© even in troublous Times, ſo he will alſo engage 
your Heart, and enable your Hands, according to 
6 7 eminent Station, to further the ſpititual 
Work and Welfare of his Church and Temple, 
6 < which waits for a Seaſon of more Tranquility. 
We add only the Declaration of our Satisfac- 
tion in the preſent Government adminiſter d by 
< your Highneſs, and our chearful Submiſſion un- 
© © to it, which we ſhall be ready to ſecond with our 
Prayers and Endeavours for your Highneſs's Pro- 
« ſperity, and the People of God who fit under your 
' 6 fk nf humbly beggin your favourable Abe 
| < and Influence upon the —— and Privileges of 
c this antient City, whoſe Strength is much decay'd, 
© though their Burdens be increas'd, which yet 
_ © they are more wi UB, n to under - 
* go, till a juſt and ſeaſonable Remedy ä 


7 


- 
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s Our Lot is fallen ſomething remote from the Inter-rexnum. 


great Scene of public Affairs, which hath been 
prejudicial to us; but we truſt, though we enjoy | 


not ſo much Warmth of the Sun as the Southern 


Parts, yet the Beams of your Highneſs's Good- 
« neſs and Juſtice, whom God hath ſet up in the 
« Midft of us, ſhall comfortably reach this Place; 


« which, though in many outward Advantages, it 


© may come behind others, yet will ftrive to an E- 
« quality with the beſt, in their Affection and Faith- 
« fal $ to your Highneſs and this Commonwealth. 
Sign'd by the Mayor, in the Name and by the Ap- 


pointment of the Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the City of York, | 


JOHN GELDART, Mayer. 


On the 20th of this Month a Declaration was 
iſſued out by the Lord Protector, inviting the People 
of England and Wales to a Day of folemn Faſting 


and Humiliation, which was expreſs'd in the 


1653. 
March. 4 


„ 


lowing remarkable Terms: _ 

ME common and notorious Sins fo boldly A Declaration 

6 and impenitently practiſed amongſt us, not- for the Obler- 
© withſtanding all our Deliverances and Mercies, to- Day, a; 


© ſome. Years, and ſtill continues and increaſes 


« oether with the preſent Rod of an exceeding ang 
* univerſal Drought, which hath lain upon us for 


upon us, threatening Famine and Mortality, are | 


no leſs than the Voice'of God, calling aloud in 
* our Ears to Faſting, and Mourning, and great 


* Abaſement of Soul before him. 

And although the general End and Intendment 
of inviting to a Day of Faſt be, that all, of every 
Condition and Quality whatever, do try and ex- 
amine their Heart and Way more eſpecially, ac- 
© cording to their own Light, and in the Uſe of 


© ſuch Helps and Means as the Lord, in his Provi- | 


« dence, ſhall afford to each one, before and upon 

< the. ſaid Day of meeting; yet finding ſome 

Thoughts ſet ſeriouſly upon our Heart, wejudg'd 

it not amiſs to recommend the ſame to Chriſtian 
* | «C 


* 


as. The "OVER His roxy 


2 --_al 0 Conſideration, not to impoſe them on an 5 


* 


aff © to. pag bd We 


the Liberty of wor 


: * $9. 7 any within the Compaſs thereof; 
r free to the Grace of God. 200 
of his Spirit, who worketh all 
Things jn the Hearts of the Sons of Men, accord- 
Wil. ike Counſel and, good Pleaſure of his own 
he *: 
It cannot be denied, but that God hath Vonch- 
© ſafed to pear much in working the Deliverance 
© of this Nation from their Bondage and 2,458 
« dom, both Spiritual and Civil, op procuring 
them a juſt ene his awn 85 
© Do we now walk worthy of our h Calbe, | 


e mn Bumbleneſs and Lowlinef of Mind, holding 


« forth the Virtues of Chriſſ in Time of Peace, 
« which was our Strength by the Efficacy of which 


6 dC a great Things were agcampliſhes 1 in Tine 


2 Ife we a Heart prepared as willingly e com- 

6 municate the ſaid juſt Freedom and Liberty to 
one another, as we were induſtrious to get * 

© Do we thankfull acknowledge our efcy in 

tipping God in Holineſs and 

* Righteouſneſs without Fear, being delivered out 


« of the Hands of our Enemies ? 


Is brotherly Love, and a healing Spirit, of that 
Force and Value amongſt us that it ought? 

Do we own one another more for race 
< of God, and for the Spiritual Regeneratian, and 


; « for the Image of Chri/t in each other, or for our 


Agreement with each other in this or that Form 
© or Opinion. 

Do we firſt ſearch for the Kingdom of Chriſt 
c within us, before we ſeek one without us? Or 
do ve liften to them that ſay N the Co- 
ming of Chriſt, Lo here, U Zh | 

Do we not more contend for Saints. havi 

Rule in the World, than over their own He 1 51 

Are there not too many amongſt us that cry 


E with a! of Love, Joy, 2 | 
kneſs oodnefs, Temperanee, 
Ei Forbear ance, Brotherly-kind- 


neſs, 


* 
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' nel, and Charity, which are the Fruits of de u e. 


«Spirit e Ar 
How do we carry ourſelves, not only to the 
« Churches of God, and the Saints, but towards 
them that are Without!!! 

Do not ſame of us affirm ourſelves to he the 
« only true Miniſtry, and true Churches of Chriſt, 
and ourſelves only to bave the Ordinances in 
Purity; excluding our Brethren, tho” of equal 
« Gifts, and having as large a Seal of their Mi- 


1653. 
March 


«© niftry,. and deſiring with: as much Fervor and 


C 5 to enjoy the Ordinances in their utmoſt Pu- 
© rit P 

«Do we remember old Puritan, or rather pri- 
© mitive,, Simplicity, Self-denial, Mercy to the 
Poor, Uprightne „and Juſtice? Or are we not 
herein put to Shaule by thoſe we eaſily call Anti- 
Chriſtian or Carnal? | | 


- 


„Flath not one that we judge to be without, 
772 Juſtice with one we will call a Bro- 
ther | da ur" 

Do we contend for. the Faith once delivered 
© unto: the Saints, as the Things of Faith ought to 


© be contended for, with Love, Patience, Ten- 


« derneſs, Zeal, by Perſuaſion ? Or rather impo- - 


«© ſingly, proudly, carnally, provokingly, ſenſually, 
thereby prejudicing the Truth: And whilſt we 
© are —.— aloud 750 the Propagation of the Go- 
ſpel, do we not put Stumbling-Blocks in the Way 
of the ſame, and oo much endeavour to make 
p 1 the Slander of the World, in charging Pro- 
* teſhon with Faction? a Ad 

For want of Cireumſpection and Care herein, 
and a due Regard to Sincerity and Uprightneſs, 
© have not many tized, running aſter Fancies 
and Notions, liſtening to filthy Dreams, wor- 
* ſhipping of Angels, and been carried away by 


their Impulſions; and inſtead of contending for ' 


the Faith, and holding the Form ob ſound Words, 
© contended againſt Magitrac, 2 Miniſtry, 
* againſt Scriptures, and againſt Ordinances; too 


1 * much 


* 


Iater-regnum 
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um. much verifying the Prophecies of Peter and Jude, 
1653. in the following Words. | 


Here follows a Quotation from the ſecond Epiſtle 
| [ 81 Peter. G5 ii. prot £08 - -: AF 
13, 15; and the Epiſtle of St. 358 Per. 4, 
8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 19.: And then the De- 
_ -  Claration proceeds thus 0 : | 
_ © Natwithſtanding all theſe Evils, and worſe, are 
upon us, and in the Midſt of us, like grey Hairs, 
© here and there, and we now it not, our Pride 
© teſtifying to our Face, Hoſea vii. q, 10. and we re- 


© turn not to the Lord our God, nor ſeek bim for 


© all this, but theſe Things are contended for, and 
< juſtified under the Notion of Liberty; it being 
© too commonly ſaid that the Magiſtrate hath no- 
© thing to do Either in repreſſing or remedying theſe 
Things: We do hereby appeal to the Hearts and 
© Conſciences. of all fearing the Lord, whether 
there be not as great Cauſe as ever to lay our 
< Mouths in the Duſt, and abhor ourſelves before 
the Lord for theſe Abominations, whereby the 
Eyes of his Jealouſy are provoked, and to ſeek 
Pardon and Remedy from himſelf of theſe Things. 

Add we to theſe, the Reſiſtance, Hatred, and 
Neglect of the Goſpel by the Generality of Men, 
the Contempt and Deſpight done to the ſincere 
< Profeſſors of it, even = the 8 6 of Chrift in 
them (although they have been Inſtruments of 
© many Mercies, and of the obtainin a Juſt Free- 
dom for the Nation); the Wickede 3, Qathis, 


Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and all Manner of Li- 


< centiouſneſs, for which Things Sake the Scriptures 
© have ſaid, That the Wrath of God ſball undoubted- 
© ly overtake the Children 1 Di ſobedience. And 
© laſtly, the Impunity of theſe Things, through the 
Neglect of the Magiſtracy throughout the Na- 


tion; and then judge whether there be not Cauſe 


© that we be called upon; and do call upon each 
other . ſeriouſly, to lay theſe Things to Heart, 
5 being greatly abaſed before the Lord for them. 
* Upon the ſerious Confideration of theſe things, 
*we 


— 
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e judge it not only warrantable, but a Duty, to Iater-regnum. 
+ call upon you, and ourſelves, to ſet apart Time 1653. 
to humble our Souls before the Lord; to cry un- ——— 2 
to him for broken and penitent Hearts, and that 
© he would turn away his Wrath, and be reconci- 
© led to us; for the Lord is merciful, gracious, 
© long-ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and 
«© Truch, D 2a nf Tranſgreſſion, and Sin; 
and will by no Means clear the Guilty, who are 
© only ſuch as go on in their hardened and impe- 
6 — Hearts, refuſing tae Grace offered by Fe/us 
« Chrift, * | 
© It is therefore hereby declared, That we and 
© our Council do purpoſe, by the Grace of God, 
to ſet apart Friday next, being the 24th of this 
* preſent March, for a Day of Humiliation. 
© And it is hereby ordered, That timely Notice 
© be given to the Cities of London and W/e/tminſter ; 
« who, together with the Out-Pariſhes, we doubt 
© not, will willingly keep the ſame Day ; and that; 
© like Notice be given throughout England and | 
* Wales, to have their ſeveral Meetings upon the 
© {ame Day Fortnight; and that Copies hereof be ; | 
© printed and publiſhed, to be ſent to the ſeveral | 
< of the Nation, to invite them unto the 
Performance of this Duty.” | 
Given at Whitehall, March 20, 1653. 


J. THURLOE.f - 


It has already been mentioned that the States The Duteb ſend 
General were grown tired of the War, and had . 
ſued to England, in a very humble Manner, for peace. 
Peace. 555 that End 775 Avoid N 
dinary, Beverninget, Nieupoort, onge/tall, 
— . in February Wag On the 120 het 
Month Sir Oliver Fleming, Maſter of the Cere- 
monies, went down to meet them at Graveſend, 
from whence they and their Retinue were brought 
in feveral of the Commonwealth's Barges to the 
Tower the next Days and conducted to a Houſe 


f Appointed yof'S ll, 
Js we DET „ 


March. 
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provided for them in Weſimiuter. The Ambaſſa- 
dors went in the Lord ProteQtor's Coach of State, 
followed by thoſe of ſeveral Foreign Miniſters, and 
above ſixty Coaches more. On the 4th of this 


Month they were admitted, with great Solemnity, 


to an Audience of the Lord Protector, in the Ban- 
quetting : Hauſe at I hitehall, which was - richly 
bung with Tapiſtry for that Purpoſdd. 

- To ſhew how well Cromwell ated the Monarch 
at giving Audience to Foreign Miniſters, we {ſhall 
exhibit the Ceremonial obſerved on this Occaſion, 
as drawn up by the Ambaſſadors themſelves, and 
tranſmitted” to their Maſters the States General; 
the Particulars of which run thus: f 0 


The Manner of We were fetched in his Highneſs's Coach, ac- 
| the LordProtece- companied with the Lords Strickland and Jones, 


tor's admitting 


them to an Au- With the Maſter of the Ceremonies, and brought 


dience. 


into the great Banquetting- Room at I hitehull, 
where his Highneſs had never given Audience be- 
fore. He ſtood upon a Pedeſtal raiſed with three 
Steps high from the Floor, being attended by the 
Lords, Preſident Laurence, Viſcount Lifle, Skippon, 
Mactworth, Pickering, Montague, and Mr. Se- 
cretary Thurloe, together with the Lord Claypole, 
his Maſter of the Horſe. After three Reverences 
made at Entrance, in the Middle, and before the 
Steps, which his Highneſs anſwered every Time 
with reciprocal Reverences, we came up to the 
Steps; and deliver'd to him, with a Compliment of 
Induction, our Letters of Credence, who received 


them without opening them; the Reaſon whereof 


we ſuppoſe to be our delivering of the Copies and 


Tranflatſons thereof in the Morning to Mr. Thur 
bee; ſo that we preſently began our Diſcourſe with 
a 


2 Complinient of Thanks, tor his good Indlinition 
thewn in the Treaty of our common Peace; of 
Congratulation in his new Dignity ; of Preſenta- 
tion of all reciprocal and gelbe Offices on 


the Behalf of their High and Mighty Lordfhips ; 


and wiſhing all Safety and Proſperity to his Perſon 
and Government: To which he anſwered with 
'f Thurke's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 134. * 4 
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21 ſerious and a Ne abſt poke 2 
cal Inelination to their High and Mighty Lord- © 1654-— 
0 | and to the BuGneſs of Peace ; 25 Aich we — 
once more returned him Thanks, and prefented to 
his Highneſs twenty of our Gentlemen, who went 
in before us, being followed by twenty more, to 
have the. Honour tc kiſs his Hand ; but inſtead 
thereof his Highneſs advanced near the Steps, 
bow'd to all the Gentlemen one by one, and put 
out his, Hand to them at a Diſtance, by way of, 
Congratulation ; and then we were conducted 
back again after the {ame Manner 


Thus much for the Formalities obſerved by our 
Lord Protector, at the firſt Audience given to the 
Dutch Ambaſſadors. A few Days after they ac- 
quainted his Highneſs, that all their Provinces had 
conſented to the Articles of Peace, and had im- 
powered them to ratify the ſame. They alſo de- 
fired an immediate Ceſlation of Hoſtilities. The 
Protector, however, was determin'd to make Peace 
Sword in Hand; and therefore went on vigorouſly. 
in his Preparations for Sea, by preſſing of Mariners, 
and ordering Land-Forces on board the Ships. 
Nor were the Dutch wholly inactive; for, on the. 
Report from their Ambaſſadors, finding that the 
Peace was not yet concluded, they ordered their 
Admirals to repair to Am/terdam, to take Care their 
15 110 Ip readineſs for Action: However, 
theſe Naval Preparations came to nothing; for, 
on the 5th of April, Articles of Peace _ ſign'd MT es 
by the Engliſh and Durch Commiſſioners, to be between Eng- 
ratified by their Principals in fifteen Days, which. 
was done accordingly ;.the moſt material of which y 
were theſe”; $1 IE | 
By the 7th and ſubſequent Articles, it was agreed 
that's — of en Nations ſhould 
not be protected by either of them; but there was 


no Proviſion made, by this Treaty, for the Coa- 


.B Theſe Articles are printed at large in Crenrvel["s Acts and Or- 
dinances, p. 106, & ſeg. 


286 The 9 His rer 


E leſcence ſo much inſiſted u an g the Admini- 


Apa” 


ſtration of Affairs by the nn, 
By the x3th, the Duty of itriking the Flag to 
the Engliſh, in the narrow, Sens, \ was acknow- 


y. 1 27th Article, Proyiſion was made for 
955 thoſe to Juſtice, who had been concern'd 
in the bloody Maſlacre of the Engliſh at Amboyna, 
for which the two laſt Kings could never obtain 
any Satisfaction. 

By the 28th, the Dutch undertook to'reimburſe 
to the Engliſs Merchants the Loſſes they had ſuſ- 
tained by the Seizure of 22 Ships in Denmark. 

There was alſo a ſecret Article in this Treaty, 
which muſt allay the Joy of one conſiderable Par- 
ty in Holland, for utterly excluding the F my of 
the Houſe of Orange, from ever being Stadt 
of the United Provinces. 

Soon after this Peace was proclaim'd, both in 
England and the Low Countries, with great Cere- 
mony and Rejoicing; and was ſo grateful to the 
Dutch in general, that they ſtruck three Medals on 
the Occafoa? : * Nor was this Peace leſs accept- 


able to the Protector, as appears by the * 


4 Mr. Ladbw writes, That the Durch alſo promiſed to comply 
with the late Act of Parliament, whereb 9 Commodities 
K into E 4 Bot- 

ä Op cd. by ſuch 2 
vie ſhould grow : But there is no 
Mention of the Navigation Act in the Articles publiſhed by Crom- 
well's Printer. In the 32th, which relates to mutual Trade and 
Intercourſe between the two Commonwealths, there is indeed a 


general Saving of all the Laws and Ordinances of each reſpectively. 


r Theſe Medals repreſented, 
» Neptune on a Car, drawn by two Sea- Horſes, The Shields 


; of Arms of England and Hol „ borne_on his Knees x on each 


Side of him a Triton ſwimming ; and on the Top a Caduceus, which 
ſupports Mercury's wing'd Hat between two Branches of Palm. 


| Round the Medal is a Verſe from Terence, alter d thus, 
 Amantium Ire Amicitiæ Redintegratio ef, 


on the Reverſe was this Inſcription in Dureb, 
In Memory of the a go Union, and ſolemn Confederacy concluded 


at Weſtminſter, A ATN bis High the Lord Protector 


of the — ya and Ireland, and their 
High Mi gbrineſſen NT General of the United off, 
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Declaration of his Highneſs, for ſetting a-part a — 


public Day 3 that Account, which 
was in hac Verba | 


HAT this bath been a Nation of Bleſ- a Thankſgi- 
c ſings, in the Midſt whereof ſo many Won- H- ap” 
ders have been brought forth by the outſtretched? __ 


Arm of the Almighty, even to Aſtoniſhment _ 
© Wonder, who can deny? Aſk we the Nations 
© of this Matter, and they will teſtify: And indeed 
the Diſpenſations of the Lord have been as if he 
had ſaid, England, Thou art my Firſt- born, my 
Delight "amongſt the Nations; under the whole 
Heavens the Lord hath not dealt ſo with any Na- 
tion round about us. 

* The Lord having added anciiicr Link to this 
Golden Chain of his Loving-kindneſs, by giving 
us a Peace with our Neighbours, the Unite Pro- 


© yinces, (whereby he hath not only ſtopped a great 
© Hue 


bi ifications wwere exchanged by both 88 
Ah yt perry age 9 AED ihe Ther _ 


8. 
. Women n 
of the Liberty of the two Republics. The Eu Dame bears on 
43 a Harp, and the Dutch. has a Belgic Lion couching at 
cet, | 
Mentibus unitis s procul Amaror 
Pilea nh gi 33 : 
On the Exza eur. 
c decimo quinto Aprilis, Anno 1654. 
RrvniRaszmk., 
Two Ships, one carrying the Colours of Holland, and the other 
that of the States. 
Luxuriat gemins Nexu 2 Salo Res, 


Excipit unanimes totius Orbis Amor. 


3. The Figures of Peace and Juſtice, with their Emblems, 
| He mibi erunt Artes. 
Rzvrnit.. 


' Qued feelix A Poft atrox Bellum, inter An- 
glice Belgj — — Rocher, bis 83 Paci: 
222 no 10 52 exarfit, in quo max1mit utringue Claſſibus, 

Septentrionali, duo Mediterraneo ow, pugnata ſunt cruenta 
ral, Dei Optimi Maximi 122 ſpiciis Olivarii, Magnæ 
Britannia Protefforis, Farderati num, Pax cum antique. 
Federe reflituta 5 cxjus optimæ Rerum — Memoriam ſempi ter mam 
Senatus Populuſque 2 ſeri cura- 
runt, 
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later -regnons. & Iſſue of Blood, but we. truſt alſo ven us Hearts 
., 3854-.,. to unite our Blood: ane Sthength for the mutual 
W Defence of each other) calls for great Returns of 
„Thanks for E 
sx is therefore thought fit to ſet a- part Theſuay, 
being the 23d of this preſent May, as à Day for 
Praiſe, and tor the thankful Acknowledgment of 
| © this Hleſfing of Peace, which we hope hath, in 
| < the: Womb of it, many other Bleſſings. 
And let us not forget our other Mereies: Was 
g not the Earth lately fo unuſually parch'd up, that 
y it threaten'd Famine, and did cauſe the Beaſt of 
©the Field to mourn for want of Food and Wa- 
© ter to ſuſtain it? And hath not the Lord fo wa- 
| © tered the Earth, that he hath turned'thoſe Fears 
; into the Expectation of the greateſt Plenty that 
| ever was ſeen by any now living in this Nation? 
© Conſider: we alſo the Way whereby the Lord im- 
© parted this Merey to us: Did any amongſt us 
*foreknow it was coming? Was ib not by ſtirrin 
up out Hearts to feek the ſame by Prayer; an 
that immediately before the Lord vouchſafed us 
this Mercy And doth not this beſpeakk 
1. Fhat the Manner of conveying this Mercy, 
< 1s the belt Part of the Mercy?  — 
2. That the Lord has not caſt us off; that 
© his Spirit yet ſtrives with us; that he hath. a 
People of his Love amongſt us; and loves the 
Nation ſo far, as to provoke it to be in love with 
© calling. upon the Name of the Lard for better 
« Things than Corn and Wine? | 
3. Phat he knows beſt how and when to an- 
© ſwer the Expectation of the Huſbandman, and 
< when to hear even the Mourning 6f the Brute 
« Beaſt, who will yet much more hear the Deſires 
of them that fear him, and that in the fitteſt Sea- 
6 ; | : f 


4. That the Heavens having thus declared the 
Glory of God, and the Earth anſwering there- 
« unto in. its Fruitfulneſs, why ſhould nat we be 
© melted! and ſoftened, humbling ourſelves: under 

_ © theſe marvellous K indneſſes, and abounding "_ 
pd f 42 
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© of Love? And if every Place hath been made 
© Partaker of his Showers, why {hould not we, 
© laying aſide our Differences, be inlarged alſo each 


sto other? 


5. * That ſeeing the Lord hath been thus uni- 
© yerſal in this Mercy, why ſhould we not univer- 
© fally turn from the National Evils and vain Prac- 
© tices, which yet are too ſuperſtitiouſly and cuſto- 
© marily exerciſed amongſt us; which we need not 
© repeat here, becauſe they are too well known, 
© and we truſt will be remembered by thoſe godly 


_ © Miniſters who ſhall be called to preach unto the 


© People upon this Occaſion ? Conclude we with 
the Words of David in the 107th Pſalm, from the 
« 30th to the laſt Verſe, Then are they glad, &c. 
- Given at Whitehall this 9th of May, 1654. 

| J. THURLOE; 


«all Fruitfulneſs in every. good Word and Work Inter-regnum. 


1654. 


— — 
May. 


It may be aſk'd what was become of the King The defperate Sj 
of Scots all this Time? What we learn concerning tyation of the 
him is, that he was ſtill at Paris ; but had no En- King Affaire, 


couragement to ſtay in that Court, . becauſe the 


French were very deſirous of a Peace with Eng- 
land, and had actually ſent over the Sieur De Bour- 
deaux-Neufville, and the Baron De Baas, to treat for 
that Purpoſe. There was a Report, at this Time, 
of a Match between the King and the Duke of 
Lorraine's Daughter, with a Portion of Four Mil- 
lions, and a Promiſe of her Father's Aſſiſtance to- 
wards his Reſtoration : But this proved all Chi- 
mera; and though there was a conſiderable Party 
of his Friends up 'in the Highlands, under the 
young Marquis of Montroſe and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Middleton, their Efforts proved all in vain, 
and the unfortunate Charles was now in as deſpe- 
rate a State as ever. 


About this Time it was, as a modern elegant 


Hiſtorian obſerves , That there was no Ring in 
Europe that acted on his on Authority. * 


$64, -- - ki T 


1 Le Siecle de Louis XIV, par Voltaire, 
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ternum. Hal Mazarine governed both France and its young 
jon? rH A King abſolutely. Don Louis de Haro did the dame 
wx in Spain by Philip the Fourth; neither of theſe 
May. Kings being then ſo much as mentioned in the 
| World. Only Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden, main- 
tained a little Authority in her Dominions, though 
abandon'd, or deſpis'd, or unknown, by other States, 
Charles the Second was then a Fugitive in France, 
with his Mother and Brothers, all their Misfor- 
tunes ſtill attending them; whilſt a Subject had 
| uſurped the Royal Power, and had entirely brought 
7 three Kingdoms under his Yoke. Cromwell, our 
Author adds, would not take the Title of King, | 
becauſe, ſays he, the Engliſh knew how to limit 
that Power, but were ignorant in that of a Pro- 
teQtorſhip.* No I | 
We cannot better ſhew the preſent Happineſs of 
Cromwell, and the fair Proſpe& he had of its Con- 
> tinuance, than as ſumm'd up by two of his Enemies. 

And che flouriſgj- The Protector, ſays Lord Clarendon*, had now 
ing Condition of nothing to do but at home: Holland had accepted 
e Peace on his own Terms; Portugal had bought 

| it at a full Price, and upon an humble Submiffion 
/ "©. Denmark was, contented with ſuch an Alliance as 

, ( he was pleaſed to make with them; France and 
Spain contended, by their Ambaſſadors, which 
ſhould render themſelves moſt acceptable to him; 
Scotland lay under a heavy Yoke by the firſt Go- 
vernment of Moncke, who, after the Peace with 

the Dutch, was ſent back to govern that Province, 
which was reduced under the Government of the 
Englih Laws; and their Kirk and Kirkmen en- 

tirely ſubdued to the Obedience of the State, with 
Reference to Aſſemblies, or Synods; and Ireland fo 
confeſſedly conquer'd that his younger-Son, Henry, 

i whom he ſent thither as his Lieutenant öf that 

N Kingdom, lived in the full Grandeur of that Office.” 

Mr. Ludlow! adds, That Cromwell was Maſter 
of a conſiderable Army and a powerful Fleet; all 
the Sofdiers fully paid, with a Month's — 

elle rt 2s . e, 
* Hiftory, Vol, IV. p. 494% l Memoirs, Vol, II. p. 488. 
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the Stores. ſufficiently ſupplied with all Proviſions Inter-regnutn, 
for Sea and Land; 300,000/. of ready Money in 1654. 
England, and 1 50, O00 J. in the Treaſury of Ire. 
land, all at his Controul. His Power thus eſta- 
dliſhed in the three Nations, as well as his Title 
recognized by ſoreign Princes, the Protector went 
on ſwimmingly in his high Office; and, if not loved 
in it, he, at leaſt, made bimſelf to be feared by all 
Sorts of People. By the Inſtrument of Govern- 
ment he and his Council had a Power of raiſin 
Money during the Intervals of Parliament : An — 4 
accordingly they paſs'd an Ordinance for continu- — 4 
ing the Monthly Aſſeſſment of 1 20, ooo l. for the Monthly Aſſeſſ- 

aintenance of the Army and Navy till Michael- Tent for maine 
mas, and o, ooo. a- month to Chri//mas, enſuing. cs, * 


June. 


Things went on in this Manner till June, when 
it was thought proper to 45 a Parliament upon 
the new Model preſcribed by the Inſtrument of 
. Government. The Writs for that Purpoſe were 
iſſued out by the Lord Protector on the 1ſt of this And ifves out. 
Month; and, by an Order of Council, blank Name for calling . 
printed Copies of the Indentures between the She- a Parliament, 
riffs, c. and the EleQors, were ſent to the ſeveral 
Returning Officers, to prevent their making uſe of 
any other Form. An Ordinance was ſoon after 
publiſhed for the Diſtribution of Elections for Scot- 
land and Ireland; each Nation being to ſend 30 
Members, who were to fit and vote in this Enghfh 
Convention. 


The Writ and Indenture above-mentioned 
in hunt Verba: - \\ 


Ottver, Lord Protector of the Commonwealtn 
of Exgland, Scotland, and Ireland, as it was pub- 
lickly declared at We/iminfler, December 16, 
2653, en 0 | 

To the Sheriff of Greeting, : 

OR divers weighty and urgent Affairs concern 
& ing Us and the _ and Defence of — ; 
„ 2 | ms 


n " 
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Inter. regnum. Commonwealth, Me, by the Advice and Aſſent of Our 
6% Council, have ordained a Parliament to be held at 
TIS, Our City of Weſtminſter, the third Day of Sep- 
tember next coming; there to conſult and adviſe 
with the Knights, Citizens, amd Burgeſſes of the 
ſaid Commonwealth. | 
Me da therefore command you, firmly injaining 
that, Proclamation being made of the Day and Place 
aforeſaid in every Market-Town within your County, 
you cauſe to be freely and indifferently choſen, by them 
who ſhall be preſent at ſuch Election, of the 
moſt fit and diſcreet Perſons ta e as Kmghts, 
with their Swords girt, for the County of 3 
and for the Boroughs « Burgeſſes, of the 
more diſcreet and Jufficient Sort, And the Names 
of the ſame Knights and Burgeſſes / to be choſen, 
whether tbey be preſent or abſent, that au cauſe o 
be incerted in certain Indentures, thereupon to be. 
made between you and them who Hall be preſent at 
ſuch Choice ; and that you cauſe them to come at the 
1 Day and Place aforeſaid, (fo that the ſaid Knights 
| ' ſeverally may have os and ſufficient Power. for 
| " themſelves and the People of that County ; and the 
* ſaid Burgeſſes ſeverally for the People of the Be- 
roughs tet ) ta do and canſent unto thaſe Things 
Which, then and there, by Common Counſel of the , 
ſaid Commonwealth in Parliament, by God's Bleſ- 
fing, Mall be ordained upen the weighty Affairs afore- 
ſaid; fa that, for Defect of Tuch-like Pawer, or y 
reaſon of improuident Choice of the Knights and 
= Burgeſjes aforeſaid, the ſaid Apairs may not remain 
undone in_anywiſe. _ 2 OE 
And We will that neither You, or any 2 .. 
riff of the ſaid Commanuwealth, be in agywiſe choſen. 
ti 15 4 ſaid Choice, diſtincily and 1 — 
be made, you certify to Us in Our Ch under 
your Seal, and the Seals of them that ball . preſent 
at ſuch Choice; ſending unto Us the other Part of the. 
faid Indentures annexed, with this Our Writ. And 
in your Proceedings, and Execution bereaf,, We will 
that you purſue and obſerve the ſeveral Directions 
* ' limited, 
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Limited, appointed, and preſcribed by the Govern- — 


ment aforeſaid. 
Witneſs Ourſelf at Neminſter, the firſt Day of 


June, in the Year of our Lord 1654, 
fs LENTHALL. 


The Form of an InDEnTURE between the Sheriff 
and the Electors of Perſons to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for Counties. . 


T HIS Indenture, made tbe Day of 9 
in the Year of our Lord 1654, at „ in 
the County of . „ betiueen # 2 : 
Sheriff of the County aforeſaid, of the one Part, and 
C. £4 E. F. G. H. 2 got Hon Perſons quali- 
fied and capable to eleft Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament for Counties, as is preſcribed in the Go- 
. vernment of the Commonwealth of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, witneſſeth, That Proclamation 
having been made in every Market-Town in the 
County aforeſaid, within ten Days after the Receipt 
of a certain Writ of the Lord Proteftor to the afore- 
ſaid Sheriff directed, and to one Part of theſe In- 
dentures annexed, for the Electian of _ Knights, 
fit and diſcreet Perſous of the County aforeſaid, for 
the Parliament of the 5 Lord Protector, in the 
Writ aforeſaid ſpecified to be choſen, and to be at the 
Parliament of the ſaid Lord Protector at Weſt- 
minſter, in the County of Middleſex, the third Day 
4 September next to be held; the aforeſaid C. D. 

F. G. H. &c. and divers other Perſons of the 
County aforeſaid, who were preſent at ſuch Election, 
freely and indifferently have choſen Knights, 
. girt with Swords; that is to ſay, A. B. &c. to be 
in the Parliament aforeſaid, as in the ſaid Writ is 
mentioned ; who for themſelves, as alſo for all the 
People of the County aforeſaid, have full and ſuffi- 
cient Power to do and conſent unto thoſe Things 
which, in the aforeſaid Parliament, ſhall, then and 
there, by common Conſent and Counſel, happen to be 


ordained, | 
T 3 Pro- 
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Inter-regnum. Loy . 25 it is hereby 23 That the 
4. 2954» © Perſons ſo choſen ſhall not have Power to alter the 
_— Government as it is now ſettled in one ſingle Perfon 
bob aud a Parliament. * er wy 
- Jn witneſs whereof as well the Seal of Q tt 

_ .. the ſaid Sherif}, as alſo the Seals'of the leftors 
' aforeſaid, the Day, Year, and P ace abodeſaid ; 

to theſe Indentures are put and i d. 

The Form of the Indenture between the Sheriff 
and the Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of Boroughs, 
was to the ſame Effect as that for the: Counties, 


* 


mutatis mutandi e. 9 7 

Ju. There had been a Cavalier Plot diſcover- 
A Plot for aſſaſ- ed; in which, as was ſaid, the Protector was to be 
dating kim. taken off by Aſſaſſination, or; otherways. Several 
Perſons were apprehended thereupon, and exa- 
mined by Cromwell and his Council, and ſoon after 
tried before the High Court of. Juſtice ; amongſt 
whom Mr. Jahn Gerard and Mr., Peter Vowell 
were condemned, and, on the 1oth of this Month, 

executed for it. 3 3 
On the ſame Day was beheaded Don Panta- 
leon Sa, Brother to the Ambaſſador of Portugal, 
for a Riot and Murder in Carnhill; and though 
much Intereſt was made to the Protector for his 
Life, yet no Intreaties could prevail-upon him to 
wave, what Lord Clarendon ſtyles an exemplary 

Piece of Juſtice, | 8 

S8 oon after the Execution above - mention'd, there 
was publiſhed, by Authority of the Government, 
a Narrative of this Conſpiracy againſt Cromwell ® : 
5 A ſhort Extract of the Plan thereof, which is very 
Nightly paſs'd over by the Contemporary Writers, 
will be no improper Digreſſion. | © The 


- . 


m It bears this Title, A true Account of the late bloody and inbu- 
man Conſpiracy again bis Highneſs the Lord Protector and this Com- 
 monwealth, for the Subver ion of the preſent Government thereof, and 
involving this Nation in Blood. Manifefted by the Examinations 
.” and Confeſſions, upon Oath, of ſom! of the 8 Conſpirators 
themſelves; as alſo by the Depoſitions of ſeveral Sor are 
wor taken concerning the ſame, Publiſhed by ſpecial Command, — 
Printed by Thomas Newcomb, in Thames-fireet, over-againſt Bay- 
vard"s Caſtle, 1654. n n 


O ENGLAND. 295 


The Parties in this Conſpiracy, conſiſting of Inter-regnum, 


many 'Thouſands, were to have been diſpoſed to 
their ſeveral Poſts :; The Parts they intended to act 
were, to have ſcized upon the Horſe-Guard at the 


Mews, and there to have mounted the Troopers Heads of the 
own Horſes ; to have ſeized alſo upon the Foot- Ylan thereof. 


Guard at St. Jamas's, and upon I biteball and the 
Tower of London; as alſo upon all the Horſes in 
the Stables and Paſtures in and about London, and 
"fifteen Miles round, which were to be drawn all 
into a form'd Body; and at the ſame Time to 
have had conſidetable Parties ready to have fallen 
upon the Guards at Iſlington and in Seuthwark ; 
to have ſecured London, let down the Portculliſſes, 
and then, by raiſing of Apprentices, and firing the 
City in ſeveral Places, to have prevented all Aſſiſt- 
ance, Their Intent was likewiſe to have ſeized 
en the Perſon of his Highneſs the Lord Protector 
with a Party of Horſe, upon a Saturday as. he was 
| going to Hampten-Coprt, and to have murdered 
him, Together with him they intended to have 
cut off the Council in general, or as many of them 
as they could have got into their Power. And if 
theſe Things could not have been effected in the 
Way to Hampton- Court, then to have attempted his 
Highneſs and the Council in the Chapel at Mhite- 
hall, or as they were ſitting in Council. Next to 
have ſeized on the Lord Mayor, and to have made 
him proclaim Charles Stuart by the Name of Charles 
the Second ; And this to have been done at one In- 
ſtant of Time. Col. Finch was to have com- 
manded the Party intended for London; John Ge- 
rard that Party that was to have fallen upon Mbite- 
hall and the Protector; Henſhaw that upon the 
Mews; Col. Deane that upon St. Fmes's; Tho- 
mas Mayhart and other Perſons were to have fal- 
len upon Col. Ingoldsby's Regiment in Southwark ; 
Peter Vmwell, one Dayle an Inukeeper, and ſome 
others, upon the Guards at Holborn and /flington. 
© The Stroke having. been thus given in and 
about London, divers Regiments 0 9 
bor. | 1 


* 
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Inter- reznum. Foot were to have riſen in ſeveral Parts of the Na- 


185654. 


2 9 


| . tion; ſo that, by this Means, both City and Coun- 


try muſt have been inyolved again in Blood. For 
the Execution of all which Major Henſhaw, and 


2 Miſeman, his Half Brother, went into France, 


receive a Commiſſion from Charles Stuart; 
where the faid Hen/haw had Conference with the 
ſaid Charles Stuart, the Lord Ormond, and Sir Ed- 
ward Hyde about it; ſo alſo had John Gerard, and 
received Directions to proceed in it: And thou 
they returned at firft only with a verbal Commiſ- 
ſion, yet they had afterwards one in Writing 


from the faid Charles Stuart", This was the 


Sum of the Buſineſs, which was firſt to have been 
begun by Perſons of leſſer Conſideration ; and 


chen, afterwards, more eminent Perſons were ta 


have engaged in it openly.” | 
But to return to Parliamentary Matters. 
On the 25th of this Month Lifts were return- 


ed to the Protector and his Council, with the 
Names of thoſe who were elected to ſerve as 


Members, in the next Convention, for the ſeveral 

#. | 4 | Shires, 
un In Thurle's State Papers, Vol. II. p. 248, is a Copy of a kind 
of Proclamation from the King, dated at Paris, May 3, 1654, of- 
fering a Reward of 5001, per Ann. and a full Pardon, alſo the Ho- 
nour of Knighthood, and farther Preferment, to any Perſon what- 
ever, (except the late Speaker Lentball, Prefident Br , and 


Sir Arrbur Haſelrigge ) who ſhould by Piſtol, Sword, Poiſon, or an 


other Means, deſtroy Oliver Cromwell ; wherein it is ſtyled an A 
acceptable to God and good Meg, to cut off ſo deteſtable a Villain 


from the Face of the Earth, In the ſame Volume, p. 248, et ſeg. 
are Copies of many of the Examinations, Confellions, 95 4 K. 
Perſons apprehended for this Plot : But : 
Lord ndon, in his Account of this Conſpiracy, not 
clears Mr. Gerard and Ve from having any Hand in it, but af- 
firms, That the King was averſe to any Rifing in his Favour ; 
charging his Friends to be quiet, and not engage themſelves in any 
Plots, as being only what would prove ruinous to themſelves, and 
do him no Service. Hiftory, Vol. VI. p. 49 1. 
Mr. Carte treats this Affair as a'ham Plot, and a meer Contri- 
vance of Major Henſhaw, one of Cremell's Spies, in order to fur- 
viſh the Protector with a more plauſible Pretence for perſecuting the 
Royaliſta. But this Writer produces no Authority for his Aſ- 
* ; 8 Carte, Vol. IV. p · 662. 
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Shires, Cities and Boroughs, in Exgland and 8 2 
ales, Scotland and Ireland, as follows: | 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


We. ee 


Sir William Boteler, . Jahn Deſdorough, yr 


John Harvey, Eſq; 
 Edm. Wingate, Eſq; 
Jobn Neal, Ef 
T9 Bedford, Eq 
Bedford Town, 
Bulſtrode Whitlocke, one 
of the Lords Commiſ- 


ſioners of the Great 
Jobs; 42 Eſq; Se- 


Seal. 


. BERKSHIRE. 
George Purefoy, "v4 
Edm. Dunch, E h 
Sir Robert Pye, at. 

bn Dunch, Eſq;, 
2 S Eſq; 


Thomas aug "NG ; 
Reading. ani 
Robert Hammond, Eſq; 


BuckINGHAMSHIRE, 
Bulſtrode Whitlocke, one 
of the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Great 
Seal. 
Sir R Pigot, Et. 
Richard Ingo ſa; 
Richard — 1 
George Fleetwood, Eſq; 
Buckingham Town. 


Francis Ingold Ef 
Aytelbury. = BY 


* 

Henry Phillips, Eſa; 
Chipping. W y Prom 

Thamas 119 of 'of Lam: 
bath, Eſq; 


Francis Ruſſel, 


* 


The Names of 
the Members 


Elq; 
Henry Pickering, Eſq; who conſtituted 
{q; 


Robert Caſtel, 
Cambridge Teton. 
Richard Tims, Ald. 
Cambridge Untiverſs ity. 
Lord Henry Cromwell, 
Ie of Ely. 


of State. 
George % Glopthrn, 1 Eſq; 


CHESHIRE. | 
Jobn Bradſhaw, Serjeant 
at Law, Chief Juſtice 
of Chefter. 
8 ir George Booth, Bart. 
Henry Brake, of Nor- 
ton, Eſq; 
Join — of Ukinton, 


18 
heſter City. 
Charles Whalley, Eſq; 


CoRnWALL. 
Thomas Gewen, of Brad- 
ridge, Ef 
Anthony Niu 'of Pen- 
roſe, Eſq; 
Thomas Ceely, of Trevi- 
ſham, Eſq; 

Richard Cora, of Co- 
lomb- Major, 7 1 
Anthony Rouſe, of Wor- 

ton, Eſq; 
Jumes Launce, of Pen- 


Rare, 
Walter 


Cromwell"s ſe- 
. cond Parliament, 


* 


ey mud Charles 


July. 0 
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Walter Moyle, of ny: | 


Efq; 
Beſeqwen, of | 
Pinne Eſq; 
* on. 
Riber Beats Eſq; 
Truro. 
Francis Rouſe, Eſq; 
Penry * 
Jen Fur, 


A 


CUMBERLAND. 
Charles Howard, Eſq; 
William Briſcee, Eq; 

Carliſle City. 
Col. Thomas Fitch, 


eee 


' Nathaniel Barton, Eſq; 


Thomas Sanders, . 

Edward Gill, Eſq; 

Þ Gell, Eſq; 
Derby Town. 

Gervaſe Bennet, Eſq; 


| . | 
Robert Rolle, El, ; 
Arthur Upton, E 
Thomas Reynell, Ela; | 


: ef rage . Eſq; 


2 = war Eſq; ; 


William Fry, El * ö 
Thomas Sanders, a; | 
Sir John Northcot, Bart. 


Henry Haiſel, . 
John 5 Eſq; af 


Exeter City. 


Thomas Bampfield, "RE 


Te bomas Gibbons, Elqz 


Plymouth. 
1 Ceely, Mer. 


William Yeo. Ela; 
Cliftan, Dartmouth, 
Hardneſs. 


- Thomas | Boon, of Ton- 


all, Eſq;. 
1 Totneſs. 


Jobn D „ Eſq; 
Tan and ae 7 8 


one of the Generals | 
at Sea. 
Barnſtable. 
John Dodderidge, Eſq; 
Tiverton. 
Rob. Shapcat, of Broad- 
merſh, Elq; 
Honiton. 


Sir John Young, Kat. 
DorsETSHIRE. 


William N Eſqʒ 


= Bingham, Eſq; 
ir Walter Earle, Knt. 


Toba Fitz- James, Eſq; 


ohn Trenchard, Eſq; 
Henry Henley, Eſq; 
orcheſter. 
obn Whiteway, Eſq; 
eymouth *. Mel- 
- comb-R | 
Dennis Bon 0. 
Edmund Pridequs, Eſq; 
Attorney-General, 
BY. 
Sir HO, 9 Co- 
per, B 


eee 


Thickly- Puncherdan. 
| George 


Of ENGLAND). 
George Lilburne, of Sun- 


dierland, Eſq; 
Durham City. 
Anthony Smith, Marco. 


Take.” ....... 

Sir Will. Maſham, Bart. 
Sir Rich. Everard, Bart, 
Sir Tho, Hoeywoed, Et. 
Sir Thomas Botoes, Knt. 
Henry Mildmay, of Gra- 

ces, 
Thomas 

marſh, Eſq; 
Col. Carew Mild 
Sir Samuel Sleigh, Knt. 
Dionyſius Matering, Eſq; 
Edward Turner, Eſq; 
Richard Cutts, Eſq; 
Oliver Raymond, Eſq; 
Herbert Pelham, Eſq; 

. Malden. 
Col. Joachun Matthews. 
Colcheſter. 

Col. 


Tower 
Jahn Maidflane, Eſq; 


K, of Ped- | 
Bennet Hoſkins, Eſq; 
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Tewkſbury. 
Sir Anthony Ajbley Coo- 
per, Bart. | 
Cirenceſter. 


John Stone, of, Friday- 
ftrect, London, Ef q; 


HengrokDemIRE. 
ohn Scudgmore, Eſq; 
Tobn Pateſbal, Eſq 
ohn Flacket, Eſq; 
Lichen Ray, Eſq; 
Hereford City. 


Leominſter.. 
Jon Birch, Eſq; 


HERTFORDSHIRE, 
Henry Laurence, Lord 
Preſident of his High- 
neſs's Council. 
William Earl of Saliſ- 
bury 


Sir 2 Wi itteurong, 
John Barkſlead, Kat. 
Lieutenant of the 


Sir Richard Lug, Ent. 
and Bart, 
Thomas Nicholl, Eſq; 
St. Albans. 


GLovceeranammE. Alban Cox, Eſq; 


George Berkeley, Eſq; 


Hertford. 


Matthew Hale, one of Iſaac Pulter, Eſq; 


the Juſtices of the 


Common Bench. 
Jobn How, Eſq; 
Chriflopher Guiſe, Eſq; 
Sylvanus Mood, E 
Glouceſter City. 


William Lenthall, Eſq; . 


Malter of the Rolls. 
Thomas Pury, ſen, Efq; 


Hunt enn. 


Edward Montague, Eſq; 


Inter-regnum, 
1654. 


July. 


one of his Highneſss 


Council. 


Henry ry jun. of 


2375 on, of Up- | 


Ramſ 
Stephen Ph 
wood, Eſq 

Hunt - 


1 
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| Inter-regmatn, Huntingdon Town. LgrcesTERSHIRE, 


A 


1 


__ Jobn Bernard, Elq; Dbomat Beaumont, Eſq; 


Henry Earl of Stamford. 
"Kant. © Thomas Lord Grey, of 
Wiltiam James, Eſq; Grooby... 


Col. Jam Dixwell. Thomas Pochin, Eſq; 


Fohn Boys, of Betti- Leiceſter Town. | 
Hanger, Eſq; Sir Arthur Haſelrigge, of 


Sir Henry Vane, ſen. Kt. Noſetey, in the unty 
Col. Ralph Weldon. of Leicefter, Bart 


Lambert Gudfr s Elq; William Stanley, Gent, 


Col. Richard _ _, Alderman of the 

Henry enden, I 

Auguſtine Skinner, Eq, N 

Daniel Shatterden, Ef Lincoln. 

Johm Seyliard, jun. Eſq; E dward Roſfiter, Eſq; - 
Cmpudinny (2 City. Thomas Hall, Eſq; 

Thomas Scott, L . Thomas Lifter, Eq; 


Francis Butcher, E Charles Hall, Eſq; 


© Rocheſter City. Francis © Clinton, alias 
2 ee. 1 Re- Fiennes, Eſq; 
corder. Tomas Hatcher, Eſq; 
Maidſtone. Willam Woolley, Eſq; 
John Banks, jun: Gent. William Saville, 4 
Queenborough. William We: 


| Auguſtine Garland, Ela; John Wray, * 


Lincoln City. 5 
| Laren William Mar fhall, Al- 
Richard Holland, Eſq; derman. 


Gilbert Ireland, Tag, Origen Peart, Alder- 


Rich. Standiſb, of Duckſ- man. 


bury, Eſc hh Boſton. 
William A, urſt, Eſq; William Elks, Eſq; 

Preft reſton. | Grantham. | 

Rich. Shuttleworth, Eſq; William Bury, ſen. Eſq; 
_ Lancaſter. Stamford. 
Henry Porter, Eſq Jobs Weaver, Eſq; 

A 14 ä Great-Grimſb 
Thomas Birch, ſen. Eſq; W: wy Wray, Kh, . 
Mancheſter. | 
Charles E of the te geg, * 


Foal 


222 222 Eſq; 
ir James Harri ton 
Jes and Bart 
Weſtminſter City. 
Thomas | Latham, <Y 
London City. 
Thomas Foot, Alderman. 
at Law, Recorder. 
Thomas Adams, Eſq; 
amuel Avery, Ef Þ 
Andrew Riccard, iq; | 


 Edm, Harvey, Eagr | 
Tho. Fauconbridge, 
William Steel, Serjeant 
| * Langham, Fg 
MonMoUTHSHIRE. 


Richard Lord Cromwell. 


Of ENGLAND. 


Great-Y armouth. 
Col. William 


Thomas 2 


N 
Sir Gilbert Pickering, Bt. 
one of his Highneſs's 
Council. 
ohn Crew, 0 Eſq; 
ir John Norwich, 
and Bart. 


| 32 Cleypole, ſen. Ele: 


ir Fohn Dryden, Bart. 
Thomas Brook, Eſq; 
Peterborough City. 
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Alexander Blake, Eſq; 


Northampton Town. 


Col. Philip Jenes, one of Peter Whalley, Gent. 


- Highneſs's _ 


Nonrorx. {+ 
Sir Jabs Hobart, Bart. 
Sir #/illiam Doyley, Knut. 
Sir Ralpb Hare, Hart. 
Thomas Meld, Eſq; 
Robert Wilton, Eſq; 
Thomas Satherton, Eſq; 
Philip Weoedhauſe, Efq; 
Robert Mood, ſen. 2 
1 Bedingfield, ſen. 


1 Frere, Ela; 
Norwich City. 
Bernard Church, bes 
Jebn Hobart, Eſq; 
Lynn-Regis. 
Philip Napp one of his 
Highneſs's Council. 
 Guybon Goddard, Efq; 


ecorder. 


©. Northumberland, 


K NokTHUMBRERLAND. 
William Fenwick, of 


Wallington, Eſq; 


Robert Fenwick, of Bed- 


lington, Eſq; 
{q 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 
Sir Arth. Haſelrigge, Bt. 


Berwick upon Tweed. 
Ges. Fenwick, of Brent - 


' born, in the County of 


' NoTTINGHAMSHIRE, 


William Pierepoint, Elg; 


Edward Whalley, Eq; 


Edward Nevill, Eq; 
FD Wage 'Efq; 


am Town. 


ame: „ Chadwick, Eſq; 


" _— Gon 


Henry Ogle of Egling- | 


* 
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3 | Inter-regtians, = OXFORDSHIRE. + Joe Pig Buckland, Eſq; 
165% Nobert Fenkinſon, Eſq; Deſtor ought. 


Joly.” 


— mat — ens * 


tenant- General of Ire- 
land. 
Col. Fames Whitlocke, / | 
Nathaniel Fiennes, Eſq; 
William Lenthall, Eſq; 
Oxford City. 


4 2 Charies Fleetwood, Lieu- fo 2 


Bulſtrade Whitlocke, one 


of the Lords Commiſ- 
2 of the Great 


Lieut Gen. CharlesFleet- 
- wood, 
. 
William Shield, Eſq; 
Eduard Horſeman, Elq; 


SHROPSHIRE, 


: Humphrey Mackworth, 


ſen. Eſq; 


Thomas Mitton, Eſa; - 


Robert Corbet, of Stan? 
warden, Eſq; 


Philip Shs Hh th; 


Riders Cheſhire. Gent, 
n Mackworth, 


He: alias Bridge- 


Jobn Harrington, Eſq; 
ohn Aſp, Eſq; 
Charles Steynings, Eſq; 
Robert Long, Eſq; © 
Richard Jones. Eſq; 


Thomas Eſq; 
Samuel Pag, Bie | 


- Briſtol City. 
Robert Aidworth, Eſq; 
Mites Fackſon, Eſq; 

Bath City. 

Col. Alexander Popham, 
of Honiftreet. 

Wells . 
Liflebone Long, Eſq; 

' Taunton. 
Thomas Gorges, Eſq; 
Fohn Gorg es, OP 

Brid 
Col. Robert Blake, 


Oe EE Fry 
Richard Lord Cromwell, 


. Richard Norton, Eſq; 


Richard Major, Eſq; 
ahn St. Bar % , Eſq; 
Wallop, Eſq; 
Francis Rivet, Eſq; 

Edward Hooper * 


Jobn Bulkley, | 


Wincheſter 


north. 
111 Crown, Eſq; Joop Hilde, 25 


©; Pein eren. | 
W — _ 


uthampton Town. 


John Liſle, one of the 


Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Great Seal, and 


q . 3 
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Francts 1 Eſq; 


Recorder. 
Lewes. 


- 


Portſmouth Town. St. Edmundibury 
Nathaniel l hetbam, Eſq; Samuel 2 Eſa, 

' Andover. © | "Je Clark, Eſq; 

5 x tet of Hurſſey, Dunwich. 

Reb ry er, of Wren» - 
f Wight. ſq; 

„ „ 5 3 | 
one of his Highneſs's File Fothergill, Eſq; 
Council. 8 

John Liſle, one of the ' SURREY. 
Lords Commiſſioners Sir RichardOnflow, Knt. 
of the Great Seal. Major - General ou 

| | ambert. 
STAFFORDSHIRE., Arthur Onflow, Eſq; 

Sir Charles olſeley, Bart. Francis Drake, Eſq; 

Thomas Crompton, 165 Robert Holman, of Dark- 

Thomas Whitgrave, Eſq ing, Eſq; a 

Lichfield City. © Col. Robert Nod, of 

Thomas Minors, Eſq; King flon. 
| Stafford. | Southwark. | 

Jobn Bradſbaw, Serjeant Samuel Highland, Eſq; 
at Law. | Robert Warcu eu, Eſq; 

Newcaſtle under Line. Guilfo 
Edward Keeling, Gent. Richard Hiller, of Guil- 

" HO | ford, Gent. S 

REL | ] -NUnC Ryegate. -— - 

Si 2 Barnardiſtan, Edward Biſbe, Eſq; 

EK nt. N 8 
Sir #7 * gs Bart. SUSSEX. | 
Sir Thomas daingfield, Herbert Morley, Eſq; 

Knt. 5 8 lqz © 
William Bloys, Eſq; _ 

ohn Gurdon, Eſq; 2 ſqʒ 

illiam Gibbs, Eſq; John hy 4s Eſq; 

Jen Brandling, Eq; Anthony 1 , El 

Alexander Bence, Ela; Sir Thomas 
obn Sicklemore, Eſq; Francis Lord —_— 

Bacon, Eſq; - Herbert Sprungat, Eſq; 
-- Ipſwich. - * Chicheſter City. 
Nathaniel Bacon, 


Eſq; Henry Peckham, Eſq; 
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Lewes. | Marlbo 


Iater-regnums | 
1654. nn Shelley, Ty Lieut. Gen. Char Hut- 


* John Gin Eſq; 


Grinſted wood, 


22 Deviſes. 
Arundel. Zaward Baynton, Eſq; 
Anthem Shirley, of Preſ- 
ton, Eſq; WoRCESTERSHIRE. 
| Sir Thomas Rous, Knt. 
WARWICKSHIRE, and Bart. 


Richard Lucy,” Eſq; Edward Pitt, Eſq; | 
Thomas Willughby, Eſq; Nicholas Lechmere, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Temple, Bart. Jabn Bridges, Eſq; 
William Sa n albot Badger, Eiq; 


; Worceſter City. 
William Tae Vit El Eſa; MWilliam Collins, Efq; 
a; Edward Elvines, — 
1 own. _ 
Richard Lucy ;  YorKSHIRE. 
IX _ Welt - Riding. 


RO, Thomas Lord . 


Wa bin 


| | 75 

Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, John bn Bri t, E 

Bart. | 2 Sal, E 3. | 
q 


Alexander Papham, Eſq; Martin Lifter, 


Thomas * of Bury Eaſt- Riding. 
Court, E Sir. Srrielland, Knt. 
Alex. Thi it, Eſq; and Bart. 


Francis 3 Eſq; * Malter Strictland, Efq; 
John E. of 3 one of his Highneſs's 
Ang Council. | 
Hugh Bethell, Eſq; 

Richard Robinſon, | of 
er, Eſq; 
North-Riding. 
George Lord E FA 
; Fragde Laſcelles, Eſlq,. 
Þ Thomas Harriſon, Eſq; 
Geert W * 3 


N LAN D. 3035 


Vork City, 

Sir Thomas(Widdringtat, 
Knt. one of the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the 
Great Seal. 

Thomas Dickenſon, * 


der 


Halifax. 
ET Hull. 2 i =_ 
William Lift, Eſq; Jeremy Bentley, Gent. 


— 1 22 
Fra * ee CINQUE PORTS. 


th Exch Dover. 
s the weber Hilliam-Cullen, EI: 


Scarbrough. Sandwich. | 
Jobn Wildman, of the l- The, Lan. 


City of We/tminfler, 
Eq; \Herbert Mein, OY | 


W A L E S. NN 
Auorzss Tr. FlNrs nnen. 
George Twiſfleton, Eſq; Jobn Trevor, Eid; . 

William faruiſ, Ed; Aadrei Ellis, E | 


BRECRNOCKSHIRE. | 'GLAMORGANSHIRE, 


Henry Lord Herbert. 
| Philip Jones, Eſq; one of 
Edmund; Janes, Elq; bis Highnef's Cod 


 CARDIGANSHIRE.  cil, 


ames Phillips, * Eam. Sai We iure, 
enkin Lloyd, Ed; ＋ 


ardiffe Town, 


ads. | 
CARNARVONSHIRE. ves £ 4. Thi of -Ke- 
Nr Serjeant, at C, 314; a 
aw 
Thomas Auen, : W 
Fin Sir Jobn Price, of New- 


Dauatcnskikk. dom, Bart 
Col. Narr, Tbeloall. Charles Lind, of Garth 
va. XX. v Pu- 
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. . PEMBROKESHIRE. Haverford-Weſt. 
dir Braſmus Philli 2 of Jan Upten, Eds 
ay. bi- Cel, # RapxoRSHIRE. 


3 Owen, of New: George Gwyn, BY 
dane, Fi, s Hun {q;* 


8 C 0 1 D A. . D. 
N 8 HI ES. | 


Feverneſs 8 William Mitchell, | 
| Foy. Mt and Kinkardine, Col. David yy of 


Fife and Kinroſs, Col. James Hay. 
Pk, Lys, of Your Her. 2 4 
Linljebgow,' Stirling, and Clackmannan, Cal. Tho- 
mas Read, Governor of Stirling. 
Dumbarton, Argyle, and ws Sir Fames Hanlon, 
of Ormiſton. 
Lanerk, Col. William aun 1 
ä Mid-Lothian, George Smith, Eſq; Wen Fthe Judge: 
of Scotland. 
Merce, Fobn an of Swinton, Eſq 
Selkirk and Peebles, Fohn Thomp pſon, Auhior.Ge- 
_neral of the Revenues of Scor, 
Dumfries, Col. James Earl, of Har TY Ferrs 
un, Sir James MacDowel, of Garthland. 
2 SA Mr. Benjamin Bre 8 of De ln, 


: 


iris uk Boktovens..: 


13 Samuel Deſborough, one of the Com- | 
miſſioners for the Revenues, George Hamiu. 
Eſq; Scout-Maſter-General. | 

F. « ar, Dundee, Aberbrotback, Mo wires. and Bre- 

| in, Sir Alexander N. rl, of Blackneſs, 

n Xt, Oe of Hunde. run 

Linlithyow, Queen Ferry, Rik iy and 
Sturling, 85 Jabs Okey Vn 

Sb. Andrew's, Diſart, Kirkeldyi , 

tber Fuer, Pittenweem, Crail, a 
| Kinghorn, 1 Weſter, laser beit . . 

rien, and Burnt-I/land, = wh Bo 8 
of St, Andrew's. * N 
J * 2 8 as 


v NA P. 5 


Tamer, Glaſgow, Rutherglen, Rothſay, Renfrew, = num. 
1654. 


July. 


Hie, Irvin, and Dunbarton, Mr. Joby Wilkie, 
of Bromhouſe. Fi 
Dumfries, Sangubar, Lochmaben, 2 Wi 1 
Kircudbright, IV hitehorn, and Galloway, Major 
Jeremiab Tollhurſt, Burgeſs of Dumfries. 
Peebles, Selkirk, Fedburgh, Lauder, Nortih- Berwick, 


Dunbar, and Haddington, Mr. i 1 Thomp- | 


ſon, Burgeſs of Haddrngton. * 4 


Nn . .. AW 3 
co Ta gum 


Meath and Lowth,. Col. John Fowke, Governor of 
Drogheda, Major William Cadogan. 


Kildare and Vickloe, Major Anthony Morgen, Ma- 


jor William Meredith. 
Dublin, Coy Je Hewſon, of Lutterels Town. 
Catherlough, 
Col. Thomas Sadler, Col. Daniel Axtell.” 
Web - Meath, Longford, and King's County; Sir Thes- 
© philus' Fones, ol. Thomas Scott. 
Downe, Antrim, and Armagh, Col. Robert, 2 eng- 
, Col. Arthur Hill. 
Derry, Dennegal, Din, Col. Jobn Curie, 


I ; 


x By the gth Article of the Kaen of Ga the 
Number of Members to fit and ſerve for Scotland was fix d at 303 
and accordingly. Writs were iſſued out to the Shires of Ork- 
ney, Zetland, — Caithneſs for one z to Sutherland, Ro oſs, and. Cro- 
marty, one; fo Elgin and Nairn, one; to Banff, o 3 to Aber- 
deen, one ; to re and Renfrew, one; to! 2 and to 
the Boroughs 9 Dornech, Jain, Inverneſs, Dingwall, Nairn, El- 
gin, and Forres, one; to Banff, Cullen, and Aberdeen, one ;* but it does 
not appear that more than the above 21 Members were elected. Mr, 
Whitlecke, in ſome Meaſure, atcounts for this, by ſaying; © That 
five\Sheriffdoms in Scotland return d, That not one, Perſon. fit to 
be a Parliament-Man was to be found within their Liberties :* 

But the Nees of the reſt making n o Return we cannot account 
for; 16 9301 03 s Memorials, P. . 

4 Mr, es aa, © That ſome of the Commiſlianers. in Ire- 

land were againſt the Proprietors of Lands chuſing Members, leſt 
they ſhould return ſuch as were Enemies to the Eng/ib Intereſt ; 
and therefore propoſed that, for this Time, Cromwell and his Coun- 
eil ſhould nominate the Thirty who were to repreſent the Iriſp Na- 
tiog in the Englifs Parliament.“ Our Memorialift, who was at that 


Time one of the Commiſſioners, takes to himſelf the Merit 7 d- 


— —— 8 


ord, Kilkenny, and Queen A 


308  'The Parliamentary Hi STORY 
Dene, of Londonderry, Thomas Newburgh, of Liffors, 
„ .in\the County of Donnege!, Eſq; 

* 2 Fermannagh, and Mer hae Col. Jobn Cole, 
Kory » Limerick, and Clare, Ma vo) ag Sir 
Horarifs Waller, Col. Henry In 
Cort, 8 2 r ron of Bro 
| Corky” Reyer Biyle Lord Ba | Br Nat, 


E ohn 1 Commiſ- 
| INOS wer A r 8 
Sh 9, 550 e and Le Trim, Sir Robert King, 


ir John Temple 4 
E and — Sir Charles dose, Commillary- 


eu John Reynolds. 
"Errizs and Towns. 
4 Dublin, Daniel Hutchinſen Alderman. . 
Carrickfergus and Belf; at, Major, Daniel Redman. 


Derm and Calerune, 2250 King, Eſq; 
Lineriet and Kilmallock, William Purefoy, Eſq; 
Cork and 1 aug Hall, Col. Wi liam 77255 8 

"Ela; 


Bandon and King/ale, Vincent Gopten, Bl 
"Haring taken Notice of every Thing. | <a 


Waurſvrd and 22 William Halſey, 

0 our Purpoſe, which happened. i in the 
between the Diſſolution of the laſt * and 

the Meeting of the next, we ſhall conclude it with 
an Account of ſueh Ordinances, made and pub- 

Hiſhed by the Protector and his Council during that 
4 -Pexiod,,. as. were moſt remarkable ; and Which, to 


prevent breaking off the Thread of our Hiſtory, 
vers purpolely Ginitted in their reſpective Series. 


were theſe, 
2 g. La _ Ordinance rel "to Public , 
ſed by the = © That no Perſon ſhould 


it was chat 

_—_— — he admitted to a Benefice Witk Cure of 
* or allowed to preach any public Lecture, 
de See by en ofthe Gee of God 

* e + by tealor; of the Grace 
E — his hol — unblameable . 
as alfo for his Knowledge and Utteranee] by cer- 
- in | Commiſſionery, conſiſting of Eccleſiaffics and 
2 named in the Act; who were impowered 
to 


0 ENGLAND. zee 
to grant Admiſſion by an Inſtrument under their 
| Common Seal, which ſhould be deemed as ſuſfi- 
cient, to all Intents and Parpoſes, as Inftitution 

and InduQtion : That all Patrons of Benefices, then 


2 ſhould preſent within ſix Months; in De- 
fault o which the Preſentation, for that Turn, 


ſhould devolye, by Lapſe, to the Lord Protector: 
But the Power of theſe Commiſſioners did not ex- 
tend to Lectures read in the Univerſities : And 


there was an expreſs Proyiſo, That this Ordinance 


ſhould notbe conſtrued as a ſolemn ſetting apart any 


Perſon to the Office of the Miniſtry ; but only to 


be conſidered as a Means for better ſupplying the 
| Nation, with able Preachers, and to capacitate them 


to receive the public Maintenance appointed by 


Law. 

ar r all Meetin s for Cock-fighting to be 
unlawful 4 —. and MENT 2 155 h, * The 
Preamble iorrh, © That this Kind of Diver- 
ſion had been 0 , by Experience, to tend to the 
Dünen of the Public Peace; was commonly 
accompanied wit F. Drinking, Swearing, 
Quarrelling, and other Jill ute Practices, to the 

Diſhonour of God, and Ruin of Families. 
For Pardon and Grace to the People of Scotland, 
ir 5 all Matters done in relation to the late Wars : 
repy the Eftates, Real and Perſonal, of all the 
ation, except certain Lords and Gentlemen 


Scots 


named in the Ordinance, were diſcharged from all 


Sequeſtrations, Fines, and Forfeitures whatſo- 


6 
* ENG Scotland into one Commonwealth with 


E By this Ordinance the Scots Nation were 


dec 45 . eee of their Allegiance to the Heu- 
art Famil * Monarchy and Ce es Au- 
1 9 that ation were aboliſhed; 21 as be- 
fore obſery ty Repreſentatives were to be 
tons 5 Foe 2 to ſit and vote in the Parliament 


; and the Arms of Scotland were to be 


ed, with thoſe of the Engl Commonwealth. 
capt were to 15 as free of Cuſtoms and Du- 


dies between England 5 N 


July, 


7 


” 1 


For cn l b Scotland; and ve/l- 


ing in Truſtees the 971 4 Perſons of that Nation 
on, 


excepted. from Pardon, for the Public Uſe: But 


Proviſion was firſt to be made for the Wives and 


Children, agd Creditors of the Perſons who had fo. 


forfeite. 


For bringing the Public Revenuts of the Commige- 


9. 


wealth into one Us The Reaſons given in 


the Preamble for pafſing this Ordinance; are, 
© That, by ſuch Alteration, the Charges ariſing by 
the Multiplicity of Treafuries and Receipts might 
be reduced, the' Perfans employed therein brought 
to a due Account, and the Public Revenues more 


_ readily employed, as the Occaſions of the Com- 


monwealth might require.“ Then it proceeds to 
ehact, That All public Money ſhould be paid into 
the Exchequer at Veſlminſter; that for Payments 
Tallies ſhould be levied and allowed according to 
the accuſtomed Courfe; and Mohies ĩſſued by ſöch 
Officers as the Lord Protector ſhould appoint by 
his Letters Patent, in which the Fees to be taken 
ſhould be expreſs'd; and any Officer taking more, 


was to forfeit his Place, and treble the Value of 


ſuch Fee: No Money was to be iſſued out of the 
Exchequer, without a Warrant for that Putpoſe, 
under the Great or*Privy Seal.” Ft 
For preventing Challenges, Duels, and all. Pro- 
vocations thereto : Hereby it was enacted, That 
if any Perſon ſhould challenge, or cauſe to be chal- 
lenged or accept, or knowingly carry, a Challenge 
to hght a Duel, he ſhould be committed to'Priſon, 


without Bail, for fix Months, and give Security 


far his good Behaviour for one whole Year after: 
4 1 IT Perſons 
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Perſons challenged, not diſcovering it in twenty- 


Duel where Death ſhould enſue, to be adjudg: 
Murders Fighting a Duel upon a preceding C 

lenge, being a Second, or affiſting therein, though 
Death ſhould not enſue thereupon, to be baniſhed 
for Life within one Month after Conviction, and 
in caſe of Return to ſuffer Death : Perſpns. uſing 
provoking Words, or Geſtures, to be indicted,; 
and, if convicted, to be fined, bound to the good 
Behaviour, and make Reparation to the Party in- 
Jjured, according to his Quality and the Nature of 
the Offence.” . 5 | .-,f v £444 F 


four Hours, to-be deemed Accepters ; Fighting a 
1 


Inter- regnum g 


1654. 
— — 
-— Avgutt,” 


Fur better ragulating and limiting the Za. | 


tian of. the High Court 4 Chancery, The Pre- 
amble ſets forth the Occaſion of this Ordinance to 


be, That all Proceedings touching Relief in 


Equit might be had with leſs Trouble, Expence, 
and Delay than formerly. And, in order thereto, 
it was enacted, That there ſhould be Sixty Attor- 


nies in Chancery, and no more, to be nominated 


the Maſter of the Rolls, and approved by the 


by 
Committioners of the Great Seal, Wo ſhould ſol- 


licit each Client's Cauſe for the uſual Termly Fee 


i | | . 
The fix Clerks in Chancery were reduced to 


three Chief Clerks, who had Power to inſpect the 
Conduct of the ſeveral Attornies ; and, in caſe of 
Negligence or Unfaithfulneſs, to give Damages to 
the Party wrong'd, and to Ay 7 the Attorney 


ſo offending from his Place. An 
ſwers, Pleadings, &c. to be filed with that Chief 


all Bills, An- 


Clerk, to whoſe Office the Attorney towards the 


Cauſe for the Plaintiff reſpectively belong d. 

© The firſt Proceſs to be a Subpæna, which 
ſhould be open, and contain as many Defendants 
as the Plaintiff deſired to be inſerted” therein; pay- 
ing only 64. for the Seal, and 15. to the Officer. 
© Tf a Counſel wilfully miſinform'd the Caurt of 
any Matter, in the Pleadings or Evidence, whereby 
an Order ſhould, be obtained, which they might 
afterwards fee Cauſe to diſcharge, he was to be 


/ 


openly | 


. 


| * 
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ter-regnum» apes gg rgpri mon ided; and, before he ſhould be ſuf- 
fere 


Ea a 1 that Bar, to pay 40s. 
e neee, and 


to 75 ron 150 by ſuc 
265. to d Protector: Hut if ſach Nifinfor- 


matic Ae ie ing 5 the Client or 983 6 55 they 
to kbp Pay 49 % oe Party. wrong'd, and be com- 


the tr el}! Payment 
— All e to be ſet down for hearing i ür their 
Ofder as 175 „Without preferring one before 


another ; ' be (6 preſented by the Chief Clerks, 


hct ta ling any any Fee, and to be heard on the 


Day. ſet down ; and, for that P urpoſe, the Lords 
mmiſſioners of the Great Seal to to ſit eve _ 


ber: as well as Forenodn, except Saturd; 


_< Alt Caufes 10 OR heard the next Term Ifrer 
ny ou 4 if ore than could be diſpatch'd 
Time, „ite be heard on certain Days 

a for Fo Purpbſe after Term, 
No "Relief to be, had, in Chancery, againſt a 
Bond for Payment 0 f Money only ; or, in any Caſe. 
where the Plaintiff was intitled to Relief at Com- 


moh Law; nor any Decree to be made againſt an 


Ack of Parliament. 

Tables of all the ſeverat Fees to be taken by 

ys Maſter of the Rolls, the Maſters in Chancery, 
pn Office, the Chi ef Clerks and Attornies, 

the Regiſters, 5 7 Se. were printed in the 

Gaia Res And any Perſon taking more to be 

deem d an Extortioner, niſhed as fuch, and alfo 


diſabled to bear any Office of Truft or Profit in 


the Commonwealth. Amongſt theſe Tables of 
Fees there wete two very remarkable Item: That 


u Counſel, under the Degree of a Serjeant at 


Law, ſhould receive more than tos. for a Motion, 
1d 205, on a . But the Counſel for the 
ord Protector, and Serjeants, were allowed ta 


take double that Fee in both Caſes. 


It was alſo enacted, That no Sum of Money, 


or other Gratuity, Modld be taken for the Nomi- 


pation or Admiſfion of Perſons to any Office in the 
o pointment of t 7 Court of Sadie, by the 
rd Chancellor, Maſter of the Rolls, or any other 


Su- 
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1; upon Pain of 16fing his own later-regnum. 
5 1654. 

Auguſt, 


Superior Ofheer; 
Place, and paying double the Value of the Mo- 
ney; Er. ſo received ; one Moiety thereof to the 
Lord Prbtector, and the other to the Party who 


, 


ſhouJdue for the ſame,” h 
 Thefe are ſome of the principal Heads of this 
very remarkable Ordinance; whereby the whole 


Practice of the Court of Chancery was, in a great 


Meaſure, to be thrown into a new-Channel:: But 
as our Deſien is only to exhibit an hiſtorieal View 
_ ofthe moſt intereſting Eaws made by Cromwell and 


his Cbuncil, what Has' already been offer'd, may be 


ſufficient: for that Purpoſe ; and the reſt we 
paſs over with a Reference. rt 

For the Ejettion of ſtandalots, ignorant, and in- 
ſufficient Miniſters and Schoolmaſters. Hereby ſe- 
veral Lords, Knights, Gentlemen, and ar Lax. 
Commiſſioners, were appointed in every County 
of England and. Wales, with; Authority to call be- 
fore them any public Preacher or Lecturer, having 
a legal Stipend, and alſo all Schoelmaſters; to re- 
ceive Articles of Information againſt them; upon 
Conviction, to eject fuch whom they ſhould find 


to be within the Defcrjption of this Ordinance, and 


ſequeſter the Revenues of their reſpective Bene- 
fices :. The Patron was required to preſent or no- 
minate, within four Months after ſuch Removal, 
28 if th& Incumbent were dead; but the Succeſſor 
was to be approved by theſe Commiſſioners; and, 
in caſe of Lapſe, the Patronage or Nomination, for 
that Turn, to devolve tb the Lord Protector. 
There is indeed one Claufe of Mercy in this Or- 
dinance, © whereby the Wife and Children of an 
ejected Miniſter were to be allow'd one Fifth Share 
of the neat Produce of the Benefice for his Life :” 
But this was mote than over-balanced by another 
cruel Clauſe, * whereby no Miniſter or School- 
maſter ſhould keep a School in any Place from 


* whence 
m This Ordinance, conſiſting of ſixty- ſeven Clauſes, beſides the 
Tables of Fees, is printed at large in Scobelf"s Collef#iins, and in 
CronnoelP s Afts and Ordinances ; by referring to which the Reader, 
who is inclined to compare the Fees then ſettled, and the Rules of 
Practice, with thoſe of later Times, may ſatisfy bis Curioß ty. 
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whence,h been nor ſon to 
eee e e e — 9 | 


. 
"Our - 


retain or aintain A, aſter. & 11 Ly. (2 
Meanihe of this Ordir inance 1 the Penal of 
1035. Cac 17 Diem, to the Poor of the de Pail 
"TN Fad the rm 2 A ſters and Sch 
57 80 as £9 be under | ſuch as tho 15 be 

27505 y of, holdin blaſt 475 and atheiſti- 

ehen of pr 8 ng and Swearing, 
5 Subornation of Pe ; of holding or 
N ge Fopim Opinions ;, of committing A Jul. 
tery, ,Ornication, or rupkenneſs ; of common 
haunting. of Taverns or _ Ale-Houſes ; frequent 


| quarrelling « or. ighting ;. frequent $. Day at Cards 


or Dice; profaning, of the 1525 ang al- 

lowing or. counte cing the ſame in , eir Fami- 

wo 575 9 n 5 ow of publickly and 

frequen tly reading or uſing the Common Prayer- 

Book, Or of Teviling the nick Profeſſors of Religiou 

and . of 1 78 8, ak 1 Word or Pfac- 
88 


777 any 5 in- Al Morris-Dances, 


3 ANG OY Stage. Plays lays, $7 UN like licentious 
Pra 1 


ices.; and, fall, of 2 ing, by NEG, 
Preaching x ; otherw 825 ling, their Difat 


| feQtion, to the nile G, ovVernnſent. 


Such filters were to be accounted negligent, 


2a omitted tf e public Exerciſes of Preaching and 


Praying upon, the Lord's Day, or that were: Non- 
reſident upon their Cures; and Schoolmaſters who 
abfented themſelves from their Schools, or wil- 
Fully neglected teaching their Scholars. 

What was to be deem'd 8 norance and 1nſu uf- 


| 2 is not defined in the ee So t 


etermination thereof was left in the Breaſt of any 
ye of the Lay Commiſſioners, taking five Mini- 
A of the ſame County to their Aſſiſtance.“ 
The partial and barbarous Uſe made of this diſ- 


: We Power veſted in theſe Commiſſioners, 


in re to the Epiſcopal Clergy, is am ly ſet 
forth by a profeſs d Writer upon t e 


| a The Opinions which came under this Danceninetite are 2 
cularly recited in an Act paſſed for that Purpoſe, in Auguſt, 1650, 


which we have given an Abſtract of in our Nineteen Volume. 


” Walker s Hiftory of the ſuffering Clerg. y. 


% 
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For the better Maintenance and Encouragtment-Inter-regnum, -| 
of preaching 2 aud for uniting and every, 1654. 
ing of Pariſhes. By this Ordinance truſtees were It 
appointed and authorized to unite - or fever Pa- 9 
riſnes, in ſuch Manner as ſhould beſt contribute to 
the competent Maintenance of a Miniſter and the 
Conveniency of the Pariſhioners : 'Tho'the Tythes 
and other Profits were payable to one Miniſter for 
the Pariſhes ſo united, yet the Churchwardens of 
each were to be elected diſtinctly as before- ſuch 
Union; and to remain ſo as to all Rates, Taxes, - 
Rights, Privileges, &c. but to contribute propor- 
tionably to the Support of that Church which 
ſhould be deem'd fitteſt to ſtand; the other to be 
pull'd down, and the Materials converted to a joint 
Stock for repairing of the Fabrick, and to no other 
Purpoſe. here the Right of Preſentation was 
in different Perſons, each Patron to preſent alter- 
nately; and if the Revenue of one Benefice was 
double to that of the other, the Patron of the more 
valuable Benefice to have two Turns in three. 
Where a large Pariſh was to be divided, the Tru- 
ſtees had a Power to fix what Share of the Reve- 
nues ſhould be appropriated to the Miniſter of each 
new Pariſh ſo created: But their Proceedings were 
to be approved by the Parliament, if ſitting, and, 
in the Intervals thereof, by the Lord Protector 
and his Council.“ 
For enabling ſuch Soldiers as ſerved the Comman- 
wealth in the late Mars, to exerciſe any Trade. 
By this Ordinance the Act 5. Eliz. prohibiting 
Perſons to follow a Trade who had not ſerved ſe- 
ven Years Apprenticeſhip, and all Bye-Laws of 
Corporatiqns were ſuſpended : A Soldier, ſued for | : 
exerciſing any Trade, was, in caſe of a Verdict in 
his Favour, ＋ to double 8 of Suit. * 
For inting Viſitors for both Univerſities, the 
Schools N Waben, Ain bates jy" vu 
Taylors School, London, and Eaton College and School. 
The Preamble recites, That the carrying on and 
perfecting of the Reformation and Regulation of 


the Univerſities is a Work very much conducing 
0 


em. 
> 165 
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ne Glory, of, God * the Public Good; In or- 
Ordinance e and autho- 


ae eee ſting of Lawyers 


| * E Gentlemen, the V Fer ak lors of 


and Cambri th the Maſters and Fellows. & 

vo age df beſt; Means for regu- 
lating, and wel gverning the above-mentioned. 
Universities and Schools, in Matters of Religion, 
Manners, Diſcipline, and Exerciſes ; alig to exa- 


mine what. Statutes were fit to be abrogated, al- 


tered, or _ pe lain ſuch, as were ambigu- 
dus or obſcure etermine Appeals; and, to 

pale Meds for the better Advancement of 
* ning, and good Nurture therein, to 


be e to the Lord * "ny * 


= for their Approbation.“ 


„ b been the 1 in our Ac- 
22 of: theſe Ordinances, becauſe Cremwell; in 
at opening the enſuing Harliament, re- 

—.— ſome of the maſt popular oß them, as Evi; 


Nan . his and his Council's great Care and, 


for the Public Good. ſince. his Fg Fe 


Ä 


„Thus much ſor the Interval JOE the Refie: 


nation of Cromayell's firſt Parliament, and the 


ſembling of his ſecond, "oy Proceedings now 


r 


On the third, of September, being the Day ap- 


We eee pointed for the Parliament to mget, tho e 


the major Part of the Members were preſent in the 


Afternoon, at the Abbey · Church in Meſminſter, 


N Hl Stephen Mar hall preached, before them 
upon Hoſea, xii. 3, 4: About Four o Clock they 
repaired to the Parliament-Houſe, where there ap- 
1 our 2. After a- While a Meſla age . 


rought 
putes this Appointment of the Jep- 
in tious Choice in Cromwell, becauſe char 22065 K 
n at Dunbar i in 1650, and at Worcefter, in — 
. Hyflory of the Civil Wars, p. 257.5 


b Me, Hol 
l 
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ter from Whitehall to the Painted: Chamber, and 
deſired their Preſence: Whereupon. they imme- 
-diately. went thither to his Highneſs; ir ſtand- 
ing bare, upon a Pedeſtal erected for that Purpoſe, 
informed them, that on the Morrow Morning there 
being a Sermon to be preached at the A bey- 
Church, where he intended himſelf to be preſent, 
he thöùught fit to make them acquainted with it; 
and to let them know he had ſome Things to com- 
municate to them in Reference to the great Affairs 
of the Commonwealth, not ſo fit to be delivered 


drought that the Lord Protector was come by Wa- Inter. regnum. 


1654. 
. 


upon that Day, which was not to be taken up in 


Ceremonies: He therefore deſired they would meet 
him again the next Morning in the ſame Place. 
This done, the Members went back to the Houſe, 
and adjourned to that Time. Accordingly, 


Sept. 4. The Lord Protector eame in State from 
"Whitehall, to the Abbey-Church in Jeftminſter - 
Some Hundreds of Gentlemen and Officers went 
before him bare, with the Life-Guards ; next 
defore the Coach his Pages and Lackies richly 


cloathed; on the Right of it went Mr. Walter 


"Strickland, one of his Council, and Captain of his 
Guard, with the Maſter of Ceremonies, both on 
Foot; on the other Side, Capt. Howard of the 

Life-Guards. In the Coach wick him was his Son 
Henry and Gen: Lambert, who both ſat bare. After 

him came Cleypole, Maſter of the Horſe, with a Led- 
Horſe richly-trapp'd ; next came the Commiſſioners 
of the Great Seal, and of the Treaſury ; divers of 
the Council in Coaches, and the ordinary. Guards. 
_ "Alighting at-the-Abbey- Door, the Officers of 
the Army and the Gentlemen went firſt; next them 
four Maces; then the Commiſſioners of the Seal, 

” Whitloete carrying the Purſe, and General Lam- 
"birt the Sword, both bare; the reſt followed. His 
Highneſs was ſeated over · againſt the Pulpit, and 
the Members of Parliament on both Sides of him. 
After the detmon, preached by Mr. Thema: 
Gocdioyn, his HIghneſs return'd in the fame Equi- 
At we Page, 

BY 
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later. regnum. page, to the Painted- Chamber; where being ſeated 

4654. in a Chair of State, advanc'd up ſeveral Steps, 

9 and the Members upon Benches round about, all 

bare, he put off his Hat, and made the following 

ſubtle Speech to them, as Mr. Mhitlocle very juſtly 
„ 


ow 1 { - Gentlemen, #<6 eo þ 71 «3+ 3 LORE $43 
His Speech to OV are met here on the greateſt Occaſion 
them T N - N ; F . 
2 er that, I believe, England ever ſaw, having 


upon your Shoulders the Intereſt of three great 
Nations, with the Territories belonging to them. 
And truly, I believe I may ſay it without any Hy- 
perbole, you have upon your Shoulders the Inter- 
eſt of all the Chriſtian People in the World; and 
the Expectation is, that I ſhould let you know, as 
far as I have Cognizance of it, / the. Occaſion of 
your aſſembling together at this Time. 
IItt hath been very well hinted to you this Day, 
that you come hither to ſettle the Intereſts before- 
mentioned; for it will be made of fo large Ex- 
tention in the Iſſue and Conſequence of it. 
In the Way and Manner of my ſpeaking to 
you I ſhall ſtudy Plainneſs, and to ſpeak to you 
what is Truth, and what is upon my Heart, and 
what will in ſome Meaſure reach to theſe Concern- 
ments. . KG 12300 5 | ws 
_ © Aﬀer ſo many Changes and Turnings which 
this Nation hath laboured under, to have ſuch a 
Day of Hope as this is, and ſuch a Door of Hope 
opened by God to us, truly, I believe ſome Months 
ſince, would have been above all our Thoughts. 
I., confeſs it would have been worthy of ſuch a 
Meeting as this is, to have remembered that which 
was the Riſe, and gave the firſt Beginning to all 
thoſe Turnings and Toſſings that have been upon 
_ theſe Nations: And to have given you a Series of 
the Tranſactions (not of Men, but) of the Pro- 
vidence of God, all along unto our late Changes; 
Ine, J e Born ER. NESS 2s 
p From the origittal Edition, printed ſor G. Sawbridge, 2 the 
Bible on Ludgate· Hill, 654. In the Title Page it is ſaid to have 


been taken by one who ſtood very near, and publiſhed to prevent 
. Miſtakes. * 5 0 


— 
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28 alſo. the Ground of our firſt Undertaking to op- Inter-regrum, 


poſe that Uſurpation'and Tyranny that was upon 
us, both in Civils and Spirituals, and the ſeveral 
Grounds particularly applicable te the ſeveral 


Changes that have been 


ED 


But T have two or three Reaſons which divert 


me from ſuch a Way of proceeding at this Time. 
If Tſhould have gone in that Way, chat which is 
upon my Heart to have ſaid (which is written there, 
that if I would blot it out I could not) would have 


10 54 
E : 


ſpent this Day; the Providences and Diſpenſations 


of God have been ſo ſtupendous. As David faid 
in the like Caſe, Pſalm xl. 5. Many, O Lord my 
Cad, are thy wonderful Works which thou haßt 
ane; and thy Thoughts which are to us ward, they 
cannot be reckoned up in Order unto thee + If I would 
declare and: ſpeak of them, they are more than can 
be numbered. © FUE RIGS 
Truly, another Reaſon, new to me, you had 
To- day in the Sermon. Much Recapitulation of 
Providence; much Alluſion to a State and Diſpen- 
ſation, in reſpect of Diſcipline and Correction; 
of Mercies and Deltverances; the only Parallel of 
God's dealing with us that I know in the World, 
which was largely and "wiſely held forth to you this 
Day, © IſraePs- bringing out of Egypt through a 
Wilderneſs, by many Signs and Wonders, towards 
a Place of Reſt ; I fay towards it. And that ha- 


ving been ſo well remonſtrated to you this Day, is 


another Argument why I ſhall not troable you with 
a Recapitulation of thoſe Things; though they are 
Things that I hope will never be ES be- 
cauſe written in better Books than thoſe o 

— perſuaded written in the Heart of every good 


an. enn e311 
The third Reaſon was this, that which I judge 
to be the End of your Meeting; the great End; 
which was like wile remembered to you this Day, 
to wit, healing and ſettling. And the remember- 
ing Tranſactions too particularly, perhaps, inſtead 
of healing, (at leaſt in the Hearts of many of you) 
may ſet the Wound freſh a- bleeding 1 
A* ; N. 


Paper; 


. 
* 
— 
. 
- 


1654. 


0 


F 
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© Lmuſt profeſs this to- u. > whatever; Thoughts 
paſs upon me, that-if this Day: (that is, thig\lect- 
ing). prove not healing, what: ſhall werde? But, 
as I ſaid. heſore, ſeeing, Etruſt, it is in the Minds 
of you all, and much more. in the Mind of God, 
which muſt. cauſe healing: It muſt be firſt in his 
Mind, and he. being pleaſed / to put it into yours, 
it will / be a Day. indeed; and ſuch a Day as Ge- 
nerations· (o como will bleſs you for. I ſay ſor this, 
andthe other Reaſons, I have; forborne to make a 
f Nemembrance and Enumeration of 


_ particular | 
Things, and of the, Manner of the Lord's bringing 


our Faffions-were more than our 


W bo knew where, or how, to have Right wit - 
out. ſores, QbſiruRion or 0ther.[interyening ? 
F Ano we. ere alawf, grown, arbitrary in every 


us through ſo many Changes and Turnings as 
have paſſed upon us. * 
« Howbeit, I chin it ill be more than neceſſary 


to let you know, at leaſt well as I may, in what 
Condition chis, nay theſe Nations were, when this 
Gavernment was undertaken. | 


For Quder's Sake: Tis very matural for us to 


| conſider what. aur Condition Was in Civils; in 


. What was our Condition? Every 


Man's. Hand almoſt rwas;agaipiſt- his, Brother; at 


ſhould cement, and might have: a _ in it 


to ſcauſe us ta gro into ane. All the; D a- 


tions of Sod,, his terrible ones (he baving met us 
ia. che Way of his) Judgment 8 
War, a very ſharp ane); his merciful 

tons, (chey did, not, they did not York upen us: 
But, we had ous Humours and. Intereſts: Ando in- 


deed. I: fear aur Humours- were more than our In- 
tereſts: And certainly, as it fell out in ſuch Caſes, 


n.nebi ? | 


Was 
? >In- 


4. . F& Ry 
"4 © What was the F | on our Aﬀairs 
a to the. Inteteſt of the Nation to. the Aurbority 


of the Nation; to the Magiſtracy ; to che Ranks 


and Orders of Men, whereby Hagiand hath been 
TR  *known 


”% 4 
X . . — 


/ 


* 


W ENGLAND. 3ar 
wn for hundreds of Vears? A Nobleman, a 
Gentleman, a Yeoman; that is a good Intereſt of 
the Nation, and a great one. The Magiſtracy of 
the Nation, was it not almoſt trampled under Foot, 
under Deſpite and Contempt, by Men of Level- 
ling Principles ? | 

el beſeech you, for the Orders of Men and 
Ranks of Men, did not that Levelling Principle 
tend to the reducing all to an Equality? Did it 
think to do ſo? Or did it practiſe towards it for 
Property and Intereſt ? What was the Deſign, but 


Lofdiw-regnum. 
1654. 
— — 
September. 


to make the Tenant as liberal a Fortune as the 


Landlord ? which, I think, if obtained, would 
not have laſted long. The Men of that Principle, 
after they had ſerved their own Turns, would 
have cried up Intereſt and Property then faſt enough. 
This Inſtance is inſtead of many, and that it 
may appear that this Thing did extend far, is ma- 
nifeſt; becauſe it was a pleaſing Voice to all poor 
Men, and truly not unwelcome to all bad Men. 
To my Thinking it is a Conſideration that, in your 
Endeavours after Settlement, you will be ſo well 
minded of, that I might well have ſpared this; 
but let that paſs. | | 
Indeed in Spiritual Things, the Caſe was more 
fad and deplorable ; and that-was told to you this 
Day eminently. The prodigious Blaſphemies, 
Contempt of God and Chrif, denying of him, 
Contempt of him and his Ordinances, and of the 


Scriptures : A Spirit viſibly acting thoſe Things 


foretold by Peter and Fude; yea, thoſe Togo 
ſpoken of by Paul to Timothy; who, when he wo 

remember ſome Things to be worſe than the An- 
tichriſtian State, of which he had ſpoken in the 
firſt to Timothy, iv. 1, 2. tells them what ſhould 
de the Lot and Portion of the laſt Times; and 
lays; ſecond to Timothy iii. 2, 3, 4. In the laſt Days 


perilous Times ſhould come, for Men ſhould be IL 


vers of their ownſelves, Covetous, Boaſters, Proud, 
Blaſphemers, diſobedient to Parents, Unthankful, 


ke. And when he remembers that of the Anti- 


Vor. XX. X chriſtian 


5 
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Inter-regnum chriſtian State, he tells them, firſt to Timothy iv. 
1654. 15 2. That, in the latter Days, that State ſnall come 
; 9 6 Dude, in, wherein there ſhall be-a departing from the 
_. 3 Faith und a giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, and 
1 Doctrines of Devils, | ſpeaking Lies in "Hypocriſy, 
_ &c. By which Deſcription he makes the State of 
. the laſt Times worſe than that under Antichriſt. 
And furely it may well be feared theſe are out 
. Times; for when Men forget all Rules of Law 
a and Nature, and break all the Bonds that fallen 
Man hath upon him, the Remainder of the Image 
=_— | of God in his Nature, which he cannot blot out, 
—_ and yet ſhall endeavour to blot out, huving a Form 
| _ E odlineſs, without the Power; theſe are fad 
—_ okens of the laſt Times. | 
| © And indeed the Character wherewith this Spirit 
. and Principle is deſcribed in that Place, is ſo 2 
dle and viſible, that he that runs may read it to be 
amongſt us; for by ſuch the Grace of God is turned 
8 into . and Chrift-and the Spirit of God 
23 made the Cloak of all Villainy and ſpurious Ap- 
piehenſions. And although thefe Things will not 


— 


r be owned publickly, as to Practice, (they being 

ſo abominable and odious) yet how this Principle 
| s extends itſelf, and whence it had its Riſe,” makes 

me to think of a ſecond Sort of Men; who, tis 


true, as I ſaid, will not practiſe nor own theſe 
Things, yet can tell the Magiſtrate that he hath 
nothing to do with Men thus holding; for theſe 
are Matters of Conſcience and Opinion: They 
are Matters of Religion; what hath the Magiſtrate 
3 to do with theſe Things? He is to look to the out- 
- ward Man, but not to meddle with the inward. ' 
FE And ttuly it ſo happens, that though theſe Things 
do break out viſibly to all, yet the Principle where - 
4 with theſe Things are carried on, ſo forbids- the 
Magiſtrate to meddle with them, as it hath hi- 
therto kept the Offenders from Puniſhment. | 
Such Conſiderations and Pretenſions of Liber- 
ty, Liberty of Conſcience, and Liberty of Subjects, 
two as glorious Things to be contended for, as 
W.. 6 | 4 e 1 any 
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5 God hath given us; yet both theſe alſo abuſed 


* 


* 


for the patronizing” of Villanies, in ſo much as 


that it hath been an ordinary Fhing to ſay, and 
in Diſpute to affirm, That it was not in the Ma- 
giſtrate s Power; he had nothing to do with it; not 
ſo much as the printing a Bible in the Nation for 
the Uſe of the People, leſt it be impoſed upon the 
Conſciences of Men; for they muſt receive the 
ſame traditionally -and implicitly from the Power 
of the Magiſtrate, if thus received. 
The aforementioned Abominations did th 
ſwell to this Height amongſt us. 
The Axe was laid to the Root of the Miniſtry. 


It was Antichriſtian; it was Babyloniſh : It ſuffered 


under ſuch a Judgment, that Truth: of it 1s, 
as the Extremity was great on that, I wiſh it prove 
not ſo on this Hand. The Extremity was, That 
no Man having a good Teſtimony, having received 
Gifts from Chri/t, might preach, if not ordained. 
So now, many on the other Hand affirm, That 
he who. is ordained. hath a Nullity, or Antichriſti- 
aniſm, ſtamped upon his Calling, ſo that he ought 
not to-preach, or not be heard. | | 
© I wiſh-it may not too juſtly be ſaid, That 
there was Severity and Sharpneſs; yea, too much 
of an impoſing Spirit in Matters of Conſcience a 


= 


Spirit unchriſtian enough in any Times, moſt un- 


fit for theſe ; denying Liberty to thoſe who have 
earned it with their Blood ; who have gained Civil 


Liberty and Religious alſo for thoſe who would 


thus impoſe upori them. 


We may reckon a our Spiritual 


Evils, an Evil that hath more Refinedneſs in it, and 
more Colour for it, and hath deceived more People 
of Integrity than the reſt have done; for few have 
been catched with the former Miſtakes, but ſuch 
as have apoſtatized from their holy Profeſſion; ſuch 
as, being corrupt in their Conſciences, have been 
forſaken by God, and left to ſuch noiſome Opi- 
nions: But, I ſay, there are others more refined ; 
many honeſt People, whoſe Hearts are ſincere, 
| | jp 


* many 


Inter- regaum. 
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1 many of chem belongin to God; —— 
- 1654- miſtaken Notion of the ilch Mon: 


2 pretending more PEAHA's 1 than an any T 5 4 
13 de 122 I hope, we all honour, wait, and hope 
wg for, that Jeſus Chriſt will have a Time to ſet up 

his Reign in our Hearts, by ſubduing thoſe Cor- 
ruptions, and Luſts, and Exils that are there, 
8 which reign now more in the World than, I hope, 
=. * in due Time, they ſhall do; and when more Ful- 

| - neſs of the pirit is owe forth to ſubdue Iniquity, 

—_—-. and bring in everlaſti zhteouſneſs, then will 
* | hc Glory 


But for Men 46 entitle — 5 wy upon this 
Principle, that they are the only Men to rule King- 
Sy | doms, govern Nations, and 15 Laws to People; 
—_ to determine of Property rty, and every 
— — , upon ſuch a — as this is; truly, 
give clear Manifeſtations of God's 
| 1 — with — before wiſe Men will receive 
{ i For * * to their Concluſions. Beſides, — 4 
9 1 h many of theſe Men have good Meanings, 
| | 4+ 2 in my Soul they have, yet it will be the 
r Fe alen Aae. cared — 5 
* to do as Fade faith: When he had reckoned up 
F 2 done upon Pretences, and 
by ſome upon Miſtakes, Of ſame, ſays he, 
— 4 rn making a Difference ; others ſave 
= Fear, Seu them out of the Fire. Iſear they 
will Opportunity too often for this Exerciſe, 
. hrs hope the ſame i be for their Good. | 
—_ row If Men do but pretend for Juſtice and Righte- 
SES . and be of peaceable Spirits, and will ma- 
* ; nifeſt this, let them be the Subjects of the Magi- 
ſtrate s Encouragement. And if the Magiſtrate, ' 
by puniſhing viſible Miſcarriages, fave them by 
that (God having ordained him for that 
End) I hope it will evidence Love, and no Hatred, 
to puniſh where there is Cauſe. 
* Indeed this is that which doth \ molt declare the 


N 


* 


* of * 
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Danger of that Spirit; for if theſe were but No- Inter. regaum. 


tions, I mean the Inſtances that I have given you 


both of Civil Conſiderations and Spiritual; if, I lay, 


they were but Notions, they were to be let alone. 
Notions: will hurt none but them that have them: 
But when they come to ſuch Practices, as to tell 
us, That Liberty and Property are not the Badges 


of the Kinga of Chr:f#; and tell us, Tbat, 


inſtead of regulating Laws, Laws are to be abro- 

d, indeed ſubverted; and perhaps would bring 
in the Judaica Law inſtead of our known Laws 
ſettled amongſt us: This is worthy of every Ma- 
. Confideratian ; eſpecially where every 


tone is turned to bring:Contuſion. I think, I ſay, 


this will be worthy of the Magiſtrate's Conſidera- 
tion. 
+ Whilſt theſe; Things were in the Midſt of us, 
and the Nation rent and torn, in Spirit and Prin- 
eiple, from one End to another, after this Sort and 
Manner I have now told you; Family againſt Fa- 
mily; Huſband againſt Wife; Parents againſt 
Children ; and nothing in the Hearts and Minds 


of Men but Overturn, Overturn, Overturn, (a 


Scripture Phraſe very much abuſed, and applied to 
Juſtify unpeaceable Practices by all Men of diſcon- 
tented Spirits) the common Adverſary in the mean 
Time ſleeps not; and our Adverſaries, in Civil 
and Spiritual ReſpeCts, did take Advantages at theſe 


Diviſions and Diſtractions, and did practiſe accord - 


ingly in the three Nations of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. 


© We know very well that Emiſſaries of the | 


* never came in thoſe Swarms as they have 


ticular I 


e ſince theſe Things were ſet on Foot. And 
I tell you, that divers Gentlemen here can bear 


Witneſs with me, how that they have had a Con- 


ſiſtory abroad, that rules all the Affairs ot Things 
in England, from an Archbiſhop down to the other 
Dependents upon him. And they had fixed in 
England 12 — we ate able to produce the p 

f * of the Limits of th 
| 3 . 
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* Cathedrals) an Epiſcopal Power, with, Archdea- 
. cons; &c. And had Perſons authorized to exer- + 


Boa: Sten ciſe ani diſtribute thoſe Things, wha-pervert and 
ddaeeceive the People. And all this, while we were 
© Ka | 2 this ſad and, as I ſaid, deplorable Condition. 


In the mean Time, all Endeayou poſſible 
LR F were uſed to hinder the Work in Ireland, and the 
4 Progreſs of the Work of God in Seotlant, by con- 
| tinual Intelligences and Correſpondences, both at 
home and abroad ; from hence into Ireland, and 
from hence into Scotland, Perſons ere ſtirred up 
ind encouraged, from theſe Diviſions and Diſcom- 
oſure of Affairs, to do all they could to encourage 
oa foment the War in both theſe Places. 
To add yet to our Miſery : Whilſt we were 
in this Condition we were in War, deeply en- 
d in a War with the Portugueze; whereby our 
"508 rade ceaſed,” and the evil Confequences by that 
: War were manifeſt and very confiderablegy. © 
EL And not only this, but we had a War with 
Holland; conſuming our Treaſure, occaſioning a 
vaſt Burden upon the People; a War that coſt 
this Nation full as much as the Taxes came unto; 
the Navy being 160 Ships, which coſt this Nation 
above 100, 00“. a Month, beſides the Contingen- 
ces, which would make it 120, ooo. a Month. 
That very one War did engage us to ſo great a 
Charge. F | = 4 
At the fame Time alſo we were in a War with 
| France. The Advantages that were taken at the 
. Diſcontents and Dieiſions amo ourſelves, did 
| Alo foment that War; and at leaſt hinder us of an 
. honourable Peace; every Man being confident we 
| could not hold out long. And ſurely they did not 
calculate amiſs, if the Lord had not been exceed- 
+ ing gracious to us. I fay, at the ſame Time, we 
had a War with France. And'beſides the Suffer- 
ings, in reſpe& of the Trade of the Nation, tis 
moſt evident, that the Purſe of the Nation had not 
flibly been able longer to bear it, by reaſon of 


the Advantages taken by other States to improve 
Weir 


T 


ww 


oO EN GLAMND. 327 
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their own and ſpoil our Manufacture of Cloth, and Inter-regnum. 


hinder the Vent thereof; which is the great Staple 


Commodity of this Nation. 

This was our Condition: Spoil'd in our Trade, 
and we at this vaſt Expence; thus diſſettled at home, 
and having theſe Engagements abroad. $6 

* Theſe, Things being thus, (as, I am perſuaded, 
it is not hard to convince every Perſon here they 


| , were thus) what a Heap of Confuſions were upon 


- theſe poor Nations? And either T hings muſt have 
been left to have ſunk into the Miſeries theſe Pre- 
It — would ſuppoſe, or a Remedy muſt be ap- 
ied. | 
g A Remedy hath been applied: That hath been 
this Government: A Thing that I ſhall ſay little 
unto. The Thing is open and viſible to be ſeen 
and read by al! Men; and therefore let it ſpeak for 
ROT. oo | 
Only let me ſay this, becauſe I can ſpeak it 
with Comfort and Confidence before a Greater than 
ou all, that is, before the Lord, That, in the 
ntention of it, as to the approving our Hearts to 
God, let Men judge as they pleaſe, it is calcu- 


' lated for the Intereſt of the People; for the Intereſt 


of the People alone, and for their Good, without 
Reſpect had to any other Intereſt. And if that 
be not true, I ſhall be bold to ſay again, let it ſpeak 
for itſelf. 4 | 
Truly I may (I hope humbly before God, and 
modeſt before you) ſay ſomewhat on the Behalf 
'of the Government : That is, (not to diſcourſe of 


the particular Heads of it) to acquaint you a little 


with the Effects of it; and that not for Oſtenta- 
tion's Sake, but to the end that I may deal at this 
Time faithfully with you, by acquainting you with 


the State of Things, and what Proceedings hate 


been upon this Government, that ſo you may know 
the State of our Aﬀairs. This is the main End of 


my putting you to this Trouble. 


It hath had ſome Things in Deſire, and it hath 


done ſome Things actually. It hath deſired 8 re- 
"$36 | . * 1 N N orm 
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Inter- regnum. form the Laws: I fay, to reform them; and, for 
6% that End, it hath called together Perſons (without 
2% Reflection) of as great Ability, and as great Inte- 
5 ity, as are in theſe Nations, to conſider how the 
| aws might be made plain and ſhort, and leſs 
Wo chargeable to the People; how to leſſen Expence 
D for he Good of the Nation; and thoſe Things 
8 are in Preparation, and Bills prepared, which in 
due Time, I make no Queſtion, will be tendered 
to you. There hath been Care taken to put the 
Adminiſtration of the Laws into the Hands of juſt 

-_ ; Men of the moſt known Integrity and Abi- 

n ITY, y | 4 

re Chancery bath been reform'd, and, J hope, 
to the juſt Satisfaction of all good Men; and for the 
Things depending there, which made the Burden 
and Work of the Honourable Perſons intruſted in 

| thoſe Services beyond their Ability, it hath referr'd 
niany of them to thoſe Places where Engliſhmen 
love to have their Rights tried, the Courts of Law 
at Weſtminſter. CIGAR Fel” 1 
It hath endeavoured to put a Stop to that heady 
Way (touched of likewiſe this Day) of every Man 
making himfelf a Minifter and a Preacher. It 
hath endeavoured to ſettle a Way for the Appro- 
| bation of Men of Piety and Ability for the Diſ- 

charge of that Work: And, I think I may fay, it 
hath committed that Work to the Truſt of Per- 
ſons, both of the Preſbyterian and Independent 
1 Men of as known Ability, Piety, and 

ntegrity as, I believe, any this Nation hath. And 
I believe alfo, that in that Care they have taken, 
they have laboured to approve themſelves to Chrift, 

= the Nation, and their own Conſciences. And in- 

a deed I think if there be any Thing of Quarrel 
againſt them, it is, (tho' I am not here to juſtify 
the Proceedings of any) I fay it is, that they go 
upon ſuch a CharaQter as the Scripture warrants, 
to put Men into that great Employment, and to 
approve Men for it, who are Men that have re- 

erred Gifts from him that aſcended up on high, and 


gave 


x 


8 
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ave Gifts for the Work of the Miniſlry, and for, , Inter-regnum. 1 
1 2 the Body 7 Chriſt. mY | TR; 1654. 4 
It hath taken Care, we hope, for the Expulſion nn 
of all thoſe who may be Judged any way unfit for Septemhet. 
this Work; who are ſcandalous, and the common 
Scorn and Contempt of that Adminiſtration. _, 
One Thing more this Government hath done: 
It hath been inftrumental to call a Free Parlia- 65 
ment; which, bleſſed be God, we ſee here this 9 
Day: I fay, a Free Parliament. And that it may 
continue ſo, I hope is in the Heart and Spirit of 
every Man in England; ſave ſuch diſcon- 
tented Perſons as I have formerly mentioned. It 
is that which, as I have deſired above my Liſe, I 


if 


ſhall deſire to keep it ſo above my Life. * 1 
© I did before mention to you the Plunges we 
were in, in reſpect of Foreign States, by the War ? 
with Portugal, France, the Dutch, the Danes, and 9 
the little Aſſurance we had from any of our Neigh- ot; 
bours round about. I perhaps forgot it, but in- _—__ 


deed 1t was a Caution upon my Mind, and I defire 
that it might be fo underſtood, that if any Good 
hath been done, it was the Lord, not we his poor 
Inftruments. | 

©] did inftance in the Wars which did exhauſt 
your Treaſure, and put you into ſuch a Condition 
that you muſt have ſunk therein, if it had conti- _ 
nued but à few Months longer: This I dare af- F 
firm, if ſtrong Probability can give me a Ground. 

© You have now, though it be not the firſt in 
Time, Peace with Sweedland; an Honourable 
Peace, through the Endeavours of an Honourable x 
Perſon here preſent f, as the Inſtrument: I ſay, you * * 
have an Honourable Peace with a Kingdom that, 
not many Years fince, was much a Friend to 
France, and lately, perhaps, inclinable enough to 
the Spaniard. And I believe you expect not very 
much Good from any of your Catholic Neigh- 
bours; nor yet that they would be very willing 
you ſhould have a good 6 | 


f Mr. Whitlock, 
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— Hondurable Peace. | 


that lay contiguous to that Part of this Iſland which 
hath given us the moſt; Trouble. And certainly, 
if your Enemies abroad be able to annoy you, it is 
likezy they will take their Advantage, where it beſt 


5 Peace there, and an Honourable one; Satisfaction 
for your Merchants Ships, not only to their Con- 
tent, but to their Rejoicing. I believe you will 

* eaſily kno t & ſ o. * 
«You haye the Saund open; which was obſtruct- 
ed. That which was, and is, the Strength of this 
Nation, the Shipping, will now be ſupplied thence. 


Manner of Commerce, and at as much Freedom 
as the Dutch themſelves, there, and at the ſame 
Rates and Tolls; and, I think I may ſay, by that 
Peace, they cannot raiſe the ſame upon you. 
Fou have a Peace with the Dutch. A Peace 


unto which I ſhall ſay little, becauſe ſo well known 


_ in the Benefit and Conſequences of it; and I think 
EE * it was as deſirable and as acceptable to the Spirit of 
this Nation, as any ene Thing that lay before us. 
And, as. I believe, nothing ſo much gratified our 
Enemies as to ſee us at Odds; fo, I perſuade my- 
ſelf, nothing is of more Terror nor Trouble to 
them, than to ſee us thus reconciled. 


and of Aſſuragee to the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad; 
=: 5 | without Which no Aſſiſtance can be given there- 

1 uunto. I inn it may be written upon our Hearts to 
1 be zealous for that Intereſt; for if ever it were like 
KW do come under a Condition of ſuffering, it is now. 
e ts all the Emperor's patrimonial Territories, the 


Endeavour is to drive them out as faſt as they can, 


- and they are neceſſitated to rande Proteſtant States 


* 
* 

7 . 
* 


| Later-regnura; Proteſtant Friends. Vet, Thanks be to God, that 
1654. Peace is concluded, and, as I. ſaid before, it is an 


+, Rem". on hase a Peace With the Danes A State 


lies, to give you Trouble there. But you have a 


And whegeas' you were glad to have any Thing of - 
that King at the ſecond. Hand, c. you have all 


15% * As à Peace with the Proteſtant, States hath | 
 *#F © muchi$ecurity-in-it, fo it hath as much of Honour 


en eta PM ow. + on. 1 
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to ſeek their Bread; and by this Conjunction of tawtwregnuns,” 7 
Intereſts, I hope, you will be in a moro ſit Capacity 164. _ 
to help them: And it begets ſome Reviv ing of their — ö F 
| Spirits that you will help them as Opportunity ſhall en. 
ſerve. | | Ae N 
© You have a Peace likewiſe with the Crown of 
Portugal; which Peate, though it hung long in 
Hand, yet is lately concluded. It is a Peace that 
your Merchants make us believe is of good Con- 


cernment to their Trade; their Aſſuranee being 
greater, and fo their Profit in Trade thither, than 1 


to other Places. And this hath been obtained in # 
that Treaty, (which never was'fince the Inquiſt- 
tion was ſet up there) that our People which trade = 
thither have Liberty of Conſcience. * ; by 
© © Indeed Peace is, as you were well told To-day, 1 
deſireable with all Men, as far as it may be had 2 
with Conſcience and Honour. * | i 
We are upon a Treaty with France. And we 4 3 
may ſay this, that, if God give us Honour in the * 


Eyes of the Nations about us, we have Reaſon'to 
bleſs him for it, and ſo to on it. And I dare ſay 
that there is not a Nation in Europe, but they are 
very willing to aſk a good Underſtanding with 
ou. 3 | ECTS 
Fe I am ſorry Tam thus tedious; but I did judge Y 
that it was ſomewhat neceſſary to acquaint you with g 
theſe Things. And Things being thus, I hope 

you will be willing to hear a little again of the ſharp 

as well as the ſweet: And I ſhould not be faithful 

to you,-nor to the Intereſt of theſe Nations which 

you and I ſerve, if I ſhould not let you know all. * 

As I faid before, when this Government was 

undertaken, we were in the Midſt of theſe Divi- * 

ſions, and Animoſities, and ScatteringsWAlſo thus g 
engaged with theſe Enemies round about” us, at 
ſuch a vaſt Charge, 120, ooo. a Month for tjge 
very Fleet; which was the very utmoſt Penny of 
your Aſſeſſments: Aye, and then all your Treg® 
ſure was exhauſted and ſpent when this Govern- 
ment was undertaken ; all accidental ha =— 
A * | ring- 
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wo Inter-regnum, bringing in Treaſure, to a very inconſiderable 
16% Sum, conſumed : That is to ſay, the Lands were 
A—— fold; che Treaſures ſpent; Rents, Fee-Farms, 
ry —— King's, Queen's, Princes, Biſhops, Dean and Chap- 
- ters, Delinquents Lands, fold. . Theſe were ſpent 

. when this Government was undertaken. - - 
* Il think it is my Duty to let you know ſo much: 
f And that's the Reaſon why the Taxes do yet lie ſo 
heavy upon the People ; of which we have abated 
| ooo. a Month for the next three Months. 
4 ruly I thought it my Duty to let you know, that 
. h God hath dealt thus with you, yet theſe are 
but Entrances and Doors of Hope; wherein, 
through the Bleſſing of God, you may enter into 

Reſt and Peace; but you are not yet entered. 
Tou were told To-day of a People brought out 
of Epypiitowards the Land of Canaan; but thro' 
Unbelief, Murmuring, Repining, and other 
Temptations and Sins, wherewith God was pro- 
voked, they were fain to come back again, and 
at linger many Vears in the Wilderneſs before they 
came to the Place of Reſt. N 
We are thus far through the Mercy of God. 
We have Cauſe to take Notice of it that we are 
not brought into Miſery ; but, as I ſaid before, a 
Door of Hope open. And I may ſay this to you, 
if the Lord's Bleſſing and his Preſence go along 
with the Management of Affairs at this Meeting 
will be enabled to put the Top-Stone to this 
Work, and make the Nation happy. But this 
muſt: be by knowing the true State of Affairs; 
| 0 are yet, like the People under Circumciſion, 
but raw; your Peaces are but newly made; and it 
is a Maxim not to be deſpiſed, though Peace be 
made, yet it is Intereſt that keeps Peace. And 
hope you will truſt it no further than you ſee Inte- 
reſt upon it: And therefore I wiſh that you may 
VP k forward, and not backward; and that you may 

* 


1 have the Bleſſing of God upon your Endeavours. 
is one of the great Ends of calling this Parlia- 
ment, that this Ship of the Commonwealth * 


* * 
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de brought into a ſafe Harbour; which, I aſſure Iater-regnum. 

you, it will not well be, without your Counſel and 2654 


Advice. a | 


ou have great Works upon your Hands. ENCES 


You have {reland to look unto; there is not much 
done towards the Planting of it, though ſome 
Things leading and preparing for it are. It is a 

eat Buſineſs to ſettle the Government of that 
Nation upon fit Terms, ſuch as will bear that 
Work through. n 

© You have had likewiſe laid before you the 
Conũderations intimating your Peace with ſome 
foreign States; but yet you have not made Peace 
with all. And if they ſhould ſee we do not manage 
our Affairs with that Wiſdom which becomes us, 
truly we may fink under Diſadvantages for all that 
is done. And our Enemies will have their Eyes 
open and be revived, if they ſee Animoſities 
amongſt us; which indeed will be their great Ad- 


vantage. 


Ido therefore perſuade you to a ſweet, gra- 


cious, and holy Underſtanding of one another, and 
of your Buſineſs, concerning which you had fo 


good Counſel this Day; that indeed, as it rejoiced 


my Heart to hear it, ſo 1 hope the Lord will im- 
print it upon your-Spirits ; wherein you ſhall have 
my Prayers. Having ſaid this, and perhaps omit- 
ted many other material Things thro the Frailty of 
my Memory, I ſhall exerciſe Plainneſs and Freeneſs 
with you, in telling you, that I have not ſpoken 
theſe Things as one that aſſumes to himſelf Domi- 
nion over you; but as one that doth reſolve to-be 
a Fellow- with you, to the Intereſt of theſe 
preat Affairs, and of the People of theſe Nations. 

ſhall therefore trouble you no longer, but defire 
you to repair to your Houſe, and to exergiſe your 
own Liberty in the Choice of a Speaker, that ſo 
you may loſe no Time in carrying on your 


Work.“ "LI "5 


The Members. being return'd to the Houſe, 
unanimouſly elected for their Speaker Jillian 
ö | | Lenthall, 


OP, 


* . n » * 
9 
4 * 3 
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later · regnum. Lent hall, Eſq; Maſter of the Rolls. It is obſervable 


+ 165446 that altho* Crumtiall had already exetciſed many 


— Perſonal Acts of Royalty ſince his Advancement to 
September” the Protectorate, yet the antient Ceremony of pre- 
4 ſenting the Speaker to the King, for his Approba- 

tion, was omitted to his Highneſs ; ſo that this Of- 
ficer ſtood ſolely upon the Rlection of the Houle. 


; 15 parliament The firſt Reſolution of this Parliament, after the 


elect theirSpeak- Choice of Mr. Lenthall for their Speaker, Mr. 
en  _ Scobell; for their Clerk, and Mr. Birthead for their 
Serjeant at Arms, (all of whom had fill'd thole 

- _ Stations in the Long Parliament) was to appoint a 

8 Day of public Faſting and Humiliation, to be ob- 
They appoint a ſerved by that Houſe and the whole Nation. The 


. 13th Inſtant was fix d on for the Parliament, with 


the Cities of London and MWeſtminſler; the 4th of 
2 enſuing for all England, Wales, and Scot- 
and; and the 1ſt of November for Ireland, to im- 
plore the Divine Blefling on their Proceedings. 


Sept. 5. There was a Call of the Hecuſe, and 


And order a Call another appointed to be on that Day three Weeks. 
20008 ere They then proceeded go appoint a large Committee 


for Privileges, of which Sir Arthur Haſelrigge was 
Chairman; and ordered, That no Petition againſt 
any Election of ſuch Members as were already te- 
turned for England, Scotland, or Ireland, ſhould 
be received after three Weeks from that Day; and 
that ſuch Members, who were elected for two or 
more Places. ſhould declare for which they would 
ſerve. A Motion being made, That the Houſe 
ſhould take the Matter of the Government into 

ö Conſideration the e ng, it was agreed — 
3 - © Accordi the Houſe began with it that Day; 
e r and; aſter ” Debate, a Motion was made by 
Speech in Par- Sir Arthur Haſelrigge, That no Act or Ordinance, 
lament. . declaring what Offences are Treaſon, ſhould ex- 
| tend to prejudice the Freedom of Speech in. Par- 
.  Jiament: But the Houſe dividing upon the previous 
"Queſtion, it paſſed in the Negative by 187. againlt 
*1 30. Col. Fiennes and Mr. Lawrence, Protiden 
of the Lord Protector's Council, being Tellers " 
1 © the 


3 
* 
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the former; Sir Artbur Haſelrigge and Mr. Scott Inter- regnum. 5 
for the latter. Then the Lord Protector's Speech 1654. 
being taken into Confideration, and Mention made S . 
of the State of foreign Affairs, the Lord COmmi - 
ſioner Mhitlocte took Occaſion to make the fol- 
lowing Relation, to the Houſe, of his Negotiations 
at the Oourt of Sweden. 
a | i? 0! 


Mr. Speaker, | e | 4 
I Held it my Duty, though the preſent Occa- Mr. I birbe les 
- | fion had not been offered, to give a clear Ac- Report to the 
count to this Honourable Houſe of that Negotia- . 
tion wherein I had the Honour to ſerve; the Coms 3 
monwealth lately in Swedeland ; with the general 
Tranſactions and Iſſue thereof, and the great Re- 
ſpects teſtified. to this Commonwealth in thoſe 
Places, and by thoſe Princes and States beyond the 
Seas, where I had Occaſion to be during this my <2 
Employment; that you may judge of the Succeſs | 
and Advantages thereof. | 5 
I ſhall not mention the great Difficulties and 
Oppoſition which I met with from ſome in that 
Court, and from the Daniſh and Dutch public Mi- 
niſters and Party there, whoſe high Intereſt it 
was to hinder your Alliance with that Crown. 
Neither ſhall I particularly inſiſt upon, and ac- 
quaint you with, the great Dangers both by Sea 
and Land through which it pleaſed God to bring 
me, and to preſerve me, leſt I ſhould ſeem to mag- 
nify that, which was but my Duty to undergo 
any Hazards or Perils for your Service. TH 
Only, Sir, you will give me Leave not to for- | 
get the Goodneſs of God to me and my Com- 
pany, in our great Deliverances, which the Lord 
was pleaſed to vouchſafe to us; and which I hold 
myſelf obliged ta remember, with all Thankfulneſs 
to his immediate Hand of Goodneſs to us. 


Sir, Your Servants had extraordinary m_ a » 
and Civility manifeſted to them, both by the Offi- * . 
cers and People of that Country, in their long = 
Journey; and upon their ſafe Arrival at the Court 9 


at Upſale, by all Sorts of People, of inferior Rank, 
p / and 


* 


A | 
* F 


| „ . "* i, 

336 The Parliamentary HisToly ' . 
1 iter-regnum, and of the greateſt ones; even by the | of 
— them all, the Prince Heretier, — by — ueen 
— — herſelf, who ſought to make appear her Affection 
September. and Regard to this Nation, by her Favours to your 
Servant, which did much exceed thoſe which ſhe 

uſually allows to others of the like Condition. 
© In our Ceremonies, wherein that Nation are 
very punctual, I confeſs I was ſomewhat refractory 
to their ExpeQations, out of my Zeal to keep up 
the Honour of my Nation; and even thoſe Things 
have a great Signification in ſuch Affairs: But 
they were well paſs'd over, and then we fell to our 
X Buſineſs, wherein I found thoſe with whom I diſ- 
- eburſed and treated to be full of Experience, Abi- 
lities, and Wiſdom; and ſome of them full of 
Subtilty, and too much inclining to uſe Delays for 
their particular Advantage, which you will pardon 
_ thoſe to take the more Notice of, who were at fo 
great a Diſtance from their Country and Rela- 

tions. | 
l thought it behoved me for the Service of my 
Country, and the better Performance of the Truſt 
at that Time repoſed in me, to acquaint myſelf, 
by the beſt Means I could, with the Nature of 
the People, their Government, the Quality of 
their Governors, their Religion, Strength, and 
Frade, and other Matters relating to them. 
_ © This I did not only by ſtudying of Books, but 
of Men alſo in the Converſation: and Treaties 
which I had with them; and wherein I endea- 
voured to gain Information of theſe Things from 
| _ added* to my own Obſervations on the 
th | «3H 
I found the People hardy and ſtout, and the 
more inured to it by the Sharpneſs of their Climate, 
which renders them the more able for Military 
| Service. | | 

| | © They are obedient to their Rulers ; but, 
. | amongſt their Equals, too much addicted to quar- 

ro and drinking, that ferments the other. 
They are yet very courteous to Strangers in 
their travelling and ſojourning, not making a * 


* — 
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' bf 5 nor 2 4 5 nor by them in [ater-regn num. 
their Ignorance of the Country or Language, but 554. 
affording them all 13 K — Mo- — — 
ney which they expect. ne 2 x 
' *© Their Governors are wiſe, expert, and politic, 
keeping their Diſtance and the Rules of Juſtice ; 
but they will hardly pardon any Neglect; the 
Omiſſion of a Ceremony, or not returning a Viſit 
s enough with ſome of them to break off a Treaty 
of the greateſt Conſequence,  _ 
Though they practiſe much Delay when they 
judge it their Intereſt to require it, yet they obſerve 
honourably their Capitulations; and though both 
Rulers, and People regard their particular Intereſt 
in the firſt Place, yet it is not with the excluding 
of Juſlice and Honeſty. _. — 
© Their Government is by Municipal Laws and 
Cuſtoms, and by Acts of their Supreme Council, 
which hath the Legiſlative Power, and is the ſame 
in effect, if not the Original of our Parliament. 
They have inferior and ordinary Courts of Juſtice, 
not unlike to ours in many Particulars: The King 
hath a great Power, and the Senators under him, 
and by them the Affairs of the State are managed. 
« Though their Government hath great Affinity 
with ours, yet the People do not enjoy the like 
Rights and Liberties as, bleſſed be God, we do 
in England: They are in more Subjection to the 
Will of their Lords, and their Lords to the Will 


of their 1 h they have more Power 
over their Tenants and nearer Neighbours than 
the Engliſh have. Sod 


© Their Laws are clear and few, nor are they 
covetous to multiply them, which they hold an 
Error in Government, and Cauſe of Contention ; 
nor do they allow Debates in Council of any other 
Matters than what are propoſed to them from the 
he Paucity of Law-Suits.amongſt them is 
becauſe of the Diſtribution of Eſtates by a Rule of 

Lay to all Children or Heirs, upon the Death of So 

Vor. XX. , . * : ch every | 


:, , 
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8 every Anceſtor ; ſo that they have ſeldom a Que - 


1684. 


. V — 
— 


- 


ſtion upon any Will or Conveyance. 

And, by reaſon of the Smallneſs of their Trade, 
their Contracts are few, and conſequently their 
Law-Suits ; nor will they afford Maintenance for 
a Profeffion of Lawyers, or large Salaries for Of- 
ficers; in general, their Government is wile, juſt, 
and peaceable. | 5 ay 

Their Religion is punctually Lutheran, both 
in Doctrine and Diſcipline; and they are fo ſevere 
in it that they will hardly admit a Papiſl or Cal- 


 viniſt to live among them, except in ſome few 


Places, where they permit Calvini/?s to reſide for 


Trade's Sake. 


They have a Liturgy much to the ſame Effect, 
in Words and Ceremonies, ' with that which was 


in the Ezg/iþ Church; nor will they pom with 
d 


any of the Reſponſals, Ceremonies and Rites, ex- 


tracted out of the Maſs- Book, or with the Images 


in their Churches, though ſo little different from 


' thoſe uſed in the Church of Rome. 

Their Biſhops, and Superintendents who have 
the ſame Power, have the like Juriſdiction in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, but not in Temporal Matters, as the 
Engliſb Prelates had; fo have their inferior (as they 


 alfo call them) Spiritual Courts and Judicatories, 


; They allow but flender Maintenance to their 
Clergy their Metropolitan, the Archbiſhop of Up- 
ER ale, 

855 of yearly Revenue; and 100 Rixdollars per 


th not above 2000 Rixdollars, which is not 


Annum is an extraordinary Beriefice. LS 
Their Dioceſes and Pariſhes are very large, 


and Sermons are a Rarity in them ; but the Liturgy 


muß yor be amtes every Syxday, a0d on their 


5 . | 


ey have a good Way, upon every Avoid- 


ance, to ſupply their Churches ; the Inhabitants of 


every Pariſh where the Minifter died, or is re- 
moved, do meet and chuſe three Deacons, whom 


they preſent to the Biſhop or Superintendent, who 


chuſeth one of the three, and ordains him a 
F <7. vn 


* 


* 
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Prieſt, and inſtitutes him into the Benefice that is Inter-regnum. 
void. MY F009 ESD COM? * 0 + 4 | 1654. 
„Their Strength is conſiderable both at-Land 
and at Sea; de and it conſiſts chiefly in the Bo- 228 
dies of their Men, and in their Arms and Fortifi- 
cations. Their Men are ſtrong, and the more 
inured to Hardſhip, by the Coldneſs of their Cli- 
mate; and to War, by their frequent Expeditions 
abroad; and they want no Courage nor Obedience 
to their Superiors, OED . 
_ © Their Arms are made at home, as good and 
uſeful as any Country hath; they want not Mate- 
rials of Copper, Steel, and Iron, both for their 
reater and ſmaller Guns and Swords; and have 
ful Workmen, and Store of Powder. 
Their Fortifications are not many, except in 
Frontier Towns and Havens ; ſome whereof are 
ſtrongly and regularly fortified, fully garriſoned, 
and provided with Copper Great Guns upol their 
en irre | 
They have a ſtanding Militia of 50,000 Men, 
12,000, Horſe and 38,000 Foot, and all theſe - 
maintained at a very ſmall Charge to the Crown, 
and with no Burden to the Country; whereof I 
ſhall be ready to give you a particular Account, 
when you fall command it. | 
»Theſe may be drawn together. in ten Days, 
and out of theſe they order forth Soldiers upon any 
foreign Defign ; which Deſignation is wholly left 
to the reſpective Landlords, and gives them no 
ſmall Awe and Subjection from their Tenants. 
"© Their Strength by Sea ſurpaſſeth their Neigh- 
bours; they have many Ships which carry 80, and 
ſome 100, Copper Guns, well and ſubſtantially 
built; but not after our excellent Way of Frigates, 
nor ſo nimble at tacking, or fighting, or the Chaſe, 


Engliſb and our Neighbours the Netherlands; the 
c Want in their Naval Force is 

28 to the Number of their Ships and Mariners. 
a th Ny ang For 


- 


Inter-regnum, 
1654. , 


September. 
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For their Trade it is not great, but they take 
a Courſe daily to improve it; they underſtand, 
better than they did formerly, the Conveniences 
and Advantages they have of Timber for Maſts 
and building of their Ships; of Iron to fit them; 
of . their Guns ; of the Cheapneſs and 
Plenty of Pitch and Tar neceſſary for them, and 
to be had in their own Country; and ſufficient 
Cordage near them, with their good Harbours on 
both Sides the Baltic Sea, and at Gottenburgh. _ 

They are ſenſible that the Increaſe of Trade 

increaſeth their Mariners and Shipping, which 
again increaſeth their Trade; and not only their 
Merchants but their Great Men engage in a Way 


of Trade for the Encouragement. of it, and find 


Sweetneſs and Profit in it. | 


They already ſendShips, and plant in the Ve. 


Indies; and have begun a Trade with their native 
Commodities to moſt Parts where Trade is to be 
had, and will in a ſhort Time become conſiderable 
for Trade; and the more, by the Plenty of their 


Copper, Iron, Deals, Pitch, and Tar, which now 


they export themſelves, and know ho neceſſary 


they are for other Nations, and how profitable it 


is for them to be their own Merchants. 5 


Ihave thus ſhortly, and weakly, given you In 


formation of what I learned upon the Place, touch- 
ing this Nation of the Swedes and Goths, in rela- 


© 


tion to themſelves. - | 


Give me Leave, Sir, now to acquaint you 


with what I obſerved concerning them, as they 
may have Relation to an Alliance with this Com- 
monwealth; and to conclude with an Account, in 


| 2 of my Negotiation thęre, and with the 


Reſpect I met with to this Nation, both from 


them and others, whilſt I was abroad. 


ſtance and Situation, to be the beſt Fe 
Allies to you they are neither ſo near to us as to 


I lock upon them as à Nation, in a . 

Friends and 

cauſe ſealouſies from us, nor ſo far diſtant but tha 
they may give a tumely Affiſtance to us. 
139 5 ö 1 . 8 6 They 
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< They profeſs the ſame Proteſtant Religion with Inter-regnum, 


us; in the Fundamentals they agree with us, and 
in their Averſeneſs to Popery and the Hierarchy of 
Rome; and are the more likely to keep a firmer 
Union with us. 7 iet 
There is great Similitude between their Man- 
ners, Laws, Language, and Diſpoſition of the 
People and the Znglih, and the like Gallantry of 
their Gentry and Soldiery; Induſtry of their Mer- 
chants and Artificers, and Laboriouſneſs of their 
Huſbandmen. They are generally much like the 
Engliſh, and the more likely to correſpond and 
agree in Amity with us. | | 

They have Store of Men, Arms, and Shipping, 
to join with us upon any Occaſion; and whereb 
both you and they may be ſtrengthened agai 
your Enemies, and be the more | conſiderable 
1 the World. 1 

© T hey are juſt and faithful in their Actions and 
Undertakings as the Engliſh are, and honourable 
in their Performances; for are they engaged to any 
of our Enemies, or ſuch as you may have Cauſe to 
ſuſpect; but their Differences and Contentions 
have rather been with thoſe who have contended 

with you, and therefore they are the more likely 
to obſerve their Alliance with you. 


They firſt: ſought to his Highneſs and this | 


Commonwealth' for an Amity with us, and ſent 
ſeveral Perſons of Honour, as public Miniſters, hi- 
ther for that Purpoſe; and their Queen and the 
preſent King have teſtified great Affection to this 
Nation, and juſtly expected ſome Return of it from 
you ain. nn 1 * ; 
© Theſe and many other Motives, grounded 
upon Reaſon and Wiſdom of State, perſuaded 
thoſe who ſat at the Helm here, to judge it fit to 
ſend from; hence an Ambaſſador to that Crown, 
to conelude an Amity with chem for the Advan- 
tage of Trade, and mutual Aſſiſtance of one an- 
44 * $434 54 | 0 134 95 1 
$ Herein their Judgment did not fail them; it 
was very requiſite to 12 an Ambaſſador _— ; 
; 3 ; ut 


1654. 


September. 


2 1 
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Inter-regnur» but perhaps. 
1654. 
— 
September, 


2 may ſee a F ailure of their Judg- 
ment in the Choice of a Perſon ſo unfit for ſo weigh- 
ty an Employment; yet they would not excuſe 
him; You will believe he had no Ambition for 
ſuch a Service, and at ſuch a Time; but he obeyed 
the Commands of thoſe whom he ſery! d, under- 
took the Employment, and can ſay, without Va- 


nity, perform 'd his Duty therein, to the utmoſt of 


his Capacity, with Diligence and F aithfulneſs; and 
God was pleased to on him 40 it. 

I I paſs over the dangerous Voyage by Sea in 
November, through your then Enemies, and the 


cold Journey. by Land in December, and come to 


Court at Upſale, which was ſplendid and hi 
repleniſh'd not only with gallant Outſides, Et 

with Perſons of great Abilities within, both of No 
Civil and Military Condition, | 
Vpon my firk Ignorance of their Ceremonies, 

I fell i into — Diſlike with ſeveral of their Gran- 
dees, who thought me not enough ſubmiſſive; 
athers thought the better of me for inſiſting upon 
the Right of my Nation, vindicating their Honour, 
and not ſneaking to thoſe with whom I had to do. 
I followed my own Reaſon, and what plea- 


: ſed God to direct me ſor your Service, and in or- 
der to the Good of the Proteſtant Intęreſt. In 


any Treaty I applied myſelf upon all Occaſions 
to the Queen herſelf, and never to the Senate, 
where with her Majeſty was not diſtaſted. 

In the Tranſacticns of my Affairs 1 endea- 
voured to gain the beſt Intelligence I could from 
home, and from that Court; and ſpared. no Coſt 


to gain it: The one made me the more conſiderable 


there; we other was of great Advantage to uh 
in 7 otiation. 
ut, Sir, I was to encounter with great Dith 


| "culties and Oppoſition; the King of  Denmart's 


-Ambaſlador, the Duteb Reſident, with all their 
Party and Friends (ſome of the moſt conſiderable 
in the Court and Army, and of great Numbers) 
1 me, and * to affront me and 

my 
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my Company; but by that were no Gainers. The 1nter-regnums. 


French, Poliſh, and German public Miniſters, as 


much as they could covertly, fought to hinder me; 
but, on the other Side, I found the Spaniſh public 
Miniſter there (who a Perſon of great Inge- 


nuity, and in much Favour with the Queen) a 


great Friend and Aſſiſtant to me. Several great 
Officers of the Army, as General Wrangel, the 
Grave Horn, Grave 2 ttenburg, Grave Bannier, 
Grave Leenhough, and divers others, were Friends 
to me; and, of the Civil Officers and other Sena- 
tors, the Baron Bundt, Steinlorte, the Grave Tot, 
the Chief Juſtice, the Grave Braghe, and chiefly 
the old Chancellor Oxenfteirn, was my chief Friend 
and Helper in my Buſineſs. Prince Adulphe, the 
preſent King's Brother, was no IIl-willer to it; 
the King that now is, a great Friend to it, and 


manifeſted more particular Reſpect to you in the 


Perſon of your Servant; than he was ever known 


to do to any of the like Quality, or to any State 


whatſoever. And the Queen herſelf was reſolved 


to have the Buſineſs done; fo much had I gain'd- 


of her Favour, and fatisfied her of your Intereſt 
and Reſpects to her. | 

But, above all, ſome of my own Countrymen 
were herce againſt me, efpecially thoſe of the Scots 
Nation, both of the Army and Traders, whom I 
little conſidered, yet knew their Humours, and that 
they would rail at me in the Morning, and after- 
wards come to my Table to Dinner; and I cauſed 
my Officers to welcome them accordingly. 
To counterwork theſe I was not without 


Friends of my. on Nation, whereof divers were 


of the like Condition; and eminent amongſt them 
was General Douglas, a Scots Gentleman, who 
was very civil to me: So was a true Engl; Gen- 
tleman, Major General Sir George Fleetwood, a Per- 
ſon of great Intereſt and Reſpect in thoſe Parts, 
wich all that know him; he teſtified extraordinary 
Reſpect and Affection to you, and to your Servant, 

and was very courteous and helpful to me. | 
| © Thoſe who oppoſed or endeavoured to affront 
me 


\ 
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Tater-regnum, me in your Buſineſs I forbear to name, not for their 


1654. 


geptember, 
greateſt and wiſeſt of Men; It was the Goodneſs 


mand to be produced. 


The 
very Tel] 


by this Alliance to this 


Sakes, but leſt it might be prejudicial to your 
Friends there, and to your own future Occaſions. 
But, Sir, we ought to look higher than tothe 


and Mercy of God who gave a Bleſſing to your 
Proceedings, and a deſired Succeſs to this Treaty; 
which we ought to acknowledge with humble 
Thankfulneſs; and the weaker the Inſtruments 
were, the more his Power and Goodneſs appear'd 
un -3&.; 724 ot 7 : 5 g 

© He was pleaſed to give Succeſs to that Nego- 
tiation under my Hands; and, after many Delays 
and Debates, and all the Oppoſition that could be 
made, to give a Concluſion to it. I made an Al- 
liance betwixt the Commonwealth and that Crown, 
ratiſied by the then Queen and the preſent King 
under their Hands, and under their Great Seal of 

The Inſtrument thereof I preſented to his 
Highneſs and his Council at my Return home; 
who cauſed a ftrit Peruſal and Examination there- 
of to be made; and, finding it punctually according 
to my Inſtructions, did approve of it, and of my 
poor Service in it; and his Highneſs ratified. the 
other Part of the Treaty, to which the Great Seal 
of England was affix d; the Tranſcript whereof, 
with the Original of the other, are at your Com- 


I ſhall not preſume to judge of. the Advantages 
ation, and to the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt through the World; this Honour- 
able Houſe are beſt able to judge thereof, and of 
the Duty of their Servant, and his Performance 
thereof; who ſubmits all to their Wiſdom and fa- 
vourable Conſtruction. | 
And, being now in my Return homewards, 
ive me Leave, Sir, to acquaint you with ſome 
aſſages of Reſpect to this Commonwealth in my 
Journey, both in Sweden, Denmark, and Germany. 
«x Magiſtrates and People of Stockbolm were 
pedal to your Servants, and General 


Mrangel 
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Mrangel and Major-General Fleetwood, with the Inter-regnum, 
Heer Lagerfeldt,and others, accompanied me forty . 
Engliſh” Miles to their chief City. There they © cuter. 
freely ſhew'd me not only the date! Caſtle, Town, 

Haven, and Ships, but their Works, Magazines, 
Arſenal, Work-Houſes for Arms, and Shipping 
which we re very ſtrong and conſiderable.  - 
There I had two Ships provided for my Tranſ- 
rtation over the Baltict Sea, and in that on which 
went on board, a Vice-Admiral was ſent to 
command, being a Point of great Honour, and 
the Ship' was richly furniſhed and accommodated 
for the Voyage. | 

After we had paſſed this deep and rough Sea, 
through great Tempeſts and Dangers, and were 
arrived near to the Hanſe Town of Lubeck, they 
hearing of it by our Guns, ſent their Coach and 
Officers to conduct me to their City; where ſome 
of the chief of their Lords, with their Syndick, or 
Recorder, came from the reſt to ſalute me; and, in 
the Latin Oration made to me, gave me all wel- 
come'to the Place, and highly expreſs'd their Va- 
luation of this Commonwealth. 

I received alſo civil Complements and Saluta- 
tions from the Dukes of Saxony, Hol/tein, Courland, 
Lunenburgh, and other Free Princes of Germany, 
full of Reſpect and Honour to you. 

© Here I received likewiſe Reſpect and Cere- 
monies from the Engliſh Company at Hamburgb, 
two Days Journey from this City; who ſent Meſ- 
ſengers to invite me to their Houſe in Hamburgh, 
and expreſſed all Duty and Reſpect to you as their 
Superiors. © |, * | 

In my Land: Journey, which was not without 
Hardſhip and want of Conveniences, where the 
Armies had been, in their late Wars betwixt theſe 
two Hanſe Towns of Lubeck and Hamburgh, 
about two Leagues before I came to Hamburgh, 
my Countrymen, of the Engliſb CNET > | 
met me upon the Way with about 50 Coaches, 
and about 200 Horſemen, to welcome me to thoſe 
Parts, They treated me nobly by the Way, and 

ras con- 
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Inter- reznum. conducted me into Hamburgb, where the Streets 
1054+... were ſo crowded with People, that we had a diffi- 
Meum gh cult Paſſage through them; and generally both in 
their Words and Carriage, they expreſſed all Civi- 
lity and Reſpect unto this Commonwealth. 
' , © The ſame Evening that I. came hither, the 
Lords of Hamburgh ſent four of their Senators, 
with their Syndick, to ſalute and welcome me to 
their City, and preſented. me-nobly with Proviſions 
of Fiſh and Fleſh, Wine and Beer, for my Hoſpi- 
tality. They congratulated the Succeſs, of your 
Treaty with Swedeland, and expreſſed very high 
Regard: for our Commonwealth; They invited 
me to Collations, and did me the Honour to come 
to my Table, and appointed one of their chief 
Military Officers to ſhew me the Works and Am- 
munition of the Town, and others of their own 
Number to accompany me to their Ton- Houſe, 
and to inform me in ters relating to their Ju- 


dicatories. | | Ie”, 
| © Indeed their Fortificatior” - Mato, (part 
regular, and they have great core ot Arms and 


Ammunition, and give therein a good Pattern ſor 
others; as alſo for roviſtons for their Shipping. 

I muſt do this Right to them, that, both at my 
coming thither, and Gurng my Stay there, {which 
was about ten Days) and at my Departure from 
thence, they did, upon all Occaſions, manifeſt as. 
great an Eſteem and Reſpect for this Common- 
wealth, as any whom I have. met with in foreign 


n 3 
Sir, it pleaſed God to ſtop our Voyage by con- 
trary Winds, and to ſtay us upon the Elbe ncar 
Gluckladt, a Town of the King of Denmart; 
who, hearing of my being there, ſent one of his 
Senators, the Grave Relſen Craſs, Viceroy of Hol- 
fem, to invite me to his C I 
The Viceroy. came with many Attendants, 
and not without great Danger by the ſtormy Wea- 
ther, on board my Ship, and highly compliment- 
ed this Commonwealth from his Maſter; but I, 
knowing the Courſe of Treatments in thoſe — 
| f excuſe 
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excuſed myſelf with the beſt Civility I could from Iriter-reynint 


going on Shore; alledging (what was Truth) That 
no Perſons having the Command of your Ships, 
as I then had, and being on board them, ought to' 
go from them without Leave, untill his Voyage 
was finiſhed ; and that this was my Condition at 
that Time. | | 

I had much ado to ſatisfy the Viceroy ; but 
he was well pleaſed with his Treatment, and pro- 
miſed to make my Apology to his Maſter, and ta 
do'all good Offices with him, to teſtify his Service 
to this Commonwealth. | | 
Aſter an extreme dangerous and ſtrong Paſſage 
betwixt Hamburgh and England, wherein the Hand 
of God appeared wonderfully in the Preſervation 
of your Servants, we all came in Safety to our 
dear Country. | | 
© Thus, Sir, I have given you an Account of 
the whole Tranſactions of this Buſineſs ; and, for 
Faves, r or Miſcarriage of Mind in the Negoti- 


„unt J have given you of it, I 


of th 
bumbiy aſk your Pardon.” 


This Speech met with general Applauſe: And 
a Motion being made, That Mr. Mhitlocte ſhould 
have the public Thanks of the Houſe for his good 


Services | dane in this, hazardous and important 


Bufineſs of his Embaſly, the Lord Breghill ſpoke 
much in Commendation of the Treaty, and of the 


1654. 
9 * 
September. 


Ambaſſador, . and ſeconded the Motion for the 


public Thanks; adding, That there was a conſi- 
derable Sum of Money due to him, for the Ex- 
pences of his Ambally ; but no Gtatuity or Re- 
ward / given him for his hazardous and great Services 
done for this Commonwealth: And thereupon 
moved That 2000 J. might be ordered to be paid 
to Mr, Hhitlcke, in Satisfaction of all Arrears 
due to him, and as a Mark of Favour from the 
Houſe. All which was unanimouſly agreed ** 3 

4 | , 18 
W. i i Auth of Mr, 
Val, kim, there ot being the E Meation of K ih the 
Commens Jeurnals of this Day. | 


——— —ę—t 
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Tater-regnum. This Affair being over, it was reſolved, That 
1654. the Subjet-Matter of Debate, the next Morning, 
—ſhould be, Whether the Houſe did approve that 
the Government ſhould be in one Single Perſon 
and a Parliament? Accordingly, —_ 


A Debate whe- i * 7. The Houſe went upon the foregoing 
ther the a i, Que tion: The Protector's Party were for appro- 
be in oe Sie Ving the whole Inſtrument of Government at 


be in Si 
dab but the Republicans were for debating it, 


» Parliament: . Article by Article, in a Committee. Upon 


this Occaſion a Member ſtood up, and ſhewed 
* the Snares that were laid to entrap the People's 
Privileges ;* declaring, * That as God had made 
him inſtrumental in cutting down Tyranny in 
one Perſon, he could not endure to ſee the Na- 
tion's Liberties ready to be ſhackled by another, 


i | whoſe Right to the Government could be mea- 


ſured out no otherwiſe than by the Length of his 
Sword; which alone emboldened him to com- 
mand his Commanders .“ Sir Arthur Hale 
rigge, Mr. Scott, and Serjeativeadibgivy (Pal, 
cularly the latter, whom the Republicans intended 
to have choſen for their Speaker) remarkably di- 
ſtinguiſhed themſelves againſt the Court Party, as 
we thall henceforth ſtyle them; and were very in- 
ſtrumental, fays Ludlow, in opening the Eyes of 
many youn Members, who had never before heard 
their Intereſts ſo clearly ſtated and aſſerted : In- 
ſomuch that it was carried by a Majority of 141 
againſt 136, That the Houſe be Now reſolved into 
a Committee of the whole Houſe; to debate upon 
the Queſtion, Whether they do approve that the 
Government ſhall be in one Single Perſon and a 
Parliament? The Debate upon this grand Affair 
took up the whole Day and the three following: 
And tho' the new Courtiers prevailed fo far as to 
event the Houſe from coming to any Reſo- 
lution upon the foregoing Queſtion, yet the Mo- 
tion for referring it to a Committee being — 
bee, 555 rie 
m The Politician ; or, 4 View ef fe 
and e printed in Fr 2 
n= Memoirs, Vol. II. p. 500. | | 
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ried * the Protector's Party in the Houſe, 
by a Majority of five Voices, it ſo alarm'd his _ 
neſs, thathe began to be jealous leſt his new Parlia- 
ment ſhould overturn their Maſter, and thought it 


Inter- 
1654. 
September. 


high Time to look to himſelf. Having therefore gi- which gives 
ven Orders to the Lord Mayor of London, to be upon great Umbrage 


his Guard to prevent Diſturbances in the City, he 
ſent a Meſſage to the Parliament, defiring them to 
meet him in the Painted- Chamber. The Members 
being accordingly come thither, he delivered his 
Sentiments to them in the following high Terms of 
Reſentment, Mr. Whitlocke has given us only a 
ſhort Abſtract of this Speech, which contains a 
ſummary Review and Defence of CromwelPs Con- 
duct, from his firſt Entrance into public Life; a 
Denial of his contriving, or in the leaſt contri- 
buting to, his own Advancement to the Protecto- 
rate ; his intire Ignorance of the laſt Parliament's 
intended Reſignation, till he received the Inſtru- 
ment of it from them, his Intention then being to 
have gone into Retirement; his reiterated Refaſal 
of the Government when offered him, and his Re- 
luctance in accepting it; his Reſolution neverthe- 
leſs not to part with it, ſince his Power had been 
recognized by the whole Nation, and by Foreign 
Courts :——But hear him in his own Words“: 


Gentlemen, 


to the Lord Pro- 
tector. 


upon an Occaſion which gave me much more =_ — 


4 J. is not long ſince I met you in this Place, His reſentfy! 
c 
* 


ntent and Comfort than this doth. that Occaſion, 


That which I have to ſay to you now will need 
no Preamble. to let me into my Diſcourle ; for 


the Occaſion of this Meeting is plain enough. I. 


could have wiſh'd, with all my Heart, there had 
© been no Cauſe for it. | 
At that Meeting I did acquaint you what the 
© firſt Riſe was of this Government which hath 
called you hither; and in the Authority of which 
you came hither, Among other Things that 1 
told you of then, I ſaid you were a Free Parlia- 
| $7 4s © ment; 
o From the original Edition, printed by the ſame Perſon as the 
foregoing Speech, and publiſhed for the ſame Reaſons. 


r 
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ment; and ſo you are, whilſt you own. the Go- 
© yerpment and i that ealſed you hither ; 
* for certainly that Word implied a Reciprocation, 
or it implied nothing at all. bo 


br” Indeed there was a Reciprocation implied and 


> 


© exprelleg ; and I think your Actions and Carri- 
ages ought to be ſuitable: But I ſee it will be ne- 


_ "© cellary for me now a little to magnify my Office; 


* which I have not been apt to do. I have been 
« of;this Mind, I have been always of this Mind, 
<< ſince firſt ane upon it, That if God will 

© nat. bear it up, let it link. But if a Duty be in- 


- < cumbent upon me, to bear my ee ron 


< it, .(which in Modeſty I have hitherto forborne) 
I am in ſome Meaſure now, neceſſitated therepn- 
© to: And therefore that will be the Prologue to 


my Diſcourſe. 


_ © mony from the 


+ Leall'd,not myſelf to this Place; I ſay again, 
<I call'd not myſelf to this Place; of that God is 
< Witneſs: And I have many Witneſſes who, I do 
believe, could readily lay down their Lives to 
bear Witneſs to the Truth of that; that is to ſay, 
© That. I call'd,not, myſelf to this Place: And, be- 
© ing in it, I bear not Witneſs. to myſelf; but God 
and the People of theſe Nations have borhe Teſ- 
timony to it.allo.,, CE 
If my Calling be from God, and my Teſti- 
KEE God and the People ſhall 


s take it from me, elſe I will not part with ĩt 1 


© ſhonld be falſe to the Truſt that hath placed 


in me, and to the Intereſt of the 
© Nations, if I ſhould. 
That I call'd not myſelf to this Flace, is my 

J 
That. I bear not Witneſs to myſelf, but have 

many Witneſſes, is my ſec one. 
Theſe are the two Things I ſhall take the Li- 

b berty to ſpeak more fully to you of. 
Jo make plain and clear that which I have 

© ſaid, I mult take Liberty to look back. 

Iwas by Birth a Gentleman, living neither in 
any conſiderable Height, nor yet in Obſcurity : 


People of theſe 
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* I have been call'd to ſeveral Employments in the 
Nation: To ſerve in Parliaments; and, becauſe 
+] would not be over-tedious, I did endeavour to 


« diſcharge the Duty of an honeſt Man in thoſe | 


Services, to God and his People's Intereſt, and 
of the Commonwealth; having, when Time 
© was, a competent Acceptation in the Hearts of 
Men, and ſome Evidences thereof. I reſolve 
© nat to recite the Times, and/Occaſions, and Op- 


© portunities that have been appointed me by God 


© to ſerve him in, nor the Preſence and Bleflings 
© of God then bearing Teſtimony to me. 

Having had ſome Occaſions to ſee (together 
with my Brethren and Countrymen) a happy Pe- 
.< riod put to our ſharp Wars and Conteſts with the 
then common Enemy, I hoped, in a private Capa- 
city, to have reap'd the Fruit and Benefit, together 
* with my Brethren, of our hard Labours and Ha- 
© zards; to wit, the Enjoyment of Peace and Li- 
© berty, and the Privileges of a Chriſtian and of 
a Man, in ſome Equality with others, according 
© as it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to diſpenſe unto me. 


And when, I ſay, God had put an End to our 


© Wars, at leaſt brought them to a very hopeful 


* Iſſue, very near an End, after Horce/ter F __ | 
ty 


came up to London to pay my Service and 
to the Parliament that then fat; and hoping that 
© all Minds would have been diſpoſed to anſwer 
© that which ſeemed to be the Mind of God, viz. 
© to give Peace and Reſt to his People, and eſpe- 
* cially to thoſe who had bled more than others in 
* the carrying on of the Military Affairs, I was 
much diſappointed of my Expectation, for the 
Iſſue did not prove ſo; whatever;may'be boaſted 
_ © or, miſrepreſented, it was not ſo, nor ſo. 

I canſay, in the Simplicity ot my Soul, I love 
not, Llovenot (Ideclined.it in my former Speech); 
I fay, I love not to rake into Sores, or to diſco- 
ver Nakedneſſes ; that which I drive at is this, 
© I ſay to you, I hoped to have had Leave to have 
* retired to a private Life: I begg'd to be diſmiſſed 
* of my Charge; I begg'd it again and again; _—_ 

; a = 
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God be Judge between me and all Men if I lie in 


this Matter. That I lie not in Matter of Fact, 
is known to very many; but whether I tell a Lie 
in my Heart, as labouring to repreſent to you 
that Which was not upon my Heart, I ſay the 
Lord be Judge; let uncharitable Men, that mea- 


ſure others by themſelves, judge as they pleaſe. 
As to the Matter of Fact, I ſay it is true. As to 


the Ingenuity and Integrity of my Heart in that 
8 Defire, I'do a wt ne tral 4 the Truth 
of that alſo: But I could not obtain what my 
< Soul longed for. And the plain Truth is, I did 
- © afterwards apprehend that ſome did think (my 
Judgment not ſuiting with theirs) that it could 


not well be. But this, I ſay to you, was between 


1 — my Soul; between me and that Aſſem- 

280 my #*..4 4 1 1 78 : | 

© bly. ix | 

- . © [confeſs I am in ſome Strait to ſay what I could 
© ſay z* and what is true of what then followed. 


I preſſed the Parliament, as a Member, to pe- 


rod themſelves, once, and again, and again, and 


tenz nay twenty Times over. I told them (for 


Inne it better than any one Man in the Parlia- 
ment could know it, becauſe of my Manner of 


Life, which was to run up and down the Nation, 


andiſo might ſee and know the Temper and Spi- 
* rits of all Men, the beſt of Men) that the Nation 
© loathed their ſitting: I knewit. And ſo far as 
I could diſcern, when they were diſſolved, there 
was not ſo much as the Barking of a Dog, or 
any general and viſible Repining at it. You are 
not a ſew here preſent that can aſſert this as well 
© as; myſel. | „ . fr 414%. i 
And that there was high Cauſe for their Diſ- 
ſolution, is moſt evident, not- vnly in regard there 
-< was a juſt Fear of that Parliament's perpetuating 
themſelves, but becauſe” it was their Deſign. 


And had not their Heels been trod upon by Im- 


<-portunities from abroad, even to Threats, I be- 
lieve there would never have been Thoughts of 
f — ovens ee ity dm h6 Es to theWorld's 


<1 


Of ENGLAND. 3353 


I myſelf was ſounded, aud by no mean Perſons Inter-regnum. 


© tempted, and Addreſſes were made to me to that 


very End, that it might have been thus perpetu- 


« ated,; That the vacant Places might be ſupplied 
© by new Elections, and ſo continue from Gene- 
ration to Generation. $2495 

© I have declined, I have declined very much, 
© to open theſe Things to you; yet having pro- 
© ceeded thus far, I muſt tell you, that poor Men, 


under this arbitrary Power, were driven like 


« Flocks of Sheep, by forty in a Morning, to the 
© Confiſcation of Goods and Eſtates, without any 
Man being able to give a Reaſon that two of them 
had deſerved to forteit a Shilling. I tell you the 


Truth, and my Soul, and many Perſons whoſe 


Faces I ſee in this Place, were exceedingly grie- 
ved at theſe Things, and knew not which Way 
© to help it, but by their Mournings, and giving 
their Negatives when Occaſions ſerved. | 

© I have. given. you but a Taſte of Miſcarri- 
ages. I am confident you have had Opportuni- 
© ties to hear much more of them; for nothing is 


more obvious. Tis true this will be ſaid, That 


there was a Remedy to put an End to this perpe- 
tual Parliament endeavoured, by having a future 


© Repreſentative. How it was gotten, and by 


© what Importunities that was obtained, and how 
* unwillingly yeilded unto, is well known. . 

© What was this Remedy? It was-a ſeeming 

© Willingneſs to have ſucceſſive Parliaments. What 

was that Succeſſion ? It was, that when one Par- 

© liament had left their Seat, another was to fit 


don immediately in the room thereof, without 


any Caution to avoid that which was the Danger, 
© Viz, ating of the ſame Parliaments; which 
is a Sore now that will ever be running, ſo long 
as Men are ambitious and troubleſome, if a due 
© Remedy be not found, So then, what was the 
< Buſineſs? It was a Converſion from a Parliament 
that ſhould have been, and was perpetual, to a 
© Legiſlative Power always fitting : And fo the Li- 
© berties, and Intereſts, and Lives of People, not 
Vor. XX. Z © judged 


% 
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8 © judged\by; any; cextai n Laus and Fo. 1 
— ee de Hs Ver, Which, is inc 
| September. ks 8 ar my 2a ph fa: 1 2] Fry 
5 5 | 
+ Se Lab e 9 1 ene 
8 e s ma Mit- 
ae ph ho Fr both 1 0 a- 
l and AY hings, to themſelves; Who, 
Lin former Times, were ee W e 
"eB 4 4 7 1 8 
This I. ſuppoſe was the Gals” 14 in V y O- 
76 pinion, tbe, Remedy was fitted. to the Diſeaſe; 
< eſpecially. coming in the Rear of a Parliament, 
C ſo exerciſing th wer and Authority as this had 
done but immediately before. 

Truly, I confeſs, upon theſe Grounds, and 
7 with the 2 Satisfaction * g's ways abs * 
ing nothing could be had otherwiſe, that Parlia- 
ment —_— and ye defirin ing fo 6 fi ifafew 
might have been call'd together for ſome ſhort 

Time, who might put the Nation into ſome Way 

© of certain Settlement, did call thoſe Gentlemen 

out of «he, ſeveral Parts of the Nation. lor * 

© Purpoſe; i. 

And, 28 1 1 to God before. you 

© already, I know, (and IL hope I may L 

© though it be a tender I hing to make Appeals to 

God, yet, in ſuch Exigences as theſe, I truſt it 

will not offend bis Majeſty; eſpecially, ta make 

© them before Perſons that know. God, and know 
< what Conſcience. is, and what it is to lie before 
© the Lord: I ſay, that as a principal End in ling 
that Aſſembly, was the Settlement of the Nation; 
ſo a chief End to myſelf was, that I might have 
Opportunity 57 4 don the Power that yas in 

« my. Hands. n, in the 197 ence 

© of that God 24 2 been with mein - 

all my Adverſities and Sueceſſes, that was, 1 

6 myſelf; my. greateſt End, A Deſire | 1 . 

* afraid, ſinful enough, to be quit o PRE 

Gad had moſt Pet ut huge 

0 rn he called for i . and 5 85 
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Ends of og? dic were 
„a the Authority I'had in my Hand being ſo 
mdlefs as it was, I being, by Act of Partia- 
neh, General of lt the Forces in the thtee Na- 
tions f Eng land, Scotland, and Ireland, (in Which 
unlimited Condition T did- not deſire to live a 
8 n! call that Meeting for the Ends before 
expreſſed. O „tun 1113 N 


1 


[ * 7 f 8 Do; 
bY What the Event and Iſſue of that Meeting was, 
ye may ſadly remember: It hath'much Teaching 
in it, and I hope will make us all wiſhes for the 
„future. But this Meeting not ſucceeding, as I 
© have formerly ſaid to you, and giving ſuch à Diſ- 


appointment to our Hopes, I ſhall not now make 


© any Repetition thereof; only the Effect was, 
That they came and brought to me a Parch- 
ment, ſigned by very much the major Patt of 
them, expreſſing their Reſigning and Re-delivery 
of the Power and Authority that was committed 
©to.them back again into my Hands: And I can 


« ſay . reſerice of divers Petſons here, 
do know whether I lie in that, that I did 


©thar 
not know one Tittle of that Reſignation,” untill 
C they all came and brought it, and delivered it 


© into. my Hands: Of this there are alſo in this 


" e many 8 1 | 

I received this Reſignation, having formerly 
« uſed my. Endeavours and i to kee 
them together; obſerving-their Differences 

„ thought it my Duty to give Advice to chem, 


© that fo I might prevail with them for Union: 


But ix had the Effect that I told you, and I had 
* my Diſappointme nt. 

© When this was ſo, we were exceedingly to 
© ſeek how to ſettle Things for the future. My 
* Power again, by this Reſignation, was as bound- 
1 leſs: and unlimited as . all Things being 
ſubjected to Arbitrarineſs, and myſelf a Perſon ha- 
© ving Power over the three Nations boundleſsly 
© and unlimited; and, upon the Matter, all Go- 
„ vekbchent difſolved, all Civil Adminiſtrations at 
« an End, 'as will preſently be made appear. 

* 2 2 1 The 


attained and ſettled. I Inter- regnum. 


1654. 
September. 
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the Lord Mayor. and Aldermen of the City of 


* 
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The Gentlemen that undertook to frame this 
Government, did conſult divers Days together 


_ © (they being of known Integrity and Ability) how 


© to-frame ſomewhat that might give us Settlement; 
and they did ſo: And that I was not privy to 


their Councils, they know it. 


When they had finiſhed their Model in ſome 
© Meaſure, or made a very good Preparation of it, 
it became communicative. They told me that 
© except I would undertake the Government, they 


- © thought Things would hardly come to a Com- 


poſute and Settlement; but Blood and Confuſion 
* would break in upon us. I denied it again and 
0 again, as God and thoſe Perſons know; not com- 
< plimentingly, as they alſo know, and as God 
© knows: e | | 

\©T- confeſs, after many Arguments, and after 
the letting of me know that I did not receive any 
Thing that put me into any higher Capacity than 
LEwas in before; but that it limited me, and 
bound my Hands to act nothing to the Prejudice 
© of theſe Nations: without Conſent. of a Council, 
c untill the Parliament, and then limited by the Par- 
© liament, as the Act of Government expreſſeth, 


I did accept it. | 1 

I might repeat this again to you, if it dere 
« rieedfull; but I think I need not. I was arbitra- 
* ry in Power, having the Armies in the three Na- 
tions under my Command; and truly not very 
ill beloved by them, nor very ill beloved then b 


the People, by the good People; and I believe 


© ſhould have been more beloved if they had known 
© the Truth, as Things were before God, and in 
© themſelves, and before divers of thoſe Gentlemen 
© whom I but now mentioned unto you. 

did, at the Intreaty of divers Perſons of Ho- 
* nour and Quality, at the Intreaty of very many 
© of the chief Officers of the Army then preſent, 
© and at their Requeſt, I did accept of the Place 
and Title of Protector; and was in the Preſence of 
the Commiſſioners of the Great Seal, the Judges, 
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© Landon, the Soldiery, divers Gentlemen, Citi- Inter-regnum. 


© Zens, and divers other People and Perſons of Qua- 
« lity, Cc. accompanied to We/tminſter - Hall, 


© where I took. my Oath to this Government. 


© This was not done in a Corner; it was open and 
public. | 

This Government hath. been exerciſed by a 
Council, with a Deſire to be faithful in all Things; 
and, amongſt all other Truſts, to be faithful in 
calling this Parliament. \ 

© And thus I have given you a very bare and 
© lean Diſcourſe; which truly I have been neceſſi- 
© tated unto, and contracted in, becauſe of the 
© Unexpectedneſs of the Occaſion, and becauſe I 
would not quite weary you nor myſelf: But this 


1654. 5 
September. 


is a Narrative that diſcovers to you the Series of 


Providence, and of Tranſactions leading me into 
« this Condition wherein I now ſtanct. 

* The next Thing I promiſed you, wherein I 
© hope I ſhall not be fo long, (though I am ſure 


c this Occaſion does require Plainneſs and Free- 


dom) is, That I brought not myſelf into this 
Condition, as in my own Apprehenſion I did not; 


© and that I did not, the Things being true which. 


have told you, I ſubmit it to your Judgments, 

and there hall I leave it, let God do what he 
« pleaſeth : The other Things I ſay that I am to 
© ſpeak to you of, are, That I have not, nor do 
© not bear Witneſs to myſelf, I am far from al- 
© luding to him that ſaid ſo; yet Truth concerning 


_ © a Member of his he will own, tho' Men do not. 


© But I think, if I miſtake not, I have a'Cloud 
© of Witneſſes. I think fo ; let Men be as fro- 
ward as they will. I have Witneſs within, with- 
© out, and above. But I ſhall ſpeak of them that 


© are without, having fully ſpoken before of the 


« Witneſs above, and the Witneſs in my own Con- 
© ſcience, upon the other Account; becauſe that 
© Subject had more Obſcurity in it, and I in ſome 
© Sort needed Appeals; and, I truft, might lawful- 
© ly make them, as well as take an Oath, where 
Things were not ſo apt to be made evident, I 

Z 3 | © ſhall 


349 Th Ph likmentary Hifrony 
Inter-regnum. * ſhall" enumerate my Witneſſts as well as Ian. 


When Ladd conſented to accept of the Go- 
— «© vethincht; there was fome Solemnity to be per- 


September. 


fofmeck; and that wis accompanied with fome 


< my UAE  omvayodiry * 
There 5 explicit Conſent of intereſted 
< Perſons; and an ĩmplicit Cunſent of many, ſnew- 
« ing their Good!liking and Approbation thereof. 
„And, Gentlemen, T do not think that you are 
„ altogether Strangers to it in your Country: Some 
« did not nauſeate it; very many did approve it. 
„I had the Approbation of the Officers of the 
Atmy in the three Nations of England, Scotland, 
« and Lreland; 1 fay of the Officers: I had chat by 
< their Remonſtrances and under Signature. There 
went, along with that explicit Conſent, an impli- 
< cit Conſent of Perforis that had ſomewhat to do 


in the World; that had been inſtrumental, by 


God, to fight down the Enemies of Gol and his 
« people in the three Nations.” And, truly, untill 
< my Hands were bound, and I limited, (wherein 
I took full Contentment, as many can bear me 
< Witneſs) when I had in my Hands ſo great a 
© Power and Arbitratineſs, the Soldiery were a 
© very conſiderable Part of the Nations, ——_— 
call Government being diſſolved: I ſay, when all 
Gopyernment was thus diſſolved, and nothing to 
< keep Things in Order but the Sword, and yet 
© they, (which _ Hiſtories will not parallel) 


even they were deſirous that Things might come 


< to a Conſiſtency, and Arbitrarineſs might be ta- 
< ken away, and the Government put into a Per- 


© ſon, limited and bounded, as in the Act of Set- 


— 


< tlement, "whom they diſtruſted the leaſt, and 
© loved not the worſt: This was another Evi- 


=; FS 2 ' LES « * <8 'S 6 8 
- © dence, innen 1g node, Ani e 


I would not forget the honourable and civil 
Entertainment, with the Approbation I found) in 
| X 7 * the 


— 


* 


O EN GLA N D. 359 7 
the great City of London; which the City knows, Inter. regaum. 


whether I directly or indirectly ſought. And, 
truly, Ido not thinł it is Folly to remember this; 
fon it Was very great and high, and very public; 


and as numerous a Body of thoſe that are known 


by Names and Titles (the ſeveral Corporations 
and Societies of Citizens in this City) as hath 


been at any Time ſeen in England; and not 


without ſome Appearance of Satisfaction alſo. 

'© had nat, only this Witneſs; but I have had, 
from the greateſt County in England, and from 
many Cities and Boroughs, and many Counties, 
explicit Approbations; not of thoſe gathered here 
and there, but from the County of Yark and City 
of Tori, and other Counties and Places, aſſem- 
bled in their public and general Aſſizes; the 
Grand Jury, in the Name of the Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, Veomen, and Inhabitants. of that 
„County, giving very great Thanks to me for un- 
« dertaking this heavy Burden. at ſuch a Time; and 
giving very great Approbation and Encourage- 
ment to me to go through with it. Theſe are 
„plain; I have them to ſhew; and by theſe, in 
ſome Meaſure, it will appear I do not bear Wit- 
©neſs/to myſelf. | 1 1 A. 

Tbis is not all: The Judges (and truly I had 
© almoſt forgotten it) thinking that there was a 
Diſſolution of Government, met and conſulted, 
and did declare one to another, that they could 
not adminiſter Juſtice to the Satisfaction of their 
Conſciences, untiil they had received Commiſ- 
ions from me, and they did receive Commiſſions 

from me; and by virtue of thoſe Commiſſions they 
chave acted, and all the Juſtices of the Peace that 
have acted, have ated by virtue of like Com- 
miſſions ; which was a little more than an implicit 

„Approbation. And I believe all the Juſtice ad- 

miniſtered in the Nation hath been by this Au- 
thority which alſo I lay before you, deſiring you 

* to think whether all theſe Perſons before - men- 


£> 
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. 


tioned muſt not come before. you for an Act of | 


Oblivion and general Pardon, wha have acted 


© under 


1654. 


„ 


— 
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| | Jater-regnum. © under, and- teſtified to, this Govetnmeat, if it 
| © be diſowned by ou. 


. 


I have two or three Witneſſes more, equiva- 
c lent to all theſe I have reckoned, if I be not miſ- 
© taken, and greatly miſtaken. - If I ſhould ſay, all 
« you that are here are my Witneſſes, I ſhould ſay 
© no Untruth. I know you are the ſame Perſons 
© here that you were in the Country: But I will 
© reſerve to ſpeak to this at the laſt ; for this will 
© be the Iſſue of my Speech. Fo W 

I fay, I have two or three Witneſſes that are 


more than all I have accounted and reckoned be- 


fore: For all the People in England are my Wit- 
t nefles, and in {reland and Scotland. All 


the Sheriffs in England are my Witneſſes; and 


Parliament. 


call that came in upon the Proceſs iſſued out by 


the Sheriffs are my Witneſſes; yea, the Returns 
s of the Elections to the Clerk of the Crown, not 


a Thing to be blown away with a Breath, the 
< Returns on the Behalf of the Inhabitants in the 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, all are my Wit- 
< neſles'of Approbation to the Condition and Place 
S I Sand 8 the nh ttt 4; . 
And 1 ſhall now make you my laſt Witneſſes, 
and aſk you whether you came not hither by my 
© Writs, directed to the ſeveral Sheriffs, and ſo to 
other Officers in Cities and Liberties, to which 


< the People gave Obedience; having alſo had the 


Act of Government communicated to them, to 


Which End great Numbers of Copies were ſent 


down, on purpoſe to be communicated to them; 
and the Government alſo required to be diſtinctly 
read unto. the People at the Place of Elections, 
© to avoid Surprizes; where alſo they ſigned the 


Indentute, with Proviſo, That the Perſons /o 


© choſen ſhould not have Power to alter the Govern- 
ment, as now ſettled in one fingle Perſon and a 


And thus I have made good my ſecond Aſſer- 
6 Gon 5 not Witneſs to myſelf; but the 
N People of England, and you all, are my 
5 Witneſſes. , f T0 . . 

3 Tea, 
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| © Yeay ſurely ; and this being - ſo, though I told Inier-regnum. 


you in my laſt Speech that you were a Free Par- 
« liament, yet I thought it was underſtood that I 
vas the Protector, and the Authority that called 
you; and that I was in Poſſeſſion of the Govern- 
ment by a good Right from God and Men. And, 
« ] believe, if the learnedſt Men in this Nation 
« were called to ſhew a Precedent ſo clear, ſo many 


Ways approving of a Government, they would 


not in all their h find it. : 

I did not, in my other Speech to you, take 
upon me to juſtify the Government in every Par- 
d © ticular, ad I told you the Reaſon of 'it, which 
vas plain: It was public, and had been long pub- 
© liſhed,” that it might be under the moſt ie 
Inſpection of all that pleaſed to peruſe it. 


0 IX what I have ſaid, I have approved myſelf 
© to 


od and my Conſcience in my Actions, and 

© in this Undertaking ; and I have given Cauſe of 

« approving myſelf to every one of your Conſcien- 
© ces in the Sight of God. | WH: 

If it be ſo, why ſhould we ſport with it? with 


© a Buſineſs thus ſerious? May not this Character, 


this Stamp, bear equal Poiſe with any Hereditary 
© Intereſt, which may have, and hath had, in the 
Common Law, Matters of Diſpute and Trial of 


Learning; wherein many have exerciſed more 


Wit, and ſpilt more Blood, than I hope ever to 
© live to ſee or hear of in this Nation? n 
I ſay, I do not know why I may not balance 
this Providence, as in the Sight of God, with an 
© Hereditary Intereſt, as being leſs ſubject to thoſe 
Cracks and Flaws that is commonly incident 
© unto; which Titles have coſt more Blood, in 
© former Times, in this Nation, than we have Lei- 
© ſure to ſpeak of now. SE STE 
© Now if this be thus, and Tam deriving a Title 
from God and Men, upon ſuch Accounts as theſe 
are; although ſome Men be froward, yet that 
| _ Judgments who are Perſons ſent from all 
Parts of the Nation, under the Notion of Ac- 
* \ | © ceptance 


1654. 


— — 
September, 


Inter-rernum. 
1654. 
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© ceptante” of the Government; . for to Wiſe! 
x N * not 0 en d ri 121m oy Wor 


A lamentary At uchority; eſpecially inthe Din: 


6 e Ne to the very Fümdamental 


© Thin 3 yea v againſt the 28 Root itſelf of this 


„all deal 


« Eſta do ſit, and nôt ou'n the Autho- 

« rity hy which "your ſit} is that which, I believe; 

« « aſioniſhet more Men than myſelf; and doch as 
angergliſly diſappoint and diſcompoſe the Na- 


8 rg 28 any” Thing could have been invented by 


Ebemy to df Feace and Welfare, or 
6 — well have happened. WIGAN N 
It is true, there are forke' Things in the Ela 
« bliſhment that are Fundamental, and ſome 
Things are not ſo, but are Circumſtantial: Of 
ſuch, n ion but T ſhall eaſily agree to vary 


or W out, as T ſhall be convinced by Reaſon. 


Some m7 rs Fundamentals, about which 1 
inly with — Theſe may not de 
parted with'; but will, I truſt, be delivered over 
© to Poſterity, as being ide Fruit of dur Blood 
c and Travel. 105 M0389 lets benni 
The Government by x fingle Perſon and à Par- 
< lament” is a Fundamental; it is the E/; it is 
Conſtitutive. And for the Perſon, though Im 


ſeem to plead for myſelf, yet I do not; no, not 


can any reaſonable Man ſay it: But, if the 
Things throughout this Speech be true, I plead 
© for this Nation, and all honeſt Men therein, who 
© have borne their Teſtimony as aforeſaid, and not 
for myſelf? And if Things ſhould do otherwiſe 
than well; which'I would not fear, and the com- 
© mon Enemy and difcontented Perſons take Ad- 
6 7 at theſe Diſtractions, the Iſſue will be put 
re God: Let him . or let him diſowen 


E as he pleaſes. 9 n 1 


In every Government chere ina be ſomewhat 


Fundamental, ſomewhat like a Augna Charta, 


that ſhoutd'be' ſtanding, and be unalterable. 

© Where there is a Stipulation on one Part, and that 

# Bm accepted, as appears by what hath been _ 
ſurely 


1 
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« ſurely a Return my ta bez, elſe.what does that 
« Stipylatiap ſignity f If I have, upon the [Terms 


« afgreſaidy undertaken. this great Ixruſt, and exer- 


ciſed. it, and, by it, called you, ſurely, it ought to 
ech, 1004 % 30) finger nov Ron; | 
Phat Parliaments ſhould not, make themſelves 


« perpetual; is a Fundamental. Of what Aſſurance 


is a Law to prevent ſo great, an Evil, if it; lie in 
one or the ſame Legiſlature to rie 


« Is this like to be laſting? It will be a Rope of 
Sand; it will give no Security ;, for the ſame Men 


* may unbuild what they have built. 


Is not Liberty of Conſcience in Religion a 
Fundamental? So long as there is Liberty of 
Conſcience for the Supreme Magiſtrate. to exer- 
« ciſe his Conſcience in ereting what Form of 
« Church-Government he is ſatisfied he ſhould ſet 


© up, why ſhould he not give it to others ? Liberty 


* 


© of Conſcience is a natural Right; and he that 
would have it, ought to give it; having Liberty 


to ſettle what he likes for the Public. 


© Indeed that hath been one of the Vanities. of 


© our! Conteſt: Every Se& faith, Oh! giye me Li- 
« berty. .\ But give him it, and, to his Power, he 


© will not yield it to any Body elſe. Where is our 
© Ingenuity | truly that is a Thing ought to be very 


© reciprocal. The Magiſtrate hath his Supre- 


. * macy;, and he may ſettle Religion according to 
© his. Conſcience. And I may ſay it to you: I can 


© ſay/it: All the Money of this Nation would not 
* baye. tempted Men to fight, upon ſuch an Ac- 
count as they have engaged, if they had not had 
Hopes of Liberty better than they had from Epiſ- 
© copacy, or than would have been afforded them 


from a Scots Preſbytery, or an Enxgliſb either; if 


it had made ſuch Steps, or been as ſharp and rigid, 
© as it threatened, when it was firſt ſet up. 


This, I fay, is a Fundamental. It ought to 


© be ſo: It is for us and the Generations to come. 


And if there be an Abſoluteneſs in the Impoſer, 


without fitting Allowances and Exceptions from 
the Rule, we ſhall have our People a 
: Wil- 


1 
= 


© upon the Supreme Officer in the ſaid Intervals, 
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Later-regnum. Wilderneſſes, as they were when thoſe poor and 
6. afflicted People, that forſook their Eſtates and In- 

„ © heritances here, where they lived plentifully and 
< comfortably, for the Enjoyment of their Liber- 


© ty, were neceſſitated to go into a vaſt howling 
Wilderneſs in New-England ; where they have, 
© for Liberty's Sake, ſtript themſelves of all their 
Comfort, and the full Enjoyment they had, em- 
< bracing rather Loſs of Friends, and Want, than 
© to be fo enſnared and in Bondage. 
Another, which I had forgotten, is the Militia; 
< that is judged a Fundamental, if any Thing be 
*ſo. That it ſhould be well and equally placed, 
is very neceſſary; for put the abſolute Power of the 
< 'Militra into one without a Check, what doth it 
© anſwer? I pray you, what Check is there put 
upon your perpetual Parliaments, if it be wholly 
< ftript of this? It is equally placed, and Deſires 
< were to have it ſo, viz. in one Perſon, and the 
Parliament, fitting the Parliament. What ſigni- 
< fies a Proviſion againſt perpetuating of Parlia- 


ments, if this be fo 0 in them? Whether, with- 


< out a Check, the Parliament have not Liberty to 
© alter the Frame of Government to Ariſtocraſy, to 
© Demorraſy; to Anarchy, to any Thing, if this be 
fully in them? Vea, into all Confuſion, and that 
without Remedy? And if this one Thing be 
placed in one, that one, be it Parliament, be it a 
Supreme Governor, they or he hath Power to 
make what they pleaſe of all the reſt. 
Therefore, if you would have a Balance at all, 
© and that ſome Fundamentals muſt ſtand, which 
+ may be worthy to be delivered over to Poſterity, 
truly, I think, it is not unregſonably urged, that 
© the Militia ſhould be diſpoſed, as it is laid down 
<.in the Government; and that it ſhould be ſo e- 
« qually placed, that one Perſon, neither in Parlia- 
© ment, nor out of Parliament, ſhould have the 
© Power of ordering it. The Council are the Tru- 
© ſtees of the Commonwealth, in all Intervals of 
© Parliaments, who have as abſolute a Negative 


- 
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« as the Parliament hath whilſt it is ſitting. | It Inter-regnums. 


© cannot be made Uſe of, a Man cannot be raiſed, 


© nor a Penny charged upon the People; nothing 
done without Conſent of Parliament: And, in 


© the Intervals of Parliment, without Conſent of 
© the Council, it is not to be exerciſed. * | 
Give me Leave to ſay, That there is very lit- 
© tle Power, none but what is Co-ordinate in the 
Supreme Officer; and yet enough in him that 
© hath the Chief Government in that particular: 
He is bound in Strictneſs by the Parliament; and 
* out of Parliament, by the Council, that do as 


© abſolutely bind him as the Parliament doth when 


the Parliament is fitting. | 

For that of Money; I told you ſome Things 
© are Circumftantials; as to have 200,000. to de- 
© fray Civil Officers, to pay the Judges and other 
Officers, defraying the Charges of the Council, 
in ſending their Embaſſies, in keeping Intelligence, 
and doing that which is neceſſary, and for ſupport- 


1654+ 
— 


© ing the Governor in Chief: All this is, by the In- 


ſtrument, ſuppoſed and intended: But it is not of 
the Ee ſo much, and ſo limited, as ſo: many Sol- 


© diers are, that is 20,000 Foot and 10,000 Horſe: 


Vet, if the Spirits of Men be compoſed, 5000 
© Horſe and 10,000 Foot may ſerve. heſe 
Things are between the Chief Officer and the 
' 3 8 to be moderated as Occaſion ſhall 
c er. IF . 1 

So there are many other circumſtantial Things, 
which are not like the Laws. of the Medes. and 
© Perſians : But the Things which ſhall be neceſ- 


* ſary to deliver over to Poſterity, theſe ſhould be 


* unalterable; elſe every ſucceeding Parliament will 
be diſputing to change and alter the Government, 
* and we ſhall be as often brought into Confuſion 
© as We. have Parliaments, and ſo make our Re- 
* medy our Diſeaſe. The Lord's Providence, ap- 
* pearing Evils, appearing Good, and better Judg- 
* ment, will give Occation for the ardering of 

* Things for the beſt Intereſt of the People 2 
| | © thols 
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September. 


| you and me. ' wp LP | IN ü 
have indeed almoſt tired m ich 
I bave further to fay is this, Töuld it ! Hat 
been. needful for "me to have Filled you hither to 
© have(expoſtulated theſe Things with' you, a 
© fuch'a Manner as this is; but Necefhry ha 
„Law. FPeigned Nukefltes, Ams Ne 
ties, are thẽ greateſt Cozenage that Men ca 


eſli- 


put 


upon the Providence of Göd, and make Pre- 


© tences to break known Rules by. But it is as 
legal, and as carnal, and as ſtupid, to think that 
there ate no Neceffities that are manifeſt Neceſ- 
ſities, becauſe Neceſſities may be abuſed of feign- 
ed; and, truly, I ſhbuld be fo, if I ſhould thmk 
ſo ; and I hope none of ybu think fo. 
I fay; that the wilful Throwings-away of this 
Government, ſuch as it is, fo owned by God, 
< ſo/ approved by Men, fo'teſtified to, in tlie Fun- 
« damentals of it, as is before mentioned, and that 
in relation to the Good of theſe Nations and Po- 
48 ;, Jean ſooner be willing to be rolled into 
© my Grave, and buried with Infamy, char I can 
give my Conſent unto. e 
Fou have been called hither together to {ave a 
Nation; Nations. You had the beft ih e 
© indeed in the Chriſtian World in your Ttuſt. 
© when you came hither: You had Affairs and 
< theſe Nations delivered over to you in Peace ind 
< Quietneſs : You were, and we all were, put into 
© an - uninterrupted Poffefion, Nobody making 
Title to us: Through the Bleſſing of God our 
< Enemies were hopeleſs and ſcattered: We had 
Peace at home; begs almoſt with all Neigh- 
© bours round about; tit to take Advantages where 
© God did adminiſter them. 
To have our Peace and Intereſt, that had thoſe 
Hopes the other Day, thus ſhaken, and under 
* ſuch a Confuſion, and we rendered hereby almoſt 
© the Scorn and Contempt of thoſe Strangers that 
are amongſt us to negotiate their M 9 Af- 
| 6 fairs; 
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| Bye hem rtunity to ſee Na- 
Fn UP 12 1 2 eople 2 have al, un- 


{ = 1 0 e and unhinged 
2 


as if, 95 ing, iviſion, and Confution 
Fe 755 u as if it were deſired, which 
nels agues God ordinarily Jays upon 
lations 15 175 9 be loath to fay theſe are 
Latterꝭ of our Delight; but, if not, why not the 
7 855 of our Care, ſo wiſely as we ought by ut- 


© termoſt Endeavours to avoid? Nay, when by ſuch 


c Actions as theſe are, theſe poor Nations ſhall be 
* thrown. into Heaps of Confuſion, through Blood, 
© and; Ruin, and Trouble, upon the ſaddeſt Ac- 
© count, that ever was, if Breaking ſhould come 
« upon; us, and all becauſe we would not ſettle 


© when we might; when God put it into our 


« Hands ! Your Affairs nom almoſt ſettled every 
© where; and to have all recoil upon us, and we 
« ourſelves ſhaken in our Affections, looſened from 
cali own and public Intereſts, as I have men- 
55 5 yous MR Al anſwer for theſe 'Things 
od ha can, anſwer for theſe Things to 
God, or to Men? To the People that ſent you 
ider, who look'd for Refreſhment from you; 
© who look'd for nothing but Peace, and Quiet- 


. Fr and. Reſt, and Settlement? And when we 


come to give an Account to them, we ſhall 
157 able to ſay, Oh! we have quarrelled for, and 
0 we conteſted for, the Liberty of England; where- 
in, forſooth, for the Liberty of the People? I 
« appeal to the Lord, that the Peſires and Endea- 
vours, and the Thi themſclves, will ſpeak for 
« themſelves; that the iberty of England, the Li- 
© berty of the People, the avoiding. of. tyrannous 
Impoſitions, either upon Men, — ly or Chri- 
* {tians as Chriſtians, is made fo ſafe by this Act 
3 bv” hg that it wil ſpeak ſufficiently for 
© itle 14 
And when it ſhall oer what hath been nid 


Aud done, and what our 1 have been; 
0 * God can diſcover, and no Privilege will hin- 


, 


«© der 


V1 
% 


. . , 
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| Inter-regnum. ©. der the Lord from diſcovering, no Privilege or 
165+ ů Condition of Men can hide from the Lord; he 
aan, and will, make all manifeſt, if he ſee it for 
= Ow < his Glory. And: when theſe ſhall, by the Provi- 
| © dence of God, be manifeſted, and the People ſhall 
come and ſay, Gentlemen, what Condition are 
ve in? We hoped for Light, and behold Darx- 
© nefs, obſcure Darkneſs. We hoped: For Reſt, 
_ © after ten Years Civil Wars, but are plunged into 
< deep Confuſion again. Aye, we know theſe Con- 
< ſequences will come upon us, if God Almighty 
© ſhall not find out ſome Way to prevent them. 
< I had this Thought within myſelf, that it had 
© not been diſhoneſt, nor diſhonourable, nor againſt 
<.true Liberty, no not of Parliaments, when a Par- 
© liament was ſo: choſen, in Purſuance of, in Con- 
© formity. to, and with ſach an Approbation 2nd 
<. Conſent to the Government, ſo that he that runs 
© might read by what Authority you came hither, 
| ti that an Owning of your Call, and of the Aptho- 
; © rity bringing you hither, might have been re- 
< quired before your Entrance into the Houſe; but 
< this was declined, and hath not been done, be- 
© cauſe I am perſuaded ſcarce any Man could rea- 
< ſonably doubt you came with contrary Minds. 
And l have Reaſon to believe the People that ſent 
© you leaſt doubted thereof at all; and therefore I 
© muſt deal plainly with you: What I forbore up- 
con a juſt Confidence at firſt, you neceſſitate me 
© unto now; that ſeeing the Authority calling 
is ſo little valued, and ſo much ſlighted, till ſome 
© ſuch Aſſurance be given and made known, that 
< the Fundamental Intereſt of the Government be 
© ſettled and approved, according to the Proviſo 
< contained in the Return, and ſuch a Conſent teſ- 
© tified as will make it appear, that the fame is ac- 
_ © cepted, I have cauſed a Stop to be put to your 
© Entrance into the Parliament-Houſe. ty 
I am ſorry, I am ſorry, and I could be ſorry 
© to the Death, that there is Cauſe for this: But 
*. there is Cauſe, and it Things be not ſatisfied that 


© are. 
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{2 „ e famanyed. * my Part, ſhall a” 
do that which becomes me, ſeeking my Cos 
. Wan 
; + There is therefore ſomewhat to be offered to 
« you, that, I hope, will anſwer, being underſtood 
with the Qualifications that I have told you of; 
«© reforming Circumſtantials, and agreeing in the 
« Subſtance and Fundamentals, which is the Go- 
« vernment ſettled, as it is expreſſed in the Inden- 
«© tures, not to be altered. The 9 your Minds 
© known in that, by giving your Aſſent and Sub- 
« ſcription to it, is that which will let you in to act 
thoſe Fhings as a Parliament, which are for the 
Good of the People. And this Thing ſhewed to 
© you, and ſigned as aforeſaid, doth determine the 
« Controverſy, and may give a happy Progreſs and 
Iſſue to this Parliament. 
' © The Place where * may come thus and ſign, 
© as many as God ſhall make free thereunto, is in 
© the Lobby without the Parliament-Door. 
The Hake doth declare, that you have 
© a Legiſlative Power without a Negative from me. 
As the Government doth expreſs you may make 
any Laws, and if I give not my Conſent within 
2 Days to the paſſing your Laws, they are, 
© ipſo Fats, Laws, whether I conſent or no, if not 
© contrary to the Government. You have an abſo- 
© lute Legiſlative Power in all things that can poſ- 
| © ſibly concern the Good and Intereſt of the Public; 
© and, I think, you may make theſe Nations happy 
© by this Settlement; and T, for my Part, ſhall be 
willing to be bound more than am, in any Thing 
© that may be convinced of may be for the Good of 
© the People, in Preſervation of the Cauſe and Inte 
© reſt ſo long contended for.” | 


The Lord Protector having thus fairly told the 
Parliament what they were to expect, the Mem- 
bers returned to their Houſe, where they found a 
Guard, placed.to prevent their Re-entry, till ſuch 
Time as they had ſubſcribed the following Recog- 
nition; a Copy of which, ingrofſed on Parchment, 

Vor. XX. Aa' was 


* 


* A 
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deter ru. was laid Upon 4 Table in the Lobby for that Pur- 


K 82983 nber. We | . oy - a |; = | * Y { p . 
. "__ d. hereby freely promiſe and engage to be true 


| they and faithful to the Lord Protector, and the Com- 
| ſubſcribe a Re- otra of England, Scotland, and Ireland; and 
— the Fall fut, according to the Tenor of the Indenture 
mtg gr whereby am returned io ſerve in this preſent Par- 
Perſon and a Par- iamant, propoſe, or give my Conſent, to alter the Go- 


lament, vernment, as it is ſettled in One Perſon and a Par- 
liament. ELF. | by 4 
4 rene * 2 ' | a * 
The Speaker and about 130 Members more ſub- 
ſcribed this gs apr forthwith, and reſumed 
. their Seats in the Hodſe: And then, on account of 


© next Day being the Faſt, adjourned to the 14th. 


Not the leaſt Notice is taken of this high In- 

fringement of the Liberties of Parliament in the 

: ournals And the only Entry made therein on 
7 the Y2th (the Day that Cromwel! put this Force 
upon the Members) is the Adjournment to the 

14th.” In the Proceedings of which Day we find a 

Vote of the Houſe, that ſeems to have been paſs'd 

with no other Intent than to explain away, in great 

. Meaſure, the Recognition they had been conipell'd 
TN % RAS 

© Refotved, That ſome Members of the Houſe 


the preſent Debate and Senſe of the Houle, for fut- 

ther Satisfaction in reference to the Subſcription, 

to prepare ſomew hat to be offered to them for their 

| ſurther Conſideration. ' Soon alter the Lore Com- 
| mifficner-1/bithecke, from the ſaid Committee, re- 
ported a Paper, containing theſe Words, vis. 

The Parliament doth declare, That the Re- 

cbgnition of the Government by the Members of 

this Parliament, in the Words following, v:z. 

[Here follows the Form as oe given] doth not 
comprehend, nor ſhall be conſtrued to comprehend, 

therein the whole Government, conſiſting of forty- 

two Afticles 3 but that the ſame doth only 1 4 

WH. by hy N 


S - 


f 


be appointed immediately ts withdraw ; and, upon 
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what concerns the Government of the Common- Inter-regnum. 


wealth, by a . Perſon and fucceſiye Parlia- 
ments. 

This Declaration being Geral: Tim 1 in 
the Houſe, was, upon the Queſtion, paſſẽd, wich- 
out any Diviſion, and: ordered to be forthwith 
printed and publiſhed : And the ſame Day the Re- 
cone! was ſubſcribed by 1931 Members more. 


| Pi abe Parkemene hod been coipelled,: by 
Force of Arms, to ſign the Recognition required 
by Cromwell; which is the Reaſon, probably, why 
he whole TranſaQon of the 12th, relating to his 
Highneſs's Speech; the Guard ſet upon the Door 
of the Houſe to prevent their Re- entry; and the 
Subſcription made on the 12th and 14th, are 
. wholly omitted in the Fournals; yet it ſeems, by 
thoſe Authorities, as if the Members were deſirous 
to put the beſt Face they could upon the Matter, 
and fave their own Honour by repreſenting that to 

the Public as the Reſult of their Choice, which was 
ie iner Effect of Neceflity : For, ? 


Sept. 18. The Houſe reſolved, 6 That all per- 


ſons returned, or who ſhall be returned, to ſerve 
in this Parliament, ſhall, before they be admitted 


to fit in the Houſe, ſubſcribe the Recognition of 
the Government; and that it be done in the Pre- 
ſence. of any two Members who had ſubſcribed it 
before.” | E 151 +8 , 

The next Thing done was to read a Declara- 
tion for obſerving another Day of ſolemn Humilia- 
tion. Whether the ſecret Motive for this Faſt was 


to requeſt the Aſſiſtance of Heaven to protect them 


from Cromwel!'s farther Infringement of their Pri- 


_ vilegeszor to implore the Divine Mercy upon them- 


| ſelves for thus ſubſcribing a Promiſe to ſupport 


what it appears; by the followin 8 moſt 
of them meant — — w not: 
public;Reaſons they gave for appointing a ſecond 


appear 


| General * will beft 
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inter regnum· appear by the Declaration itſelf; which paſs d 
e. by the Houſe, a Committee was appointed to at- 
— tend the Lord Protector therewith. And the next 
September. Day the Earl of Saliſbury having reported his High- 
neſs's Concurrence,” the Declaration was n 


e 1 and-publiſhed is lolows: | 
+ 
n | "HO'is fuch a — 6s 
elaration, with C that hath not taken Natice of the great 


n God hath brought to paſs amongſt us b 
— 'c his E kh rotor — What — . 
h hath had God more nigh unto them, than 
< the Lord our God hath been to us, in all Things 
we have called unto him for? Aſk of the Days 
that are paſt, which have been before us in theſe 
' < latter Ages, whether there has been any ſuch 
Thing as thoſe many Bleſſings and ſignal Deli- 
verances vouchſafed to us from his oẽn Hand, in 
« Anfwer to the Voice of Tears nn chat 
r RES 4 1 
+ Buez in the mean while, this is "Matter of 
at Lamentation; whilſt God, by a continual 
6 IE of his Loving-kindnefles and Providences, 
< hath-multiplied Mercies and Forgiveneſſes to us, 
< we of theſe Nations, inſtead of an anfwerable 
Return of Thankfulneſs and Obedience, have, 
© as the higheſt Aggravation of our Sin, ee 
our Provocatiops againſt him; | 
Ilsa that general Ignorance, Unthankfulnek, 
© and Unfruitfulneſs, under all thoſe Dews of Grace 
0 * and Goſpel-Mercies ; 
In not — fully, to this very Day, 
© our'Calamities to have come upon us from the 
_ < Hands of God alone, provoked by us, who uſeth 
2 what Inftruments he'pleaſeth to execute his in- 
don; 5 
e unten as danse ov Cu 
« oo upon our Thighs with Ephraim, in the Senſe 
of our own Iniquities, and of the Patience and 
© forbearing Mercies of our Heavenly Father; 
In that Os ſenſual, — formal, and 


a ee. wad nn ka- 


* ting 


ting the Power of Godlineſs, and deſpiſing the true Inter-regnum. 


Proſeſſots thereof, for having the Image of God 
upon them; and others, by being looſe in their 
Opinions and Practices, have turned the Grace 
of God into Wantonneſ;; *: 
- © In that great Neglect and Want of Zeal and 
« Courage in Magiſtrates, and other Officers and 
© Perſons therein concerned, to ſuppreſs Enormi- 
| © ties, in Conſcience to perform the Duty incum- 
bent upon them to God and Man. 
All which, with other the crying Sins of theſe 
© three Nations, call aloud upon us, that as we are 
© now united to be one Commonwealth under one 
© Government, ſo having been ſinful and Sufferers 
together, we would, with one Heart and Lip, be 
perſuaded to unite in our humble and ſerious 
* Addreſſes and Supplications to Almighty God: 
That the Fruit of all our Mercies might not 
be, with Jeſurun, to kick or to be found Fight- 
< ers againſt him, nor Oppoſers of his Will, as if 
we were preſerved to-cemmit yet more Abomi- 
nations: 3, 29 I in 
That we may wreftle and prevail with him for 
Pardon and Removal of our Darkneſs, Vanities, 
« Blaſphemies, . and Profaneneſs, with all that 
+ Worldly-mindedneſs, Formality, and other Abo- 
minations, which are yet found amongſt us under 
the glorious Light of the Goſp e! 
e as God hath deen pleaſed to make 
Choice of © theſe Iſlands, wherein to manifeſt 
many great and glorious Things, ſo. he would 
© anſwerably make us a choſen ration, and a 
© peculiar | that, in Thankfulneſsto-him, 
and Example to others, we might ſhew forth his 
© Praiſes who hath ſeparated us from other Nations, 
and called us out of Darkneſs into his Light! * 
That God would now ſpeak with à ſtrong 
Fand to quiet the Spirits of Men that are apt to 
* murmur, by cauſing them clearly to ſee where 
che true an aden Intereſt of Chriſtians lieth, 
© and that in keeping cloſe thereunto is wrapt up 
© their Safety; that ſo, when he uttereth his Voice, 
7 1 Aa 3 | «all 
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Jater-regnum. * all Fleſh may be ſilent before him, and know 
1654. that he is raiſed out of his holy Habitation: 
yr. wi :.-+/Fhat'tho' he bath had juſt Cauſe. to be angry 
With us for our Murmurings, Backſlidings, and 

© other Iniquities, and hath therefore ſmitten us, yet 
© that he would now heal us, and reſtore Comfort 

to us and our Mourner  _ . 

and eſpecially that God would enable the 
6 < Rulers of theſe Nations, now. in Conſultation 

about their Peace, Settlement, and Welfare, to 

proceed with Faithfulneſs, Zeal, Wiſdom, and 

<. Union, to fulfill the End of their being call'd to- 

+ gether; and to be ſuch, and do ſuch Things for 

© the Intereſt of Chriſt and his Members, and for 

"Is * the Good of all the, People, as they ought, and 
Das he bath promiſed. Governors ſhould. be, and 
< do, in Subſerviency to thoſe glorious Ends; That 
< fo, at laſt, through the Goodneſs and Mercy of 

< our God, theſe three Nations, after ſo great and 
various Revolutions, may be eſtabliſhed. together 

upon the ſure Foundations of Truth, Rigbteouſ- 

J ʒĩͤꝗV“ g een 

II It is therefore declared by his Highneks the Lord 

' Protector, and the Parliament of the Common- 

| wealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, That, 
© © for the Ends and Purpoſes afoxeſaid, they appoint 
© Wedneſday, the 11th of OGober next, for a Day of 

* ſolemn Humiliation and ſeeking the Face of God, 

-< thro*:the Mediation of Chri/t, in all Places with- 

in England and Scotland; and M edneſday, the firſt 

: Day of Novemher next, in all Places in Ireland. 
And do therefore hereby incite and encourage all 
uch hoſe Hearts God ſhall perſuade and make 
_ © ſenſihle of their „ and of the Common- 
- +:wealdy's. preſent Condition, that the reſpective 
Days aforeſaid he ſet apart by them ſor the Pur- 
- + poles. aforeſaid : + Whereof the Minifters and 
Preachers of the reſpective Pariſhes and Congre- 


* - * 
<-gations are to take Notice. 
ern oy 1&% rn 
gs þ. ! 5 8 0 165 44212 HENRY SCOBELL, 
. | » * - 
41 90199, Net of ile Parkament. 
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The Clerk of the Parliament having? by Order 1ater-regnum. 


of the Houſe, brought in the original Record of the 
Government of the Commonwealth, as it had been 
drawn up by the Protector and his Council, it was 
read, and the Debate upon it ordered to begin on 

the — Accordingly the firſt Article of It was 
read in a Committee of the whole Houſe, and de- 


1654 
Ly 


q N - 
= 
- 


bated” all that Day; and it was agreed to beg 

with it again the next; Morning; and thus the The . 
bate continued on each particular Article, de Die on the Coen. 
4 —— all the reſt of this Month, without Co- went. 


to any Reſolution about it, 

18 is Pity the Speeches made on this Occaſion 
were not preſerved at Length, that the preſent Age 
might have ſeen what Sort of Courtiers and Anti- 
Courtiers were then exiſting. But nothing of this 


Nature being now extant, what ſmall ains 


there are can only be'pick'd out of the Journaliſts 
and other Contemporary Writers of theſe Times. 
During the Time of this grand Debate on 
ts important Articles, "few other Things of 
vere done, except that 4 Bill had been 
— 1. bor appointing a Recognition of the 
preſent Goyernment, to be; ſubſcribed by Mem- 
| bers of Parliament; which; on the 25th, was read 
a ſecond Time, and committed to a large 
Number of the Members to report their Opinion 
of it's the Houſe, Daus we hear no mote of i it. 


| Oatcher. This Month 4 as the laſt ended, 

with the, Debate on the Goyernment, which 
| was catried on from Day to Day, and nothing 
| ky: ſe done Tay regula gh Returns of ſome Elec- 
tions; orderi ing a Pill for the Reduction of the 
Forces by Land and Sea; and refernn = late 
- Ordinance, for regulatin and en he Turiſ- 
_ difffion of, the Court bf 055 cery, and th attefs 
therein, to e tices Nay, fo | bent Was the 
Houſę to bring this rand Affair of 8 47 — to 
"i Concluſion, that, on the 14 a Queſtion' being 


| put. that the s fo whe 6 the Chair two Days 
g euer y 


wn 
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very Week, on other Buſineſs, it pi in the 
ane without 8 er nah! 0 


8 „ anne 
. O. 10. Ni Foul — folyed. to FORE * their | 
Conſideration the Ordinances made by the Lord 
Pratetor and his Council, and (referred. it /to a 
Fong, es to review them 22 together with ſuch 
Laws, e 5 Acts as had been made by 
e late Par liament, from the 3d of Fuly, 1653, to 
the 16 of Di tc n following. , HAY art 4 omb Ly 
The Houſe ſtill 1 dee their Debate upon the 
Government. M Mr. Whitlacke writes, That on 
the 19th the Diſpute was, Whether. the Gavern- 
ment 1 in a Single Pexſon,; as Protector of the Com- 
monwealth, 45 be Elective or Hereditary; 
Wbich is confirmed by the Letters of the French 
and Dutch: Ambaſſadors, . about this Time u, to 
their reſpeRive Courts ; Theſe 2 orities inform 
us, That, in this Debate, Major- General Lambert, 
in a long Speech, endeavoured to perſuade the Par- 
liament that it was neceſſary to make the Office of 
Protector Hereditary; but that, upon the Que- 
ſtion being put, it paſſed in the Negative by 200 
againſt 60; which y ſurpriaed the Public and 
the Family of the Lord Protector, who thou 6 
. himſelf ſure, the Day before, of perpetuatin 
Dignity. to bis own Iſſue.— But we find no 
ok of any ſuch Debate or Fn in the Four- 
Ko .* n 86 T% 


0. 24. A Letter "Eh the 41 pfots dor, 
touching a. Officers he had named, for their Ap- 
Pann, being read in the Houſe, 2271 voted, 
| the Parliament did approve of Charles Flect- 
- wood, Eſq. , to, be Deputy of Jreland; Bulfirode 
; Whitlache, E 1. Sir Thomas Widdrin ngton,. one 
at Law, and bn. Liſl, Eg 1 T cos 
_ miffioners for the Great Leal and * 
of the Treaſury; Henry Rolle, Eſq; to be "or 
g ie 
A mA Laws from M. 4. Bordeaux to Count Niese and from 


. and Sen to the States General. 
5 . © Thurloe, Vol. II. p · 681, 4, $o 


* 


F 


+ ac6ks.occas;.7 


ward Montague and William Sydenham, Eſq"*. to 8 
be Commiffioners of the Treaſury. — 
f 4 * eng 230I3TYP * , ded a. ** 


* 
. 4 


- November. The Houſe went on ſtill with their 
Debates on Government, no other Buſineſs of an 
Conſequence, W nor uy made tl 
the 7th of this Month; when Mr, Hoſkins deli- 
vered in the following Reſolutions 1 
At the Committee of the wholt "Hauſe: upon the 
Government, September 19, 1 54 bes 
_ © Reſolved, That the Supreme Legillative Autho- 
rity of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belong- 
ing, is and doth reſide in One Perſon and the People 
altimbled in Parliament; with this Declaration, 
That this Vote ſhall not be prejudicial to any fur- 
ther Debate or, Reſolution, touching the Remain- 
der of the forty=two Articles 
© Reſolved, That the 756 of ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland. 4 . 
Feptember 20, 1654. ; 
© Reſolved, That Oliver Cromwell, Captain- 
General of the Forces of England, Scotland, and 
Treland, is and ſhall be Lord Protector of the 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and the Dominions thereunto belonging, for his 


n N pop og 

« Reſolved, That a Parliament ſhall be ſum- 
moned once in eyery third Year, to be accounted 
from the Diflolution of the next preceding Parlia- 
ment,” 3 BE $193 g 7 wag 

We do not find that theſe Reſolutions, were con- 
firm'd by the Houſe this Day : They were inter- 
rupted by one Col. Shapcet, a Member, who com- 
pond of, and delivered into the Houſe, a printed 

amphlet, intitled, The Speech of Col. Shapcot, a 
Knight of Devonſhire. On the 45 A. which 
the Houſe voted. it to be treacherous, falſe, ſcan- 
dalous, and ſeditious ; and afterwards 3 * 
0 


i the Committee for kee t 1 ire 155 the Au- 


Wenden. wit 


por" The Parliqmentary His roRVY 
Toter-regnum. Word. treacherous i into treaſynable. They ordered 


this Pamphlet 
great Strietneſs J N Werne "what they found 
to the Houſe. 


Mou. 10. "Now comes on a ſtrog | Conteſt be- 
tween the Prate@or's Party and the Republicans, 
* the firſt of the foregoing Reſolutions and the 


— a of, 5 "Peters." and Publ 


1 at the End.o 0 15 62 this Day. © the 
1 at the Supreme Legiſlative 
Quran Ke Conde wealth of England, 
; W "and / reland, and the Dominions there- 
7 „ is and Wall reſide in one Single 
Pee Fig People afſembled in Parliament; 
42 th ele Wards be 7 75 to that Queſtion, 
1 That vil Bills 7755 1. the Parliament ſhall 
4 preſen nted to the Lord ProteQtor for bis Con- 
And, in 255 3 {hall not give his Conſent 
« thiereunts Within” twenty Days after they ſhall be 
+ preſented to bim, 0 ive Satisfaction to the Par- 
i 0 e within the Ai Fe ſuc Bills 
© ſhall nt into and become Laws, altho h he 
© ſhall not conkeot © thereunto. Provided that ſuch 
ills contain nothing in them contrary to ſuch 
4 ee e the Palmen malle Jun fit to 
ive a Negative to the 7 Protector,“ it * 
8 "ca ed, in the Affirmative, ainſt 85; 
arles We! Ielry, and 128 57 IM be being Tellers 
or the latter”; W yon Onſloto and Cer. greed 
or th r5 but the Houſe calling to have the 
505 Us again, another Debate 1805 a the 
eſtion 18 42 b Whattier Candles ſhould be 
ugh in ? the Houſe divided into Yeas 8 '5 * 
3. and, Candles were broyght in accordit 


The V ote being pow 11 ht: 100 og 
At 


204 


were taken to ſome W. it, and 
. typ at laſt ir was reſolyed, That inſtead of theſe 
ords in t fame Vate, "the Lord Protector, the 

aid Wings Perf "rh WL be inferted : 


1 the 


d the Queſtion be ing 


Was, I Per lane hall 


77 


nſtead of theſe 
ehink ft . 
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Negative to the Lord Protector, theſe Words be in- 1 
ſerted, wherein the Single Perſon and a Parliament 
Hall declare a Negative to be in the. ſaid Single Per- 
/on : But it growing very late, the Debate was ad- 
journed to next Morning; when both thefe Alte- 
rations were agreed to without any Diviſion ; and 
then the whole Vote ſtood thus: 
_ © Reſolved, That the Supreme Legiſlative Au- 
thority of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Treland, and the Dominions thereunto belong- 
ing, is and ſhall reſide in One Perſon and tbe P | 
alemdled in Parliament ; and that all Bills agreed 
unto by the Parliament, ſhall be preſented 'ta the 
ſaid Single Perſon for his Conſent: And in cafe he 
ſhall not give his Conſent thereunto within twenty 
Days after they ſhall be preſented to him, ' or give 
Satisfaction to the Parliament within the Time li- 
mited, that then ſuch Bills ſhall paſs into and be- 
come Laws, altho' he ſhall not conſent thereunto. 
Provided ſuch Bills contain nothing in them con- 
trary to ſuch Matters wherein the Single Perſon 
and a Parliament ſhall declare a Negative to be 


©. ©# 


in the ſaid Single Perſon.” 


The Houſe went on ſtill in their Debates on 
this Affair; and, on the 14th, came to another 
Reſolution, That if any Bill be tendeted, at any 
Time hereafter, to alter the Foundation and Con- 
ſtitution of the Government of this Common- 
wealth, from a Single Perſon and-a Parliament, 
that to ſuch Bills the Single Perſon ſhall have a 
Win. forms it N 

he next Day they voted again, That if any 
Bills ſhall be tendered, at any Time hereafter, 
for the Continuance of any Parliament for = 
longer Time than for fix Months after the fir 
Meeting, that _ Bills ſhall not become Laws, 
without the Conſent of the Single Perſooon. 

However, on the-16th, and ſome Days follow- 
ing, Cromwel/'s Party carried their Point in the 
Houſe, and bad the Words Single Perſon changed 
for Protector, &c. by the following 2 4 N 

| | 1. 1 hat 


Rd 


380 The Parlianentery HisTory 


1 That the Style of ſuch Single Perſon ſhall 
be Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of Eng- 


— land, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions. - 


thereunts belonging. CE a Ca rea 
2. That Oliver Cremwell; Capthin-General of 


the Forces of England, Scotland; and Ireland, is 
and ſhall be Lord ector of the Cominonwealth 
_ of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Domi- 


nions thereto belonging, for his Life" And that, 
by Conf ent of Parliament, if then ſitting, and not 
iſe, ne ſhall” diſpoſe of and employ the 
Porees of this Commonwealth, by Sea and and, 
for the Peace and Good of Ko ſame, © | 
3. That the Lord Protector for the Time be. 
inghall be #fiſted by a Council, © 
4. That ſuch of the ſtanding Forces of this 


Commonwealth, as ſhall be agreed to be conti- 


nued upon the Charge of the Commonwealth, in 
the Intervabof Parliament; ſhall be ordered and Gil. 
of for the Ends afoteſaid, in ſuch Intervals, 
the preſent Lord Protector during his Life, by 
andwith the Advi bbc of the ſaid Coun- 
cil, 'and not the e. And, „ 
| 5. „That after his Death, in the "WT of 
Parliament, the Forces ſhalt be ordered by the ſaid 
Council, for the ſame Ends; untill a Parliament 
be afſembled;; who is then to diſpoſe of the faid 
Feen ſhall think fit.“ 

Thus did the Houſe go drudgi ne be Day 
46 Day, in ſettling their new orm of Govern- 
ment; the Protector or's Party carrying a Queſtion 
one Pine; ; the Republicans another; ; and ſo on, 
vice verſa, The Fournali are very intricate and 
dark in deſcribing theſe various Proceedings. 
What Plan of Government was attempted to bc 
eſtabliſhed will beſt appear ſrom the following Re- 


c Tolutions," „ ere, in euch pa” to Debate. 


Nov. 35 Riſobved; ; Thar the Laney: of this 


4 * mall not be altered, ſuſpended, 


abrogated, or repealed, nor any new Law made, 


nor * Tax, Charge, or Impoſicton laid upon the 
pp People, 
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People, but by Sanz Canan of the People aſ- 
r FDF BY a7 
ie n eee, ras 

Nov. 24- After che "et Ba bad 
Form of an Oath to be.adminiſtered to the Lord 
Protector, and another for his Council, aß agreed 
* Committee of the Whole Houſe, it was 
reiorv RT . 

* $ Tnat a Parliament ba ſummoned to — 
and ſit at Meſiminſter, the third Aenda of Oc: 
tober, 1656 alſo upon the third Manday in Ocla- 
ber, 1659; and likewiſe on the third Aonday in 
October every third Year ſucceſſiveaxyxy,7y 
2. That neither this preſent Parliament, nor 
the Parliament which ſhall be ſummoned to meet 
on the third Monday of October, 1656; nor the Par- 
liament that ſhall be ſummoned to mect on the 
third Monday of Oclober, 1659; nor any ſucceed- 
ing Triennial Parliament ſhall, during the Time 
of ſix Months from-the Day of their firſt 
be adjourned, ptorogued, or diſſolved, without 
their own Conſent; nor have Power to continue 
to ſit above ſix Months, without the Lord Protec- 
tor's Conſent, to be by Act of Parliament; in 
which Act there ſhall be a limited Time for their 
ſitting, not exceeding three Months. 

3. That the Lord Protector, with the Advice 
of the major Part of the Council, ſhall, at any 
other Time than is before expreſſed, when the Ne- 
ceſſities of the State ſhall require it, ſummon Par- 
liaments in Manner hereby expreſſed; which.ſhall 
not be adjourned, prorogued, or diſſolved, without 
their own Conſent, during the firſt three Months of 
their fitting ; nor ſhall have Power to continue to 
lit beyond that Time, without the Conſent of the 
Lord Protector, to be by Act of Parliament; in 
which Act there ſhall — a limited Time for their 
ſitting, not exceeding one Month : Provided, That 
ſuch Parliament ſhall end and be determined before 
the ſummoning ſuch Parliaments as are before 


oP . 
That 


* 


n 
= 
| | 
16 g * 
— % * 
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. That the Summons to Parliament ſhall be 
by Writ, under the Great Seal of England, directed 
to the qheriffs and other Officers, according to Law, 
of i the; ſeveral and reſpective Counties and Places, 
which the Chancellor, Keeper, or Commiſſioners 
of th; Great Seal-ſhall ſeal, iſſue, and fend abroad, 
by Warrant from the Lord Protector, in Manner 
and Form following WIr 

SA I. GAG Red alk. + 
Qrrvery Lord Protector of the Commonwealth 
ef England, Scotland, and ireland, and the Do- 
_ minions thereunto belonging. . 0 


To tbe Sheriff of the County of Greeting; 


TAY Hereas in the Parliament held at Weſtminſter; 
the third Day of September, 1654, it i, 
amongſt ather Things, enatted, That Parliament 
Jhall be Yulycheld, in ſuch. Manner as is therein ex- 
preſjed:: Now, to the end that a Parliament be held 
at the "City of Weſtminſtet, the Day 
next coming; there for Us to conſult with the Knights, 
Citezens, and Bargeſſes of the. ſaid Commonwealth; 


en the weighty and urgent Aﬀairs concerning Us, the 


, 
| gaſes of the more diſcreet and ſuſficient And the 
Names 


State, and Defence of the ſuid Commonwealth, and 
the Maintenance of the true Reformed Proteflant 
Chriftian Religion in the Purity thereof : We do 

command you, firmly enjoining, that, Protlamation 
being maile of the Day and Place aforeſaid, in every 
Market-Town within your County, you cauſe, ac- 
cording to the Form of the ſaid Statute, to be freely 
and imadifferently choſen by them who ſhall be preſent 


at fuch Rleftion, of the moſt fit and diſcreet 
Perſons, to ferve as Knights, with their Swords girt, 
for the County of ;z and for the City of 


„Citizen of the more diſcreet and 
ſufficient; and for the Borough Bur- 


of the ſame Knights, Citi æens, and Burgeſſes 
fo to be choſen, "whether preſent or abſent, you cauſe 


ts be certified in certain Indentures therenpon to be 
made between you and them, who ſhall be preſent at 


fuch 


„ 


ſuch Chotet * Aud that you canſe them te dme at the later. num. 


ſeverally may have full and ſufficient Pewer for 
themſelves and the People of that County, ani the 


ſelves and the People of the Cities 
77 to do dud conſent unto thoſe Things which, 
then and there, by Common Council of the ſaid Com- 


manwealth in Parliament, by God's Bliſfing, Hull be 
ordained upon the weighty Affairs aforeſaid; fo that 


ir Defett of ſuch Power, or by reafor of improvi- 
ae, the Knights, 2 40 Burgeſſes 
forgal, the faid Afi 
RS... : 
And We will that you be vitt Bah to ſerve ar a 
Knight for your ſaid County : And 
Choice in your full County, t#1ftinttly ani openly ſo to 
be made forthwith, you certify to Us in Our Chancery, 


under your Seals, and the Seals of thim tohich hal be 


preſent at ſuch Choice, ſending tv Us the other Part of 


the ſaid Indentures unnex d, together with this Writ- 


And, in your Proceedings and Execution there, We 


will that you purſue and obſerve the ſeveral Direc-' 


tions limited and appointed by the fard Af of Par- 
liament. | | * G7 
Witneſs Ourſelf, Cc. 


The fame Day it was reſolved, 1. That in 
caſe the Lord Protector ſhall not, before the firſt 
of Fuly, 1656; give Warrant for iſſuirg Writs of 
Summons for a Parliament to meet the third Mon- 
day in October, 1656 ; and before the firſt of Ju- 
ly, 1659, give Wartant for iſſuing Writs of Sum- 
mons for a Parliament to meet on the third Mon- 
day in Odber, 1659 ; and before the firſt of July 
in every third Yeir, after that Time, give War- 
rant for iſſuing Writs of Sumniotis for a Parlia- 


ment to meet on the third Monday in Offober, in 
every third Year ſucceffively : That then the 


Chancellor, Keeper, or Commiſſioners of the 


Great Seal for the Time being, fall, without ay 


irs may not be teft undone in 


that the fail 


Day and Place aftreſuid, 1 that. the aid Knights — 
yr” 2 | 
ſaid Citizens and Burgeſſet, ſeutrally, for them 
nd Boroughs 
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2 Pires 1 er x the 
rien tie #4 Nac e 58 296 fond 
—.— a mons wh 9 * 05 nd re- 
we Watte of En e cotland,. and. reland, 
for Re a Parliament t.ta, meet, at st. 
mi op GE eyeral Dare aboye- -recited,. 
Sheriffs, Ke other "Officer | 
| fa ks ten Days after the a 
ceipt of of ſuch. \ Writs 20 aforeſaid, cauſe the ſame to 
: be, prgciaim 4 9 1 publiſhed: in every Market- 
Town, within his County, upon the Market-Days 
thereof, between twelve and three of the Clock; 
and ſhall then alſo publiſh and declare the certain 
Day of the Week and Month, and the certain 
Place for K Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for the Body of the ſaid County, according 
to the Tenor of . faid Writ: Which Election 
ſhall be within ſix Weeks after the Date of the 
faid Writ; but, not untill fourteen Days after all 
the Pretlamations made, as aforeſaid : For which 
Purpoſe the ſaid Sheriff ſhall appgint ſome conve- 
nient Day, and the uſual or ſome other conveni- 
ent and indifferent Place, for the lectors of each 
County and Place to meet in; and ſhall proceed 
to Election betwixt the Hours of E gbt 11 Eleven 
before Noon; and ſhall ſend Precepts for Elec- 
tions to be made in eve City, Town, Borough, 
Place, within their County and Place, v9 
ions are to be made, to the Mayor, Sheri 
or other Head Officer of ſuch Cit . , Bos 
| rough, or Place, within fix Days after the Rechipe 
0 of ſuch Writ: Which the ſaid Mayor, Sheriffs, and 
| - other Officers reſpectively, within eight Days af- 
ter Receipt of the ſaid Precept, are to. make Pub- 
lication of, and. of the certain Day fot ſuch = 
tions, to de made in the ſaid City, Town, or 
aforeſaid ; and to cauſe Elections to be made ig 
cordingly, within eight Days after Proclamations 
of the. ſaid Precept made as aforeſaid. | 
: 3. That, at the Day and Place of EleRid 


=_ the Shak of each County, ad he id Mi 
1 I ws 


-- 
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TY Bailiffs, and other Head ficers within Inter-gegnuili. 
their Cities, Towns, Borou hs, and Pla 8 ; reſpec- _— 
tively, ſhall take View of ike ſaid Elections; 3, and 
ſhall make Return into. the Bo: iP lch 
1 r after the ſai id Elections, the Per- 
elected b y the 5 Number Electors, 
7 er the Hands a Seals of twelve or more of 
the ſaid Electors, on the Behalf of himſelf, on 
the one Part; and on the Behalf of the Elecbors, 
on the other Part; ; wherein ſhall be contained, 
that. the Perſons elected ſhall not have Power to 
alter the Government from one "PF A Perſon and 


a Parliament.” 


Nov. 25. 74 efolved, c That the Sheriff who 


ſhall, witting gly 25 willingly, make any falſe Re- 
turn, or ne his Duty in Execution of the Pre- 
miſes, al "| incur the — of 200 l. of lawful 
Englt 1 Money. And that every Maj Lor, Sheriff, 
Bailiff, or other Head Officer of a any City, Town, 
Borough, or Place aforeſaid, who Jaan: wittingly 
or wi ingly, make any falſe Return, or neglect his 
Duty in the Execution of the Premiſes, ſhall in- 
cur the Penalty of 100/. of like lawful Engli/ 
Money; the one Moiety of all and every the ge 
nalties aforeſaid to go to the Lord Protector 

the other oiety to ſuch Patty grieved as ſhall Tus 
for the ſame. in any of the Courts of Record at 
W:/lminſler ; ; which Suit ſhall not be commenced 
untill the Parliament hath adjudged the ſame to be 
ſuch, an Offence as aforeſaid, 


Nov. : 27. Reſolved, I. That the Perſons who 
wall be Aae to ſerve in Parliament ſhall be ſuch, 
and none other than ſuch, as are Perſons of known 
1 rity, fearing God, and 0 f good Converſation, 

of the Age of twenty-one Years; and 

— ſuch as are diſabled by the Act of the 17th of 

ing Charles, intitled, An Ad for diſabling al! 
Perſons in Holy Orders to exerciſe any temporal Fu- 
Tiſai&tion or Authority ; ; nor ſuch as are public Mi- 

Vol. XX. B b niſtets; 


November, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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me ache. niftets; or public Preachers ef the Goſpel *; nor 


1654. 


November. 


liament, ſhall, during their Lives 


fuch as are guilty of any of the Offences mentioned 
in an Act of Parliament, beating Date Auguſt q, 
1650, intitled,, An Adt againſt ſeveral atheiſtical, 
blaſphemaus, and execrable Opinions, derogatory to 


the Honour of God, and deſtructiue to human So- 


ciety; no common _ Scoffer, nor Reviler of Reli- 

gion, or of any Perſon for profeſſing thereof ; no 
Perſon that hath married, or ſhall marry, a Wife 
of the Popiſh Religion; or hath trained, or ſhall 


train up, his Children, or any other Children un- 


der his Tuition, in the Popifh Religion; or that 
ſhall permit ſuch Children to be trained up in the 
faid Religion; or hath given, ar ſhall give, his Con- 
ſent that his Son or Daughter ſhall marry any of that 
Religion; no Perſon that ſhall deny the Scriptures 
to be the Word of God, or the Sacraments, Prayer, 
Magiſtracy, and Miniſtry to be the Ordinances of 
God; no common Profaner of the Lord's Day, 
nor. profane Sweater or Curſer; no Drunkard, 
nor Haunter of Taverns, Ale-Houſes, or Brothel- 
Houſes; none that ſhall hereafter drink Hea!ths, 
or be guilty of Adultery, Fornication, or Extor- 
tion, Haze Forgery, or Bribery. 
2. s 


hat all and every Perſon and Perſons, 
wha do or ſhall profeſs the Popiſh Religion, in 
Ireland, or who have adviſed, aſſiſted, or abetted 
in the Rebellion of Ireland, before the firſt Day 
of September, 1643, ſhall, during their Lives, be 
diſabled, and be uncapable to be elected, or to 


give any Vote in the Election of any Member to 


ſerve in any Parliament: And likewiſe that all and 

every Perſon and Perſons who have advited, volun- 

tarily affiſted or abetted in the Rebellion of Ireland, 

ſinceè the firſt Day of September, 1643, or have at 

any Time adviſed, voluntarily affifted* or abetted 

the War in England or Scotland * * the Par- 
„be diſabled = 


© © Ini the Lift of this Patllament it appears, That the Uſiiverſity 


of Oxford elęctod Fobn Oven, D. D. their Vice-Chancellor, for 


2 1 in Parliament, which probably ocaſion d this 
Clauſe, : 
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be uncapable to be elected, or to give any Vote 
in the Election of any Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment; provided that this extend not to diſable or 


make uncapable ſuch Perſons conſtantly profeſ- 


ſing the Proteſtant Religion, who; before the 25th 


of December, 1649, did ſubmit, and have ever 


ſince continued faithful, to the Parliament, and gi- 


ven ſignal Teſtimony of their good Affection there- 


unto, 6 : 


3. That every Perſon, not within the r 


faid) Exceptions, being reſident for three Months 
or more before the Time of Election of Members 
to ſerve in Parliament, in ſuch County where Elec- 


tion is to be made, having an Eſtate in Freehold to 
the yearly Value of 40 5. within any County, Ri- 
ding, Limit, or Place; or having an Eſtate, Real 
or Perſonal, to the full and clear Value of 200 J. 


or more, to be declared upon Oath by ſuch Perſon, 
if required, (which faid Oath the Sheriffs, or their 
Deputies are 8 impowered to give) ſhall be 
capable to give his Vo | 
bers for ſuch County, Riding, Limit, or Place 
where ſuch Land or Eftate doth lye. Provided 
this extend not to alter — antient Cuſtoms, Char- 
ters, or Privileges of any Cities, Boroughs, Towns, 


or Corporations, who have thereby a Right to elect 


Members to Parliament; but the ſame to continue 


as formerly, any Thing in theſe Preſents to the 


contrary notwithſtanding : And provided that ſuch 


ote for the Election of Mem- 


of the Ferſons aforeſaid, having an Eſtate, Real or 


Perſonal; to the clear Value of 200 J. that ſhall 
give his Vote for the Election of any Member to 


ſerve in Patliament for any City, Borough, or 


Town Corporate, ſhall be excluded from giving 
his Vote for Election of any Knight for that Coun- 


ty, in the ſame Parliament, unleſs he have an _ 


of Freehold in the County to the yearly Value o 
405. lying and being without the Limits of ſuch 
City, Borooph, or Town Corporate. 


contrary, or not according to, theſe Qualifications; 
ſhall be null and void: wy if any Perſon; who 55 
| B b 2 


I * 


4. That all Votes and Elections Ga or made 
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tater-retznum. by theſe Qualifications, made incapable, ſhall give 
410654. his Vote for Election of Members to ſerve in Par- 

S—— lament, be ſhall forfeit one full Year's.Value of 

Ravergbers | his Real Eſtate, and one full third Part of his Per- 

ſonal Eftate ; one Moiety thereof to the Lord 

Protector, and the other Moiety to him who ſhall 

ſue for the ſame in any of the Courts of Record 

at Wetminfter, by Action of Debt or Information; 

wherein ſhall be no Wager of Law, Eſſoign, or 
Protection allowed. 

5. That the Lords Commiſſioners of the Great 
Seal for the Time being ſhall forthwith be ſworn 
truly and faithfully to, iſſue forth Writs of Sum- 
mons to Parliament, at the Times and in the Man- 

. ner before expreſo d; And ſuch Chancellor, Keep- 
ers. or Commiſſioners of the Great Seal as ſhall 
hereafter be, ſhall be ſworn before they enter in- 
to their Offices, truly and faithfully to iſſue forth 

- Writs of Summons to Parliament, at the Times 
and in the Manner as before: expreſs'd; And in 
caſe of Neglect or Failure to iſſue Writs of Sum- 
mons accordingly, they ſhall, ſor every ſuch Of- 
fence, be guilty of High, Freaſon, and ſuffer the 

Pains and eon on nuns, 


e345 6a 4 EA 1 l een NW 
| Now. 30. Reſolved, x. * That the Protector dy- 
. ing in the Intervals. of Parliament, the Council 
ſhall immediately aſſemble in ſome convenient 
Place; and, having given Notice to all their Num- 
ber, or to as many of them as conveniently they 
map, of the Cauſe and Time of their aſſembling, 
ſhall, being thirteen at leaſt preſent, proceed 
to the Election; and eleven of them, or more, 
ſhall agree who ſhall be the ſucceeding Protector; 
and, before they depart, ſhall declare ſuch Perſon 
ſo agreed upon to ſucceed in the Government. 
The Manner of Election, in all other Things, to 
be as the Council ſhall think fit. 
2. That the Perſon ſo to be elected Protector, 
ſhall be ſuch, and no other than ſuch, as ſhall, by 
1 his good Converſation among the People of theſe 
5 | Nations, manifeſt himſelf to be a Man of N. 
. 39 £ .4 rutn, 
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2 = Courage, feating God'and hating Co- 
100 ſneſs.' Provided that he ſhall not be under 


the Ag 17 GC twent 4 04 Years, no Alien or; Papiſt, 
fe is 2 Papiſt; not an N of the 


nor "whoſe Wi 

pe of the late King 22 nor ſuc as ſhall 
have, of may pretend to have, Title of Inheritance 
unto th Supreme Government of theſe Nations of 
England, Sxvtland, and Ireland, or any of them, 
ot any other Title than by Election as aforeſaid. | 


December. The Debate, on thb {hide Subj ject, 
began this Month as uſual, and continued thiee 
Days in every Week, 447 and After, with 
at Intermiſſion. On the fecond the Houſe 
EH upon'the Form of an Oath to'be'adniini- 
ſter d to the Council of the Lord Protector, which 
was in theſe Words? 


JP» in the Preſence, and is the Nie, if Mlniighty 

God, promiſe and fivear that I will be true and 

faithful” i; # the 2 f the Truſt committed 
145 


unto me as one of the Council; and that I will not 


reveal or e any Thing, in whole or in part, 
directly or indirefly, that Shall be debated or reſol- 


ved upon by the Council, wherein Secreſy ſhall be en- 
joine by the ſaid Council, without the Direction of 
the Lord Protector or the Pari jament, or Leave of 
the Ci mel: © And that in the Election of every 1 
ord Protector, I will proceed therein fait 
fully and impartially, according to the beft of my Un- 


derſlanding and Knowledge ; and do nothing therein 


"any Promiſe, Fear, Favour, or Reward. 


hs will, to the beſt of my Knnuledge and Under- | 


flanding, give faithful Advice to the Lord Protec- 
tor, for the Time being, in order to the good Govern- 
ment, Peace, and Welfare of theſe Nations And 
F will not adviſe,” att, or conſent unto any Thing to 


diſadvantage the Liberty, Property, or Intereſt 7 | 


People contrary to the ; Laws of the Land, to t 
ft of my Under/landing and Knowledge : And 7 
will faithfully * the ata and Directions 


4 which 
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Jater-regnum. 75 are or ſhall be given to the Council by. the 


105+ Parliament. 


1252638 Afterwards the Queſtion being put, That the 
Perſons who. ſhall be of the Council al be fuch 
as ſhall be nominated by the Lord Protector, and 
approved by the Parliament; and a Debate ariſing 
Whether theſe Words nominated by the Lord Pro- 
tector ſhould be Part of the Queſtion, it was car- 
Tied in the Affirmative by-100 againſt 68. 
It was alſo reſolved, * That the Number of 

„ Perſons to be of this Council, ſhall not exceed 
twenty - one; eleven of whom to be a Council, and 
not under; and that no Perſon ſhall continue to be 
of the Council longer than 40 Days after the Meet- 

| ing of each ſucceeding Parliament, without a new 
Approbation by the Parliament. | 


Dec. 6. The Houſe came to the following Re- 
ſolutions, 1. That the Exerciſe of the chief Ma- 
ziſtracy over this Commonwealth, and the People 
JP ſhall be in the Lord Protector, affiſted 
with a Council; the Exerciſe of which Power 
ſhall be according to the Laws, and according to 
ſuch Limitations as are or ſhall be agreed upon in 
Parliament. 5 1 
2. That all Writs, Proceſs, Commiſſions, 
Patents, Grants, and other Things, which here- 
tofore did, or might lawfully have paſſed or iſſued 
in the Name or Style of The N of the Li- 
berty of England, by Authority of Parliament, ſhall 
paſs and iſſue in the Name of The Lord Protector 
of the, Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging. 
3. That ſuch Titles of Honour as ſhall be 
hereafter conferred: in this Commonwealth, ſhall 
be derived from the Lord Protector; and that no 
Title of Honour hereafter to be conferred by the 
ſaid Lord Protector, ſhall be hereditary without 
nfent of Parliament. | | 1 
4+ That it ſhall not be in the Power whe 
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ſaid Lord Protector to pardon any Perſon lawſully 
convicted of Murder or Treaſon, Se if 
5. That the Lord Protector, with the Con- 
ſent of the Council, ſhall have Power of pardon, 
except in the Caſe of Murder and Treaſon. 
6. That the Committee to whom the Conſi- 


deration of the late Ordinances made by the Lord 
Protector and the Council are referred, do take into 
Conſideration the Ordinance touching Treaſons, 


and the ſeveral former Acts touching the ſame, and 
prepare a Bill accordingly. be 

7. That the ſaid Lord Protector, by the Ad- 
vice and Conſent of the major Part of his Coun- 
cil, ſhall direct in all Things concerning the keep- 
ing a good Correſpondence with foreign Kings, 
Princes, and States. WP 2 

8. That the Benefit of all Forfeitures and 
Confiſcations not already granted, or otherwiſe 
lawfully veſted in any other Perſon, Bodies Poli- 
tic or Corporate, ſhall belong to the Lord Protec- 
tor, acoording to the Truſt repoſed in him by Law, 
and as ſhall * agreed upon by Parliament. 


9. That the Power of making War is only 


in the Lord Protector and the Parliament. 
10. That, fitting the Parliament, no Peace 
ſhall be concluded but by Conſent of Parliament; 


Inter-regnum, 
185654. 
December. 


and, in the Intervals of Parliament, the Power of 
making Peace ſhall be in the Lord Protector and 


the Council, with ſuch Reſervations and Limita- 
tions as the Parliament ſhall approve. 
II, That the Number of, Perſons to be cho- 
ſen to ſit and ſerve in Patliament for England and 
Wales ſhall be 400, and for Scotland and Ireland, 
30 each. ee | 
12. That the Office of the Lord Protector 
2 theſe Nations ſhall be Elective and not Here- 
ors. ..r ...., | 
2 That the Chancellor, Keeper or Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Great Seal, the Treaſurer or Commiſ- 
ſionets for the Treaſury, Lord High-Admiral or 
Commifſſioners of the Admiralty, the Chief Gover- 
nors of Ireland and Scotland, the Chief Juſtices 2 
TE” e 
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dans ragnum. the reſt of the Judges of bothBenches, Chief 


1654. 7 


December be choſen by the Approbation of Parliament; anc, 


and che veſt of the Batems of the Exchequer; fHaft 


in the Intervals of Parliament, by the Approbation 


and public Preachers of the Goſpel, for inſlructing 
the People, and for Diſcovery”: and Confutation of 


of the major Part of the Council to! be afterwards 


approved by the Parliament. 


The ſanie Vote paſs'd as to the Hon Ce 


lor, 'Ketper or Commiſſioners of the Great Seal, > 


ade" udges, JR Scotland, and or ng | 
rnd e ee . Ts nt 
Dan z 7. The Houſe 60 two Reoluicrs re- 
Jating to Uhurch-Govetnment, viz. 1. © That the 
true Reformed Pfoteſtant Chriſtian Religion, as it 
is coſttaĩned in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, and no other, ſhall be aſſerted 
and . node eh Frofeſion ob! theſe 
9 en To 4.00 1 YT ,* 
© That, he be ſome: Nether Proviſion b&mide 
by "a Parliament, ſor the Encouragement and 
Maintenance of able, godly, and painful Miniſters, 


Error, Hereſy, and whatſoever is contrary: to ound 
Doctrine, the preſent n * not 


| be taken anne top, aawrk ES ner 


Da. 8. e deres olued, * That i in caſe 
any Bill ſnall be to the Lord Protec- 
tor by the Parliament, to compel any Perſon to the 
ear. Profeffion of Religion, as held forth in theſe 

ations, oy Penalty; to ſuch Bill the Lord 
Protector have a' Negative. Provided that 
ſuch Bills, as ſhall be hereafter agreed upon by the 
Parliament, requiring from ſuch Miniſters and 
Preachers of the Goſpel as ſhall receive the pub- 
lic Maintenance ſor inſtructing the People, a Sub- 
miſſion and Conformity to the public Profeſſion 
aforeſaid, or auen Attendance to the preach- 
ing of the Word, and other religious Duties on 
the Lord's Day, in ſome public Church or Cha- 

, or at ſome other Congregational and Chriſtian 

PSs (hall — into and become Lays with-" 

K in 
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in twenty Days after the Preſentment thereof to Inter- regnum. 


the Lord Protector, although he ſhall ' not. give 
his. Conſent thereunto.. 55 Nr eee 


: 


ern, 


vernment, in the Debates whereupon there were 
ſeveral Diviſions; one of which was, Whether 
Hereſies ſhould be called danmable Hereſes; and 
another, Whether there ſhould be an Enumera- 
tion of Hereſies after the Word damnable ; which 
were. both carried in the Affirmative. All which 
Debates produced the following Reſolution, viz. 
© That, without the Conſent of the Lord Pro- 


tector and Parliament, no Law be made for the 


reſtraining of ſuch tender Conſciences as ſhall dif- 
fer in Doctrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline, from the 
public Profeffion aforeſaid; and ſhall not abuſe ſuch 


iberty to the Civil = ury of others, or the Diſturb- 


ance of the Public Peace: Provided, That ſuch 


Bills as hall be agreed upon by the Parliament, 


for the reftraining of Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, damn- 
able Hereſies to be particularly enumerated by this 


Parliament, Popery, Prelacy, Licentiouſneſs, and 
Profaneneſs; or ſuch as ſhall preach, print, or 


avowedly maintain any Thing contrary to the 
Fundamental Principles of Dodrine held forth in 
the public Profeſſion, which ſhall be agreed upon 


by the Lord Protector and the Parliament; or 
ſhall do any overt or public Act, to the Diſturb- 


ance thereof; ſhall paſs into and become Laws 
within twenty Days after their Preſentation to the 


ſent thereunto.” 


The ſame Day it was reſolved, © That the Acts | 


and Ordinances of Parliament, made for the Sale 


or other Diſpoſition of the Lands, Rents, and He- 


reditaments of the late King, Queen, and Prince; of 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops, Deans and Chapters, the 


Lands of Delinquents, and Foreſt Lands, or of any 


other Lands, Tenements, Rents, or 2 | 


| tivi h ont. 
The Houſe ſpent ſome Days after this in ſet- 
tling other Matters in relation to Church-Go- 


Lord Protector, altho' he ſhall not give his Con- 


1654. 


December. 


[-regnum, 


* . a. 4 
| ember, 
I # >; AGB Sf 
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belonging to the Commonwealth, ſhall no way be 
impeached, or made inyalid; but ſhall remain good 
and firm: And that the Security given by AQ 
and Ordinance of Parliament, for any Sum of Mo- 
ney by any of the ſaid Lands, the Exciſe, or by 


any other public Revenue; and alſo the Securities 


given by the public Faith of the Nation, and the 
gagement of the public Faith for Satisfac- 
tion of Debts and Damages, ſhall remain ſirm and 


| goods and not be made void or invalid upon any 


retence whatſoever : Provided, That the Articles 
given to, or made with, the Enemy, and after- 
wards confirmed by Parliament, ſhall be perform'd 


and made good to the Perſons concerned therein: 
And that all Appeals or Petitions, made or exhi- 


bited ſince the 16th of Fly, 1651, and before the 
firſt of December Inſtant, for Relief concerni 
Bills for Sale of Delinquents Eſtates, may be hi — 
and determined this Parliament. 


. 


Tube next Thin the, enz went upon was to 


frame an Oath to be taken by the prefent Lord 


Protector, and every ſucceeding one; which be- 
ing brought in and read, and ſome Additions made 


to it, was, at laſt, agreed upon as follows: 


De in the. Preſence, and by the Name, of Al- 
F — God, þ a and ſwear, That, 1 the 
utter mat of my Potuer, 1 will uphold and maintain 
the true Reformed Proteſtant Chriſtian Religion, in 


the Purity thereof, as it is contained in the Holy 


Scriptures of the Old and New Teflament ;, and en- 
courage the Profeſſion and Profeſſors of the ſame - 
And that I will not violate, nor infringe, any of the 
Matters aud Things contained in the z; and 
will in all Things, to the beſt of my Underſtanding, 
govern. according to the Laws, L Rights, 
Cuſtoms, and . of the Parliament and People 


72. Nations; and will ſeek their Peace and 
Velfare according to thoſe Laws, Cuſtoms, and Li- 
Faller and Low to be equally and 


berties; and can 
duly adminifired. © 
7 Dec. 
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Dec. 18. It was reſolved, That a conſtant” Inter-regnum.. 


yearly Revenue of 200,000 /. be ſettled and eſta- 
bliſhed upon the now Lord Protector, and the ſuc- 
ceeding Lord Protectors for the Time being re- 
2 for defraying the neceſſary Charges for 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and other Expences of 
the Government; and for.the Support of his and 
their State and Dignity, as may be for the Honour 
of this Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and. 
treland : And that the ſaid 200,000 J. per Annum- 
be conſtantly paid out of the public Receipt of the 
Exchequer, by Warrant of the Lord Protector and 
the Council; and ſhall not be taken away, nor di- 
miniſhed, without the Conſent of the Lord Pro- 
tector and Parliament.” . ag. 


Dec. 19. Reſolved, * That Whiteball, St. Fames's 
Houſe and Park, the Mews, Somerſet- Houſe, Green- 
wich-Houſe and Park, Hampton-Court, and the 
Honour and Manor of Hampton-Court, with the 
Parks and Grounds now thereunto belonging; 
WWindſor-Cafile, the little Park there, and other the 
Lands thereunto now belonging; and the Houſe 
called the Manor, near the City of York, with their 
Appurtenances, now unſold or undiſpoſed of, be 
veſted in the preſent Lord Protector and the ſuc- 
ceeding Lord Protectors, for the Maintenance of 
his and their State and Dignity, befides the 
200, oo d. aforeſaid; and ſhall not be alienated. 
but by Conſent of Parliament.” 


Dec. 20. Reſolved, 1. That no Writs of Sum- 
mons to- any Parliament, nor any other Writs, 
Proceſs, Patents, Commiſſions, nor any Proceed- 
ings in Law or Juſtice, ſhall be diſcontinued, or. 
made void, by the Death of any Lord Protector. 

2. That all Writs, Proceſs, Patents, Commiſ- 


1654. 
— md a 
December. 


ſions, and Proceedings in Law or Juſtice, iſſuing; 


forth or being after any ſucceeding Lord Protector 
ſhall be elected and ſworn, ſhall iſſue forth and be 
in the Name of ſuch Lord Protector, and are 


hereby declared te be of full Force in Law, to all 
"I Intents 


— Intents and 


January 


— 
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es: And chat all former Writs, 
. Proceſs; PA , Continiiffiens. 7 93 and 05 
Fo 2155 meu Av n as full ter ag t 
Ae the f 10 Wii Nea had 
_ fp Ha DIS N 101% „dla 
e the Death of any Lord Protector, 
W io Nig Protector ſhall be ele 6d 
and 9 — the Council ſhall take Care of the Go- 
vernment, and adminiſter in all Things as fully el 
the Lord Protector, or the Lord Protector, and 
Council ate enable: to do.“ » BY — Sag | | 
3 6 ary." Theſe 10 all the Refoldeiond we can 
ertd pick out of the Jot+nuls,” capable of any 
Connection; tho! there are Abundance of others, on 


which were many Diviſions, ordered to be put into 


a latge Bill, that had been cativaſſed ſeveral Days; 
the laſt of which Day's 's Debates is ſaid to be on the 
66th Chapter of it. There are alſo three other Re- 


_ ſolutions Fdteba in "the Journals"of this Month, 


which were to be Part of the Bill: And as the 
whole of this new Frame of Government is now, 
perhaps, no where to be met with, thoſe, with 
the foregoing Fragments of it, may ſerve to give! the 
Reader ſome Idea thereof, viz, OT 

Fan. 13. Reſolved, * That no Pardon extend 
to exempt any ounſellor of State, Judge, Officer, 


or other Miniſter of State, from being queſtion'd 


or ſentenced in Parliament for Male-adminiſtra- 
tion or Corruption in his Office or Employment, 
or from any Sentence or Judgment thereupon, or 
Execution thereof; nor ſhall extend to pardon any 


Perſon for Breach of Privilege of Parliament, or 


any other Sentence ur n in Partiament, or 
any Execution thereupon. | | * 
ler 16. Reſolved, * That * Sum of . 
ariſing by the Cuſtoms and other public Receipts 


in Exgland, Scotland, and Ireland, ſhall be yearly 


paid out of the public Receipts of the Exchequer, 
by Warrant of the Lord Protector and the Council, 


; for and towards the Maintenance of a cohvepient 


Num- 
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Nywpher, of 7 for guarding, N Lats 29 02 
ecurity. and Eucour Mo e 
e of ch tl ons, as, 8 bade yy 
ary; for the Defence of 9775 
E n, E and LITE we e Domi 
nions thereunto belonging ; hi (Revenue ſhall 
continue, and not be altered without Conſent; of 
the Lord Protector and the MINED And that 
the yearly Sum of 700,000/. more. ariſing by Ex- 
ciſe, or other public Receipts in An e Scatla 4 
and Ireland, ſhall be proyided Wh arliament, a 
paid out of the Exchequer by Warrant of the Land 
Protector and the Council, ſor the Maintenance 
and full Diſcharge of ſuch Fie F orces as ſhall be 
thought needful to be kept up ſor the Defence of 
this Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging; 


and for the Payment and full. Diſcharge of Ivey, 


Forces in Garriſons and Naval Charges, and 

incident Charges belonging to every of them, as 
ſhall not be ſatisfied and paid out of the 400, oool. 
aforeſaid; which. ſaid oO, ooo l. ſhall continue and 


be hy untill the 25th of December, 1659, unleſs 


Lord Protector and the Parliament ſhall agree 
5 ny en the ſaid Sum before that Time; and that 
this be Part of the Government. 

RC}  - 

Jan., 17. Reſelnad, * That the Bill intitled 4 
AR. declaring and ſettling the Government f the 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and the Dominions thereunto belonging, be ingroſs d, 
in order to its Preſentment to the Lord Protector, 
for his Conſideration and Conſent: And that if the 
Lord Protector and the Parliament ſhall not agree 
thereunto, and to every Article ne then this 
Bil ſhall be void, n N none Effect. 


The Houſe went * every —— 2 2 laſt 
Date, debating ſtill on the Government.z, and the 


Hill for it being read a ſecond Time, more Addi- 


tions and Proviſoes were offered to it; Which, on 


ſeveral Diviſions, (no leſs than ſeven happening in 
two 


„ieee. 


5 


» 


Inter-regn p um 1 
1654. 


January. 


The Parliament 
diffolved, with- 
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two Days Fime) were rejected. And they might 
have gone on, debating and dividing, long enough, 
had not the Protector come down to Veſfiminſter 
on the 24d of this Month; when, ſending for the 
zpeaker and the whole Houſe to attend him in the 

ainted-Chamber, he was pleated, ſays the Journal 


2 ene to diffolve this Parliament. 


Although we have almoſt entirely confined our 
Account of the Proceedings of this Parliament to 
the grand Affair of Government, and have ſcarce 
hinted that there was any other Buſineſs begun 
there; yet ſome other Bills were ordered to be 


brought in, which were read once or twice, but 


Account of Bills, 
Sc. then depend- 


all rendered abortive by the ſudden Diſſolution: 
Inſomuch that SrobelPs Collections afford not one 
ſingle Act paſſed by this Parliament. The moſt 
material of thoſe under Conſideration of the Houſe, 
were, 125 »h | Sonny? 9 | 
A Bill againſt the Election and Swearing of 
Mayors, Cc. on the Lord's Day.—A Bill againſt 
drinking of Healths, and for inflicting the like De- 

ces of Penalties on Drunkards as were already 
impoſed on Swearers; alſo. for enabling Juſtices of 
Peace to levy the Penalties or execute the Puniſh- 
ments in that Behalf, in a more ſpeedy Way than 
by former Acts; and for ſupplying the Defects in 
thoſe Laws.—A Bill for compelling Lay-Impro- 
priators, and Colleges poſſeſſed of Impropriations, 
to allow a Competency of Maintenance to the 


reſpective Incumbents, where there was not a ſuf- 


ficient one already made by Law: Alſo to enable 
ſuch Cities, "Corporations, and Market-Towns, 
where there was not a competent Maintenance for 
their reſpective Miniſters, to tax themſelves for 
that Purpoſe.— A Bill for uniting Ireland to the 
Commonwealth of England, re-eſtabliſhing Courts 
of Judicature there, placing of Judges therein, and 


making a Great Seal to be uſed in Ireland —A 


Bill for laying an Aſſeſſment of 60,000 J. per 


| Menſem, for three Months, upon England; 


8000 J. upon Ireland, and 8000 J. upon 3 
22 or 
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for the Maintenance of the Army. A Com- 
mittee was appointed to conſider how Encourage- 
ment might be given for Exportation of Corn 


Butter and Cheeſe, and to review the ſeveral Sta- 
tutes againſt Engroſſers: And another for the Ad- 
vancement of Trade; for taking away the Court 
of Wards, and Purveyance, in Þ 

aboliſhing Tenures in Ireland. — The Houſe had 
alſo ordered' the ſeveral Knights of Shires to pre- 
ſent the Name of one godly and able Miniſter of 
the Goſpel for each County in England, to be ap- 
prov'd of by the Houſe, to offer their Advice con- 
cerning ſuch Matters*of Religion as ſhould be pro- 
poſed to them by the Parliament ; alſo eight for 
Ireland, eight for Scotland, and one for each Uni- 
verſity. FO 


Before we take our Leave of this Parliament we Their Proceed- 
ſhall mention an Affair of an extraordinary Nature ings againlt Fob 


land, and for 


Inter-regnum, 


January, 


which came before them, and ſeems to have been phemy, 


more properly the Buſineſs of a Convocation than 
a Houſe of Commons. It was this: 

. Complaint having been made to the Houſe of 
two Books lately printed, the one intitled, The 
apoftolical and true b mion concerning the Holy Tri- 
nity revived and aſſerted; or, Twelve Arguments 
drawn out of Scripture, wherein the commonly-re- 
ceived Opinion, touching the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is clearly and fully —— : The other intitled, 
AT, wafold Catechiſm Both of them by Fohn Biddle; 
a Committee was appointed, with Power to ſum- 
mon the Author before them, to reſtrain him, and 
ro ſuppreſs his School; alſo to ſend for the Printers 
and Publiſhers thereof; to ſeize upon, and call in, 
the Books, and to prevent the further printing of 
them ; to examine the Particulars contained there- 
in; and to report the ſame, with their Opinion, 
to the Houſe.” All this having been done accord- 


ingly, it was reſolved, 1. * That the ſaid Books 


do contain impious, horrid, blaſphemous, and exe- 
crable Opinions againſt the Deity of Chriſt and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, 3 | 

| 2. That 


\ 


Y 
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Inter-regnum. . 2. That they be burnt by the Hand of the 
I 654. common Hangman, at the Old Exchange and in 
— the New Palace-Yard. at Weſtminſter; and, in 
© order thereto, that the Sheriffs of London and Mid- 
dleſex be required to ſearch for, and ſeize, all 
printed Copies thereof. 88 
3. That Jobs Biddle, the Author, be ſent for 
in Cuſtody, as a Delinquent.” ** 
Soon — Biddle being apprehended and brought 
to the Bar of the Houſe, and the Books ſhewn to 
him, he acknowledged That he was the Author 
1 thereof; but denied that he was a Schoolmaſter, 
| or had any Congregation. Being aſk'd, Who was 
E the Printer? He ſaid, That hitherto he had an- 
/ ſwered as a Chriſtian, to give an Account of the 
Hope that was in him: That what the Law of 
x Chriſt warranted him to anſwer, he would do; 
but, beyond That, he would not: And that the 
Law of Chrift injoin'd him not to betray his Bre- 
thren. Then being aſk'd, Whether the Law of 
Chriſt did injoin him to believe the Holy Ghoſt is 
not God ? He ſaid, The Law of Chriſt no-where 
told him the Holy Ghoſt is God. Next it being 
demanded of him, Whether the Holy Ghoſt be 
God ? He anſwered, He had examined the Scrip- 
tures, and did no where find, in the Old or New 
Teſtament, that the Holy Spirit is God: That he 
had own'd the Books; and that his Opinion was ſuf- 
ficiently declared in them. Being aſk d, Whether 
7 Chrift be God from everlaſting to everlaſting ? 
e replied, He had own'd the Books, and there- 
in had declared his Judgment: But that he did 
not find in Scripture where Jeſus Chrift is called 
the Moſt High God, or God from everlaſting to 
everlaſting. Being further aſk'd, Whether God be 
confined to a certain Place? He ſaid, This Que- 
ſtion did not relate to the Hope that is in a Chri- 
ſtian; and therefore there was no Neceſſity lying 
on him to anſwer it. And being then aſk'd, - 
ther God had a bodily Shape ? He replied, He had 
anſwered ſufficiently to That already. by 
| The 


The Refult of this Examfnation was, That the 
Houſe committed Bi als to che Gatabouſe; to be 
there kept without Pen, Ink, or Paper, in order 
to à further Proceeding agatnſt him. 

Beſides what may be cofſected of this Man's Opĩ- 
nions from his Anſwers to the Queſtions propoſed to 
him by the Houſe, the Journals give us ſoms further 
Partictilars thereof extracted from his Books, biz. 

© That he aſſerted, The infinite God is confined 
to a certain Place, hath a bodily Shape, and a Right 
Fand and Left in a proper Senſe; that there are 

Paſſions im God; that God the Father only, ſepa- 

rate from the Son and Holy Ghoſt, is the firſt 
Cauſe of all Things that pertain to Salvation; 
that God the Holy Ghoſt is a created Spirit, and 
not God; that Chriſt is a made Lord; and nei- 
ther the Son nor the Holy Spirit the Moſt High 
God; that ri is the Second Cauſe of all Things 
pertaining to our Salvation, and that the Son is not 
equal with the Father; that Chriſt hath no other 
than 4 human Nature, and that he is not the Moſt 
High God, the fame with the Father, but ſubor- 
dinate to him, and that he is not the Supreme and 
independent Monarch Jehovah; that the Holy 
Ghoſts the only principal Minifter of God and of 
Chriſt ſingled out of the Number of other heaven- 
ly Minifters or Angels. 
That he affirmed Juſtification by Works, and 
that Works giving Vigour to Faith, make irable to 
juſtify 7 that Works Sas. ov Rr >” =: and 
that true Saints may turn Apoſtates finally. 

© That he denied the Omniſcience and Immuta- 
dility of God, and alfo that all the Three Perſons 


are to be lov'd with our whole Heart. He like- 


wiſe denied that Feſus Chriſt hath the Nature of God 
dwelling in him, he having only a Divine Lordſhip 
without a Divine Nature. He farther denied that 
Chrift was a” Prieft whilſt he was on Earth; or 
died to'reconcile God to us; or that God doth 
2 becauſe of the full Price that Chriff 
paid to him in their Stead 3 or that the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chrift is imputed to Believers; or that the 

Vol. XX. +2; - Wicked 
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Inter · regnum. Wicked continue to live in Hell under the Senſe of 
1654 everlaſting Torment, but that they are deſtroyed 
F and ceaſe to be. | 
N The foregoing Extracts being read, a Committee 
was appointed to bring ina Bill for puniſhing the 
ſaid John Biddle ; but it never paſs'd, for the Rea- 
ſons before given: However, he was ſoon after 
committed to Newgate, and then baniſh'd to the 
Ille of Scilly, by Order of the Protector and his 
Council. £ AW 


And againft Te- Beſides this Complaint againſt Biddle, another 
65, was made to the Houſe againſt one Theror Jobn, 
whom Mr. Mbitlocte ſtyles a Quaker, a Sect which 
made its firſt Appearance about this Time; tho', 
according to the Account given of this Man in the 
Fournals, his Principles ſeem” not to quadrate al- 
together with thoſe of the preſent Quakers : For 
by theſe Authorities it appears, That the Houſe 
being informed that one Theror Fohn had drawn 
his dword in the Lobby, and ftruck at divers Per- 
ſons; and ran with his Sword againſt the Door of 
the Houſe ; he was ordered to be brought to the 
Bar: Where, being aſk'd by the Speaker, Why he 
came to the Parliament Door? He ſaid, He had 
fired his Tent; and the People were ready to ſtone 
him, becauſe he, burnt the Bible; which he ac- 
 knowledged he did; ſaying, It is Letters, not Life : 
And he drew his Sword, becauſe a Man joſtled 
him at the Door: And burnt the Bible, becauſe 
the People ſay it is the Word of God; and it is 
not; it deceived him: And farther, that he burnt 
the Sword and Piſtols, and Bible, becauſe they 
ate the Gods of England: And that he did it not 
of himſelf; but God bid him do it. Being order- 
ed to withdraw, it was reſolved, That he be com- 
mitted to the Gatehouſe, in order to a further Pro- 
. ceeding againſt him; and that a Charge be given 
to the Keeper to take Notice what Perſons reſort- 
ed to bim. A Committee was alſo appointed to 
examine this Enthuſiaſt, to preſent to the Houſe 
their Opinion what was fit to be done in reſſ 2 E 
"7 ; ; ; r MCeIc 
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theſe, Offences ; and to prepate a Bill upon the inter-regnum. 


Debate relating to Quakers, with Power to re- 
ceive Informations touching theſe Perſons, the 
better to enable the Committee how to deſcri 
them in the intended Bill. But what farther be- 
came of this Affair does not appear. 


1654. 


5 


Thus much ſor the Laws intended to have been All which are 


made by this Parliament, and the other Affairs render. d abortive 
in Agitation at the Time of their Diſſolution. 2 their Di- 


The contemporary Memorialiſis muſt next be con- 
ſulted for clearing up ſome Matters not explained 
in the Journals. 6101 | 3 
Mr. Whitlocke writes, That, in the Month of 
anuary, many Things were ſpoken in the De- 
ates of the Houſe, concerning the Government, 


which gave great Offence to Cromwell and his 


Council, and created a Suſpicion that no Good was 
to be expected from them; for they were not incli- 


nable to ſatisfy the Protector's Deſires. On the 


other Side, the Parliament made what Haſte they 
could to finiſh their Debates and cloſe the Buſineſs 

for fear a Blow from his ſuperior Hand ſhould ſpoil 
all their Labours. And ſo it happened: For the 


ſame Author tells us, That the Protector grew, 
weary of his Parliament; and though he was ad- 


viſed by ſome not to diſſolve them, urging the In- 


conveniences that had ariſen by the Diſſolution of 


former Parliaments, which ever cauſed ill Blood; 
or, at leaſt, not to diſſolve them till after the 
Time was paſt that, by the Inſtrument of Govern- 
ment, they were to ſit; yet he was not very ſolli- 


citous about that, but was reſolved to part with - 


them at any Rate : Which ſome of his Council, 
who ſaw his Deſigns, were not backward to pro- 


mote.” | | 
Lieut. Gen. Ludlow, ſpeaking of | Cromwell, 


fays, The Repreſentative fitting at Weſtminſter, 


though garbled as he thought fit, proving not ſuf- 
ficiemly inclined to ſerve his Deſigns, but rather, 
in Pruflence, yielding to the Strength of the pre- 
ſent Stream, in Hopes the People might, in Time, 


Ce 2 recover 
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Inter-regnum. recover their Oars, and make uſe of them for the 

#654 Public Good; he grew impatient till the five 

— Months allowed for their ſitting ſhould be expired. 

And chough they differed not in any material 

Point from that Form of Government which he 

himſelf had ſet up, unleſs it were in reſerving the 

Nomination of his Succeſſor to the Parliament; 

| dick the Omiſſion of this one Thing ſo enrage 

DE F robs that he reſolued upon their Diſſolution. They 

5 had prepared all Things to offer ta him, and had 

been very cautious of giving him any juſt Occaſion 

of Offence ; well knowing that, in caſe they had 

given him the leaſt Pretence of Diſſatisfaction, he 

would have laid all the Blame at their Door; and 

therefore they prudently left the ſettling of the 

Church- Government, and the Liberty that was to 

be extended to tender Conſciences, 5 Engine by 

- which Cromwell did moſt of his Work) to the 

Conſideration of the next Aſſembly ; Whereupon 

he wanting wherewith juſtly to accuſe them, un- 

leſs it were for too much complying with him to 

the Prejudice of the Commonwealth, after he had 

peruſed the Form of Government which the Aſ- 

ſembly had agreed upon, and tendered to him for 

his Conſideration; the five Months of their Sel- 

ſion, according to the Soldiers Account of twemy- 

eight Days to the Month, being expired, they 

were ordered to attend him on the 22d of January, 

in'the Pamted-Chamber; where he made up with 

Words and Paffion, what he wanted of Matter to 

| them with.” : 

Thus far Mr. Ludlow's Account of this Affair: It 

is no high Time to ſee what the Protector has to 

ay ſor himſelf; whoſe Speech was in uc Yerba : © 

2 Gentlemen, 4 | 

Cromolll's © 'F-Pexceive you are here as the Houſe of Parlia- 

— m4 F ment, by your Speaker, whom I fee here, and 

ſecond Parlia- * by your Faces, which are, in a great Meaſure, 
"v1 | ; When 


e Frem * iginal- Bditin, printed by Henry Hills, Printer 
to his Highneſs the Lord Protector, and publiſhed to prevent 


Miſtakes 
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When I ficſt met you in this Room, it was, to 1 


* my Apprehenſion, the hopefulleſt Day that ever 
mine Eyes ſaw, as to Conſiderations of this: 
World: For I did look at (as wrapt up in you, 
© together with myſelf) the Hopes and the Happi- 
© nels of (though not of the greateſt, yet a very 
great, and) the beſt People in the World; and 
© truly and unfeignedly I thought ſo; as a People 
that have the higheſt and the cleareſt Profeſſion 
among them, of the greateſt Glory, viz. Reli- 
gion; as a People that have been, like other Na- 
tions, ſome Times up and ſome Times down in 
our Honour in the World, but yet never fo low but 
© we might meaſure with other Nations; and a 
«© People that have had a Stamp upon them from 
God; God having, as it were, ſummed up all our 
former Glory and Honour, in the Fhings that 
© are of Glory to Nations, in an Epitome, within 
© theſe ten or twelve Years laſt paſt; ſo that we 
© knew one another at — 5 are well known 
6 abrngs. = . e 3 

And, if I be not very much miſtaken, we wore 
© arrived (as I, and truly, as I believe, many others 
did think) at a very ſafe Port, where we might 
« fit down! and contemplate the Diſpenſations ob 
© God and our Mercies; and might know. our 
© Mercies' not to have been like to thoſe of the An- 
© tients, who did make out their Peace and Proſpe- 
* rity, as they thought, by their own Endeavours; 


1654. 
—— 
Inuary. 


© who could not ſay, as we, that all ours were 


© let down to us from God himſelf, whoſe Appear- 


© ances and -Providences amongſt us are not to be 


* outmatch'd.by any Story. 


1 Truly 
n At the End of it is the following 
| | 
. Monday, February 5, 1654 


| Ordered, That wo Perſon or Perſons whatſoever preſume, at their 
Perils, on any Pretence whatſoever, to print or reprint, either in Part 
or in Whole, bis Ly b to the AT b + "* —5 
Chamber, at thety Diſſolution, en Mo the 22d 0 5 
1654, other than Henry Hills, Printer to bit Highneſs, and ſuch a» 
bs ſhall employ and' appoint in that Bebalf, | 
| W, JESSOP, Clerk of the Council. 


" " 


1654. 
— 
Janvarye 


„ken are true. 


{ was ſomewhat that did look like a Parricide. It 
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| Joter-repnum. Truly this was our Condition, and I know na- 


© thing elſe we had to do, ſave as Iſrael was com- 
© manded, in that moſt excellent Pſalm of David, 
HFſal. Ixxviii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. The Things which we 
© have heard and known, and our Fathers have told 
us, we will not hide them from their Children; 
© ſhewing to the Goneration to come the Praiſe of the 
© Lord, and his Strength, and his wonderful Works 
* which. he hath done; for he ęſtabliſped a Teſtimony 

in Jacob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, which 
© he commanded our Fathers that they ſhould make 
© them known to their Children; that the Generation 
© to come might know them, even the Children which 
s ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them 
© to their Children, that they might ſet their Hope 


.* in God, and not forget the Works of God; but 
© Feep bis ' ner . f Ne 


ents. 

This I thought had been a Song and a Work 
f worthy of England, whereunto you might have 
© happily invited them, had you had Hearts unto 
*. 5 e 55 g 
© You had this Opportunity fairly delivered un- 
to you; and if a Hiſtory ſhall be written of theſe 


Times and Tranſactions, it will be ſaid (it will 


not be denied) that theſe Things that I have ſpo- 


- 


« This Talent was put into your Hands; and I 


© ſhall recur to that which I ſaid at the firſt, I came 


* with very great Joy, and Contentment, and 
« Comfort, the firſt Time I met you in this Place; 
© but we and theſe Nations are, for the preſent, 
under ſome Diſappointment. If I had propoſed 
© to have play'd the Orator, (which I never did af- 
< fe, nor do, nor I hope ſhall) I doubt not but 


upon eaſy Suppoſitions, which I am perſuaded 


* every one among you will grant, we did meet 
© upon ſuch Hopes as theſe. _ _ 

I met you a ſecond Time here; and, I confeſs, 
© at that Meeting I had much Abatement of my 
© Hopes, though not a total Fruſtration. I con- 
© feſs that that which damp'd. my Hopes ſo ſoon, 
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is obvious enough unto you, that the Manage- 
© ment of Affairs did favour of a not owning, too 
too much ſavour, I ſay, of a not owning the 
© Authority that call'd you hither ; but God left 
© us not without an Expedient that gave a ſecond 
« papa : Shall I fay a Poſſibility? It ſeem'd 
* tome a Probability, of recovering out of that diſ- 
© ſatisfied "Condition we were all then in, towards 
« ſome Mutuality of Satisfaction; and therefore, 
by that Recognition, ſuiting with the Indenture 
that return'd you hither, to which afterwards al- 
* ſo was added your own Declaration, conform- 
© able to, and in Acceptance of, that Expedient ; 
« whereby you had, tho' with a little Check, another 


Inter-regnum, 
1654. 

— 
January. 


Opportunity renewed unto you to have made this 


© Nation as happy as it could have been, if every 
Thing had ſmoothly run on from that firſt Hour 
of your Meeting. | 2 * 

And indeed (you will give me Liberty of my 
Thoughts and Hopes) I did think, as I have 
formerly found in that Way that I have been en- 
« oaged in as a Soldier, that ſome Affronts put upon 
us, ſome: Diſaſters at the firſt, have made Way 
« for very great and happy Succeſſes: And I did 
© not at all deſpond, but the Stop put upon you 
„would, in like Manner, have made Way for a 
« Blefling from God; that Interruption being, 
as I thought, neceſſary to divert you from de- 
* {truQive and violent Proceedings, to give Time 
for better Deliberations ; whereby, leaving the 
Government as you found it, you might have pro- 
ceeded to have made thoſe good and wholeſome 
Las, which the People expected from you; 


and might have anſwered the Grievances, and 


* ſettled thoſe other Things proper to you as a Par- 


« liament, and for which you would have had 


Thanks from all that entruſted you. — 

What hath happened ſince that Time, I have 
© not taken public Notice of, as declining to in- 
trench upon Parliament Privileges : For, ſure I 
* am, you will all bear me witneſs, that from your 
+ entering into the Houſe upon the Recognition, 
| ta 
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. to this very Day, you have had no Manner of 
„ teruption os Hinderance of mine, in proceed- 
FJ © ing ts that bleſſed Idue the Heart of a good Man 

| - © could propoſe $0 himſelf, to this very Day. | 
Von ſee you have me very much lock'd up as to 
q * have tranſacted among yourſelves from 
© that Lime to this; but ſome WS I ſhall take 
Liberty to (peak. of to you. As I may not take 
Notice what you have been doing, fo I think I 
© have a neee Liberty to tell you, that I do 
© not know what you have been doing; I do not 
© know whether you have been alive or dead; Ihave 
©. not once heard from you all this Time; I have 
not, and that you all know): If that be a Fault 
that I have not, ſurely it hath not been mine. 
© If T have had any melancholy Thoughts, and 
have ſat down by why might it not have 
© been very lawful for me to think that I was a 
< Perſon: judged unconcernꝰd in all theſe Buſineſſes ? 
I can aſſure you I have not reckoned niyſelf, nor 
did I reckon myſelf, uncongern'd in you; and 
< ſo long aa any. juſt Patience could ſupport my 
Expectation, I would. have waited to the utter- 
* maſt to have received from you the Iſſues of your 
< Conlultations and Reſolutions: I have been 
< careful of your Saſety, and the Safety of thoſe 
that you repreſented, to whom I reckon myſelf 
< a Servant, | 
© But what Meſſages have I diſturbed you wich- 

« all ? What Injury or Indignity hath been done 
© or offered, either to your Perſons, or to any Pri- 
< vileges of Parliament, ſince you ſat ? I looked at 
< myſelf as ſtrictly obliged by my Oath ſince your 
© recognizing the . the Authority 
< of which you were called hither, and fat, to give 
© you-all poſſible Security, and to keep you from 
© any Unparliamentary Interruption. | 
Think you I could not ſay more upon this 
Subject, if I liſted to expatiate thereupon ? But 
< becauſe my Actions plead. for me I ſhall ſay no 

: 0 7 
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I ſay I have been caring for you, for your | later-tegnan. 
1654. 


quiet fitting ; caring for your Privileges, as I ſaid 


before, that they might not be interrupted j/ habe 


© been ſeeking of God, from the Great "Sy 
« Bl upon you, and a Bleſſing upon theſe Na- 
tions; I have been conſulting if poſſibly I might 
in any Thing promote, in my Place, the reał 
Good of this Parliament, of the Hopefulneſs of 
which I have ſaid ſo much unto you. | 

And I did think it to be my Buſineſs rather to 
© ſee the utmoſt Iſſue, and what God would pro- 
© duce by you, than unſeaſonably to intermeddle 
« with you: But, as 1 ſaid before, I have been 


© caring for you, and for the Peace and Quiet of 


© the Nations; indeed I have, and that I hall æ⁊ 
little preſently manifeft unto you. | ; 
© And it leadeth me to let you know ſomewhat 


© that I fear, I fear will be, through ſome Interpre- 


© tation, a little too juſtly put upon you, whilſt you 
© have been employed as you have been, and (in 
© all that Time expreſſed in the Government, in 
© that Government, I fay in that Government) 
6 — forth nothing that you yourſelves ſay can 
: _ taken Notice of, without —— —— 
© Privileges. 

«I will tell you ſomewhat, that, if it be not 
News to you, I wiſh you had taken ſerious 
« Conſideration of; if it be News, I wiſh I had ac- 
quainted you with it ſooner; and yet if any Man 
will aſk me why I did it not, the Reaſon is given 
already, becauſe I did make it my Buſineſs to give 
© you no-Interruption. 

There be ſome Trees that will not grow under 
© the Shadow of other Trees; there be ſome that 


* chuſe (a Man 2 ſay ſo by way of Alluſion) to 
h 


* thrive under the Shadow of other Trees. I will 

© tell you what hath thriven; I wilt not ſay what 

© you have cheriſh'd-under your Shadow; that were 

< _ 1 — ace and Settlement, 

* inſtead of wn and Truth being brought toge- 
l on l [4 
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Inter-regnum. * by reconciling the honeſt People of theſe Nations, 
1654. and ſettling the woful Diſtempers that are amongſt 


: © us, which had been glorious Things, and wor-' 
Jana" thy of Chriſtians to have propoſed, Weeds and 
"0 Newes, Briars and 'Thorns, have thriven under 
your Shadow; Difſettlement and Diviſion, Diſ- 
content and Diſſatisfaction, together with real 
© Dangers to the whole, have been more multiplied 
within theſe five Months of your Sitting, than in 
< ſome Years before. =; f 
Foundations have been alſo laid for the future 
© renewing the Troubles of theſe Nations, by all 
the Enemies of it abroad and at home: Let not 
theſe Words ſeem too ſharp, for they are true as 
any Mathematical Demonſtrations are or can be. 
I ſay, the Enemies of the Peace of theſe Nations, 
abroad and at home; the diſcontented Humours 
throughout theſe Nations, which I think no Man 
will grudge to call by that Name, or to make to 
© allude to Briars and Thorns, they have nouriſh'd 
< themſelves under your Shadow. CS 
And that I may be clearly underſtood, they 
© have taken the Opportunities from your Sitting, 
© from the Hopes they had, which with eaſy Con- 
< jecture they might take up, and conclude that 
there would be no Settlement; and therefore they 
© have framed their Deſigns, preparing for the Ex- 
© ecution of them accordingly. Wet 
Now whether (which appertains not to me to 
< judge of on their Behalf) they had any Occaſion 
< miniſtered for this, and from whence they had it, 
I liſt not to make any Scrutiny or Search; but I 
© will ſay this, I think they had them not from me, 
I am ſure they had not; from whence they had it 
is not my Bulineſs now to diſcourſe, but that they 
© had, is obvious to every Man's Senſe. 
What Preparations they have made to execute 
© in ſuch a Seaſon as they thought fit to take their 
Opportunity from, that I know (not as Men 
© know Things by Conjecture, but) by certain de- 
monſtrable Knowledge; that they have _—_ for 
| | * tome 
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ſome Time paſt, furniſhing themſelves with Arms, tnter-regnum, 
nothing doubting but that they ſnould have a Day 634. 
+ for it; and verily believing, that whatſoever their | 
former Diſappointments were, they ſhould have JOY; 
© more done for them by, and from, out own'Divi- 
© fions, than they were able to do for themſelves. 
©] defire' to be underſtood, that in all I have to 
ſay of this Subject, you will take it that I have no 
© Reſervation in my Mind (as I have not) to mingle 
+ Things of Gueſs and Suſpicion with Things of 
Fact; but the Things I am telling of are Fat, 
Things of evident Demonſtration. F 

© Theſe Weeds, Briars, and Thorns, they have 
been preparing; and have brought their Deſigns 
to ſome Maturity, by the Advantages given to 
© them, as aforeſaid, Nen your Sitting and Pro- 
$ ceedings-; but by the waking Eye that watched 
© over that Cauſe that God will bleſs, they have 
© been, and yet are, diſappointed. And having 
© mentioned that Cauſe, I ſay that flighted Cauſe, 
© let me ſpeak a few Words in behalf thereof, tho” 
it may ſeem too long a Digreſſion. Whoſoever 
« deſpiſeth it, and will ſay it is non Cauſa pro Cauſa, 
the all-ſearching Eye before- mentioned will 
© out that Man, and will judge him as one that re- 
* eardeth not the Works of God, nor the Opera- 
tions of his Hands; for which God hath threat- 
© ened that he will caſt Men down, and not build 
© them up. That becauſe he can diſpute, and tell 
F us he knew not where the Cauſe begun, nor 
© where it is, but modelleth it according to his 
+ own Intellect, and ſubmits not to the Appear- 
c ances of God in the World; therefore he lifts 
© up his Heel againſt God, and mocketh at all 
© his Providences, laughing at the Obſervations 
© made up, not without Reaſon and the Scrip- 
© tures, but by the quickening and ga ws vr 
« which gives Life to the other, calling ſuch Ob- 
« ſervations Enthuſiaſms. Such Men, I ſay, no 
Wonder if they ſtumble and fall backward, and 
+ be broken, and ſnared, and taken by the wa 
; 6 
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© of which they are ſo maliciouſly and wilfully ig: 
© norant. The Scriptures ſay,. The Rod = 
Voice, and he will make himſelf known by the 
© Tudgments which he executeth; and do we not 
© think he will, and does, by the Providences of 
© Mercy and Kindneſs which he hath for his 


People, and for their juſt Liberties, whom he loves 


© as the Apple of his Eye? Doth he not by them 
© manifeſt himſelf? And is he not thereby alſo ſeen, 
© giving Kingdoms for them, giving Men for them, 
and People for their Lives? as it is in Iſaiab, 
© Chap. xliii. Is not this as fair a Lecture, and 
as clear ſpeaking, as any Thing our dark Reaſon 


© left to the Letter of the Scriptures can collect 


© from them By this Voice has God ſpoken ve- 
© ry loud on the Behalf of his People, by judg- 
© ing their Enemies in the late War, and reſtoring 
© them a Liberty to warſhip with the Freedom of 
© their Conſciences, and Freedom in their Eſtates. 
© and Perſons when they do fo. And thus we have 
© found the Cauſe of God by the Works of God, 
* which are the Teſtimony of God; upon which 
Rock whoſoever ſplits ſhall ſuffer Shipwreck. 
Hut it is your Glory, and it is mine, if I have 

© any in the World, concerning the Intereſt of thoſe 
© that have an Intereſt in a better World; it is my 
© Glory that know a Cauſe, which yet we have not 
© loſt, but do hope we ſhall take a little Pleaſure ra- 
© ther to loſe our Lives than loſe. But you will ex- 
© cuſe this long Digreſſion. 44S 

© I ſay; unto you, whilſt you have been in the 
< midft of theſe Tranſactions, that Party, that Ca- 
© valier Party, (I could wiſh ſome of them had 
© thruſt in here to have heard what I ſay) the Ca- 


_ © valier Party have been deſigning and preparing to 


© put this Nation in Blood again with a Witneſs ; 
<. but becauſe I am confident there are none of that 
© Sort here, therefore. I ſhall ſay the leſs to that; 
© only this I muſt tell you, they have been making 


great Preparations of Arms; and, I do believe, it 


© will be made evident to you, that they have raked 
p out 
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y could afford, for divers Months laſt paſt. 
ut it will be ſaid, May we not arm ourſelves 

© for the Defence of ous Houſes ? Will any Body find 
© Fault for that? No, for that the Reaſon their 
doing ſo hath been as explicit, and under as clear 
Proof, as the Fact of doing ſo; for which I hope, 
by the Juſtice of the Land, ſome will, in the Face 
© of the Nation, anſwer it with their Lives, and 
then the Buſineſs will be pretty well out of Doubt. 

Banks of Money have been framing for theſe 
© and other ſuch like Uſes; Letters have been iſſued 
with Privy-Seals, to as great Perſons as moſt 
© are in the Nation, for the Advance of Monies, 
© which have been diſcovered to us by the Perſons 
© themſelves; Commiſſions for Regiments of Horſe 
4 and Foot, and Command of Caſtles, have been 
likewiſe given from Charles Stuart, fince your Sit- 
ting; and what the general Inſolences of that Par- 
© ty have been, the honeſt People have been ſenſi- 
© ble of, and can very well teſtify. 

© It hath not been only thus; but, as in a Quin- 
ſey or Pleuriſy, where the Humour fixeth in one 
Part, give it Scope it will gather to that Place, 
© to the hazarding of the whole; and it is natural 
© to do ſo, till it deſtroy Nature in that Perſon on 
© whomſoever this befalls. 

So likewiſe will thoſe Diſeaſes take accidental 


© out 
«Ci 


© Cauſes of Aggravation of their Diſtemper; and 


© this was that which I did aſſert, That they have 


taken accidental Cauſes for the growing and en- 


* creaſing of thoſe Diſtempers, as much as would 
© have been inthe natural Body, if timely Remedy 
were not applied. And, indeed, Things were 
© come to that Paſs (in reſpect of which I ſhall give 
© you RH Account) that no mortal Phylici- 
* an, if the great <> an had not ſtept in, could 
© have _ the Diſtemper. - 

Shall I Jay this upon your Account, or my 
own? 1 — fans I can [oy it upon God's Ac- 
count; that, if he had not ſtept in, the Diſeaſe 
© had been mortal and deſtructive; and what _ 

9 | © this 


\ 


many Thouſands of Arms, even all that this 1 
54+ 


Inter- regnum. 
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from Beaſts; that, if it muſt needs ſu 
© ſhould rather ſuffer from rich Men than from 
poor Men; who, as Solomon ſays, when they op- 
© preſs, they leave nothing behind them, but are asa 


ed in this W 


* 
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* this? Truly I muſt needs ſay, a Company of 
© Men ſtill, like Briars and Thorns, and worſe, 
© if worſe can be; of another Sort than thoſe be- 
© fore-mentioned to you have been, and yet are en- 
< deavouring to put us into Blood, and into Con- 


fuſion; more deſperate and dangerous Confuſion 
than England ever yet ſaw. 5 


And I muſt ſay, as when Gideon commanded 


© his Son to fall upon Zeba and Zalmunna, and lay 
them, they thought it more noble to die by the 
© Handofa Man, thanof a Stripling ; which ſhews, 


© there is ſome Contentment in the Hand by which 


© a Man falls: So it is ſome Satisfaction, if a Com- 
. -monwealth muſt periſh, that it periſh by Men, 


and not by the Hands of Perſons —_ little 


r, it 


9 No n. | 
© Now, ſuch as theſe alſo are grown up under 


< your Shadow. But it will be aſked, What have 
< they done? I hope, though they pretend Com- 
'< monwealths * Intereſt, they have had no En- 


couragement from you; but that, as before, ra- 
ther taken it, than that you have adminiſtered a- 


© ny Cauſe unto them for ſo doing, from Delays, 


from Hopes that this Parliament would not ſet- 
© tle; from Pamphlets, mentioning ſtrange Votes 
and Reſolves of yours, which I hope did abuſe 
you. Thus you fe, whatever the Grounds were, 
'© theſe have been the Effects. And thus I have 
laid theſe Things before you, and you and others 
will be eaſily able to judge how far you are con- 
© cerned. 

And what have theſe Men done? They have al- 
© ſo laboured'to pervert where they could, and as 


they could, the honeſt- meaning People of the Na- 
tion. They have laboured to engage ſome in the 


Army; and I doubt that not only they, but ſome 
others alſo, * well known to you, have help- 


of debauching and dividing the 
* Army; 


* 
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Army; they have, they have, I would be loath Inter-regnum. 
© to ſay, who, where, and hew, much more loath 1654. 
* to ſay they were any of your own Number; but 
] can ſay, Endeavours have been to put the Ar- Pv. 
my into a Diſtemper, and to feed that which is 
* the worſt Humour in the Army; which, though 
© it was not a, maſtering Humour, yet theſe took 
* their Advantage from Delay of the Settlement, 
* and the PraCtices before-mentioned, and ſtopping | 
* the Pay of the Army, to run us into Free 2 T 
© ter, and to bring us into the Inconveniences moſt. 
to be feared and ayoided. 
What if I am able to make it appear in Fact, that 
ſome 22 are have run into the City of Lon- 
© Jon, to perſuade to Petitions and Addreſſes to you 
© for reverſing your own Votes that you have paſled ? 
Whether theſe Practices were in favour of your Li- 
berties, or tended to beget Hopes of Peace and Set- 
© tlement from you; and whether debauching the 
* Army in England, as is before expreſſed, and 
«* ſtarving it, and putting it upon Free Quarter, 
and occaſioning and neceſſitating the greateſt Part 
* thereof in Scotland to march into England, lea- 
ving the Remainder thereof to have their Throats 
cut there; and kindling, by the reſt, a Fire in our 
* own Boſoms, were for the Advantage of Affairs 
© here, let the World judge? 
This I tell you alſo, that the Correſpondency 
© held with the Intereſt ot the Cavaliers, by that 
Party of Men called Levellers, and who call them- 
* ſelves Commonwealths Men; whoſe Declarati- 
ons were framed to that Purpoſe, and —_— to be 
« publiſhed at the Time of their common Riſing, 
* whereof we are poſſeſſed, and for which we have 
© the Confeſſion of themſelves now in Cuſtody*® ; 
* who contels alſo. they built their Hopes upon the 
* Aſſurance. they had of the Parliament's not a- 
* greeing to a Settlement, whether theſe Humours 
have not nouriſhed themſelves under your Boughs, 
| * © is 
d Many Examinations, Letters of Intelligence, and other Papers 
above referred to, may be found in Thurloe, Vol. III. p. 64, et 


ſeg. 
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ry 


© haps be different in Judgment in ſome leſſer Mat- Inter regnum. 
1654. 
9 —— 


Januar Y. 


© ters; yet as true Chriſtiags, both looking at Sal- 
vation only by Faith in the Blood of Chri/?; 
Men profeſſing the Fear of God, having Recourſe 
© to the Name of God, as to a ſtrong Tower; 1 
© ſay you might have had Opportunity to have ſet- 
© tled Peace and Quietneſs amongſt all profeſſing 
© Godlineſs, and might have been inſtrumental, 


* if not to have healed the Breaches, yet to have 


© kept the Godly of all Judgments from running 
* one upon another; and by keeping them from 
being over-run by a common Enemy, rendered 
them and theſe Nations both ſecure, happy, 
and well ſatisfied. . 

Are theſe Things done, or any Thing towards 
© them? Is there not yet upon the Spirits of Men 
a a ſtrange Itch? Nothing will ſatisfy them, unleſs 
they can put their Finger upon their Brethrens 
* Conſciences, to pinch them there. To do this 
vas no Part of the Conteſt we had with the com- 
mon Adverſary; for Religion was not the Thing 
© at the firſt conteſted for; but God brought it to 
that Iſſue at laſt, and gave it unto us by way of 
© Redundancy; and at laſt it proved to be that 
© which was moſt dear to us; and wherein conſiſted 
© this, more than in obtaining that Liberty, from 
© the Tyranny of the Biſhops, to all Species of Pro- 
* teſtants, to worſhip' God according to their own 
Light and Conſciences? For want of which 
many of our Brethren forſook their native Coun- 
tries, to ſeek their Bread from Strangers, and to 
© live in howling Wilderneſſes; and for which 
« alſo many that remained here were impriſoned 
© and otherwiſe abuſed, and made the Scorn of the 
« Nation. a n 

© Thoſe that were ſound in the Faith, how pro- 
0 per was it for them to labour for Liberty, for a juſt 
Liberty, that Men ſhould not be trampled upon 
© for their Conſciences? Had not they laboured but 
© lately under the Weight of Perſecutions, and 
© was it fit for them to fit heavy upon others? Is 
© it ingenuous to aſk Liberty, and not to give it? 

Vol. XX. D d What 
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. Inter-regnum, * What greater 1 than for thoſe who were 
| 1654. © © oppreſled by the Biſhops to become the greateſt 
1 Oporeſſors themſelves, ſo ſoon as their Yoke was 
January. «© removed? 1 could wiſh that they who call for 

"> 4 _— now alſo had not too much of that Spirit, 

© if the Power were in their Hands. 

4 © As for profane Perſons, Blaſphemers, ſuch as 

© preach Sedition, the contentious Railers, evil 

Speakers, who ſeek, by evil Words, to corrupt 

good Manners, Perſons of looſe Converſations, 

5 Puniſhment from the Civil Magiſtrate ought to 

* meet with them; becauſe, if theſe pretend Con- 

* fcience, yet walking diſorderly, and not accord- 

© ing but contrary to the Goſpel, and even to na- 

© tural Light, they are judged of all; and their 

Sins, being open, make them Subjects of the 

© Magiſtrates Sword, who onght not to bear it 
in vain. oi | | 

The Diſcipline of the Army was ſuch, that a 

Man would not be ſuffered to remain there, of 

hom we could take Notice he was guilty of 

* ſuch Practices as theſe: And therefore how hap- 

« py would England have been, and you, and I, if 

the Lord had led you on to have ſettled upon ſuch 

good Accounts as theſe are, and to have diſcoun- 

© tenanced ſuch” Practices as the other, and left 

Men indiſputable Things free to their own Con- 

© ſciences ; which was well provided for by the 
Government, and Liberty left to provide againſt 

* what was apparently evil. "rep 

© Judge you, whether the conteſting for Things 
that were provided for by this Government hath 
been profitable Expence of Time for the Good 

© of thefe Nations? By Means whereof you may 

© fee you have wholly elapſed your Time, and 

| done juſt nothing. # 

N « I will ſay this to you in Behalf of the Long 
\ © Parliament, that had ſuch an Expedient as this 
© Government deen propoſed to them, and that 
© they could have ſeen the Cauſe of God thus pro- 
* vided for; and had, by Debates, been enlightened 
in the Grounds by which the Difficulties might 
| e © have 
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t have been cleared, and the Reaſon of the whole tater-regnum, 


© inforced, the Circumſtances of Time and Per- 
© ſons, with the Temper and Diſpoſitions of the 
© People, and Aﬀairs both Abroad and at Home 

© when it was undertaken, well weighed, (as well 
© as they were thought to love their Seats) I think 


jn my Conſcience, that they would have proceed- 


ed in another Manner than you have done; and 
© not have expoſed Things to thoſe Difficulties and 
© Hazards they now are at, nor given Occaſion to 
© Jeave the People ſo diſſettled as now they are; 
«who, I dare fay, in the ſobereſt and moſt judicious 
© Part of them, did expect not a queſtioning, but 
© a doing Things in Purſuance of the Government; 


© and, if I be not miſinformed, very many of you 
© came up with this Satisfaction, having had Time 


© enough to weigh and conſider the ſame. _. 
And when I ſay ſuch an Expedient as this Go- 
© yernment is, wherein I dare aſſert there is a juſt 
© Liberty to the People of God, and the juſt Rights 
© of the People in theſe Nations provided for, I 
© can put the Iſſue thereof upon the cleareſt Reaſon, 
© whatſoeverany go about to ſuggeſt to the contrary: 
© But this not being the Time and Place of ſuch 
an Averment, for Satisfaction Sake herein enough 
© is ſaid in a Book, intituled, A State of the Caſe 
F the Canmonwealth, &c. publiſhed in January 
* 1654®: And for myſelf I deſire not to keep it an 
Hour longer than I may preſerve England in its 
54 D d 2 « juſt 
b The Title at large of this Piece, which we have in our Collec- 
tions, runs thus, A true State of the Caſe of the Commonzwealth of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Domi nions thereto belonging, 
in reference to the late eflabliſhed Government by a Lord Protector 
2 2. 
F 2 


Parliament and It being the Judgment of divers Perſons; 
who, throughout theſe late Troubles, have approv'd themſelves faith- 
ful to the-Cauſe and Intereſt of God and their Country, and preſented 
to the Public for the Satisfaction of otherz. London, printed by 
83 Spirit of Language and Subtilty of Argu 
| t is wrote with great Spirit guage ubtilty 
ment; and, from many Paſſages therein, it ſeems highly probabis 
that Cramwell was not a little concerned in the yenning of its 


1654. 


January, 


en. Be * 2 * * 
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later-regnum. © juſt Rights, and may protect the People of God 


1654. 


— mmm 


January. 


in ſuch a juſt Liberty of their Conſciences as I 
© have already. mentioned; and therefore if this 


Parliament have judged Things to be otherwiſe 


© than as J have ſtated them, it had been huge 
© Friendlineſs between Perſons that had ſuch a Re- 
© ciprocation, and in ſo great Concernments to the 


© Publick, for them to have convinced me in what 


« Particulars therein my Error lay, of which I ne- 
© ver yet had a Word from you: But, if inſtead 


- © thereof, your Time has been ſpent in ſetting up 


© ſomewhat elfe upon another Bottom than this 
* {tands, that looks as if the laying Grounds. of a 


© Quarrel had rather been defigned, than to give 


© the People Settlement; if it be thus, tis well 
your Labours have not arrived to any Maturity 


„at alͤl. 


* a 


This Government called you hither, the Con- 
« ſtitution thereof being ſo limited, a Single Per- 
ſon and a Parliament; and this was thought moſt 
© agrecable to the general Senſe of the Nation, ha- 
© ving had Experience enough by Trial of other 
Concluſions, judging this Salk likely to avoid 
© the Extremes of Monarchy on the one Hand, and 
Democracy on the other, and yet not to found 
« Dominiuni. in Gratia; and, if ſo, then certainly 
to make it more than a Notion it was requiſite 
* thatitſhould be as it is in the Government, which 


puts it upon a true and equal Balance. It has 


been already ſubmitted to the judicious honeſt 
People of this Nation, whether the Balance be not 
equal; and what their Judgment is, is viſible, by 


_ © Submiſſion to it, by acting uport it, by reſtraining 


their Fruſtees from meddling with it; and it 
neither aſks or needs any better Ratification. But 
* when Truſtees in Parliamentſhall, by Experience, 
find any Evil in any Parts of the Government, 
© referred by the Government itſelf to the Conſi- 
« deration of the Protector and Parliament (of 
vhich Time itſelf will be the beſt Diſcoverer) 
© how can it be reaſonably imagined, that a Per- 
* ſon, or Perſons, coming in by Election, and 

| « ſtanding 
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«ftanding under ſuch Obligations, and fo limited, 
© and fo neceſſitated by Oath to govern for the 
©People's Good, and to make their Love, un- 
* der God, the beſt Under-propping, and his 
© beſt Intereſt to him; how can it, I ſay, be imagi- 
© ned, that the preſent or ſucceeding Protectors will 
© refuſe to agree to alter any ſuch Thing in the Go- 
© vernment that may be found to be for the Good 


of the People, or to recede from any Thing which 


© he might be convinced caſts the Balance too 
much to the Single Perſon? And although, for 
© the preſent, the 6 FAk up, and having in his 
Power, the Militia ſeems the moſt hard, yet if 
© it ſhould be yeilded up at fuch a Time as this, 
© when there is as much need to keep this Cauſe 


© by it (which is moſt evidently at this Time im- 


* pugned by all the Enemies of it) as there was to 
get it, what would become of all? Or if it ſhould 
© not be equally placed in him and the Parliament, 
© but yielded up at any Time, it determines his 
© Power, either for doing the Good he ought, or 
© hindering Parliaments from perpetuating them- 
© ſelves, or from impoſing what Religions they 
© pleaſe on the Conſciences of Men, or what Go- 
© vernment they pleaſe upon the Nation; thereby 
ſubjecting us to Diſſettlement in every Parliament, 
6 al to the deſperate Conſequences thereof: And 
© if the Nation ſhall happen to fall into a bleſſed 
© Peace, how eaſily and certainly will their Charge 
© be taken off, and their Forces be diſbanded ; and 
then where will the Danger be to have the Mili- 
© tia thus ſtated ? » | | 

© What if I ſhould fay, If there ſhould be a Diſ- 
proportion or Diſequality as to the Power, it is 


© on the other Hand; and, if this be ſo, wherein 


© have you had Cauſe to quarrel? What Demon- 
* {trations have you held forth to ſettle me to your 
Opinion? I would you had made me ſo happy as 
* to have let me have known your Grounds. I 
© have made a free and ingenuous Confeſſion of m 

Faith to you, and I could have wifhed it had been 


in your Hearts to have agreed that fome friendly 
FF. 00 D d 3 and 


10 15 


422 The Parliamentary HisToxy 
6 Inter-regnum. * and cordial Debates might have been towards 
=, 165% © mutual Conviction: Was there none amongſt 
| you to move ſuch a Thing? No Fitneſs to liſten 
N 5 to it? No Deſire of a right Underſtanding ? If it 
* be not Folly in me to liſten to Town-talk, ſuch 
Things have been propoſed, and rejected with 
* Stiffneſs and Severity, once and again; was it 
t not likely to have been more advantageous to 
the Good of this Nation? I will ſay this to 
* you for myſelf, and to that I have my —— 
* as a thouſand Witneſſes, and I have my Comfort 
and Contentment in it, and I haye the Witneſs 
of divers here, that, I think, truly ſcorn to own 
* me in a Lye, that I would not have been averſe 
* to any Alteration, of the Good of which I might 
* have been convinced, although I could not have 
t agreed to the taking it off the Foundation on 
* which it ſtands, viz. the Acceptation and Con- 


- 


£ ſent of the People. | 
_ © T will not preſage what you have been about 
; * or doing in all this Time, nor do I love to make 
"Ik £ Conjectures z, but I muſt tell you this, that as I 
| * undertook this Government in the Simplicity of 
* my Heart, and as before God, and to do the 
t Part of an honeſt Man, and to be true to the 
* Intereſt which, in my Conſciencez is dear to 
many of you, (though it is not always underſtood 
* what God in his Wiſdom may hide from us, as 
to Peace and Settlement) ſo I can ſay, that no 
particular Intereſt, either of myſelf, Eſtate, Ho- 
* nour, or Family, are, or have been, prevalent 

b with me to this Undertaking... 

For if you had, upon the old Government, 
d offered to me this one, this one Thing, (I ſpeak, 
as thus adviſed, and before God, as having been 
* to this Day of this Qpinion ; and this hath been 
5 my conſtant Judgment, well known to many that 
hear me ſpeak) if this one Thing had been in- 
+ ſerted, this one Thing that the Government 
* ſhould have been placed in my Family Here- 
t ditarily, I would have rejected it; and I could 
* haye done no other, according to my 8 
N11 þ a Con- 
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© Conſcience and Light; I will tell you my Rea- later-regnum. 
« ſon, though I cannot tell what God will do with 1634. , 


© me, nor you, nor the Nation, for throwing away 13 | 


precious Opportunities committed to us. 

This hath been my Principle, and I liked it 
«© when this Government came firſt to be propoſed 
to me, that it puts us off that Hereditary Way; 
well looking, that as God had declared what 
Government he had delivered over to the Jetus, 
and placed it upon ſuch Perſons as had been in- 
* ſtrumental for the Conduct and Deliverance of his 
People: And conſidering that Promiſe in Iſaiab, 
that God would give Rulers as at the *; and 
Judges as at the Beginning, I did not know but 
that God might begin; and though at preſent 
with a moſt unworthy Perſon, yet, as to the fu- 
© ture, it might be after this Manner, and I thought 
this might uſher it in. I am ſpeaking as to my 2 
Judgment againſt making it Hereditary, to have 
© Men choſen for their Love to God, and to Truth 
and Juſtice, and not to have it Hereditary; for as 
© it is in Eccleſraftes, Who knoweth whether he may f ; 
© beget a Fool or a wiſe Man, honeſt or not? What- 
ever they be, they muſt come in on that Account, 
© becauſe the Government is made a Patrimony. 

* And this I do perhaps declare with too much 
« Earneſtneſs, as being my own Concernment, and 
© know not what Place it may have in your Hearts, 
and of the good People in the Nation; but, how- 
© ever it be, I have Comfort in this my Truth and 
« Plainneſs. 

© I have thus told you my Thoughts, which, 
© truly, I have declared to you in the F ear of God, 
© as knowing he will not be mocked; and in the 
0 * of God, as knowing and rejoicing that 
I am kept in my ſpeaking; eſpecially when I do 
© not form or frame Things without the Compaſs 
of Integrity and Honeſty, that my own Conſci- \ 
© ence gives me not the Lye to what I ſay; and 
then, in what ſay, I can rejoice. ; 

© Now, to ſpeak a Word or two to you: Of that 
I muſt profeſs, in the Name of the ſame = 

an 
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Inter · pegnum. ( and wiſh that there had been no Cauſe that ! 


wh], .- 


ſhould have thus ſpoken to you; and though I 
© have told you that I came with Joy the firſt Time, 
* with. ſome Regret . the ſecond, yet now I ſpeak 
« with moſt Regret af all. 

I look upon you, as having among you many 
Perſons that I could lay dawn my Lite individu- 
ally for; 1 could, through the Grace of God, 
$ delle to lay down my Life for you; ſo far am I 
from having an unkind or unchriſtian Heart to- 
* wards you in your particular Capacities. 75 
_ © have 115 indeed as a Work moſt incumbent 
© upon me; I conſulted what might be my Du 
: in luch a Day as this, caſting up all Cookiders 
© tions. - I muſt confeſs, 2s I told you, that I did 
< think, occaſionally, this Nation hath ſuffered 
< extremely in-the Respect mentioned, as alſo in 
< the Diſappointments of their Expectations of that 
Juſtice that was due to them by your fitting thus 
long; and what have you brought forth ? 1 

I did not, nor cannot, apprehend what it is; 
I would be loath to call it a Fate, that were too 
* Paganiſha Word; but there was ſomething in 
© it that we have not in our Expectations. 

I did think alſo, for myſelf, that I am like to 
meet with Difficulties; and that this Nation will 
© not, as it is fit it ſhould not, be deluded with 
< Pretexts of Neceſſity in that great Buſineſs of 
< raiſing of Money: And were it not that I can 
© make ſome Dilemma's, upon which to reſolve 
_ © ſome Things of my Conſcience, Judgment, and 
Actions, I thould fink at the very Proſpect of my 
Encounters; ſome of them are general, ſome are 
more ſpecial. ' Suppoling this Cauſe, or this Bu- 
« ſineſs, muſt be carried on, it is either of God, or 
of Man; if it be of Man, I would I had never 
< touched it with a Finger. If I had not had a 
Hope fix'd in me that this Cauſe, and this Buſi- 
© neſs, is of God, I would many Years ago have 
run from it; if it be of God, he will bear it up; 
© if it be of Man, it will tumble, as every Thing 
* that hath been of Man ſince the World began 

| | © hath 
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£ hath done. And what are all our Hiſtories, and Later-reguum. 
other Traditions of Actions in former Times, 1654 
but God manifeſting himſelf, that he hath ſhaken — 
and tumbled down, and trampled upon, every ug. 
Thing that he hath not planted? And as this is, 

© ſo the All- wiſe God deal with it. , 

If this be of human Structure and Invention, 
and it be an old Plotting and Contrivance to bring 
Things to this Iſſue, and that they are not the 
« Births of Providence, then they will tumble: 
© But if the Lord take Pleaſure in England, and if 
© he will do us good, he is able to bear us up; let 
© the Difficulties be whatſoever they will, we ſhall, 
© in his Strength, be able to encounter with them. 
And, I bleſs God, I have been inured to Diffi- 
* culties, and I never found God failing when I 
* truſted in him: I can laugh and ſing in my Heart 
* when I ſpeak of theſe Things to you, or elſe- 
where. And tho' ſome may think it is an hard 
* Thing, without Parliamentary Authority, to raiſe 
Money upon this Nation; yet I have another 
Argument to the good People of this Nation, if 
© they would be ſafe, and have no better Principle; 
* whether they prefer the having of their Will, 
© though it be their Deſtruction, rather than com- 
© ply with Things of Neceſſity? That will excuſe 
* me; but I ſhould wrong my native Country to 
ſuppoſe this. 1 

a For T look at the People of theſe Nations as the 
« Bleſſing of the Lord, and they are a People bleſ- 
* ſed by God. They have been fo, and they will 
* be ſo, by reaſon of that immortal Seed which 
© hath been and is among them, thoſe regenerated 
Ones in the Land, of ſeveral Judgments, who are 
© all the Flock of Chrift, and Lambs of Chrif, 
though perhaps under many unruly Paſſions and 
© Troubles of Spirit, whereby they give Diſquiet j 
* to themſelves and others; yet they are not ſo to | 
© God as to us; he is a God of other Patience, 

* and he will own the leaſt of Truth in the Hearts 
* of his People; and the People being the Bleſing 
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© of God, they will not be ſo angry but they will 
© prefer their Safety to their Paſſions, and their real 
© Security to Forms, when Neceſſity calls for Sup- 
© plies. Had they not well been acquainted with 
this Principle, they had never ſeen this Day of 
© Goſpel-Liberty. _ 

Hut if an Man ſhall object, It is an eaſy Thing 
© to talk of Neceſſities, when Men create Neceſſi- 


ties; would not the Lord Protector make himſelf 


great, and his Family great? Doth not he make 
© theſe Neceflities ? And then he will come upon 
the People with this Argument of Neceſſity. 

This were ſomething hard indeed; but I have 
© not yet known what it is to make Neceſſities, 
* whatſoever the Judgments or Thoughts of Men 
dare. And I fay this, not only to this Aſſembly 
© but to the World, that that Man liveth not that 
© can come to me and charge me that I have, in 
< theſe great Revolutions, made Neceſſities; I chal- 
< Jenge even all that fear God; and as God hath 


_ © ſaid, my Glory I will not give unto another; let 


Men take heed, and be twice adviſed, how they 
© call his Revolutions the Things of God, and his 
working of Things from one Period to-another, 
© how, I fay, they call them Neceſſities of Men's 
Creation; for by ſo doing they do vilify and leſſen 
© the Works of God, and rob him of his Glory, 
« which, he hath ſaid, he will not give unto another, 
© nor ſuffer to be taken from him. We know 
© what God did to Herod when he was applauded, 
© and did not acknowledge God; and God know- 
eth what he will do with Men when they ſhall 
© call his Revolutions human Deſigns, and fo de- 
tract from his Glory, when they have not been 
© forecaſt, but ſudden Providences in Things, 


© whereby carnal and worldly Men are enraged; 


and under and at which many, I fear, * 
good) have murmured and repined, becauſe diſ- 
appointed of their miſtaken Fancies : But till 
© they have been the wiſe Diſpoſings of the Al- 
© mighty, though Inſtruments have had Las 
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# fions and Frailties ; and I think it is an Honour fater-regnum. 
to God to acknowledge the Neceſſities to have 1654. 
been of God's. impoſing, when truly they have 4 
been ſo, as indeed they have, when we take our If. , 
« Sin in our 2 to ourſelves; and much more 8 
« ſafe than to judge Things ſo contingent as if 
there were not a God that ruled the Earth. 

„We know the Lord hath poured this Nation 
from Veſlel to Veſſel, till he poured it into your 
Lap, when you came firſt together: I am confi- 
dent that it came ſo into your Hands and was not 
0 Nie by you to be from counterfeited or 0 
Næceſſity, but by Divine Providence and Diſpen- 
© ſation, And this I ſpeak with more Earneſtneſs, 
* becauſe I ſpeak for God, and not for Men; I 
* would have any Man to come and tell of the 
$ Tranſactions that have been, and of thoſe Periods 
* of Time wherein God hath made theſe Revo- 
* lutions, and find where they can fix a feigned 
6 Br | | 

I could recite Particulars, if either my Strength 
* would ſerve me to ſpeak, or yours to hear; if 
* that you would revolve the great Hand of God in 
© his great Diſpenſations, you would find that there 
© is | a Man that fa off at any Period of 
Time when God had any Work to do, that can 
, give God or his Work, at this Day, a good 
* Word. 

© It was, ſay ſome, the Cunning of the Lord 
Protector; I take it to myſelf: It was the Craft of 
© ſuch a Man, and his Plot that hath brought it 
about: And, as they ſay in other Countries, there 
are five or fix cunning Men in England that have 
* Skill, they do all theſe Things: Oh what Blaſ- 
© phemy is this ! becauſe Men, that are without God 
in the World, and walk not with him, know 
* not what it is to pray, or believe, and to receive 
* Returns from God, and to be ſpoken unto by the 
Spirit of God, who ſpeaks without a written 
Word ſometimes, yet according to it. God hath 
* ſpoken heretofore in divers ners, let him 
* ſpeak as he pleaſeth : Hath he not given us Li- 

| © berty ? 
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| betty! Nay, is it not our Duty to go to the Law 


and to the Teſtimony? And there we ſhall find 
that there bave been Impreſſions in extraordinary 
Caſes, as well without the written Word as with 
it; and therefore there is no Difference in the 
© Thing thus afferted from Truths generally re- 


| © ceived, except we will exclude the Spirit, with- 


© out whoſe Concurrence all other Teachings are 
© ineffectual. He doth ſpeak to the Hearts and Con- 
© ſciences of Men, and leadeth them to his Law 
© and Teſtimony ; and there he ſpeaks to them, 
© and ſo gives them double Teachings according to 
© that of Fob, God ſpeaketh once, yea twice ; and 
< that of David, God bath ſpoken once, yea twice 
© have I heard this. "Thoſe Men that live upon 
© their Mumpſimus and Sumpſimus *, their Maſſes 
and Service-Books, their dead and carnal Wor- 
* ſhip, no Marvei if they be Strangers to God, 
and the Works of God, and to Spiritual Diſpen- 
< ſations, And becauſe they ſay and believe thus, 
< muſt we do fo too? We in this Land have been 
© otherwiſe inſtructed, - even by the Word, and 
© Works, and Spirit of God. . 
Wks lay that Men bring forth theſe Things, 
© when God doth them, judge you if God will 
c b&ar this. I wiſh that every ſober Heart, tho' 
he hath had Temptations upon him of deſerting 
< this Cauſe of God, yet may take heed how he 
6 thre” and falls into the Hands of, the living 
God by ſuch Blaſphemies as theſe, according to 
© the tenth of the Hebrews, If we fin wilfully after 
© that we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, 


"© there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin. It was 


© ſpoken to the Jews that, having profeſſed Chrift, 
©apoſtatized from him: What then? Nothing 
but @ fearful Falling into the Hands of the living 
6 Up 
They that ſhall attribute to this or that Perſon 
< the Contrivances and Production of thoſe mighty 
S 9y - © Things 
© Cromwell ſeems to have borrowed this Expreſſion from Kee 
Henry the'Eighth's laſt Speech to his 7. Anno 1546. 


See our Third Volume, p. 205. 
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Things God hath wrought in the midſt of us 

© and that they have not been the Revolutions of 
« Chriſt himſelf, upon whoſe Shoulders the Go- 
« yernment is laid, they ſpeak againſt God, and 
« they fall under his Hand without a Mediator; 
« that is, if we deny the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
« Glory of all his Works in the World, by which 
© he rules Kingdoms, and doth adminifter, and is 
the Rod of his Strength, we provoke the Medi- 
«ator; and he may ſay, III leave you to God, 
ll not intercede for you, let him tear you to 
Pieces; I'll leave thee to fall into God's Hands; 
thou denieſt me my Sovereignty and Power com- 
© mitted to me; I'll not intercede nor mediate for 
« thee, thou falleſt into the Hands of the living 
God: Therefore whatſoever you may judge Men 
« for, and ſay, This Man is cunging, and politic, 
© and ſubtle; take heed again, I fay, how you 


judge of his Revolutions, as the Products of Men's 


Inventions. & 40} 11613 

I may be thought to preſs too much upon this 
Theme; but I pray God it may ſtick upon your 
© Hearts and mine. The worldly-minded Man 
© knows. nothing of this, but is a Stranger to it; 
and becauſe of this, his Atheiſms and Murmur- 
© ings at Inſtruments, yea, repining at God him- 
« ſelf: And no Wonder, conſidering the Lord hath 
done ſuch Things amongſt us as have not been 
© known in the World theſe thoufand Years ; and 
© yet, notwithſtanding, is not owned by us. 


There is another Neceſſity which you have put . 
upon us, and we have not fought. I appeal to 


God, Angels, and Men, if I ſhall raiſe Money 
according to the Article in the Government 
* which had Power to call you hither, and did; 
* and, inſtead of ſeaſonably providing for the Ar- 
my, you have laboured to overthrow the Govern- 


ment, and the Army is now upon Free Quarter; 


* and you would never ſa much as let me hear a 
© Tittle from you concerning it: Where is the 
Fault? Has it not been as if you had a Purpoſe to 
put this Extremity upon us and the Nation? I 
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© hope this was not in your Minds, I am not wil- 
© ling to judge ſo; but this is the State unto which 
© we are reduced. By the Deſigns of ſome in the 
© Army, who are now in Cuſtody *, it was deſign'd 


© to get as many of them as could, (through Diſ- 
© content for want of Money, the Army being in 


© a barren Country, near thirty Weeks behind in 


Pay, and upon other ſpecious Pretences) to 
march for England out of Scotland; and, in Diſ- 


© content, to ſeize" their General there, a faithful 
© and honeſt Man, that ſo another might head the 
* Army, and all this Opportunity taken from your 
© Delays: Whether will this be a Thing of feign'd 
Neceſſity? What could it ſignify, but that the 
Army are in Diſcontent already; and, we'll 
© make them live upon Stones; we'll make them 


_ © caſt off their Governors and Diſcipline ? What 


© can be ſaid to this? I liſt not to unſaddle myſelf, 
© and put the Fault upon others Backs: Whether 


© it hath been for the Good of England, whilſt Men 


© have been talking of this Thing or the other, 


© and pretending Liberty, and many good Woords, 


© whether it has been as it ſhould have been? I 
am confident. you cannot think it has, the Nation 


will not think ſo. And, if the Worſt ſhould be 


© made of Tung I know not what the Corn 
Men, or the Lincolnſhire Men, may think, or 
© other Counties; but I believe they will all think 


© they are not ſafe. A temporary Suſpenſion of 


< caring for the greateſt Liberties and Privileges 


(if it were ſo, which is denied) would not have 
© been of that Damage, that the not providing 
© againſt Free Quarter hath run the Nation upon. 
And if it be my Eiberty to walk abroad in the 


© Fields, or to take a Journey, yet it is not my 


© Wiſdom to do ſo when my Houſe is on Fire. 
© T have troubled you with a long Speech, and 


I believe it may not have the ſame Reſentment 


. ; f with 
f Lord Gaey of Grooby, Major - Generals Harriſon and Overton, 


, Colonels Rich, Carex, _ and others 


Thurle, Vol, III. p, 64, 66, 67,147, « eg. 
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«© with all that it hath with ſome: But becauſe that Nous 


© is unknown to me, I ſhall leave it to God, and 
© conclude with this; That I think myſelf bound as 
© in my Duty, to God and the People of theſe Na- 
© tions, to their Safety and Good in every Reſpect, 
I think it my Duty to tell you, That it is not for 
© the Profit of theſe Nations, nor for Common and 
© Public Good, for you to continue here any long- 
der; and therefore I do declare unto you, That 
« I do diſſolve this Parliament,” s 


Cromwell having now got rid of his Parliament, 
becauſe he found them not ſo pliable to his Pur- 
poſes as he expected, he and his Council applied 
themſelves cloſely to the making of Laws without 
them. "The firſt Thing the Ti was to paſs.an 
Ordinance for laying an Aſſeſſment of 60,000 l. 
— 7 for the M 

avy ; they alſo paſſed an Ordinance for Continu- 
ance of the Alms- Houſes and poor Knights of 
Windſor-Caftle; and another for inforcing the Acts 
and Ordinances made before the Meeting of the 
laſt Parliament, touching the collecting of the Ex- 
ciſe throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland; 
beſides which ſome other Ordinances were alſo 
framed to ſoften the Minds of the People, and re- 
concile them to the Protector's Government, by 
lightening the Burdens and Inconveniences in the 
Proceedings of the Law, and other Matters, an 
Account of which will be given hereafter. 


February. About this Time a Plot was diſco- a Plot again 


aintenance of the Army and 


\ 


— — 
February. 


vered, which had been laid by the Royaliſts, and him defeated, 


was to have been executed in different Parts of the 
Kingdom at the ſame Time: But being unſucceſs- 
ful, it proved a lucky Incident to "Cromwell, by 
ſerving the more effectually to ſtrengthen his Uſur- 
pation : Beſides, it diverted the Minds of the 
People from reflecting ſo warmly on the Protec- 
tor's late Actions, as they otherwiſe might have 
done. Upon the firſt Information thereof he ſent 
for the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, _ 

oun- 


Ordinances paſ- 
ſed by Cromwell 


1655. 


* 
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Council of London; and, acquainting them with 
the Conſpiracy againſt him, required them to take 


l. Care of the Peace of the City, for which Purpoſe 


he gave them à Commiſſion to raiſe Forces under 
Major-General Stippon. He alſo iſſued a Procla - 
mation for prolibiting Horſe- Races for fix Months, 

the great Concourſe of People, uſually fre- 
quenting ſuch Meetings, ſhould furniſh Opportu- 
nities for raiſing freſh Troubles in the Common- 
wealth ; another for putting in Execution the Laws 
and Ordinances againſt Jeſuits and Romiſb Prieſts, 


and forthe ſpeedy Conviction of Popiſh Recuſants; 


And a third for commanding all Perſons, who had 


| minſter, and within 
twenty Miles thereof, (unleſs it were their proper 
- of Habiration) within fix Days after the Pub- 
tion of the faid Proclamation. * _ 
Mr. Eudlbw feems to blame the King of Scots, 
as he calls him, for 5 hi his Friends in this 
W 


been of the late King's Party, or his Son's, to de- 
part out of London and WR 


defperate Undertakin coſt the Lives of 
many, when he might ſee clearly his Game was 
playing by the Uſurper, through the Diviſions he 
made amonꝑſt thoſe whoſe Intereſt it was to be 
united in Oppoſition 'to the King. Cromwell, 
who ſpared no Money to 28 leine of theſe 
Deſigns, was beſore- hand with the Royaliſts, and 
ſeized upon many of them eer they had Time to 
draw together; others, that were up in Arms, were 
diſcomfited and taken, and all the Priſons in Eng- 


land were filled with them. 8 


April. Now followed- Executions upon Exe- 
cutions in different Places; after which came Con- 


fiſeations and other ſevere Penalties, exacted from 
the whole. Royal Party; in which Cromwell broke 


through all their Compoſitions, and even the Act 
of Oblivion itſelf, in obtaining and paſſing. of 


5 which 
= Memoirs, p. 513. 
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Which he had ſo great a Hand, when it was his Inter-regnum. 
\ Intereſt to cajole the Cavalier Party: To this 1655. 
End he and his Council paſſed an Ordinance for 8 
levying a tenth Part of their Eſtates to malntain, as ; 
he pretended, thoſe extraordinary Forces, which 
their turbulent and ſeditious Practices obliged him 
to keep up; and, in order to put this deteſtable Pro- 
ject in Execution, he divided England into twelve 
Cantons, over each of which he placed a Baſhaw, 
under the Title of Major-General, who was to have Whoa by 
the Inſpection and Government of inferior Com- appoints a Num- 
miſfioners in every County, with Orders to ſeize px of Major- 
the Perſons and diſtrain the Eſtates" of ſuch as wt ius, 
ſhould be refractory, and to put in Execution ſuch tions againſt his 
— Directions as they ſhould receive from Government. 
im. 5 
The Names of theſe Major-Generals, with the 
reſpective Diſtricts under their Command, were, 
or London, Major-General Nr 3 
For Meſiminſter and Middleſex, Col. Barkſlead, 
Lieutenant of the Tower. | ; 
For Kent and Surrey, Col. Kelſey. | 
For Suſſex, Hampſhire, and Berkſhire, Col. Goff. 
For Glouceſterſbire, Wilthire, ny” needs So- 
merſelſbire, Devonſhire, and Cornibal, General Deſ- 
borough. | Mak 
F — Oxfordſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Hertford- 
ſhire, Cambridgeſhire, Ile of Ely, Eſſex, Norfolk, 
and Suffolk, Lord-Deputy Fleetwood. 
For Lincolnſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Derbyſhire, 
Warwickſhire, and Leiceſterſhire, Commiſſary-Ge- 
neral Yhalley. | Rene 
For N. orthamptonſhire, Bedfordſhire, Rutland- 
ſhire, and Huntingdonſhire, Major Butler. 
For Warceſterſhire,, Herefordſhire, Salop, and 


North-Wales, Col. Berry. WY ; 
4 Soutt-Wales, Col. Dau- 


J For Monmouthſhire an 
* | 
For Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, and Staffordſhire, Col. 
Warſley. And 
For Yorkſhire, Durham, Cumberland, Weſimore- 
land, and Northumberland, Lord Preſident Lambert. 
Vol. XX. Ee This 
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| EY This new tyrannous Project of placing Majors- 


1655. 


A Declaration of © 
His Reaſons for 


fo doing 


General in each County, was firſt ſet on Foot in 
the Month of October this Year ; but they had not 
their Commiſſions to act by till the next Month; 
when Inſtructions were given to them to take Se- 
cutity of all who had been in Arms for the King, 


for their peaceable Demeanor and Obedience to 


the Protector, as well as to exact from them the 
Tenths aforementioned. In order to make this 
roceeding go down more readily, Cromwell pub- 
liſhed a 2 of the Juſtice and Neceſſity 
thereof, by way of Vindication of himſelf and his 
Council for acting theſe V iolences againſt the Royal 
Party; which ſince it contains the whole Hiſtory of 
the late Plot, and is no where elſe ſo much as men- 
tioned, except a ſhort Abſtract of ſome of the Heads 
of it in Lord Clarendon , we ſhall give at large, as 
printed by Authority this Year, without any Apo- 
logy for the Length of it. 47 
This Piece is intitled, 


A DecLanration of his Hictixegss, by the Ad- 
vice of his Council, ſhewing the Reaſons of their 
Praceedings for ſecuring the Peace of the Com- 
4 upon Occaſion of the late Inſurrection 
and Rebellion.“ | | 


Fter it had pleaſed God to give ſo clear a De- 
6 A cifion of thoſe Conteſts, which the well- 
affected People of this Nation, for many Y ears to- 
- gether, bad with the late King and his Party, and 
© thoſe who, after him, eſpouſed that Incerefl, and 


engaged upon the ſame Bottom; that the Adver- 


© faxies were wholly vanquiſh'd, and both their 


© Perſotis and Eftates, through the gracious Diſ- 


© penſations of God, ſubjected to the Power of 
© thoſe whom they had deſigned to enſlave and ru- 


in, it was hoped that that viſible Hand of God, 


© which appeared againſt them in the War upon 


© all Occaſions, would have had ſuitable Impreſſi- 


| ons; 
© Hifory, Vol. VI. p. 570. | 
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ons; and been ſufficient to convince them of Inter-regoumi. 


* the Error of their Way, and EN ged them to 
© deſert it, with thoſe Principles of Lorient 
and Profaneneſs, which the Heads and Leaders 
aof that Party had long endeayoured to debauch the 
Nation with; and fo obliged them not only to 
live peaceably under that Power which they were 
© ſo eminently, by the Providence of God, brought 
© under, by laying aſide the Remembrance of for- 
* mer Differences, to endeavour, in their ſeveral 
« Capacities, the carrying on and maintaining the 
c Peace and Good of the whole z ef] cially if they 
* ſhould ſee an End of their Troubles; and them- 
* ſelves put into ſuch a Condition that they might 
© not be liable to future Revenge for what was paſt; 
© but might be free, both in their Eſtates and Per- 
© ſons, equally with other Men: And therefore 
© as it was moſt evident, as well by their being 


admitted at firſt to compound for their Eſtates, 


© 2s alſo in the Terms of their Compoſition, (which 


© were ſo eaſy and moderate to the Generality, as 
* that it led them to a better Condition of Support 


* than generally befell the Parliament's Party, con- 
ſidering their many and large Payments to main- 
© tain a long and expenceful War) that the ori- 


« vinal Intention of thoſe who had then the Con- 
6 Tut of Affairs, was not to extirpate theſe Men, 


with Deſigns of poſſeſſing their Eſtates and For- 


© tunes; but, at firſt, only to defend their Liber- 


© ties; and, after, to deprive. them of thoſe Arms 
* wherewith they deſigned to enflave themſelves 


© and the whole Nation; leaving them in that Con- 


dition after they were overcome, as they might 
© live in their former Qualities, enjoying theirEſtates 
© and equal Protection with thoſe whom they had 


© endeavour d to deſtroy. A Proceeding very extra- 


© ordinary, if compared with that which other Na- 
tions, in all Ages, have endured after a like Diſ- 
appointment by Civil War; who have held it for a 
Principle, That Settlement, after ſuch Commo- 
tions, is obtain'd and conferv'd by a total Diſabling 
* the very Inclinations of thoſe in Times of Peace, 

Ee 2 © whoſe 
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* whoſe Actions have been dangerous in War; and, 
© in this Nation, in former Ages, Loſs of Life and 
* Confiſcation, having been very uſually the Con- 
* ſequences in the like Caſes: We ſay, as the 


clear Intentions of the Parliament's Party were 


© diſcovered and manifeſt in their firſt Proceedings 
© with their Enemies, to wit, That they deſigned 
© not their Ruin, but Reformation ; ſo, after the 
© Battle of JYorcefter, upon that memorable Day 
© of the third of September, when the Hopes of the 
Enemy ſeemed to be wholly broken, having 
© neither Forces in the Field, nor Garriſon left in 
* England; and Scotland which, untill then, might 


be ſome Ground of Confidence to them, and of 


© Danger to us, ſo far ſubdued, that no conſidera- 
ble Enemy was left there; which alſo was the 
Condition of Ireland. When all Things were re- 
© duced into that State and Condition, that as theſe 
© Men could, in Reaſon, have but ſmall or no 
© Hopes of any Change of Affairs, or new Oppor- 
© tunities to aſſert their old Cauſe; ſo had we; thro” 
© the continued Aſſiſtance and Preſence of God, no 
* Ground to fear any new Attempts from them, 
© that might oblige us to any baſe and unworthy 
© Compliance with them; all Endeavours were uſed 
on this Side to lay Foundations of compoſin 

© the Spirits, and uniting a broken and divided 
People through a Ten-years War. There was 


not only a punctual Performance of Articles of 


* War, the like whereof no Hiſtory can parallel, 
(a Court being purpoſely erected to do them Ju- 
* ſtice in that Pardeular and the Power thereof 
© entruſted in ſuch Hands, who, as was intended 
in their Choice, did execute it effectually on their 
* Behalf) but an Act of Grace and Oblivion was 
granted to them; which Favour, as they could 
© not have any Pretenſions to claim, 'or indeed ex- 
* peR, ſo neither could the Makers thereof have 


© any other Motives or Arguments to induce them 


* thereunto, but ſuch as muſt proceed from the 

* Deſires they had to heal and cement, and to take 

* away all Seeds of Difference and Separation, oy 
. - [4 0 
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© of putting what was paſt into Oblivion; by Means Inter- reznum. 


* whereof the Hearts of the Nation, unhappily di- 
© vided, might chearfully and affectionately meet 
in mutual Intereſt; on which might follow Peace, 
Settlement, and Reformation; and, conſequent- 
* ly, the Taxes and Burdens which have been long 
continued, might be ſafely taken from off the 
People. | | 

© Upon theſe Grounds alſo was it, that fo great 
* Reſpect was had to this Sort of Men in the Set- 
* tlement of the preſent Government, whereby 
they were admitted, after three Parliaments, to 


be elected to fit in the Supreme Councils of the 


© Nation. 

© It is true, indeed, ſome Oppoſition was made 
* to that Lenity which was uſed towards this Par- 
* ty, and more eſpecially to the Act of Oblivion; 


many being of this Perſuaſion, That it would not 


* work thoſe good Effects as were deſigned and 
© wiſhed ; but, on the contrary, that all this In- 
* dulgence would be abuſed, and Opportunities 
© given thereby of raiſing new Troubles, to the 
. * of the Cauſe we had ſo long con- 
© tended for; wherein yet the Parliament itſelf were 
© of a different Judgment from them, conceiving 
© it impoſſible that there ſhould be any Sort of Men 
* ſo devoid of Ingenuity and Candour, or fo re- 
© ſolved in their Way, that neither the Diſpenſa- 
© tions of God, nor Kindnef of Men, could work 
© upon them; however, it was thought, that in 
« caſe they were miſtaken, and that it ſhould fo 
fall out in Fact, and upon Experience, that thoſe 
© who were, by the mighty and out- ſtretched Hand 
© of the Lord, brought into a Condition to aſk Fa- 
© vour, to ſolicit for the blotting out the Remem- 
© brance of paſt Actions, and to be reſtored to the 
© common Privileges of the Nation, which 4 
© had juſtly forfeited, ſhould ” ut: deſpiſe and reje 
© it when it was offered, and retain their Enmity 
© after that they had been forced from their Arms, 
© it would then have this Effect at leaſt, the leaving 
f of ſuch without Excuſe, in whatſoeyer Ways of 
| Ee 3 Se- 
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Severity the State ſhould be neceſſitated to pro- 
© ceed with them in for providing for, and ſecu- 


ring the Peace of, the Nation, when Ways of 
Tenderneſs were by them render'd ineffectual to 
e thofe' Ende: And we do acknowledge, unleſs the 


Carriage towards them had been ſuch as is be- 


fore expreſs'd, we could not, with Comfort and 


« Satisfaction to ourſelves, have uſed the Courſe 


© we now fee we are obliged to take againſt the 


$ Perſons and Eſtates of that Party, for ſecuring 


'< the Lives, Liberties, Peace, and Comfort of all 
© the well affected 2 of theſe three Nations. 


Hut it having pleaſed God, in his Providence, 
ſo to order Things, that there was not only For- 


< bearance and Moderation uſed towards them, 


© and Hopes given that they might enjoy their Free- 
dom, and have equal Protection in their Perſons 


and Eſtates with the reſt of the Nation, but they 


might claim it as their Right, and as due unto 


them by the Laws and Conftitutions of the Land, 


as well as any Perfon whatſoever who had been 
of this Side; there can be no other Conſtruction 


made of the Actings of that Party, to the Diſtur- 


t bance of the public Peace, and to the Subver- 


< fion of the Government, but that they are im- 
F placable in their Malice and Revenge, and never 
to be qrayyn from their adhering to that curſed 


< Ttitereſt, which hath been the Occaſion of the 


5 ſhedding of fo much innocent Blood, and almoſt 
of the Ruin and Deſtruction of theſe Lands. And 
therefore we do not now only find ourſelf ſatis- 


b fied, but obliged in Duty, both towards God 
© and this Nation, to proceed upon other Grounds 


than formerly, with thoſe who ſhall deſerve this 


Character; and the Articles of War, Act of 


Oblivion, and other Favours tendered, yea grant- 
<'ed, to theſe Men, are fo far from lying in our 
© Way, or bepetting Scruples in our Mind con- 


t cerning the ſame, that our Hands are ſtrength- 


enced from thence to this Work, and many 


b have ſtuek with us, as we have before expreſs'd. 


+ Doubts removed thereby, which otherwiſe would 


It 
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* of War, as the Favour and Grace granted by the 
Act of Oblivion, contained in them a Recipro- 
_ © eation, as there did a real Benefit and Advantage 
* accrue to the Grantees, fo certainly was there a 
Good intended and deſigned by them to the State: 
If the State do not attain their End, neither ought 
the other to accomplith theirs. In ſuch Acts as 
© theſe are, either both are bound, or both are at 
Liberty, and in the ſame Condition as if no 
« fuch- Things had been done or acted : Certainly 
© none have ſigned to Articles of War that are not 


conditional; or when thoſe who received thoſe 


Articles reſolved to break the Conditions, they 
had not then the Conſent of thoſe who gave them. 
Who did ever allow ſugh Articles to Enemies, 
as might aſſiſt them to execute their Malice 


« and Revenge * If no Breach of Faith can make 


© a Forfeiture of Articles, the Condition of thoſe 
© who receive them, is better than of him that gives 
them, -becauſe he ſubmits himſelf to Surprize, 
* after he hath endured the Hazard and Expence of 
open War. | 
And as for the Act of Oblivion; that muſt needs 
© be meant as an Obligation upon the Enemy, and 
as a proper Means to take away the Eninity con- 
© tracted by the War; intending, by Mercy, to 
reform thoſe who had oppoſed themſelves to the 
public Welfare; and this need not be expreſſed, 
dit doth imply ſuch a Condition in the Nature of 
© it. All Pardons are granted with Clauſes of good 
© Behaviour, either explicit or implied; becauſe 
© elſe whoever grants them, lets looſe a Delin- 
quent to a future Offence ; and he that anſwers 
© not the End and Conſideration of the Pardon, 
© cannot, in Reaſon, be ſaid,ever to accept it. The 
Parliament, by that Act, intended not only an 
Oblivion of, the Offences of the aforeſaid Party, 
© whereby they had render'd themſelves obnoxious, 
© but that this Kindneſs ſhould be anſwered with 
Obedience on their Part, and produce a real 
Change in their Principles and Intereſt, as to the 
| com- 


[ Grill not be denied, That as well the Articles later-regnum. 
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ter. regnum. common Cauſe this great Conteſt had been about; 


. 
” — * 


© for, otherwiſe, this Act cannot be conſidered as 
© obligatory to thoſe who gave it: And, in this 
© Cafe, Forbearance from outward Action will not 
© ayatl, nor intitle to the Benefit of the Pardon, if 
© yet there be Malice and Revenge in the Heart, 
and ſuch aleaning and adhering to the old Intereſt, 
that nothing is wanting for the Diſcovery there- 
© of, but a fitting Opportunity; for as ſuch Men 
© cannot, ingſuſtice and Ingenuity, claim the Be- 
© nefit of an AR of Favour from that Supreme Ma- 
6 Farne to whom they know themſelves to be 
Enemies; ſo neither is that Magiſtrate bound, 
in Juſtice before God or Men, to give it to them, 
< if he hath Reaſon to believe, from the Courſe of 
© their Converſations, that they are ſuch, and that 
© their Intentions towards the Government, under 
< which they live, are the ſame as when they were 
in open Arms againſt it; and is at Liberty to car- 
ry himſelf towards them, as if no ſuch Act had 
© been. Nay, he may proceed againſt them with 
pore Severity, in as much as he hath uſed the 
aſt Means to reclaim them without Fruit ; and 
© knows, by Experience, that nothing but the 
Sword will reſtrain them from Blood and Vio- 
8 lence. — a N s 4 

Then, if this be the Caſe between us and the 
© late King's Party, to wit, That they have noto- 
© riouſly manifeſted it to the Conſeiences of all 
Men, that they do not only retain their old Prin- 
© ciples, and ſtil] adhere to their former Intereſt in 
direct Oppoſition to the Government eſtabliſhed, 
but have been all along hatching new Diſturban- 
ces; and endeavouring, as well by ſecret. and 
bloody Aſſaſſinations, as by open Force, to in- 
© troduce the one, and overthrow and ſubvert 
the other: It will not be thought ſtrange, upon 
any Account whatſoever, that we did latel 
© ſecure ſo many of the Men of that Intereſt, al. 
* though they were.not viſible in Arms upon the 
© late Inſurrection; nor that we have laid a Bur- 
+ den upon fome of their Eſtates, beyond what is 

ey * | . 
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< impoſed upon the reſt of the Nation, towards the Inter-reguum, 


« defraying of that Charge which they are the Oc- 
%caſfion of; with ſome other Things which we 
© have found neceſlary, in this Time of Danger, 
* to direct concerning them, for the Peace and 
« Safety of the whole. " is 

Now, to evince this, tho' the Walks of Con- 
© ſpirators, who are a fly and ſecret Generation of 
Men, are ever in the Dark, and the Meaſure of 
© all their Feet cannot be exactly taken and com- 
« pared, yet many of their Steps having been diſ- 
covered through the Goodneſs of the All-ſeeing 
God, we ſhall ſet down ſuch Part thereof as may 
be of uſe to make public. 


We ſhall not particularly mention ſome Aber 


$ hand and very ſecret Contrivances which they had, 
and made ſome Trial of, whereby they would 
© have inſenſibly wound themſelves into that Power, 
+ which they were not able to do by open Force; 
but that Way not taking, they then betook them- 
* ſelves to Counſels of raiſing a new War, and de- 
* ſigning a general Inſurrection throughout the Na- 
tion. 

And, to ripen thoſe Reſolutions, ſome Per- 
© ſons were ſent from hence to Charles Stuart, with 
Letters of Credit, and a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
* ney, the better to gain Belief, to give him Aſſu- 
* rance that the Reaſons why the Nobility and 
* Gentry, and Bulk of the Kingdom of England, 
which, they ſaid, were Epiſcopal, and of his 
former Party, did not riſe with him upon his late 
© March from Scotland, was, becauſe he was be- 


* lieved to have gone upon Grounds diſagreeable 


© both to their Aﬀections and Intereſts, and alſo 


© to the Good of the Nation, and inconſiſtent with 


© the antient Conſtitutions both of Church and 
State; but that if he would return to his former 


1655. 
— — 
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Principles, to wit, To caſt himſelf totally upon 


© his old. Party, they would venture both their 
Lives and Fortunes for his Recovery. — 

This being receiv d with great Acceptance, * 

5 4 e 
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«the Deſign reſolved upon, the Management 
4 thereof was to be as followeth : 

A Council was choſen of a ſelect Number, 
called by the Name of a Sealed Knot, who were, 


for the moſt Part, to reſide in and about London, 


© and to keep and. maintain Correſpondences with 
© thofe of their Party beyond Sea, and within the 


© ſeveral Parts of the Nation; and communicate 


the mutual Advices, Counſels, Orders, and Re- 


ſolutions of each other, which were neceſſary for 
ſuch an Undertaking. And there were three 


< Things which were IP Cn by them in 
P individual 


- * this Buſineſs: 


© 1. To prepare and engage every 


Man of their own Party, who had either been 


in the former Wars, or had been a Friend there- 


© to, or was likely, by reaſon of his Alliance, 


* Breeding, or Diſcontents, to engage therein; 
+ who, being were to bring all their 
who depended upon them ; 
and alſo to lay Deſigns for the poſſefſing of Gar- 


riſons and Strong- holds. 


2, To raiſe a conſiderable Bank of Money to 
4 be employed for buying of Arms, defraying other 


Expences incident to the Management of ſuch a 


< Buſineſs, and for the Maintenance of Forces, as 
< 'Occaſion ſhould be; and for this 100,0001. was 


| © propounded'for England alone, befides what was 


to be had in Wales; for the raifing whereof Privy 
© Seals were to be fent to feveral Perſons in England. 
© g. During the carrying on of this Affair Charles 


< Syutirt was to be maintained, and therefore a 
_'* coriſtant Contribution of Money was to be endea- 
voured from ſuch of his Friends as were able; and 


this latter was ſo well proſecuted by thoſe Agents 


_ <:which were employed therein, that he hath had 
many 'thoufand Pounds a Year paid him from 


e nente ſor theſe three Years paſt. The two other 


* een Tim 2nd his Friends here. 


Things were to be carried on and managed by 
© the ſaid Sealed Knot, and ſuch Agents as went be- 


But 
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© But as previous hereunto, and to make their Inter- regnum, 


Work the more eaſy and uninterrupted, and the 


+ Deſign, they had thus engaged in, the more ſure 1 


in the Execution, (which they could not in Reaſon 
but apprehend to have many Difficulties in it, 
hilft the Nation was in perfect Peace, and ſo 
much inclined to Settlement and Reſt, as being 
« weary of the former Commotions, that whoſo- 
© ever ſhould begin new Troubles upon any Pre- 
© tences Whatſoever, would be looked upon as a 
common Enemy; and might poſſibly find the Ge- 
© nerality of the Nation fo far from joining with 
them, that they might declare the contrary Way; 
* as alſo, whilſt the Army was in an united Poſture, 
ald under its antient Conduct, it would be difficult 
for them to riſe, without being ſuppreſſed before 
they ſhould be able to imbody in any ſuch conſi- 
* derable Number as might give Countenance and 
Protection to ſuch as ſhould join themſelves with 
them) they concluded fome Things to be ef- 
* feed, as preceding to, or at leaſt contemporary 
with, the general Inſurrection. 

One was the Aſſaſſination of particular Per- 
© ſons, thereby to beget great Confuſions and Con- 
* teſt, and give Opportunity for all the King's Party 
to riſe. There was one Fitz- James went from 
© hence to the late King's eldeſt Son upon this Ac- 
© count, then at Paris, and had a'Sum of Money 
given him to promote that Attempt; but he, and 
6 pins. ah afterwards Joined in that Deſign, the 
«© Particulars whereof have been heretofore publiſh- 
ed a; whereto we ſhall only add what is ſince more 
© fully come to our Knowledge, to make it mani- 
* feſt that it was not the heady and raſh Reſolution 
© of Gerard himſelf, but that it was a Part of the 
© Deſign laid by the pretended King, and of thoſe 


© who have the Conduct of his Affairs; that he 


© himſelf ſpake to both Fitz-Fames and Gerard 
concerning it, and did not only approve thereof, 


© but declared that he looked upon it as a moſt ne- 


* ceſlary, if not the only, Means to ſet all * 
| © ther 
q See p. 294, in this Volume, 


1655. 
October, 


1655. 
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ther Deſigns on Motion. It is true, he refuſed 


to ſpeak with Major Henſhaw, who went to Pa- 
© 715 about the ſame Time, or a little before, con- 
« cerning the Deſign, and conferred. with Prince 
* Rupert concerning it, by Means of one Chockl,, 
* a Frenchman; the Prince communicated it to 
© Charles Stuart, who approved of the Underta- 
king, and reſolved to ſpeak with him therein; but 
© Advertiſement coming from England in the mean 
Time, that Henſbat was ſent from hence and 
employed at Paris to abuſe them there, he re- 
* fuſed afterwards to ſee him; but relied on Gerard 
and Fitz-Fames, to whom he gave preciſe Di- 
rections, that they ſhould not make their At- 
* tempt till all his Friends were ready in Engltnd, 
* There was alſo one Boſwel, and alſo one Pierce, 
and ſeyeral other Perſons employed at other 
Times for'thoſe Aflaflinations, who had laid the 
Place and Manner of Execution, and the Means 
© whereby to attempt it; all the Particulars where- 
© of would be too large to ſet down, as it would 
the ſeveral gracious 8 of God in the 
« diſappointing of them. | 

Another | St of their Deſign was to work up- 
con the ſeveral diſcontented Humours which they 
+ obſerved to be ſtirring in the Nation; employing 
« fitting Inſtruments, who might, from a true Ob- 
c ſervation of their Spirits and Principles, fall in 
with all Manner of diſcontented Parties; and, by 
* proper Mediums, heighten and blow up their 
s Dikontents, and provoke them to a Rupture; 
« laying this for their Maxim, Divide et impera; 
© the more Parties they could make, the greater 
+ Confufions they could- bring forth, the eaſier 


« would their Work be: And, therefore, ſome they 


* ſet up, who might abuſe one Sort of Men, and 
draw them into Diſcontents upon Pretences of 
Liberty and the Rights of the freeborn People of 
© England, which they ſuppoſed were infringed by 
keeping up an Army, and by inforcing I axes 
from them, and by not calling a free and equal 


+ Repreſentative, choſen by all the People; and, 


© upon 


E. 


* 
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upon this Subject, there was ſcarce a Day but Inter-regnum. 

© ſome Pamphlet or other came forth in Print, 1635. 

t called Declarations, penn d, printed, and publiſod c 

© by the King's Party; ſome whereof are now in PR. 

© Priſon, who appeared not in it themſelves, but | 

© employed other Inſtruments. And they found 

Jobn MWildman, and ſome others of the like Prin- 

© ciples, moſt fitting Inſtruments for managing that 

Part, of crying ſor Liberty, as thoſe who might 

©do it, as they imagined, without the leaſt K. 

© ſpicion of being thought to correſpond therein 

© with the old Enemy, or of having Intentions to 

promote his Cauſe and Intereſt. And therefore 

© theſe were to carry on a Defign, which ſhould, 

© in outward Appearance, be different from the o- 

© ther, altho' in Truth it came from the ſame Root, 

© and was directed to the ſame End; and to this 

© Purpoſe they had continual Meetings with ſuch 

* as they judged to be like themſelves, and of the 

© ſame Mind with them; and though they them- 

© ſelves had turned their Backs upon that Profeſſion 

© of Chrift and the Goſpel, which they had once 

© made, and were become looſe in their Converſa- 

© tion, and atheiſtical in their Principles; yet they 

© found Means, by reaſon of their having been en- 

© paged on this Part, to inſinuate into, communi- 

© cate with, and deeply influence, ſome particular 

© Perſons, otherwiſe, as we hope, well minded, 

© in Deſigns againſt the Government, partly upon 

© Pretences of Liberty, and partly upon Suppoſi- 

© tion of having a more pure Adminiſtration of 

Things; upon which Subject likewiſe many Pa- 

© pers were printed and diſperſed at the ſame Time, 

© and many others were in Preparation. 
And Wildman had brought his Part to ſuc 

© Maturity, that he wanted very little but the open 

* declaring himſelf in Arms; having, in Effect, 

© finiſhed the Declaration which was to be publiſh- 

© ed upon that Occaſion, as appears by the Decla- 

© ration itſelf ; but it pleaſed God to prevent it by 
| | © his 
n It bore this Title, The Declaration of the free and well-af- 


fefted People of England, new in Arms againſt the Tyrant Oliver 
1 £/q7; and is printed at large in , biclocte s Memorials, 
b. i 


- 
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Inter-rtgnutn. his ſudden and unexpected Apprehenſion, with his 

1655- < Declaration before bim, juſt as he was dictating 
2 do his Servant the Concluſion thereof; and the 

n „Time that he ſhould have declared himſelf, did 
« fully, anſwer the Riſing deſigned by the Royal 
< Farty,: which fell out a few Days after, | 

© Another Thing which the Enemy had laid as 
< neceſlary, at leaf to keep Company with their 
< intended Inſurrection, was, that Part of the Ar- 
c in Scotland ſhould have mutinied, ſurprized 
. — Generals, thrown off their Officers, and 
© marched up to Landon under the Command of 
< Major-General Overton", who was deſigned for 
© that Purpoſe, leaving the reſt of the Army there, 
© already under great Diſcouragement, by reaſon 
< of their late hard Service and for Want of Pay, 
© to be devoured by the Scots; and alſo Forts and 
< Garriſons, lately erected at the vaſt Charge of 
© this Commonwealth, to be poſſeſſed by them; 
© there being no Poſſibility left of. ſending them 
«© timely and ſeaſonable Supplies, in ſuch Times of 
< Trouble as muſt neceſſarily enſue ſuch Actings; 
and thoſe who were made uſe of, to bring to paſs, 
© were the Levellers, and alſo ſome others, who did 


© not, as we hope, intend to ſerve the Intereſt of 
. . * Charles 
r In Thurlee's State Papers, (Vol. III. par Mention - is 
made of the ſeveral Perſons, both Cavaliers and Levellers, appre- 
hended on account of this Plot: There are alſo in that Collection 
Copies of Letters intercepted by General Moncke in Scotland; 
amongſt thoſe found in Overren's Pocket-Book, were the following 
Verſes in his own Hand writing : 
A Prote&or, 752 Fang 3 "Tis a flately Thing, 
That ''confeſſeth itſelf but the Ape of a King : 
A — 1a a by a Clown ; 4 | 
Or a Braſs Farthing flamp'd with a Kind of a Crown : 
A Bubble, that ſhines ; a loud Cry without Tc] 
Not Perillus nor Phalaris, but the Bull, 
The Eecbo of Monarchy till it come; 
The Butt-end of a Barrel in the Shape of a Deum: 
A counterfert Piece that woodenly > 
A Golden E ffipies with a Copper Noſe. 
The fantaſtic Shadow of a Sovereign Head, 
The Arms Reyal revers'd, and 4550 inſtead. 
n fine, be 1s one toe may Protector call, 
From ⁊ubom the King of Kings protect us all. | 
In Lord Clarendon (Vol. VI. p. 551, et ſeg.) is a particular Ace- 
count of the Grounds, Motjves, and Conſequences of this laſunees 
tion of the King's Party. 


2”, 
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© Charles Stuart. But it is clear, that they were in- Inter-regnum; | 
© luenced and driven on by them, being made to 1655. 
«© believe by the Emiſſaries of the pretended King,. 
Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, that that Part of the October, 
Army deſigned for the Revolt, would, under the 
Conduct aforeſaid, do much for the carrying on 
their Buſineſs; not foreſeeing that the Army, be- 
© ing thus divided and engaged againſt itſelf, it may 
© be even to Blood, would become a Prey to the 
Enemy, and yield up this glorious Cauſe and the 
good People of this Land into their Hands. 
+ Theſe were ſome of thoſe Methods which our 
© Enemies made uſe of to prepare their Way to 
© their grand Defign ; others they had of leſſer 
Moment, which we ſhall not ſpend our Time in 
; — nor {hall we, in expreſs Terms, lay 
© to their Charge the ſwarming of thoſe Jeſuits 
* which- are now croaking amongſt us, turning 
© themſelves into all Forms and Shapes to deceive 
and ſeduce Men from the Truth, according as 
© they find the Bents, Inclinations, and Principles 
* of Men to be. | 
It is not only commonly obſerved, but there 
© remains with us ſomewhat in Proof, that Jeſuits 
© have been found amongſt ſome diſcontented Par- 8 
ties of this Nation, who are obſerved to quarrel 6M 
© and fall out with every Form of Adminiſtration, 
© either in Church or State; whether theſe Emiſ- 
© faries of the Church of Rome are come hither 
© by Counſel from Charles Stuart, we will not now 
© examine; this is certain, as the continual 
© Troubles. and Unſettlements occaſioned by his 
© Party here, opens the Door for the Entrance in 
© of thoſe unclean Spirits; ſo his Agents make 
© Uſe of them to advance one Part of his Work, 
© to wit, the fomenting and maintaining of Parties 
and Factions amongſt us. 
Aud that they might the better know what 
Directions to give, and what Means they were to 
* uſe from Time to Time for influencing the afore- 
© ſaid Parties, and arriving at their Ends, theſe fol- 
* lowing Inſtructions were given, amongſt other 
Things, 
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regnum. © Things, to ſome of their Agents: They were 
2655. © to inform themſelves, - + | 

1. What the preſent Strength of the Army in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland is; by whom 

© commanded ; who have the chief Intereſt in them, 
© and how they and their Officers are affected ? 

2. What are the principal Garriſons, eſpecial- 
© ly Ports; how manned, and of what Strength ; 
© and which are the eaſieſt to be gain'd, either by 
© Force or Treachery 7 

3. What the preſent Strength is at Sea; and 
© how intended to be ſettled for the future ? 

\ 4. © What the conſtant Revenues, and conſtant 
| © Expences of the Commonwealth are; how much 
| © the one exceeds the other; and, if the Expences 
Þ l 4 — Ereater, by what Means the Overplus is ſup- 
_—_ , < plied ! os heal 
4 5. What is the Condition of Trade, whether 
much decay d; and what Conſequences that may 
drawꝰ | ; 
6. © Whether the Protector be abſolute in his 
© Power, or forced to eomply with others, who 
are his chiefeſt Friends or Enemies, and who 
© have at preſent the greateſt Power in England; 
g © how the People and Army ſtand affected to the 
- © new Government and Perſon of the Protector? 
A : 7. What Parties and Factions are now on 
J Foot; what their Strength, Principles, and Incli- 
2 © nations as to the preſent Government, or a Con- 
junction. with the King; and who are their chief 
Leaders? | 3 
8. What be the preſent Deſigns of the Pro- 
< tetor and the Governing Party, as to War or 
Peace with foreign Nations? = 
9. What is done in. England or Scotland to- 
« wards the Reduction of the King's Party in the 
Highlands? | 

© 'Theſe Inſtructions do further ſhew what that 

© Party was doing here amongſt us. | 

© Whilſt theſe Engines were at Work, the Ene- 

© my doth all they can to ripen their Deſign of a 
general Riſing ; and that all might be ready at 


© once; 


t the ſeveral Parts of the Nation, and every one's 
particular Station appiginted to them; fome for 
©the Weſt, others for he North, others for the 
Eaſt, others for Surrey, Kent, c. and others 
© for Wales; their Work was to ſpeak with ſuch 
© Perſons as were likely to join with them, and, if 
© they, accepted, to acquaint them with what Re- 
ſolutions were taken for the carrying on the De- 
© ſign, and the Time for the Execution thereof, 
© with what elſe related thereto. | $109. 
One chief Part thereof was upon the City of 
London; where great Endeavours were uſed to 
engage the Youth, Apprentices, and common 
Sort of Men, who might be able to raiſe Com- 
© buſtions, by firing the City or otherwiſe, thereby 
© to prevent their appearing in Arms againſt them: 
Privy Seals were ſent unto ſeveral Perſons for 
© raiſing of Money for managing this Work, and 
6 Tredfoter appointed for receiving the ſame, and 
« ſeveral very conſiderable Sums paid in, a Part 
© whereof was diſcovered and ſeized upon. 
© Great Quantities of Arms, and other Provi- 
© flons of War, efpecially for Horſemen, were 
bought; many whereof were ſent into the re- 
1 Five Counties, and lodged in the Hands of 
© Perſons engaged in this Defign ; ſome we ſeized 
© upon in the Country, and fome in their Maga- 
ine in London. Commiſſions were alſo ſent in 
great Numbers from Charles Stuart, and deliver- 
ed to ſeveral of his Party, to raiſe Horſe and 
Foot. Beſides, they had been ſolliciting foreign 
© Princes to give them Aſſiſtance of Men and Mo- 
* ney to invade this Country; whom although th 
© found not very forward in undertaking any ſuc 
© Enterprize, . untill ſome Sea Town of Strength 
© could be put into their Hands, yet they did pro- 
cure ſome Sums of Money from them; and were 
not without good Aſſurances of further Aid, both 
* of Men and Money, when they could ſecure 
them a Place of Landing and Retreat. | 
Vol. XX. | f © Things 
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© Things being thus prepared, and a full Ac- 
© count thereof given to their pretended King, al- 
© though he was very deſirous to have come at- 
© tended with ſome foreign Aids, yet, ſeeing his 
© Party to be in ſo good a Readineſs, he encoura- 
« ged them to proceed to the Execution, and pro- 
© miſed them to be in ſome convenient Place not 
© far diſtant, at ſuch Time as they ſhould let 
© him know the particular Day agreed upon by 
© them for making their Attempt, to come over 
< hither as he ſhould find his Opportunity. 
The Letter he writ to his Party on this Oc- 
© caſion is as followeth : 

July 16, 1654. 


7 U. will eafily believe that I am very well plea- 
| ſed to bear haw careful and ſolicitous you are 
for my Concernments, and of the Courſe you reſolve 
to take. The Truth is, 1 have been ſo tender of 
my Friends, that I have deferred to call upon them 
to appear, till I could find myſelf able to give them 
good Encouragement from abroad; but ſince 1 

that comes on /o 15%. J will no longer reſtrain 
thoſe A fections which I moſt deſire to be beholden to; 
and I have 1 * to believe, that if they, who 
wiſh one and the ſame Thing, knew each other's 
Mind, the Work would be done without any Diffi- 
culty ; and 4 there were any handſome Appearance 
in any one Place, the reſt would not 99 fill; and 
Jam perſuaded I ſbould then find Supplies from 
thoſe who are yet . to offer them: However, 
Tam ſure, I would myſelf be with thoſe who firſi 
wiſh'd for me; and, to that Purpoſe, IJ will keep 

F within a reaſonable Diſtance, 

Conſult with thoſe you dare truſt, and, if you 
are ready, agree upon a Trme, and you cannot pro- 
miſe yourſelves any Thing you will be diſappointed in, 
and which is in the Power of 


Your affectionate Friend, 
CHARLES R. 
; « After 
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© Aﬀter the Receipt of this Letter, their Affairs Inter-regnuti; 


grew apace unto Ripeneſs; and they found their 
C Pty ſo unanimouſly and univerſally reſolved, and 
© every Thing fo agreeable to their Wiſhes, that 
© (as ſeveral of the Perſons acknowledged after- 
* wards upon their Examinations) they thought it 
* impoſſible for us, though they ſhould fully ac- 
© quaint us with the whole Contrivements, to pre- 
vent their Deſigns. 

And now, whereas ſome of them were of Opi- 
nion, that they ſhould take in ſome Perſons who 
had been for the Parliament, and were diſcon- 
© tented, to make their Buſineſs the ſurer, it was 
denied by others of them upon this Reaſon, That 
« ſeeing they had no Need of them, as their Af- 
© fairs now ſtood, it would be prejudicial to his Ma- 
« jeſty's Service and their common Intereſt, to take 
in Perſons whom they ſhould be afterwards trou- 
© bled to get rid of; by which may be ſeen the 
Confidence they had of the Succeſs of their Un- 
« dertaking, 

As for the Time of executing what had been, 
© in their Apprehenſion, thus ſurely laid, they va- 
© ried their Counſels in that Particular, according 
as they found the Opportunities for the ſame to 
© be more or leſs advantageous. They once reſol- 
© ved to take the Occaſion of Horſe-Races, which 
they had appointed in ſeveral Places for that Pur- 
« pole; whither they and their Servants ſhould 
© have come well hors'd and arm'd, and ſo have 
c declared themſelves ; but they were prevented 

© therein by the Prohibition of Horſe-Races: 
Another Time which was by them agreed up- 
© on (although they were ſomewhat impatient of 
* ſo long Stay) was at the Riſing of the laſt Par- 
© liamentz for obſerving that a great Patt of the 
Army was inſiſted upon, in Parliament, to be diſ- 
© banded ; a Thing moſt deſired by, as of moſt 
« Uſe to, the Enemy, who concluded, That if the 


© Army was down, nothing elſe could ſtand in their 
Way: And that we were not likely, in Reaſon, 


to conſent thereto, in reſpect of the Knowledge 
| Ff 2 « we 
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inter- regnum. we had of their whole Deſign, ſeveral Per- 


1655. 


— 


October. 
— ' 
= 
"4 


© ſons being then apprehended as guilty of that 


* Contrivance, and divers Arms ſeized on in the 
© Hands of their Factors; they did hope by impro- 
© ving that and ſeveral other Opportunities of 
© Diſcontent, which might fall out during that 
Time, that the Parliament might riſe with Diſ- 
© fatisfaQtion, by the Means whereof their Deſign 
would be much advanced, and therefore got all 
© Things in Readineſs againſt ſuch a Juncture of 
* Aﬀairs; But it having "leaſed God to make fome 
© farther notable Diſcovery to Us of this Conſpira- 
© cy, and of the particular Perſons engaged therein; 
© the ſeizing ſome of them, both here and in the 
© ſeveral Counties, together with the brig over 
* 3000 Foot and 600 Horſe out of Ire 20 did 
© prevent them at that Time; and in a great Mea- 
© ſure diſhearten'd their Party to fee many of them 
* ſecured, who were relied upon for the Manage- 
* ment of this Aﬀair, | | - 
But Charles Stuart having, according to his 
© Promiſe, removed himſelf from Cplogn into Zea- 
© land, on purpoſe” to attend this Riſing, and to 
© come hither in Perſon, to foon as he ſhould un- 
« der{tand that it took Effect according to his De- 
© fires; and the Lord Milmot, Major General Mag- 
* aff, O'Neal, and feveral others of that Party, 
© being come actually over hither to conduct and 
© lead the Deſign, and appointed to their ſeveral 
« Poſts in the on they agreed to make their 
Attempt upon the 12th of March, 1654; which 
© they did accordingly: | ere 
And obſerving that the Body of the Army, efpe- 
© cialty the Foot, lay about London, they deſigned 
© to riſe frſt in the Weſt, F/alzs, the North, and 
* other temote Parts of the Nation, hoping there- 
© by ta draw the Army, or a great Part of it, from 
* hence : whereypon Kent, Surrey, and their Party 
© in Lon4az, were to rife, and fo make themſelves 
© not only Maſters of the City, but form them into 


'© conſiderable Bodies. By the Perſons — had 


orth » 


t engaged, they reckoned upon 8000 in the a 
| | £1 ; * 2 6 an 
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5 and not fewer out of the Weſt; and the Number later-regnpm, 
«* which ſhould riſe in theſe Parts, when the Army ess 
« ſhould have left it, to exceed both. The Gar- 
«* riſons and ftrong Places they intended firſt to ſur- ber. 
prise and ſeize upon were Port/mouth, Plymouth, 
+ York, Hull, Newcaſtle, Tinmouth, Cheſter, Shrewſ- 
* bury, Yarmouth, Lynn, and Bojlon; as alſo to poſ- * 
© ſels themſelves of the Iſle of EH. The Forces 
in the Weſt were to have been commanded by 
the Duke of ort; and thoſe in the North, by 
© the Lord JYilmet, whom they call the Earl of 
© Rocheſter, * | 58 . 
What Iſſue it pleaſed the Lord to bring this 
great and general Deſign to, no Man is ignorant, 
The Inferrection in the Weſt was bold and 
dangerous in itſelf; and had, in all Likelihood, 
© increaſed to great Numbers of Horſe and Foot by 
the Conjunction of others of their own Party, be- 
« ſides ſuch foreign Forces as, in caſe of their Suc- 
« ceſs, and ſeizing upon ſome Place of Strength, 
* were to have landed in thoſe Parts, had they not 
© been prevented by the Motion of ſome Troops, 
© and Diligence of the Officers in apprehending 
divers of that Party a few Days before; and alſo 
been cloſely purſued by ſome ot our Forces; and, 
© in the Conclution, ſuppreſſed by a Handful of 
Men, through the great Goodneſs of God, 
That of 1 ori/orre, which the Enemy moſt re- 
lied upon, fell tar. thort of their Expectation, in 
reſpect that our Force., by their maiching up and 
don in the Country, and ſome of then provi- 
« dentially, at that Time, removing, their Quar- | 
© ters near to the Place of Rendezy ous, gave them 
© no Opportunity to aſſemble, and theieiore thoſe 
© of them, which came to the Rendezvous at 4 a- 
Moor, under the Conduct of the Lord imat, 
© with an Intention to furprize York, and io torin d 
© themſelves into an Army, ſcparated and run away 
in great Confuſion and Diſorder; as did alto choſe 
| Ff 3 eee 4:wbo 


s He was fo created by King Charles II. at Paris, in 1554, upon 
his being ſent, on his Majeſty's Behalf, to the Diet at Karisbor. 
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Inter-regnum. © who were rendezvouſed near Morpeth to ſurprize 


1655. 
Ottober, 


© Newcaſile ; being, by the ſame Providence, dif- 
© appointed, by the coming of 300 Foot from 
* Berwick, ordered thither for the Security of that 
$ Place. | 

© Thoſe in North-Males and Shropfhire, Part of 
which were deſigned to ſurprize and poſſeſs 


Shreuuſbury Town and Caſtle; ſome of the chief 


Perſons being diſcovered and apprehended, the 
r | 

At Rufford- Abbey, in Nottinghamſhire, was 
* another Place appointed for a Rendezvous; where 
* about 500 Horſe met, and had with them in the 
Field a Cart-Load of Horſe-Arms, to arm ſuch 
© as ſhould come to them; but, upon a ſudden, a 
great Fear fell upon them, inſomuch that they 
8 E in the open Field, and every Man 
© ſhifted for himſelf. There were other ſmaller 
© Parties, as in the City of Chefter, who deſign'd 
© the Surprize of the Caſtle there, and alſo in Sraf- 
s fordſhire, with divers other Places in the Nation; 
< but they failing in their Expectations, were diſ- 
+ couraged for that Time. | 

| And. thus, by the Goodneſs of God, firſt diſ- 
5 covering and bringing to Light theſe hidden 
Works of Darkneſs, and afterwards, in putting 
Fear into the Hearts of theſe Men, that their 
Hands could not execute what they had contriv'd, 
© the greateſt and moſt dangerous Deſign, not only 
© for the involving us in Blood and Confuſion here 
© at home, but expoſing of us unto the Will of Fo- 


© reigners, hath been defeated and brought to no- 


< thing; and this cruel and-bloody Enemy put un- 
t der as great and ſignal Diſappointments as any 
Age can produce an Example of; it being a Thin 
< they had ſet their Hearts upon, and was the Wo 
< of almoſt four Years Contrivement. | 

* And now all Men would have expected that 
* either through the Senſe of God's Hand a-new 
< lifted up againſt them, or the other Diſcourage- 
r. ments they had met with in this their grand Un- 


e gertaking, they would have been weary of any 
| | | « further 
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further Attempts of this Kind, and have forſaken tnter-regnuma, 


that Cauſe and Intereſt which hath brought ſo 
many of them to Ruin: But ſo little hath theſe 
Things wrought upon them, that ſome of them, 


© when they ran away from their Rendezvous, did 


it with a Reſolution to take a better Opportu- 
© nity, when the Government, in Confidence of 
© the preſent Succeſs, ſhould be ſecure and leſs 
© aware of them; and they are at this very Day at 
© work upon other Deſigns, both here and in Scot- 


© land, and are endeavouring to procure Supplies 


© of Men and Money from foreign States, to begin 
© new Troubles and Rebellions amongſt us; ſome 
Agents being ſent from hence for that Purpoſe 
© this Jaſt Summer. 

We ſhall not need to make any Application of 
© what hath been ſaid. It is plain to every one that 
© is not blinded with Prejudice, that theſe Men are 
© reſtleſs in their Deſigns, and are the Cauſes of 
© all our Trouble and Unſettlement, and will leave 
© no Stone unturned to render vain and fruitleſs all 
© that Blood which hath been ſpilt to reſtore our 
© Liberties; and the Hopes we have conceived of 
© ſeeing this poor Nation ſettled and reformed from 

© that Fpirit of Profaneneſs which theſe Men do 
© keep up and countenance, in Contempt of all 
Law and Authority; and therefore we thus ar- 
6 gued, that unleſs we would give up the Cauſe fo 
© Jong contended for, and the Lives, Liberties, and 
© Comforts of all the Well- affected of theſe three 
© Nations into their Hands, or leave them expoſed 
to their continual Attempts, the Peace and 
© common Concernments of this Commonwealth 
© muſt be otherwiſe ſecured and provided for, than 
© at preſent they were; that this was not to be 
done without raiſing additional Forces; that the 
Charge of thoſe Forces ought not to be put upon 
© the good People, who have borne the Heat and 
© Burden of the Day; but upon thoſe who have 
© been, and are, the Occaſion of all our Danger. 

Upon theſe Grounds we have been neceſſitated 
© to erect a new and ſtanding Militia of Horſe in 
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456 The Parhamentary His roxy 
Inter-vegnum. all the Counties of England, under ſuch Pay 4s 
1655. might de without Burden to the Peaceable and 
Wel- affected, and be a fitting Encouragement to 
the Officers and Soldiers, that they might not go 
© to War at their own Charge; and therefore we 
have thought fit to lay the Burden of maintaining 
* of theſe Forces, and ſome other public Charges 
© which are occaſioned by them, upon thoſe who 
© have been engaged in the late Wars againſt the 
State, having Reſpect, notwithſtanding, therein 
* to fuch of them as are not able to undergo that 
Charge. | | w 
© Tt may perhaps be eſteemed great Severity to 
© tax the whole Party, when there hath been, in 
reſpect of the general Number, but few convicted 
by Trial, or detected by Teſtimonies, to have 
© been in thoſe Deſigns. en 
II It is true, the Proofs and Teſtimonies do not 
5 extend to charge every individual Man, which 
c will fall under this Burden, with any explicit 
acting, contriving, or deſigning for the Diſturb- 
© ance of the Peace; if that had been the Caſe, 
5 their whole Eſtates, by the ordinary Proceedings 
© of the Law had been confiſcated: But we do ap- 
< peal,to all indifferent Men, who will weigh and 
;  * conſider the preceding Narrative, and the Con- 
< texture, Frame, and Circumſtances of this De- 
5. ſign, whether the Party were not generally in- 
+ volved in this Buſineſs; and, in Reaſon, to be 
111 ͤ8-u 
© It is certain here was the Cauſe and Quarrel of 
© the pretended King once more brought upon the 
Stage by his Followers; who, for that Purpoſe, 
© was come into the Low-Countries, ready to em- 
c bark for England, upon the firſt Notice of Suc- 
c ceſs; which no Man will believe he would have 
1 himſelf upon, in the Eye and Face of the 
© World, if thoſe who ſhewed themſelves in Arms 
+ were to have no other Seconds than what appear- 
© ed; nor will it be imagined, that thoſe of his 
Party who came over hither upon that Errand, as 
the Lord Milnot and Wag taff, and others, would 
| © have 


. 
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have run ſo great Hazard upon ſo weak Grounds ; Inter-regan®, 
1055. | 


« or that thoſe Gentlemen, who did actually riſe, 
could Ae that the Army then in being would 
© be ſo eaſily over- run with much more conſider- 
« able Forces than were viſible ; neither can it be 
« preſumed, that the Perſons, chiefly relied upon for 
the Conduct and Management of this Aﬀair, and 
* who doubtleſs want no Credit with that Party, 
would have entered into this Engagement alone, 
Great Sums of Money were collected and ſent 
over to the pretended King, and furniſhed alſo 
for this Deſign; which we cannot think came out 
of a few Hands. 
At this Time this Party were obſerved to be 
$ together, to keep their Meetings apart from 
* others, to withdraw themſelves in their ordinary 
«* Converſation, and to carry it with a more than 


« uſual Confidence againſt the Well. affected of the 


Nation, as Men under 1 Hopes of a ſudden 
Change; which many of them did not forbear to 

* make their Boaſts of. 
© The Time when this Attempt was made, is 
* likewiſe obſervable : It was when nothing but a 
© well-form'd Power could hope to put us into Diſ- 
© order ; Scotland and Tr#land being perfectly re- 
« duced ; Differences with moſt Neighbour Na- 
© tions compoſed ; our Forces both by Sea and 
© Land in Order and Conſiſtency ; the firſt Bud- 
© ding of theſe Imbroilments ſeaſonably detected, 
* and many of the engaged Perſons apprehended ; 
Notice given of the enſuing Danger to the whole 
Nation; Forces then drawn from Scotland and 
© Ireland, for the Diſanimation of theſe Contrivan- 


© ces; and yet, after all this, the wakeful Eye of 


an Army, of whoſe Virtue there had been ſome 
Proof in Times paſt, could by no Means diſcou- 
rage them from proceeding in this A nor 
© fruſtrate this Riſing in ſeveral Parts of the Nation 
at one and the ſame Time: "Theſe Things alone 
* are enough to ſatisfy that theſe Troubles were 
the Fruit of great Deliberation and Conſent, and 
that they fell not out by Chance, or as the 1102 
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_ Inter-regnum. © Undertakings of ſome few inconſiderable Perſons: 


a 655, 
October. 


But we need not ſpend Time upon this Subject, 


© believing that every one doth readily concur with 
© us, that this Deſign was general, and levelled 


© againſt all thoſe who had, upon any Account 


< whatſoever, adhered to and owned this Cauſe. 

This then being the Caſe, we have, in our 
< own Judgment, ſuch clear and convincing 
© Grounds to Juſtify our Proceedings with thoſe 
Men which could ſcarcely be expected in Caſes 
© of ſecret Treaſons and Confpiraces, a bare Cor- 
< reſpondency wherein hath been always accounted 
Capital: And if the Supreme Magiſtrate were in 
< theſe Caſes tied up to the ordinary Rules, and 
© had not a Liberty to proceed, upon Illuſtrations 
© of Reaſon, againſt thoſe who are continually ſu- 
© ſpeCted, there would be wanting, in ſuch a State, 
© the Means of common Safety; Gonfpiracies could 
© never be prevented, nor would the Precipitations 
© of our Enemies, from one miſchievous Deſign 


to another, ever hurt them. 


BgBeſides, admit that ſome of that Party were as 
< innocent, as they would now have it believed 
© they were, enough hath been done by their Fel- 
© lows in a common Cauſe (which hardly any of 
them know how to diſown, which they love, 
and of which they glory) to draw the whole 
Party under a uf Safpicion, and the Conſe- 
< quences thereof. All that are peaceably-minded 
in the Nation are ready to ſay, Theſe are the 
Men of whom we go in Danger; and certainly 
it is both juſt and neceſſary that all thoſe, of 
< whom the People have Reaſon to be afraid, (not 
< only as their profeſs'd Enemies, but alſo nume- 
© rous) ſhould pay for ſecuring We State againſt 
© that Danger which they are the Authors of. 

And former Times have held this Way of 
© Proceeding juſt and reaſonable, of which we 
© could give many pregnant Inſtances, as well in 
© this as in other Nations, ſome of which were 
5 done in the Memory of ſeveral Perſons now li- 
* ving: And the Reaſons why States may proceed 

| in 
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c in this Manner, is, becauſe that which is intend- Inter-regnum, 


ed to be exemplary, for the terri ing Men from 
* ſuch Attempts for the future, will not otherways 
© be proportionable to the Danger of the paſt Of- 


© fence; and ſo the public Power can never be ſe- 


cure, whoſe Safety is the People's, but will be 
always expoſed to the ſame Miſchief and Ha- 
6 Zards. 


© It is a Trouble to us to be ſtill rubbing upon 


© the old Sore, diſobliging thoſe whom we hoped 
© Time and Patience might make Friends; but 
ve can, with Comfort, appeal to God, and dare 
c alſo to their own Conſciences, whether this W 
© of proceeding with them hath been the Matter 
© of our Choice, or that which we have ſought an 
* Occaſion for; or whether, contrary to our own 
© Inclinations, and the conſtant Courſe of our Car- 
* riage towards them (which hath been to oblige 
* them by Kindneſs to forſake their former Prin- 
ciples, which God hath ſo often and ſo eminently 
© born witneſs againſt) we have not been conſtrain- 
© ed and neceffitated hereunto; and, without the 
doing whereof, we ſhould have been wanting to 
© our Duty to God and theſe Nations. 
That Character of Difference between them 
5 and the reſt of the People, which is now put up- 
© on them, is occaſioned by themſelves, not by us; 
© there is nothing they have more induſtriouſſy la- 
5 boured in than this, To keep themſelves ſeparated 
© and diſtinguiſh'd from the well- affected of this 
Nation; to which End they have kept their Con- 
© verſation a-part, as if they would avoid the very 
Beginning of Union; have bred and educated 
their Children by the ſequeſtred and ejected Cler- 
© gy, and very much confined their Marriages and 
* Alliances within their own Party, as if they 
© meant to entail their Quarrel, and prevent the 
Means to reconcile Poſterity; which, with the 
great Pains they take upon all Occaſions to leſſen 
© and ſuppreſs the Eſteem and Honour of the Zng- 
© /ifþ Nation, in all their Actions and Undertakings 
* abroad, ſtriving withal to make other Nations 
| « diſtinguiſh 
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Iater-regnuw. © diſtinguiſh their Intereſt from it, gives us ground 


1655. 
—— 
October. 


© to judge that Sex have ſeparated themſelves from 
© the Body of the Nation: And, therefore, we leave 
© it toall Mankind to judge, whether we ought not 
© to be timely jealous of that Separation, and to 
© proceed fo againſt them, as they may be at the 
Charge of thoſe Remedies which are required a- 
* gainſt the Dangers they have bred, 
« But if there be yet any Perſon that hath been 
< of that Party, who will be exempted from this 
© Confederacy, and the Inconveniences dependin 
* thereupon, that can ſay, in Truth, he hath ed 
© his Intereſt, was wholly free from the aforeſaid 
* Deſign, and ſhew, by good Works preceding 
© the late Inſurrection, a Diſclaimer of his former 
Courſe and Converſation, (the ſureſt Characters 
© in this Caſe, of a Perſon ſatisfied with the I' rou- 
© bles of the Time paſt, and meaning for the future 
d to live quietly) upon making it appear, he ſhall 
© be dealt with according to his Integrity; or if a- 


# ny of that Party, being yet ſenſible of the Error 


5, of their Way, ſhall change and forſake their for- 
mer Intercſt, and give real Demonſtrations there- 
of, we ſhall much more eſteem of their Refor- 
© mation, than deſire their Harm or Prejudice. In 
« the mean Time, we do aſſure ourſelves, that the 
© Good and well-affected of the Land, for whoſe 
© Sake we .have chiefly publiſhed theſe Things, 
© that they may know the Grounds on which we 
do proceed towards their Preferyation, will re- 


** ceive Encouragement hereby; and enjoy, with 


Love and Unity amongſt themſelves, the Fruits 
and Effects of that common Intereſt which they 
© have long purſued; and pot ſuffer themſelves to 
© be divided, by any Artifices whatſoever, into Par- 
ties and Factions one againſt the other, - whereof 
the Enemy hath made great Advantages, to keep 
cus from that Settlement and Reformation, which 
every good Man longs for, and the Want whereof 


34.4 doth greatly provoke the Lord againſt us. 


HENRY SCOBELL, 
Clerk of the Council. 
N 
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Lord Clarendon informs us n, That the fore- Inter-regnum, 


going Declaration was ſent to the King, then at 
ologne, where his Majeſty cauſed an Anſwer to 
be made to it upon the Grounds that were laid 


down in it, and as if it were done Wl one who had W 
ide, and who ſwered by the 


was well pleaſed to ſee the Cavaliers reduced to King's Order. 


been always of the Parliament's 


that Extremity; but with ſuch Reflections upon 
the Tyranny that was exerciſed aver the King- 
dom by CromwelPs Major-Generals, and upon the 
Foulneſs of the Breach of "Truſt the Protector was 
guilty of, that it obliged all the Nation to look 
upon him as a deteſtable Enemy, who was to be 
removed by any Way that offer d itſelf.” 


In order to exhibit as compleat a View as poſ- 
ſibly we can, of the Unconſtitutional Powers theſe 
Major-Generals were inveſted with by Cromwell 
and his Council, we ſhall give an Abſtract of their 
Inſtructions and Orders, as publiſhed by Authori- 
ty *. Hereby they were authorized, 


1. To endeavour the ſuppreſſing all Tumults, The Inſtructions 
given to Croms 


Inſurrections, Rebellion, or other unlawful Aſ- , "Majors 
ſemblies, within their reſpeQive Provinces, as al- Generalsz 


ſo all Invaſions from abroad; and to that Purpoſe to 
draw together their Forces or Troops ®, and march 
to ſuch Places as they ſhould judge convenient, in 
England and Wales. 

2. * To take Care and give Order, That all 


Papiſts, and others who had been in Arms againſt 


| the 

m Hiflory, Vol. VI. p. 572. | 
 ® Mercurius Politicus, Ne. 288, 89, 90.— Public Intelligencer, 
No. 13, —— Nouvelles Ordinaires des Londres, No. 292, 3. 

0 Theſe Forces confifted of Horſe and Foot, who were to have 
a certain Salary conſtantly paid, and not to be called upon to ſerve 
but upon e nt Occaſions, and then to attend ſo many Days 
at their own — and, if they ſtaid longer, they were to be 
under the ſame Pay with the Army; but independent upon the 
Officers thereof, and only to obey their Major- General. A Horſe- 
man had eight Pounds a- year; for which he was to be ready with 
his Horſe, if be was call'd upon; if he was not, he might attend 
his own Affairs. By this Means Cromtoell had a ſecond Army in 
View, powerful enough to controle the firſt, if they at any Time 
deſery d to be ſuſpeRed; Clarendon, Vol, VI. p. 585; 
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Inter reznum. the Parliament, or aſſiſted the late King or his Son 


in the late Wars, as alſo all others who were dan- 

to the Peace of the Nation, might be diſ- 
armed, and their Arms ſecured in ſome adjacent 
Garriſons, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, for the pub- 


lic Service. 


3. To the end that the Highways and Roads 
— . more ſafe for Travellers, and the many 
Robberies and Burglaries, daily committed, prevent- 
ed, theſe Major- Generals, their Captains and Of- 
ers, were to uſe their beſt Endeavours to find out 
all Thieves, Robbers, Highway-Men, and other 
dangerous Perſons, and the Houſes and Places 
which they frequented and uſually lodged in ; and 
to take” Courſe for apprehending and proſecuting 
them and their Receivers, agreeable to Law : And 
to appoint a Reward, not exceeding ten Pounds, 
to ſuch Perſon as ſhould diſcover and apprehend 
any Thief, Highway-Man, or Robber, to be paid 
after the Conviction of the Party ſo diſcovered and 
apprehended, which the Sheriff for the Time being 
was to pay, and which ſhould be allowed to him 
in his Account. | 
4. To have a ſtrict Eye upon the Converſation 
and Carriage of all diſaffected Perſons ; and give 
the like Direction to all their Captains and Of 
cers at' their Meetings : As alſo that no Horſe- 
Races,Cock-Fightings, Bear-Batings,Stage-Plays, 
or any unlawful Aſſemblies, be permitted within 
their reſpective Provinces ; foraſmuch as Treaſon 
and Rebellion is uſually hatched and contrived a- 
ainſt the State upon ſuch. Occaſions, and much 
vil and Wickedneſs committed. 

5. To inform themſelves of all idle and looſe 
People who had no viſible Way of Livelihood, nor 
Calling, or Employment; and to conſider by what 
Means they might be compelled to work, or be 
ſent out of the pag: As alſo how the 
Poor might be employed, and better provided for ; 
and to certify the ſame to the Lord-Protector and 
his Council, for further Direction thereupon : 
And, in the mean Time, to endeavour ** the 

| ws, 


42 
* 


* 
= 5 


= — 
. 
y 
_ 


+ 


Of E N GLA N D. 463 


Laws, in ſuch Caſes, be put in effectual Execu- Inter-regnum, 


tion. 


1055. 


6. In their conſtant Carriage and Converſation, . 


to promote Godlineſs and Virtue, and diſcourage 
Profaneneſs and Ungodlineſs ; and to endeavour, 
with the Juſtices of the Peace, Miniſters, and Of- 
ficers intruſted with the Care of thoſe Things, 
that the Laws againſt Drunkenneſs, Blaſphemy, 
and taking the Name of God in vain, by ſwearing 
and curſing, Plays and Interludes, and profanin 
the Lord's Day, and ſuch like Wickedneſs an 
Abominations, be put in effectual Execution. 

7. To take an exact Account what Proceed- 
ings had been upon the Ordinance for ejecting of 
ignorant, inſufficient, and ſcandalous Miniſters and 
8 and to take Care that the ſame be 
effectually put in Execution; and, from Time to 
Time, to give an Account to the Lord Protector 
and his Council. | * 

8. Every Maſter of a Family or Houſholder, 
or other Perſon within the Qualifications aforeſaid, 
having menial Servants, was required to give Se- 
curity by his own Bond, in ſuch Sum as the Ma- 

eee reſpectively, within their Charges, 
ſhould think fit, that their ſaid menial Servants 
ſhould well and peaceably behave themſelves towards 
his Highneſs the Lord- Protector, and his Succeſſors, 
Lord-ProteQors of the Commonwealth, and to- 
wards all the good People of the ſame, while he 
ſhould continue in that Service; and, during that 
Time, was duly to make his perſonal Appearance 
before the Major-General, or his Deputy, or ſuch 
Perſon as they ſhould appoint, at ſuch Time and 
Place, and as often as they ſhould direct, on No- 
tice left at his Maſter's Houſe. 

9. * Every Major-General, and his Deputy, 
was to keep a perfect Liſt of all Perſons within 
their reſpective Charges, who gave ſuch Security; 
and, from Time to Time, return the ſame to the 


Regiſter, together with their Quality and Places 
of Abode. * F | 
10, * An 


November. 


* 


4 

Inter- regnum. 
1653. 
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be ſet up in London, to whom the ſeve 


the ſame during his Abode there: And upon 
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0. An Office of Regiſtry.was 5 e td 
| ra Major- 
Generals, or their Deputies, were to return ſuch 
Eiſts, to be forthwith enter'd alphabetically in- 
to a Regiſter to be kept for that Purpoſe; and, 
as often as any Perſon, who had giyen ſuch Secu- 
rity, ſhould make his perſonal Appearance at that 
Office, the Regiſter was to enter. the Name of that 
Perſon, together with the Place whence he came, 
and the Pariſh, Street, and Houſe where he intend- 
ed to lodge during his Abode in London or I eſt- 
minſter, or the Suburbs thereof, and the Place to 
which he ſhould remove, as oſten as he 1 
0 
tice that ſuch Perſon intended to remove into the 
Country, then the Regiſter was to ſignify to the 
Major-General of that County, or to his Deputy, 
the Name of ſych Perſon, together with the Place 
of his former, Abbde; and how long he had been 
in London, and to what Place he was removed; 


and in caſe the ſaid Regiſter ſnould find, upon the 
perſonal Appearance of ſuch Perſon, and the oy 
ving in his Name, and the Place from whence 


C 


came, that there was no Perſon of that Name re- 
turned to him in the Lift from the Major-General 


of that Aſſociation, then the ſaid Regiſter was to 


ive Notice to the Secretary of State of ſuch Per- 

n and his Lodging. . N 

11. Every Perſon, whether Foreigner or other, 
who ſhould, after the firſt Day of December, 
1655, come from beyond the Seas to land in any 
Port or Place of the Commonwealth, was requi- 

ed, within twenty-four Hours after ſuch landing, 
perſonally to appear before ſuch Perſon as the Ma- 
jor-General for the Time. being, or his Deputy, 


within their reſpective Charges, ſhould appoint in 


ſuch Port; and deliver in his Name, together with 


the Place from whence- he came, and the Place 
whither he intended to go, to be enter'd-in a Book 
kept for that Purpoſe; and alſo give an Engage- 
ment, that in caſe he ſhould eome to Londen or 

We "RE  Wiſt- 
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IVeftminſter, that he would, within twenty-four [nter-regnum. 


Hours after his Arrival, make his perſonal Appear- 
ance before the Regilter aforeſaid, or his Deputy, and 
deliver unto him his true Name, and of the Place 
whence he came, and of the Pariſh, Street, and 
Houſe where he ſhould lodge, and of his Buſineſs; 
and, if he was a Foreigner, then of his Correſpon- 
dents there. And in caſe ſuch Perſon had been in 
Arms, or aſſiſting in the late War againſt the Com- 
monwealth, or had before that Time been baniſh'd, 
then, upon the-Change of his Lodging, or other 
Removal, he was to give the like Notice : And in 
caſe any Perſon aforeſaid ſhould fail in what was 
hereby required of him, or aſſume to himſelf any 
falſe or counterfeit Name, or not lodge at the Place 
he affign'd, he was to ſuffer Impriſonment duri 
the Pleaſure of his Highneſs or his Council. And 
to the end 'no Perſon might be ignorant of the 
Danger of a Failure herein, the Perſon fo enga- 
ging was, at the Time of entering into ſuch En- 
gaogement, to be acquainted with this Order; a 
opy whereof was to be ſet up in the Cuſtom- 
houſe, in every Port of the Commonwealth. 

12. The Person appointed to take the ſaid En- 
try and Engagment, was, from Time to Time, to 
return to the Regiſter the Names of all Perſons ſo 
coming from beyond the Seas, who was to enter 
them in a Book by itſelf, and alſo the Appearance 
of every ſuch Peron, when it ſhould happen, to- 
gether with the Place where he intended to lodge, 
during his Abode in or about Londen; and if he 
came not to London, then the Perſon ſo taking ſuch 
Entry, was to ſignify the ſame to the Major-Ge- 
neral, within whoſe Charge the Place, to which ſuch 
Perſon ſhould intend to go, did lye. 

13. * Asoftenas any Inhabitant of London or We/t- 
minſter, who had given Security as aforeſaid, ſhould 
intend. to remove his Habitation or change his 
Place of Abode, ſuch Perſon, before his Removal, 
was to give Notice thereof, in his own Perſon, to 


the Regiſter or his Deputy, who was thereupon to 
enter his Name, together with the Places whence | 
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. and whither he was to remove; and, by the next 


Fry 1655. 


November. 


make ſuch Appearance and Entry as aforeſai 
faid Regiſter had Power to appoint ſeveral Deputies, 


Poſt, to — oe ſame to the Major-General 
within whoſe Charge the County lay whither ſuch 


' Perſon intended to remove. | 


14. * For the better Eaſe of * r op 5 
the 


to reſide in ſeveral Places of London and We/tmin- 


fer, who were, from Time to Time, to tranſmit 


the ſame to the chief Office of the Regiſtry, to the 


end that one perfect Regiſter might be there kept 


of the whole, | 

15. Where any Robbery, Murder, or other 
notorious Breach of the Peace, was at any Time 
committed, the Actors whereof remain d conceal- 
ed, the Perſons'proſecuting * apply themſelves 
to the Major-Getiieral, or his Deputy ; who, upofi 
Notice thereof, had Power, as well by ſummoni 
all Perfons'who liv'd diſſolutely or without a Cal- 
ling, or at a higher Rate having no viſible Eſtate 
anſwerable thereunto, and had given Bond as a- 
foreſaid, if he ſhould ſee-Cauſe, as by the Dili- 
gence of all Civil Officers, and other Perſons, un- 
der his Command, according to their reſpective 
Duties, in apprehending all ſuſpected Perſons who 
paſs'd through, or lay lurking within any Places 
under his Charge, to endeavour the finding out, 
and apprehending the Offenders; and if he 
ſhould ſee Cauſe, upon Requeſt of the Parties pro- 
ſecuting, to ſend Notice thereof to one of the Ma- 
jor-Generals, or their Deputies, of the neighbour- 
ing Aſſociation, who were to do the like, for the 
22 Diſcovery and Apprehenſion of the Offen- 
16. A more than ordi Regard was to be 
had to the ſecuring of the Roads: chiefly about 
Lend | 


17. No Houſe ſtanding alone, and out of a 
Town, was to be permitted to ſell Ale; Beer, or 
Wine, or give Entertainment ; but fuch Licenſes 
to be called in, and ſuppreſſed. 
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18. * No Perſon to be permitted to ride Poſt 
without a ſpecial Warrant, nor any Horſes laid to 
convey. Paſſengers, without Notice thereof firſt. 
given to the next Juſtice of the Peace to the Place 
where ſuch Horſes ſhould be fo laid, and of the 
Perſons for whoſe Uſe : Whatſoever Inn, Ale- 
houſe, or Tavern, permitted Horſes to be ſo laid, 
and did not diſcover the ſame before the Perſon 
made uſe thereof, was to forfeit their Licence, and 
be ſuppreſſed, and not have any Licence regranted. 
19. For the effecting more particularly a Re- 
formation in Londen and Meſiminſter, all Gaming- 
Houſes, and Houſes of evil Fame, were to be in- 
duſtriouſly ſought out, and ſuppreſſed within thoſe 
Cities, and the Liberties thereof. | 
20. All Houſe-Keepers within the ſame, who 
had no Trade or Calling, or did not labour in ſuch 
Trade or Calling, or had no other viſible Eſtate, 
but were obſerved genetally to lodge and harbour 
looſe and diſſolute Perſons, were to be bound to 
their good Behaviour, and compelled to work ; 
and, for want of Security, to be ſent to Bridewell. 
21. All Ale- houſes, Taverns, and Victualling- 
houſes, towards the Skirts of the ſaid Cities, were 
to be ſuppreſſed, except ſuch as were neceſſary to 
lodge Travellers; the Number of Ale-houſes, in 
all other Parts of the Town, to be abated, and 
none continued but ſuch as could lodge Strangers, 
and were of good Repute. 


Thus much for the Inſtructions and Orders gi- Aerni of thebb 
ven to theſe Major- Generals: We ſhall next en- Conduct. 


deavour to point out what Uſe they made of their 
exorbitant Commiſſions, and the oppreſſive Conſe- 
quences thereof to the Subject. 5 
It appears from the general Tenor of the Con- 
temporary Writers * That theſe Major-Generals 
G g 2 carried 
r The & Politician, or @ full View of the:Life and Action: 
© 2 p · So be true — 7. bis Royal 
ighneſs, Oliver Lord-Protefor, with a ſhort View of bis Govern- 
ment, * 27,——Thurlee, Vol. IV. p. 117, 344- 
Vol. VI. p. 585.—Ludkw; Vol. II. p. 559, —Flagellum ; 4 
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Inter-regnum. carried Things with unheard - of Infolence in their 


1655. 


ſeveral Precincts, decimating to Extremity whom 


November they pleaſed, and interrupting the Proceedings at 


merly ſecure 


Law upon Petitions of thoſe who pretended them- 
ſelves aggrieved ; threatening ſuch as would not 
3 a ready Submiſſion to their Orders, with 
Tranſportation to the Plantations in the Vet- 
Indies; and ſuffering none to eſcape their Perſecu- 
tion, but thoſe that would betray their own Party, 
by diſcovering the Perſons that. had acted with 
them and for them.” | 
In purſuance of the roth Article of the Inftruc- 
tions before - recited, a Major-General's Office was 
opened in Fleet-Street, where the Recognizances 
of all ſuſpected Perſons, and all the Dependences and 
Concerns thereof were recorded; by which Means 
Cromwell intended to inform himſelf of the Value 
and Quality of every Eſtate and Perſon, together with 
the Number of Cavaliers in each County through- 
out the Kingdom. Moſt of the Royaliſts, ot 
I, were hereupon ſet at Liberty ; but 
by the Proclamation» beſore mentioned, requiring 
them to leave London within fix Days aſter Public 
cation thereof, they were driven into the Country 
within the Bounds of the ſeveral Major-Generals, 
who-preſently took PE of them, and ſum- 
moned them to their reſpective Reſidences: Theſe 
Officers ſat ſometimes without, other Times with, 
the old Committees, where they received Accounts 
of Lands and Eſtates, which were rated to the 
tenth Penny yearly ; but ſome Perſons bought off 
that Tax by a preſent Sum at three Years Purchaſe. 
- Theſe Major-Generals alſo committed to Pri- 
ſon whomſoever they thought fit to ſuſpect ; took 


Care to levy all Monies appointed by the Protec- 


tor and his Council to be collected for the Public 


Uſe; ſequeſter'd all who did not pay their Deci- 


e mation, 
the Life, Death, ard Burial of Oliver Cromwell, p. 165. 
Heath's Chronicle of the Civil Wars, p. 378. —Iielbes s Hiftory 
of the Civ Wars p. 262.—— Dugdale's Viet of the late Troubles, 
p. 4£0- Some of theſe Writers make the Number of the Ma- 
jor-Generals only 11, ſome 14; but their Number was 12, as be- 


" goxe-recited, 
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mation, or ſuch other Payments as they were made Inter-regnym, 


liable to; nor was there any Appeal from any of 


their Acts but to the Protector himſelf. ——In 
ſhort ; as there was ſcarce any Thing they might 
not do, in conſequence of the arbitrary Powers 
they were poſſeſs'd of, ſo there was hardly an 
Thing they did not do; and they made ſuch an Fi 
Uſe of their Authority, and Cromwell himſclf began 
to be ſo jealous of theſe petty Monarchs of his own 
railing, that their Commiſſions were revoked ſoon 
after the Meeting of the next Parliament. But 


1655. 
— nnd 


Before we enter upon the Proceedings of that gojnances paſt. 
Aſſembly we ſhall take Notice of ſuch Proclama- ed by Cromwell 


tions and Ordinances, not already given in their 
Order of Time, as were paſs'd by the Lord-Pro- 


and his Council, 
fince the Diflciu- 
tion of the laſt 


tector and his Council ſince the Diſſolution of the Parliament. 


laſt Parliament in January, 1654: And in theſe 
we ſhall be the more particular, as there is not the 
leaſt Mention of them in Scebell's Collections: An 
Omiſſion we can nowiſe account for, becauſe all 
the Ordinances paſs'd by Cromwell, between the 


Reſignation of his firſt Parliament and the Aſſem- 


bling of his ſecond, are duly entered there. This 
Deficiency we ſhall endeavour to ſupply from the 
original Edition of each, printed by his Highneſs's 
Printer at the Time of paſſing them.” The moſt 
remarkable were theſe, 

A Proclamation, which was iſſued ſome little 
Time before the Aſſizes, whereby the Judges were 
particularly enjoin'd to give Directions in their re- 
ſpective Circuits, for a ſpeedy and due Execution 
of the Laws made for ſupprefling and preventing 
Drunkenneſs, profane Swearing and Curling, Adul- 
tery and Fornication ; alſo for obſerving the Aſſize 
of Bread, Ale, and Fuel, and touching Weights 
and Meaſures ; for ſetting the Poor on Work, and 
providing for ſuch as, by Age or Impotency, were not 
able to maintain themſelves ; for the Puniſhment 
of Rogues, Vagabonds, and ſturdy Beggars; far 
taking the Accounts of Church- wardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor; and againſt diſturbing of pub- 
lic Preachers and the Profanation of the Lord's 


Gg 3 Day, 
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Inter- regnum Day. Another Proclamation, expreſly prohibit. 
7655. ing the Admiffion of all Delinquents to any Of- 
— fice of Truſt or Authority in the Commonwealth, 
or voting at any public Election. And a third, 
a ainſt the Increaſe of new Buildings in the Sub- 
urbs of London. 

An Ordinance For better regulating and limiting 
the Furiſdictian of the High Court of Chancery : 
But this being printed at large in Mr. Fhitlocke's 
Memorials, with his Objections thereto, it may be 
ſufficient for. us to obſerve, That he and his Col- 
legue, Sir Thomas Widarington, look'd upon the 
Rules therein preſcribed as ſo inconſiſtent with their 
Oaths as Lords Commiſſioners of the Great Seal, 
that they refuſed to put the Ordinance in Execu- 
tion; whereupon Cromwell obliged them to ſur- 
render their Commiſſions. . 

Another For appointing a Council of Commerce ; 
by which Cromwe!P's eldeſt Son Richard, the Com- 
miſſioners of the Great Seal, all the Members of 
the Council, the Judges, ſeveral Serjeants at Law, 
Aldermen of London, York, Briſtol, Newcaſile, 
Lynn, Yarmouth, Dover, Southampton, and Exe- 
ter, or any ſeven or more of them, were autho- 
rized to take into Conſideration all Ways and 
Means for advancing, encouraging, and regulating 

the Trade and Navigation of the Commonwealth ; 
to which Purpoſe they were impowered to receive 
ſuch Propoſitions as ſhould be made to them ; and 
to ſend for the Officers of the Exciſe, the Cuſtoms, 
and the Mint, or ſuch other Perſons whom they 
ſhould deem capable of givingAdvice upon this Sub- 
jet : They were to examine the Books and Papers 
of the late Council of Commerce, and all other pub- 
lic Papers which might afford them neceſſary In- 
formation; and were alſo authorized to appoint a 
Secretary and other Officers, with proper Salaries. 
Whatever Propoſals were laid before theſe Com- 
miſſioners, which they judged to be for the Ad- 
vancement of Trade and Commerce, were to be 
certified to the Lord · Protector and his Council, 

who were to give the neceſſary Orders — 
or 
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For appointing Commiſſioners for charitable Uſes. Inter-regnum, 


Theſe Commiſſioners were hereby authorized to 


1655. 


redreſs the Abuſes committed in the Adminiſtra- wes 


tion of Lands, Goods, or Money, formerly given 
by Kings or Queens of England, and by any Bo- 
dies Corporate, or other well-diſpoſed Perſons, for 
the Relief of the aged and impotent Poor; ſick or 
maim'd Soldiers and Mariners; for the Mainte- 
nance of public Schools, and Scholars in the Uni- 
verſities; for the wa rin of Churches, Bridges, 
Ports, Havens, Sea-Banks and Highways ; for the 
Education and Preferment of Orphans ; for the 
Marriage of poor Damſels; for ereCting Houſes of 
Correction; for the Aſſiſtance and Encouragement 
of Ong + ones and Artificers ; for Relief of 
decay'd Perſons ; the Reception of Priſoners ; the 
Redemption of Captives; and other pious or pub- 
lic Uſes : By this Ordinance it was enacted, That 
all Perſons aggrieved in any of the aforeſaid Parti- 
culars, by the Fraud or Violence of another, how 
great or rich ſoever, might prefer their Complaints 
to the ſaid Commiſſioners, who were required to 


give immediate Redreſs againſt the reſpective Op- 


preſſors, or their Heirs, without having any Thing 
to fear, either in preſent or in future, from the 
Power or Greatneſs of their Adverſaries. And 
this Ordinance was required to be read in all 
LRN, for the public Inforniation of the Sub- 
; For ſecuring the Peace of the Commonwealth. 
Hereby all · Perſons who had been ſequeſter'd for 
Delinquency, or borne Arms on Behalf of the late 
King or his Son, againſt the Parliament, or adher'd 
to, favour'd, or ſupported, any of the Royal Ar- 
my, were diſabled to buy, uſe, or keep in their 
Houſes or elſewhere, any Arms whatſoever, offen- 
ſive or defenſive, on Pain of the Loſs thereof, and 
to be treated in ſuch Manner as the Lord - Protector 
and his Council ſhould direct. They were alſo 
diſabled from entertaining in their Houſes, either 
as Chaplains, Schoolmaſters, or as private Tutors, 
any ſequeſter'd Clergyman, Schoolmaſter, or bc 

Cop verſity 
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Toter-regnum. verſity Scholar: No Perſon ſequeſter'd, or ejected 
for Delinquency or Scandal, was to be permitted 
dd teach a School, or to preach in any public or 
private Aſſembly, except in their own Family; 
nor baptize or adminiſter the Lord's Supper, mar- 
R 24 any Perſon, or uſe the Common Prayer, upon 
ain of being proceeded againſt as Contemners of 
the Authority of the Lord - Protector and his Council. 
And this Ordinanc was directed to be proclaimed 
throughout every City and Market- Town in * 

land, that none might pretend Ignorance thereof. 
For appointing Commiſſioners to put in Execution 
the ſeveral Laws againſi printing ſcandalous and 
unlicenſed Books, and for the better Regulation of 
the Preſs. Of theſe we have already given an Ab- 
ſtract in the Courſe of this Work; we ſhall there- 
fore only obſerve that, by the Ordinance now 
before us, no Books of News, Occurrences, or the 
like, were to be hereafter printed, but by the Com- 
mand or Licenſe of the Lord-Protector or his 
Council, or the Secretary-of State. So that the 
Public. were to know nothing of what was doing, 


unleſs by the Grace and Favour of his Highnels. 


A Review of the As it has been our Cuſtom, throughout the whole 

= confiderab!* Courſe of this Work, to connect the Hiſtory of 

Year 1653. the Times with the Proceedings of Parliament, 

| we ſhall mention the moſt remarkable foreign Oc- 
currences that happened this Year. And firſt, 

The Duke of Savoy's Perſecution of the Pro- 

teſtants in Piedmont, who applied to Cromwell for 

Relief, furniſhed him with an Opportunity of ſet- 

ting up himſelf as the Protector of the Reformed 

Religion abroad; nor was he wanting to improve 

an Incident ſo correſpondent with his ambitious 

Deſigns, and ſo conducive to advance his Reputa- 

tion in Europe ; for, upon the firſt Notice of the 

Diſtreſſes of theſe poor People, he iſſued out a Pro- 

clamation for the Obſervance of a General Faſt, 

to implore the Bleſſing of the Almighty upon their 

Cauſe ; ordered Collections to be made, through- 

out the Nation, for their Relief, which * to 

| | above 
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above 100,000 J. Sterl. and intereſted himſelf ſo Inter-regnm, 


far in their Behalf, as to prevail upon the French 
King to procure an Accommodation betwixt them 
and their Sovereign, who had refuſed to admit of 
CromwelPs own Mediation. F 

Other remarkable. Incidents were the unſuc- 
ceſsful Attempt of the Engli/h upon Hiſpaniola, for 
which Admiral Penn and General enables were 
committed Priſoners to the Tower ; though, before 
their Return home, they made the Conqueſt of the 


Iſland of Jamaica from the Spaniards, which has 


ever ſince continued (and long may it continue) a 
Fief to the Crown of Great- Britain *. 

Soon after Admiral Blake bombarded Tunis in 
the Mediterranean, and compell'd the Dey to ſub- 
mit to a Treaty for releaſing the Engliſh Captives. 


Next followed a Declaration of War with Spain, 


and a Treaty of Peace with France, which was, 
perhaps, the greateſt Overſight in Politics Crom- 


well was ever guilty of, with reſpect to the Tran- 


quility of Europe ; ſince it proved one principal 
eans of advancing the Power of France to that 
Greatneſs it has ſince arriv'd at. | 


But leaving theſe, Foreign Affairs, the bare Men- 
tion whereof is ſufficient for our Purpoſe, ſince they 
are ſo amply diſcuſſed by the General Hiſtorians ; 
we ſhall look into a Matter of a Domeſtic Nature, 
that happened the latter End of this Year, which 
has been wholely paſſed over by ſome Writers, and 
groſsly miſrepreſented by others, though it gave 
the greateſt Alarm to the whole Nation. This was 


a Treaty between Cromwell and the Fews, who 
applied 

r The whole Narrative of this Affair was publiſhed by Cromwe!/”s 
Order, under the following Title, A Collection of the ſeveral Pa- 
pers ſent to his Highneſs the Lord-Prote&or, concerning the bloody 
and barbarous Mefjacres, Murders, and atber Cruelties, committed on 
many thouſands of the Reform d, or Proteftants, dwelling in the Val- 
hes of Piedmont, by the Duke of Savoy*s Forces, join'd therein worth 
the French Army, and ſeveral Iriſh Regiments. 

s The Occafion of the Diſappointment at H{/panio/a, and the 
taking of Jamaica, are amply related in two Letters from General 
Venables to General Montague, afterward Earl of Sandwich, print» 
gd in Mr, Carte's Collections, 8 vo. Vol. II. p. 46. f ſeq. 
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r= applied for Leave to ſettle in his Dominions . 


15635. 


2 * 


We ſhall firſt give the Account of this Affair, az 
bliſned by Authority; and then add ſuch further 
articulars as our Collections afford. us upon the 


he Narrative, publiſhed by Order of Cromwel! 
and his Council, was in hac Yerba : * 
re Whitehall, December 4. 

© Divers eminent Miniſters of the Nation, ha- 
ving been called hither by Letter from the Lord- 
Protector, were preſent with his Highneſs and the 
Council in the Council-Chamber ; when the fol- 
lowing Propoſals, made by certain Fews, of whom 
Rabbi Manaſſeh Ben Iſrael, of Amſterdam, was the 
Chief, were read to them. - 5 


Tbe Jews apply © HES E are the Graces and Favours which, 


to the Lord · Pro- c 


in the Name of my Hebret Nation, I Ma- 


— A naſſab Ben Iſrael do * of your M rene 


Dominions; 


Higbneſs, whom make proſperous, and 
© give happy Succeſs to, in all your Enterpriſes, 
© as your humble Servant doth wiſh and deſire. 

1. * The firſt Thing I defire of your Highneſs 
© is, That our Hebrew Nation may be received and 


admitted into this puiſſant Commonwealth, un- 


« der the Protection and Safeguard of your High- 
© neſs even as the Natives themfelves. And, for 
< greater Security in Time to come, I do ſupplicate 
your Highneſs to cauſe an Oath to be given (if 


you ſhall think it fit) to all the Heads and Gene- 


© rals of Arms to defend us upon all Occaſions. 

2. * That it will pleaſe your Highneſs to allow 
© us public Synagogues, not only in England, but 
© alſo in all other Places under the Power of your 


< Highneſs; and to obſerve in all Things our Re- 


© ligion, as we ought. 
3. That we may have a Place, or Cœmitery, 


aut of the Town to bury our Dead, without be- 


© ing troubled by any. — 


2 Printed by Henry Hills, Printer to his Highneſs the Lord-Pro- 
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4 That we may be permitted to traffic freely . 


c in all Sorts of Merchandiſe, as others. 

5. That (to the end thoſe who ſhall come 
may be for the Utility of the People of this Na- 
tion, and may live without bringing Prejudice to 
5 any, and not give Offence) your Moſt Serene 
« Highneſs will make Choice of a Perſon of Qua- 
< lity, to inform himſelf of and receive the Paſſ- 
ports of thoſe who ſhall come in; who, upon their 


„Arrival, ſhall certify him thereof, and oblige 


* themſelves, by Oath, to maintain Fealty to your 
« Highneſs in this Land. * 

6. And (to the Intent they may not be trou- 
bleſome to the Judges of 1 touching the 
« Conteſts and Differences that may ariſe betwixt 
* thoſe of our Nation) that your Moſt Serene High- 
© neſs will give Licence to the Head of the Syna- 
0 Nene, to take with him two Almoners of his 
c 


1655. 
— — 
December. 


ation to accord and determine all the Differen- 


© ces and Proceſs, conformable to the Moſaic Law; 
with Liberty, nevertheleſs, to appeal from their 
Sentence to the Civil Judges; the Sum wherein 
6 — ſhall be condemned, being firſt de- 
6 po t 5 . 
7. That in caſe there have been any Laws a- 
6 _ our Jewiſh Nation, they may, in the firſt 
Place and before all Things, be revoked; to the 
© end that, by this Means, we may remain with 
© the greater Security under the Safeguard and Pro- 
* tetion of your Moſt Serene Highneſs. 
Which Things your Moſt Serene Highneſs 
s granting to us, we ſhall always remain moſt af- 
© fetionately obliged to pray to God for the Pro- 
A. 8 of your Highneſs, and of your illuftrious 
© and age uncil, that it — pleaſe him _ give 
© happy Succeſs to all the Undertakings of your 
© Moſt Serene Highneſs. Amen. : 


The Miniſters having heard theſe Propoſals 
read, deſired Time to conſider of them, and the 
next Day was ſpent in Prayer and Faſting. 6 

| © Dec. 
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Tnter-regnum. © Dec. 7. This Day, in the Afternoon, a Con- 
1655. ference was held wich the Miniſters about theſe 
Done. Propoſals, in the Preſence of his Highneſs the Lord- 
Protector, the Lord-Preſfident Laurence, Lord Lam- 
bert, Lord Fiennes, and divers more of the Council; 
with the Lord Chief Juſtice Glynn, and the Lord 
Chief Baron Steel. Of the Miniſters there were 
Dr. Thomas Goodwin, Dr. Wiltin ſor, Dr. Tuck- 
ney, Mr. Manton, Mr. Nye, Mr. Bridge, and ma- 
ny others; but nothing being concluded on, ano- 
ther Conference was appointed to be held on the 
next J/edneſday. Accordingly, 
Dec. 12. The Conference was renewed in a 
Withdrawing-Room in the Preſence of the Lord- 
Protector, where 2 Committee of the Council were 
met by the greateſt Part of the Miniſters and other 
Perſons, approved by his Highneſs to take the ſaid 
Fe Propoſals into Conſideration z but nothing then re- 
ſolved upon. | 
Dec. 14. Fhere was another Conference on 
the ſame Subject. And, 
Dec. 18. The Committee broke up without 
coming to any Reſolution or even a further Ad- 
Journment.” 
The Narrative concludes with this Remark, 
© That his. Highneſs, at theſe ſeveral Meetings, 
fully heard the Opinions of the Miniſters touching 
the ſaid Propoſals; expreſſing himſelf thereupon 
with Indifference and Moderation, as one that de- 
fired only to obtain Satisfaction in a Matter of fo 
high and religious a Concernment; there being ma- 
ny glorious Promiſes recorded in Holy Scripture, 
concerning the Calling and Converſion of the Jews 
to the Faith of Chrift : But the Reaſon why no- 
thing was concluded upon was, becauſe his High- 
neſs proceeded in this, as in all other Affairs, wah 


e. good Advice and. mature Deliberation.” - 


Thus far by Authority. 


We ſhall next proceed to inquire how this Pro- 


poſal was received by the Public: The indefati- 
gable 
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gable and reſolute Mr. Prynne publiſhed a very 
zealous Remonſtrance againſt it“: The Aim of 
which was to ſhew, That the permitting the Jews 
to reſide in England, according to the foregoing Pro- 
poſals, was highly criminal ; as being the greateſt 
Affront offered to the Son of God, the Author of 
our Redemption, that any Chriſtian Government 


could be guilty of: That for Cromwel! to grant the 


Fews the public Exerciſe of their Religion, when he 
and his Council had ſo lately paſſed an Ordinance 
prohibiting Thouſands of Chri/tian Miniſters from 
preaching the Goſpel, for no other Reaſon than 


their having 8 adhered to the Royal Party, 


was, in the higheſt Degree, both unreaſonable and 
unjuſt : That the Argument urged for Admiſſion of 
the Jews upon a Hope of their being converted to 
Chriſtianity by their Reſidence in England, was a 
meer Pretence to cover another Deſign, that of 
bringing a large Sum of Money into the Protec- 


tor's Coffers: In ſhort, our Author does not 


ſcruple to compare this intended Bargain with the 
execrable Propoſal made by Simon f ranks to the 
Apoſtles. | 

Cromtuell's View in the before-mentioned Ex- 
pedition againſt Hiſpaniola, ſeems to have been 
founded upon the pleaſing Proſpect of gaining fo 
vaſt a Plunder from the Spaniards, as to be able, 
for the future, to govern without Parliaments; and 
his Failure in that Attempt induced him to give 
Audience to the Jewiſh Deputies, who, as ſome 
Contemporaries write d, offered him 200,000. to 


| carry 
a The Title Page of this elaborate Performance runs thus: A 

Hort Demurrer to the Jews long diſcontinued Remitter into England: 
Comprifing an exa& Chronological Relation of their firſt Admiſſion into, 
their ill — Miſdemeanort, Condition, Sufferings, Oppreſ- 
ſions, Slaughters, Plunders, by popular Inſurrections, and regal Ex- 
ations in, and their total, final baniſhment, by Judgment and Edict 
of Parliament, aut of England, never to return again. Collected out 
of the beſt Hiſtorians, With a brief Collection of ſuch Engliſh Latos 
and Scriptures, as ſeem ſtrongly to plead and conclude againſt tbeir Re- 
admiſſion into England, eſpecially at this Seaſon, and againſt the ge- 
neral Calling of the Jewiſh Nation. With an Anſwer to the chief 
Allegations- for their Introduction. | 

| 15 be peſfect Politician, p. 288, 291, ——Heath's Flagellum, 
P · I 7. 
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Iater-regnum, carry their Propoſals into Execution. But the 
1655 Miniſters appointed to attend at the Conference 
| 12 held in the Council Chamber on that Occaſion, 
; * diſſenting from the ProteRor's Project, and finding 
| himſelf daily atcack'd by Paſquinades from the 
Prefs, he thought it prudent to deſiſt from this 

Rabbinical Treaty. . 

From the foregoing Incident two French Au- 
thors © have taken Occaſion to dreſs up a very en- 
tertaining Story. Theſe ingenious Gentlemen tell 
us, That the Jews in Aſia having heard of the 

| great Fame of Cromwell, began to imagine he 
* 5 might be their long- expected Meſſiah; and, for 
= - this Purpoſe, ſent over a Deputation from an Aſ- 
ſembly of their principal Rabbies and Merchants, 
to ſollicit a Toleration of their Religion in Eng- 
land, and to make Propoſals for the Improvement 
1 of the Britifh Trade and Commerce: That there- 
upon, ſoon after their Arrival, they were admitted 
to a private Audience af Cromwell for that Purpoſe, 
at which they expreſs d a Deſire to purchaſe all the 
Manuſcripts belonging to the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge; which he agreeing to, they went down there 
accordingly; but that their principal Intention in 
this Propoſal was, in their Return, to inquire at 
Huntingdon, the Place of CromwelPs Nativity, whe- 
ther it could be made appear by his Pedigree, that 
any of his Anceſtors were deſcended from Jetuiſb 
Parents: That this Inquiry getting Air, he ſent for 
the Jewiſh Deputies, to whom he declared he would 
neither ſell them the Manuſcripts at Cambridge, 
nor ſuffer the Enemies of a crucified God, whom 
he and his People ador'd, to refide in his Domi- 
nions ; and thereupon ordered them to be gc 
immediately. We ſhall take our Leave of this 
Romantic Story, with obſerving how cautious we 
ought to be in reading the Hiſtories of our own 


Nation written by Foreigners. 
1656. 


c La Pie de Cromwell, par Ra , 470, Paris, 1691, p. 322. 
wk — —, par o Leti, Tom. 2. p. 409. 
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Nothing occurs worth our Notice this Year till 1atir-regnum. 
701 on the -Ioth of which Month Writs. were 1656. 
ald and ſent out, by Order of the Lord Protec. we 


tor in Council, for calling a new Parliament. 5 pron 
In Auguſt the Elections were made throughout 2 
the three Nations. | 


On the 3d of September a Thankſgiving Day 

was obſerv'd by Cromwell and his Council, Er th 
great Victories of Dunbar and Worcefter, obtained 
on that Day, in the Years 1650,-and 1651. . 


On the gth a Proclamation was iſſued, requiring 
all Cavaliers and ſuſpected Perſons to leave Lon- 
don, and all Places within twenty Miles thereof, 
in three Days Timg. And, | 


On the 17th the new Parliament met at Mgt 
minſter ; the Members whereof were as complai- 
ſant to Cromwell as thoſe of the laſt had been re- 
fractory; for they not only confirm'd his Title of 

« Lord-ProtgQor, but even made him a formal Ten- 
der of the Crown. The Proceedings of this Aſ- 
ſembly will begin our next Volume. 


W 


The END of the TwWRNTIITH VOLUME. 
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